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Health - 3-9-20

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Good morning

everyone. My name is Legislator Rose Wal ker
and I'"'m the chairwoman of the Nassau County
Legislative Health Committee. " m joined

here this morning by Legislator James
Kennedy, Legislator C. William Gaylor,
Legislator Thomas McKevitt, Legislator Steve
Rhoads. Al so, Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton,
who also is on the Health Committee. We
have | egislators on their way as we speak.
Legislator Debra Mule, Legislator. Minority
Leader Kevan Abrahams, Legislator Ellen

Burbahm with Carrie” Solages and Legislator

Bynoe.

Thank you so very much for being
here and joining us this morning. And al
| egi slators will get to speak, even though

they mi ght not be on the Health Committee.
| want to thank everyone for

being here this morning and welcoming those

tuning in via live stream on the legislative
website. It is my hope that at the

conclusion of this hearing we will have been
reassured by members of our community -- we
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Health - 3-9-20
have reassured the members of our community
that we are fully prepared to do everything
we can to contain the spread of this virus
and are doing our best to protect our most
vul nerabl e popul ation.

That said, as of this morning,
there have been 13 confirmed cases of the
Coronavirus in Nassau County. It is the
responsibility of this Commttee to make
sure that Nassau County departments involved
with handling this virus have the adequate
staffing, resources, procedures and
protocols in place to contain the
Coronavirus in Nassau County. | have
complete faith in our county departments but
felt it was necessary to reach out and offer
any assistance needed to obtain the
resources they might need to keep our
communities safe.

The Legislature is committed to
working closely with our coll eagues at the
federal, state and |l ocal |evels to secure
any additional resources that might be

identified as necessary at this hearing.
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Health - 3-9-20

So | did give a brief hello. But

before we continue, |I'm going to ask all of
you to please rise and we will say the
pl edge.

And Legislator Gaylor, if you

woul d | ead us.

(Whereupon the Pledge of
Al l egi ance was recited.)

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: | believe we
will start right away hearing from our
Depart ment of Health.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Good
mor ning. Thank you, Chairperson Wal ker, and
all members of the Legislature. | am
pl eased to be here and appreciate the
invitation to present to you on the
situational update and status regarding our
response to Novel Coronavirus. It changes
very rapidly and one of the challenges we've
had since the minute this started is that
the guidance we received, the protocols that
have been put in place from the CDC, down to
the State and down to us, have changed

dramatically even to the point where when
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Health - 3-9-20
wal ked in the building this morning for this
hearing, there were 13 confirmed cases and
now |I'm going to share breaking news that it
is up to 17 confirmed cases.

And so what has happened is until
yesterday, actually, the Wadsworth
Laboratory in Al bany was the only | ab that
we were sending tests to, as well as the
CDC, but obviously Al bany was much cl oser
and so much quicker and they were getting
all the |l ab tests that were coming in from
various counties around the state.

As of yesterday, the Northwell
Health System has started testing and so
that will get us results much more quickly
and we're starting to see results come
rather than one at a time -- trickling out
in batches, so that's how you go from 13 to
17, the batch of tests come back. It is not
a surprise that we are seeing an increased
number of results. Very often, we | ook at
the numbers of increasing cases and see it
as something that's tragic or disastrous.

It is not. It is fully expected at this
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ti me. And what | want to do is describe to
you the strategy that we've i mplemented. | t
is a national strategy. Feder al

government's doing it, state government's
doing it and | ocal governments are doing it.
And | hope to set expectations and keep you
informed.

The numbers are going to change
potentially by the hour. The guidance is
going to change potentially by the hour.

The definitions of quarantined, who's to be
mandat ory quarantined versus precautionary,
a voluntary quarantine, changed on Friday
and they're |likely to change again.

And just to go back to the
begi nning, Coronavirus is a respiratory
Virus. It's cold and flu season. That's a
nice way of saying respiratory virus season.
And the measures that we take to protect
ourselves against all of the other cold and
flu viruses, some of which are other types
of Coronaviruses, everybody here has been
exposed to some kind of Coronavirus.

They're one of the most common causes of the
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Health - 3-9-20
common col d.

The measures work. Hand washing
wor ks. It wipes the virus off your hands so
if you touch a surface or you're talking to
somebody and you get a |little spray on your
hand, if you wash your hands before you
touch the portals of entry; the eyes, the
nose, the mouth, the mucus membranes, you're
not going to get sick. That is why
handwashing is such an i mportant and best
weapon against respiratory virus.

I f you're sitting in a place
where there isn't soap and water right

there, the alcohol -based sanitizers work

very well for this. And anybody who knows
me knows |'m trained in infectious disease,
for years |I've been carrying one of these to
the point where I think my family thinks |I'm
a little crazy, but a little OCD right now

is not a bad thing for helping you stay
healthy, to be quite honest.

| have a very short Power Poi nt
presentation, it's four or five slides.

"Il give you a situational update. The
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think is the vital c

you all to understand as we go fo

It's a graph

that shows what our

meant to do with.

have 17 cases

County.

oncept

rward.

efforts are

fo

So with the disease update, we
now confirmed in Nassau
We have -- with every case a ful

contact investigation is done to see where

that person has been. Where they have
eaten, who they have been in contact with,
what social events they've gone to, any

ot her potential exposures. And based on

those exposures, we reach out and

intervi ew

every one of them and make a decision on i
there an exposure, is there a high-risk
exposure, such as would be somebody who's
directly in contact with somebody that's
been sick.

|l s there a |lower risk exposure,
such as you might have been at the same
event as somebody else but you didn't have
i mmedi ate close contact with them that the
State is calling approxi mate contact. And
defining that can be a challenge. Very

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353

r

S



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

Health - 3-9-20
often it's on a case-by-case basis with the
St ate Health Department.

We are -- we have State Health
Department staff now stationed in our county
Heal t h Depart ment. Our command center is
wor king basically around the clock. The
calls are coming in around the clock.

And before we go any further, the
numbers have blossomed in the | ast couple of
days but my staff has been working on this
since the initial voluntary quarantine
program began well over a month ago. At the

very beginning of February, we started

receiving lists from the CDC as travelers
returned from China. The |list comes from
when the plane | ands. Doesn't matter if

it'"s 2:00 o'clock or 3:00 o'clock in the
morni ng, and our staff has been working
around the clock to make sure that everybody
who needed to be put in an isolation away
from -- from other members of society has
understood that, has received the resources
they've needed to do that and we've kept

track of the 14 days. Fourteen days is out
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Health - 3-9-20
of an abundance of caution and the name of
this is Novel Coronavirus, the novel being
new.
There are a |l ot of questions

science doesn't know, even myself as an

infectious disease doctor. | ve been asked
what's the incubation period? lt's a brand
new di sease, there are still only 500 or so

cases in the United States as of this
mor ning. You cannot make an epidemi ol ogic
understanding on such few cases. The CDC
and the World Health Organization now have
thousands of cases from around the gl obe.
They're evaluating what data is reliable and
what's not.

We're starting to understand
better. The reason the quarantines are 14
days is because we don't think the
incubation period is |longer than that. We
think it's less than that and we're being
cautious by making it 14 days. | can tel
you for most Coronaviruses, the incubation
period is usually in the three to five day

range.
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Health - 3-9-20
While this Novel Coronavirus is a

coronavirus, it's a different virus than

ot her Coronavirus's, so we can't treat it.
That's caused confusion because hospitals,
someti mes on their normal respiratory panel
that they've had for years, | ook for
different viruses and so some people might

have seen a Coronavirus test in the past

that's not Novel Coronavirus. This is its
own unique test. We're happy that
Nort hwell, and soon commercial | abs, will be

testing because the key strategy is finding
people who have this and isolating them.
The number one most i mportant
message is if somebody is sick, stay away
from everybody el se as best as you can.
Don't go to work. As we start |l ooking at
case reports from across the country and
around, when you find people who are sick
and you say okay, where have you been the

| ast two days? When did you get sick? Oh,

a few days ago. And where have you been?
Oh, 1've been at work each day. That is the
epidemi ol ogi st link right there that you
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Health - 3-9-20
know that all those people now that were
exposed have to become potentially
guarantined in this case or their potenti al
contact .

So staying home. We just had a
meeting with clergy. Vital -- it appears so
far, and this is brand new, this could all
change, but it appears so far that the
el derly and i mmune compromi sed popul ation is
particularly hit with this. While that's
not good news it is appearing, and it's very
early and |I'"m praying that this holds true,
that children seem to be on the milder end

of the disease spectrum and that's a nice

change from flu where this year -- this year
we had a very difficult flu season. There
were nine -- so far -- it's still on but
it's starting to wane. There have been nine

pediatric deaths in the State of New York
from flu this year. So far we don't hear
that from Novel Coronavirus and that would
be, if that holds to be true, that would be
a very important positive part of the story.

We have 17 cases. As of this
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Health - 3-9-20
morni ng, we had 40 people in the county
under mandatory quarantine. That number is
going to dramatically rise as we, our team

right now is evaluating the new cases.

Six of the cases -- so when we
wal ked in today | knew of eight confirmed
cases -- seven confirmed cases and we got
one. Six of the seven were linked together.

So that's the kind of understanding that's
hel pful that we know it's contained,
basically, and we know where it came from
and what the path is and then it doesn't
surprise you after you do the history when
people test positive because we know t hey

have the exposure and they have symptoms.

It makes sense. So we know there's going to
be more positives, it makes sense.

The cases since those literally
happened after | walked in so I won't be
able to answer, | haven't seen the charts

yet, but my staff right now, a war room over
at the Health Department is working
diligently on tracing every one of those

cases; where they've been, where they are,
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where they worKk. Just because somebody
wor ks somewhere doesn't mean they were there
whil e they were sick. And so |I think it's
i mportant that we don't panic if you hear
that somebody worked somewher e. We're going
to evaluate the work exposure and let the
wor kpl ace and whoever is appropriate know
for whatever exposures exist.

We have worked very closely with
the State Health Department, the CDC
gui dance is comi ng out generally daily or
more frequently than that, and so those are
some of the basic points about what we know
about the disease. We don't have a
mortality rate. | could tell you that
clearly we see things where senior at-risk
popul ati ons are hit the hardest with regard
to fatalities. There was the situation that
occurred in a nursing home in Washington
St ate where there were four deaths among
patients there, so out of 500 known cases,
those were four of the deaths. Excuse the
data and the mortality rate, but | think

that the lesson there was |l earned and heard
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by our nursing homes here in New York State
and Nassau -- New York State, Nassau County.

Foll owing the Westchester exposure in New

Rochell e, nursing homes where the index case

in that outbreak is the original case, have
ceased. Visiting hours -- and |I think that
nursing homes are under state jurisdiction
as Article 28 licensed facilities -- but |
think many of them are taking precautions
and limting exposure.

As far as the general public,
| "ve been asked a lot is it time to close
schools, is it time to stop events. | t
really is going to be as this expands
somet hing that we evaluate and | want to
tal k about the process in the presentation
shortly. | don't want anybody to panic.
There are many many thousands of flu cases
that go around and we don't stop events.
But we also have to be smart. We have to
rely on the public to stay away if they're
sick. To keep children who are sick away
from their grandparents and more el derly

at-risk people. And we need to | ook at
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specific events. Knowi ng the risk is to the
seni or population, while we haven't yet had
an outbreak in a community that might make
me say maybe senior events shouldn't happen.
That mi ght change today. | haven't
evaluated the new cases that came today.
And that's where a high risk would be.

Speaking with the clergy was
vital because | know at my synagogue, and a
| ot of the other religious places that |'ve
been, a senior population is the daily
mai nt enance group that maintains the houses
of worship and there's a |l ot of handshaking
and a | ot of hugging and that could be
deadly right now. And so it was great to
get the clergy on board with doing. One of
the religious | eaders upstairs said they did
the holy bump this weekend where nobody

actually touched each other but they touched

el bows. Things |like that are vital, they're
a |lifesaving measures. You can't count how
many |ives are saved but it definitely
hel ps.

Financial costs to date. So
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thankfully the governor has declared a state
of emergency meaning that the Health
Department will be reimbursed for much of
the expenses. | know how that i mpacts the
Heal t h Department, | don't know about other
county agencies, but |I'm sure Commi ssioner
Morelli can talk about that.

| can share with you that we
started monitoring early in February,
February 2nd was the official monitoring
start. We were doing work before then. But
in February our overtime costs, | know many
of you have called my office and asked this,
the overtime costs for February, this is
overtime, supplies, travel to bring
guarantine materials and all of that. The

extra cost for February before we had any

cases came to about $92,000. We do have an
emergency preparedness grant that will cover
it. There are state appropriations by the

governor that will help and this declaration
of emergency will make a | ot of our expenses

rei mbursable and our fiscal teams are

wor king on that. | know that's a concern.
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Health - 3-9-20
So when we deal with disease,
there are different kinds of interventions.
Phar maceutical interventions we actually
have for the flu. We have vaccine. We have
medi cation that does help with the fl u,

doesn't cure it but it does decrease the

illness. Unfortunately, with Novel
Coronavirus, all we have is symptomatic
treatment . I f you're sick with it, it's

li ke the way we get a cold you take medicine
to make yourself feel better but as of now,
it has to run its course. For those who are
more seriously ill, they might require a
hi gher | evel of medical treatment as bad as
being on a respirator and some people have
-- there have been fatalities. | don't know
what the fatality rate is going to be, it's
one of the most i mportant indicators of
trying to predict for you what the i mpact is
going to be on the county.

Esti mates of what has been
reported are in the -- between the -- [|"'ve
seen different numbers about two percent,

about three percent of all the people who
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get it are fatalities. However, many peopl e
may get it and have no symptoms or mild
symptoms so they're not counted in the math.
So if we knew all of those the denomi nator

in the math may be higher and the fatality

rate may come down. Al so, United States has
top of the line supportive care so that
people who have been exposed are more |ikely

to get treatment here than in a place that

doesn't have this kind of supportive care.
So what we can do, and this is

every resident and all of you as el ected

| eaders, non-pharmaceutical interventions.

The CDC and the Health Department and the

St ate Health Department all have what's

called a Pandemic Flu Pl an. It's called the

Pandemic Flu Plan because historically

influenza is the most |ikely emerging

respiratory virus to mutate and cause a mass

event . But the Coronavirus is a respiratory
virus fits in under the plan. The flu, mass
flu plan is for all and any potenti al
respiratory viruses. So we've activated

our s. The CDC has a wonderful flu plan,
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Health - 3-9-20
it's on their website. By the way their
website is the main source of breaking news
for this; CDC.gov. It is excellent. You
click on the Coronavirus banner and there's
categories for anything you might want.
I nformati on for healthcare providers, for
el ected officials for schools, for social
organi zations. There's great categories,
it's nice.

So, what is a non pharmaceuti cal

intervention? The goal is to reduce the
societal impact of a pandemi c. | want to
set our expectations. The goal is not zero,

that is not realistic on a viral outbreak in

a community where there is no i mmunity

what soever in the popul ation. So our goal
is to minimze disease. Make it as few as
possi bl e. | " m hopeful that while | reported

to you today there are 17 new cases, because
of our efforts, the number’'s not higher than
t hat . There's no way to count what the
number would have been without our efforts,
but our efforts of isolating people have

been thorough and have been hel pful and | do
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believe that although | have 17 reported
cases and there's going to be more, that the
number that we see is much |less than what it
woul d be without our efforts.

Non pharmaceutical interventions
are written for a pandemic flu, but they
apply to all respiratory illnesses. These
are actions that people and communities can
take to help slow the spread of virus.

Their most readily avail abl e
interventions to slow transmission, and |I'm
going to show you examples of them, and they
can be phased in or | ayered. So, washing
hands is an initial phase. We should be
doing it anyway, even if there is no, but
that's an initial |layer example of a non
phar maceutical intervention.

Quarantining people would a next
l evel . Cancelling events or closing down
facilities would be a next | ayer. And so
it's step wise that we take these actions
but also based on what's happening in a
community. | f there's one community or

school district or event that's particularly
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hard hit, you might close one place or one
school but not all of the schools in the
county and this is what we are here to

assess and provide guidance on.

Exampl es. What are non
phar maceutical interventions. These are
just exampl es. Some people do some of them,
some people do none of them. But the more

we can do in society the better the results
woul d be.

Personal measures. We really
need our residents to help us with this.
The spread of disease goes from peopl e who
are sick goes to people who are not sick, so
we're asking everybody to do their part.
Hand hygiene, washing hands, using
sanitizer. I f you sneeze in your hand, wash
it before you touch anybody or anything.
Respiratory etiquette; cover the sneeze.
Don't touch your face because if you do
happen to get a virus on your hand from a
sneeze or touching something, virus on your
hand isn't going to get you sick. It's when

you scratch your nose or your eye or your

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Health - 3-9-20
mout h that the virus gets into your mucus
membr anes.
| sol ating sick individuals is
what we are working very hard on. These

people who are confirmed are going to be

mandat ory quarantined. And by mandatory
there will be |l egal consequences if people
violate it and we are checking them, We are

going to their homes for every positive case
and checking that they are not violating the
guarantine. And a mandatory quarantine is

hand presented, it's a legally binding order

and people who violate a mandatory

guarantine will be Il ocked in isolation.
They will. We've done it before. I f we
have to we will. That's what we have to do

to protect the community.

But, please, stay home if you're
sick. Stay home if you're sick. And i f
you're worried about other people, think
about your own family members. Okay.
Children with a cold can give it to a
grandparent. The child will be fine in two

days and the grandparent may die from this.
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| " m not going to sugarcoat this. We need to
understand what we're dealing with here.

That's what we're seeing, that seniors and

i mmune compromi sed are much more |ikely to
doe poorly with this at this point. So
pl ease stay home if you're sick. And

i solating sick individuals is important.

Social distancing in some places
and some companies in the state of
Washi ngton, which has been particularly hard
early on, are working from home when
i ndi cat ed. Avoid high-risk situations.

So, probably there are certain
events that people who are i mmune suppressed
should avoid. | f there's going to be a
birthday party of a lot of little kids and
the virus is going around the community, not
a good time to attend that one. Peopl e
don't like to hear that but it could be a

| i fesaving measure.

Things |ike personal protective
measures; masks on sick individuals. No w,
this is important. The wording is very
vital. Masks on sick individuals. The

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Health - 3-9-20
masks are not indicated by the CDC on
heal t hy individuals. The masks do not
prevent healthy individuals from obtaining
the virus. Their eyes or mucus membranes
that are entry high entry points for virus,
they're still wide open. The masks on sick
i ndividuals can catch a | ot of the droplets
going out. So the masks would go on sick
i ndividuals if they're around others.
Hopefully they're in isolation and they're
not but if they need to be transported. | f
they, for whatever reason, first | earning
about it, the masks are for sick individuals

and we really don't want the public hoarding

masks. | know yesterday we had a press
conference that Commi ssioner Morelli was at
with me where people were selling masks
online for like $100 for 12 masks or

somet hing crazy that normally costs 30 cents
or something ridiculous |ike that. ' m
exaggerating but not by that much.

So we want -- we want our
heal t hcare providers to have access to the

equi pment that they need. We don't want the
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supply to change or dry up. And remember,
our healthcare providers are dealing with
this but all the other routine diseases are
still here. They're still dealing with
normal pneumoni as and normal other viruses
and heart attacks and cancers and all the
things. We want our healthcare providers to
have the resources, so we want to make sure
people aren't just using masks because they
think it's the right thing to do when it's
not indicated and it's not right.

Environment al . Ri ght now, most
of the guidance is for standard cleaning of
facilities. We know the virus is not
particularly hardy once it comes out of the
body. We don't know how long it |lives on
surfaces. And even if to does live on
surfaces, we don't know if it stays a viable
transmitter from a surface. Bu8t standard
cleaning measures is currently recognized by
t he CDC. And if it escal ated more, which
you're starting to see in other parts of the
world like in Italy where a part of the

country has been quarantined. Things like
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school closures, community quarentine and

event cancell ations may occur. We have 17
cases now, the number is growing. We have
over -- well over a million residents, close
to a 1.4 million residents, you are much
more |ikely today to encounter flu than you

are this.

| want to us to continue going
about our lives but using common sense. And
so people who are sick should not be out in
the public. Peopl e who are at high risk may
want to avoid | arger scale events starting
now because we're starting to see the
numbers go up. The guidance on this is
going to change but for the average person,
if they take standard precautions, they
should still be going about their |ives.
We're not just going to shutdown society now
for this. This may change. The gui dance on
this can change dramatically and we will be
here to guide you and schools and agenci es
and whatever events there are but we're not
in this alone. Westchester recently has had

a | ot of cases. | think | saw they were in
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the 80s this morning if | read correctly.
Some schools have cl osed. Some nursing
homes.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Dr .

Ei senstein, | don't want to interrupt you
but you need to take a phone call at this
moment if we can have someone fill in for

you at the moment .

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Let me

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: | don't want
to make anyone nervous but you should take
this phone call. Maybe we'll let -- how
about Commi ssioner Morelli?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yeah,

turn it over to Commi ssioner Morelli and the
|l ast thing I want to do, which I'"Il do after
this call, is this graph shows what we're
trying to achieve. This is your strategy.
This is our strategy. The purple is what
happens without these interventions. The

striped curve is what we try to achieve with
these interventions. We're not trying to

achieve zero, we're trying to mnimze it
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and I will -- and I will -- 1 apologize.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Don't you
worry. Okay. You're on, Mr. Morelli.
Thank you.

COMMI SSI ONER MORELLI : Good
morni ng and thank you, Chairwoman Wal ker ,
for having me and thank you to everybody on
the Legislature for inviting me here this
mor ning. For those of you who don't know
me, my name is Steven Morelli, I'"mthe
commi ssioner with the Office the Emergency
Management for Nassau County. For those of
you who don't know what we do, when there's
an emergency, we're out there managing it
and we're doing the best we can,
particularly with this problem that we're
dealing with here in Nassau County and the
| ast thing we want is for anyone to get
nervous and to panic and want everyone to
understand that we are on top of this.

Just to give you a little bit of
background here, the Office of Emergency
Management | argely sits in support of al

the other agencies, whether it's the police
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department or any | aw enforcement, whether
it's our fire marshal and the volunteer fire
service our volunteer (inaudible), the
Depart ment of Health and a | ot of other
county organizations and county agenci es
that rely on particular assistance that we
are able to give.

What are we doing here at the
Office of Emergency Management for this
particul ar problem is that our emergency
operation center, which is a central
| ocation within our facility has been open
since 9:00 a.m yesterday. Its' going to be

open from 9:00 a.m to 9:00 p.m. going

forward everyday, so there will always be
somebody in the office. Actually, during
the week we will be open until 11:00 p.m as
we do have staff there. The objective in

that office is that we have representation
from the Nassau County Police, from the
Nassau County Fire Marshal. We would Iike
to have someone from the Health Department
but | can attest to it, | was there over the

weekend, they are at wits end over at the
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Heal t h Depart ment. There's a | ot going on
and they're working very hard.

We have people from the MTA there
as transportation hubs are also a | arge area
where people are in close proximity to one
another, as well as my staff. Our objective
is to be able to field information from al
the agencies that are out there requesting
assi stance to be able to keep an eye on our
hospitals and healthcare facilities to see
if we see a spike in admi ssions or a spike
in emergency room visits or even visits of
people going to urgent cares or to their own
doctors. We receive a |l ot of phone calls
from the general public and we're happy to
answer every phone call requesting some
information.

As Dr. Eisenstein had pointed
out, we try to give them, you know -- the
first thing we wanted to do was to calm
everybody down. The offer that we give them
is to follow the Department of Health's
gui delines, as well as to go to cdc.gov,

which is where pretty much everybody's

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

33

Health - 3-9-20
getting their information regarding this
Coronavirus.

We've begun collecting a | ot of
information from a | ot of the hospitals.
They're doing the best they can but it won't
be Ilong before everybody is taxed because
the panic is there and people have to
understand as Dr. Eisenstein, and as the

County Executive have made the point to

everybody, if you're not feeling well, stay
home. Don't go to the emergency room and
don't go your doctor. Cal |l . They will give

you the guidance that you need, the Health
Department has been working extremely
diligently getting the information to
people, bringing thermometers out to the and
maki ng sure that we're monitoring those that
need to be monitored.

One of our biggest concerns is
keeping government up and running. We want
to make sure that number one, everybody in
the Legislature, as well as every other
county agency and county department is

protected. We want to make sure that the
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public knows that no matter what, the county
government is there. Whet her it be the
Legislature, whether it be any other
department, we will be there to make sure
that our residents get the care and the
attention that they require. I n doing so,
the Office of Emergency Management has
requested from every county department a
continuity of operations plan. We want to
know what's going to happen should there be
a problem with any of you being able to get
into your offices or buildings, being able
to access any of the information that you're
-- is imperative for you to be able to
manage your constituency.

The Legislature hasn't received
those documents yes. Not that we don't want
to give it to you, but these are documents
t hat actually went out about a year ago. We

want to make sure that we're able to coll ate

these, get all the information so you as
well will have the information and the
ability to be able to continue to function,

should there be an issue where you are
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unable to access your offices.

Nassau County departments have
been kind enough, they're forwarding to my
office so we're able to collate them, we're
going to review each one of them as we
receive them to make sure that they're
complete and to make sure everybody is on
the same page.

As of 10:30 Sunday morning, we
requested through New York Response. Now
New York Response is a portal that we use to
go through New York State to request
additional resources. We've requested
100, 095 masks, 100,000 gloves, rubber gl oves
and 25,000 isolation kits. That's not to
say that the panic is there that we're going
to need all those, we need to be prepared.
One of the problems has been that the
federal government has come right in and
told whether it's 3M, Kimberly CIark,

Condor, any of the other manufacturers, do
not sell to the public. And it's not that
they're doing that to spite everybody, the

objective is to make sure that healthcare

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

36

Health - 3-9-20

providers and first responders have the

supplies that they need. | ve been to the
supermar ket and |I'm watching people wearing
masks. Costco, you saw the mad run on
toilet tissue and paper towels and | don't

know how that's going to fix the Nove
Coronavirus but at | east everybody will be
able to have the supplies they need.

We have at the present ti me
di spensed approximately 17,000 N-95 masks.
And 7,500 gloves to |l aw enforcement and to
some in the first response community.
Nassau County OEM at the moment has 80, 095
masks on hand. 90, 000 surgical masks and
approxi mately 30,000 gloves and at the
moment they are reserved for hospital use
and for our EMS providers.

A request was made from New York
State for us to hold our supplies in the
event we have to replenish hospitals that
have depleted their supplies due to the
increased usage. So we've been doing the
best we can in providing stopgap measures

should some hospitals be in a position where
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they're going to need them, to single them
out . Surgical masks are also a priority,
again, it's to put on the sick that as they
entered the rooms, as they enter the
emergency rooms or into the doctors offices
and what not.

What we also have done is we
provided to the Nassau County police and the
Nassau County Emergency Ambul ance Bureau
additional supplies because they are the
ones that are entering every request for
assistance. You ever no idea once you get
inside there whether it's someone who's got
this virus, whether it's someone who has
some other illness or nothing at all but we
need to make sure that the people that are
providing the care are also provided with
the protection.

New York State has implied to our
office that in order for to us replenish
supplies that we're not giving to any OEMs
statewi de. They are not going to
replenishing supplies. They have further

clarified that in saying, they will
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replenish that which we go through. So
we've -- as | said, we've made a very | arge
request, we will be requesting more. Once

we make those requests and we're assured
that we will see delivery, we're going to
deliver out to the volunteer fire service.
Been receiving a |l ot of calls from a | ot of
fire departments and a | ot of ambul ance
calls that are requesting additional
supplies. Once we know the supplies are
going to be coming in, we will make it --
we've actually put together a system where
we will be distributing them to the

vol unteer fire service.

Again, they're all volunteers, a
| ot of them are young men and women and we
want to make sure that everybody is
protected because they're -- | mean, they're
the ones that we're counting on al so.

Cost measure wise, the Office of
Emergency Management is |l argely grant funded
and we keep a pretty tight budget but we do
make some assurances for this, some

all owances for this. We're not burning
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through it quickly but it's going to happen.
So what we're in the process of doing is to
mai nt ain adequate records of our equi pment,
of our time and | eave usage and we're making
sure that once rei mbursement through the
federal government becomes avail able, we're
going to apply for it as everybody el se
wil | . With the declaration of the state of
emergency does allow that latitude so we're
assumi ng that while it's not going to be a
week from Friday, that we will be able to

make the requests and get rei mbursed as we

need to.

At the moment, our office staff
is in everybody morning at 7:00 a. m. The
Emergency Operation Center will be stand up
at 9:00 a.m every morning and we'll be
closing about 9:00 p.m. every evening. We
do have staff in the office until about

11: 00 p.m every night, so should there be
any problems or any issues, there's al ways
somebody there to answer the phone and our
24 hour number is always manned, so should

anybody have any questions, we're happy to
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answer them. | thank you very much for
havi ng me.
LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Thank you.
Dr. Eisenstein, do you want to
jump back in?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: I

didn't win the lottery. You know, | thought
maybe.

So, | just want to jump back in,
this is the last slide and I'll be quick and

then we can get to whatever your questions

are. | do want to also say, | pride myself
on being responsive to you. " ve known many
of you a | ot of years and | know many of you

have called and it's been more del ayed than
you're used to for us getting back to you,
but we literally are getting hundreds of
texts and e-mails someti mes by the hour, so
| apol ogize. No disrespect is ever meant,
we're just doing the best we can to get
through the -- this is about prioritization.
We're prioritizing the most i mportant

| ifesaving measures and our team is doing a

great job. Again, | have to thank my team

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Health - 3-9-20

We' ve worked around the clock; weekends,
nights, holidays, it's not been easy. l'ts
not -- it's frustrating when you do all the
wor k and then, you know, the number can add
and we know that's going to happen. So |
just want to thank them.

Again, this is the goal of all of

these strategies and this is from the CDC

Pandemic Flu Plan, | borrowed out of a New
York State Health Presentation and | | oved
this slide. | thought it really describes

in a way that everybody can understand what

it is we're trying to achieve here. We
would | ove to have zero cases. That's not
realistic, it's already not realistic, but

the measures that we can take can
dramatically | ower the number of cases,
which will dramatically save l|lives. And i f
you |l ook at the bullet points, the measures
that we're taking delay exponential growth.

It |l owers the number of cases, but as you

see, the striped graph extends out a little
further. It does add time to this but we
see that as beneficial. It gives us the
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time for science to create a vaccine or come
-- or test the medication or come up with a
new -- new information to help us put an end
to this.

Al so, as of |l ast week, the
governor announced that there are 15,000
people in New York State hospital beds
currently with influenza. Those beds are
going to be vital for capacity fi the
numbers keep expanding and we had a very
difficult flu season but numerically, it's
just about starting to drop in a dramatic
fashion. Freeing up even half of those
15,000 beds in the next few weeks will
create a vital capacity. So everything we
do to slow this down, helps us protect the
public and that's all the measures that we
tal ked about before.

In neither of these curves is the
total number of cases zero. But very
i mportant for our public, in both case they
reached an end and that's the better days,
this will end at some point. We don't know

if it's seasonal we don''t. We don't. We
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don't know if it's going to burn out the way
ot her viruses have where they run their
course. We don't know if this is going to
become just another routine circulating
virus |ike the many others that we have.
lt's too early to tell but | believe that
with our efforts and with the help of
everybody yourselves and all of our
residents that we could get as close to the
striped curve from the purple curve as
possi bl e. We've already brought down that
purple curve with our isolation measures.

So I think I"ll stop there and
turn it back to you, Madam Chairperson.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Thank you so
much, both you and Mr. Morelli for your
presentations. We want to all thank you so
much for the hard work and the dedication
you've given to this. Before it even
became, you know, was brought up to this
|l evel and as you continue to do it now. ' m
sure you pretty much have sl eepless nights
at this point in time and you're | ooking

pretty good for not much sl eep, you know, so
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we want to thank you so much for that.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Thank
you.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: And f or
trying to keep us as much well informed as
you possibly can.

| have a tremendous concern for
our fire service, so | was very happy to
hear that whatever we can do to help them
because obviously they are all volunteers
and just working on the budgets that they
have in their local communities, you know,
some with very small numbers of budgets.
And they are out there all the ti me. Our
first responders, you know, sadly people
call our fire department for things that
really aren't even emergencies but they
never know what they're wal king into and,
you know, we want to make sure they're
provided with the necessary equipment they
need to keep themselves safe because then
they're coming back into their homes, back
into their communities and we don't want

anything to be -- you know, for them to be
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infected and then spread it even more along
there.

COMMI SSI ONER MORELLI : Well, one
of our concerns is also the first responders
and the actual response modes that they
take. When somebody was to call to say
they're not feeling good, whatever, the
Nassau County Fire Commi ssion and Fire
comes, and they're doing a robust question
and answer session with the folks on the
phone. The police communication bureau,

al so doing a pretty good question and answer

session. They want to know if someone's
going to come up with what they call a fever
travel call. Someone who fits the criteria

of someone that may be exposed or may have
been exposed in some manner. What we want
to do is to let them know before the first
responders arrive that there's universa
precautions to be taken and that they need
to Ilimt the number of people that are going
to be making contact.

| also sit on the Region EMS

Council, it was a topic of discussion at our
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| ast meeting. Some of the issues there are
exactly that; response, access to supplies
and equi pment, and particular points of
transportation for these patients. | can
promi se you while we don't have anything
written in ink right now, the processes that
they have to go through are, so at the
moment someone calls for an ambul ance or
someone requests some assistance, they're
going to get the question and answer
session, they're going to get the best
possi ble care at this moment and the first
responders are going to give the best
possi bl e advice.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Dr .
Ei senstein, you have spoken about mandatory
guarantines. What if we have someone on a
voluntary quarantine, are those people
checked or are those people checked upon or
just hope for the best on those?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: The
voluntary quarantine parameters have
changed. They were being checked upon. Now

as we're re prioritizing our resources, we
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expect to have many people under mandatory

guarantine, we will give them the same
instruction, the same understanding. And

l et me be clear, it's a voluntary
guarantine. The governor talked about that

we need people to do the right thing but we
will spot check. Spot check. Not daily

li ke the way we are. Wth the mandatory
guarantine, we're checking temperatures,
we're checking symptom checks. We're going
physically to make sure they're in their
home.

Wth voluntary, we will do spot
checks. And voluntary if we hear or see
somebody violating a voluntary quarantine,
we will then serve them with a mandatory

guarantine order because they chose not to

participate in the voluntary. Then they're
| egally on notice. So it's almost |ike a
warning shot. And | want to be clear, the

voluntary quarantine category is considered
l ow ri sk. So we have monitored about 150
peopl e. When the voluntary program started,

it was anybody coming back from mainl and
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Chi na. We were monitoring them, not one of
them got sick out of 150. Most of them have
completed the 14 days already. And the
numbers coming in from China are much much
| ess than they originally were.

So the voluntary quarantine we

take equally seriously, but we're not doing
a daily temperature check and a daily making

sure they're in their house kind of thing.

However, if they don't abide by it, then
they will be served the mandatory quarantine
order, which is, like | said, legally

bi nding and we will take whatever action we

have to because mandatory quarantine is
considered a higher risk.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Up to this
date, everyone who has been on a mandatory
guarantine has been foll owing order?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes,
this process just started over the weekend.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: | do have
ot her questions but Legislator
Deriggi-Whitton.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON:
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Thank you. Just real quick. It might be a
couple questions that you don't know, so |
don't want to put you on the spot.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Sur e.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: So |
understand that it's early. When you were
just talking about travel, are you
recommendi ng anyone who travels out of the
country go -- some schools are saying anyone
who travels out of the country should have
mandatory or voluntary --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: When
they return?

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: - -
for two weeks.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Wel |,
there's different CDC categories. This is
based on the federal government. And so the
CDC updates its travel | og every day. We
have cruise ships that are comi ng back from
the Caribbean that are not going under a
14-day quarantine. We had other where
people were sick, that the boat's not even

being all owed to dock. So what | can tell

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

50

Health - 3-9-20

you is, the five countries that are |isted
as high risk travel as of today -- and this
could change before we walk out, it
literally changes that quick -- are subject
to a quarantine when they return. I f they
are sick during the travel, they are a
mandat ory quarantine. And if they return --

i ke a bunch of college students arrived
back from ltaly for example, if they're
well, they are voluntary quarantine.

During voluntary quarantine, one

of the most i mportant things is we instruct

them what to do if they get sick. That's
the key thing. We don't want them oh, now
l"m sick, | think it's Coronavirus, |I'm

going to go on down to the | ocal emergency
room and in the meanwhile they can infect
the whole emergency room.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON:
Ri ght .

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So the
key thing about these quarantines, voluntary
and mandatory, is we give them instructions

what to do. And if they become sick, we
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prepare, help them with a safe transport, if
necessary, or maybe we swab them right where
they are if they're not -- if it's just a
mld cold they don't need to go to a
hospital for that. We don't want hospital
exposure. So the answer is the protocol
right now is those five countries that are
on the alert. I f you need, | can name them
if you want.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: What

are they, again, | know China.
COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: lt' s
China, Japan, South Korea, Italy and Iran.

But that could change and we know that it's
starting to expand to other places. But
when people are coming back from those
countries, if they're well, they should go
into a voluntary quarantine and they're told
that upon entry into the country. | f
they're sick at any point, they i mmedi ately
become a mandatory quarantine.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: But
as of right now, other than those five

countries?
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COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: | don''t
believe so but the protocol is --

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON:

Okay. | know. | know.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: -- like
| said changing every few hours.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON:
totally understand everything is subject to
change.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: But
common sense should also be used. So if
somebody was in a different country where
there's disease and they were exposed to
somebody who has it, they automatically are
a mandatory.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON:

Ri ght .

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So if
you were in, | don't know, France has some
cases. | f you were in France and you were

around famly there who have confirmed
Coronavirus, you should be into a mandatory
guarantine. So it's about exposure.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: All
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right. Now humor me on a couple of these
because | get questions. And it's part of
our job to answer them.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: So
from what | ' m understanding, this is not an
airborne virus, it's something that
basically is on a surface and when we touch
a surface and then --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: No, so

-- so the CDC is debating whether to

call it respiratory or droplet. It is
in droplets. So the radius of a
droplet, it's a heavy virus
comparatively. So six feet, when |I'm

-- when you're speaking and, you know,

or you sneeze or whatever, it's about

53

a

six feet radius before gravity pulls it

down to the ground. So if you're
having a close discussion with
somebody, yes, you can spray it right
into them.

But airborne is slightly

different. So, for example, measles -
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if this were measles and somebody in
here had it, the whole room would be
exposed. But if this were Coronavirus
and | had it, people in the back of the
room are not exposed.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI L TON:

Okay.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So
that's why you have to -- when | say
it's a case-by-case basis, our
investigators are literally, I|ike,
measuring, you know, distances to
determine. But we're always on the
cautious side.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: Al |
right. Again, if you don't know it's
fine, but can it live on fabrics as
well ? So should we take extra
precaution with washing our clothes and
use bleach or --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So now,

if you sneeze and it's wet for a little
whil e, yes. Fabrics typically don't
support viruses. Porus surfaces,
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cardboard, paper. But obviously if
there's a | arge amount of virus because
you sneezed right into a tissue, a wet
tissue could be potentially
transmi ssi bl e. We honestly don't know
how | ong it lives on surfaces and then
the second question is, just because
it's living on a surface is it stil
transmi ssi ble of disease.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: Got

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: And so
the best to do is wash your hands and
you don't have to worry about it.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: Two
more questions and | know, but agai n,
these are from constituents.

|l s the temperature influencing
it? For instance - -

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: We
don't know.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON:

Okay. So you don't know if it can

survive in the cold or the hot?
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COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Don' t
know. | s summer going to chase it
away? We don't know. Peopl e think

that because that flu typically is a

winter thing, but | rem nd you, H1N1
started in April and ran through the
summer . So I'"m not going to predict

Mot her Nature no way.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: I s
there a difference between washing your
hands with regul ar soap and
anti bacterial soap?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:

Anti bacterial soap kills bacteria, this
is a virus, but both will work on
viruses and bacteria and it's the
rubbing action that is the key thing.
So if you find yourself in the

unpl easant experience where there's a
sink and there's no soap, rubbing with
water is till better than doing nothing
because it's the friction of the
rubbing. Now, having a detergent,

hel ps the virus and the bacteria cel
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walls be destroyed, et cetera and it
wor ked. But it's the friction of the
rubbing which is why we say 20 seconds
of rubbing really helps but any soap
will do.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON:

Okay. So there's really no preference,
anti bacterial or Ivory?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: | woul d
use either.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: And
the |l ast question | have: To update
our constituents with -- as you
menti oned before would probably be the
cdc.gov would the best way to --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes,
and there is a -- New York State has a
-- we have a call center during 9:00 to
5: 00, seven days a week. But CDC - -
|"m sorry, State Health Department has
opened a 24-hour Coronavirus hotline
being staffed by Coronavirus trained
peopl e. So being that they're open 24

hours, | think it's a good place to
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start. The number, if you want to pass
it along.
So the Nassau County Call Center
number is (516)227-9570. Again, seven

days a week, 9:00 to 5:00. New Yor k

State call center, | was told its 24
hours now. | haven't confirmed that.
lt's 1-888 - -

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: It is,

|*ve confirmed it.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Okay. lt's
188-364-3065.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON:
Okay.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: One mor e
ti me? New York State 188-364-3065.
Nassau County (516)227-9570.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: And
| also extend my appreciation.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Thank
you.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON: You
know, it's a fine balance from

panicking and just being cautious and,
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you know, you don't want to give anyone
the wrong advice.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yeah.
And the truth is, the guidance that we
give is going to be a best guess based
on the evidence that we have, and | am
going to error on the side the caution
but not the side of panic. We don't
want to panic. We don't stop life
because it's flu season but we do take
precautions and that's what we're
recommending currently.

LEGI SLATOR DERI GGI - WHI TTON:

Thank you.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Legislator
Steve Rhoads.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Madame Chairwoman. | do notice that
when you speak about not touching your
face, as soon as you started mentioning
that, my face became so incredibly
itchy.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes.

Yes. But you know, that's why | keep
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this because if you keep using this,
you can touch your face, you're not
putting anything in. | don't know if
you saw there was elected official that
said don't touch your face, and then
licked the page to turn it right after
saying that. And | said --

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: Which | eads
me to the next question because
obviously hand sanitizer has become in
extremely short supply. You mentioned
hand washing. Are there any other --
for the average person, are there any
ot her things that they can go about
doing in their daily life to assist in
sanitizing surfaces or sanitizing
themsel ves?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Wel |,
the standard cleaning of surfaces now
-- on surfaces it appears that this is
kind of a puny virus and the CDC is
recommendi ng standard cl eaning. You
don't need a high level bleach or

anything |like that, so some facilities
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have called and said we want to buy a

super cleaner, what does that -- no,

no. Don't make yourself crazy. Just
do standard cleaning but do it well and
do it thoroughly and |I know after 5:00

| " m going to the supermarket or BJ's,
whatever, |I'm going to wipe down the
bar with a wipe, you know, as best |
have.

This is very helpful these
bottles and I think for all of us are
going to have some community exposur e,
it's impossible to always wash your
hands and al ways not touch your face.
We don't even realize we do it. | know
| fix my glasses and touch my face
doing that probable ten times an hour,
15 times an hour. But if we're more
cognizant of it, | drive my Kkids nuts

with the don't touch your face, they

think I'"m crazy. You know, don't touch
your face, don't touch your face. Come
on, what are you talking about, | got
an itch. Yeah, well it'll be okay.
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No. We do the best we can. Do the
best you can. Sanitize surfaces

normal ly. The key thing here is people
who are at risk, just keep them away
from people who are sick. That is the
single most i mportant thing. Thi s

isn'"t going to be spread much on
surfaces. You know, of the first seven
cases we had, six of them are al
interrel ated. | knew cases two, three,
four, five and six, or some of them,
were going to be positive based on the
hi story and the exposures and the

sympt oms. | knew it. But there wasn't
outside of that a | ot of cases -- none
outside of that connected to that
within that community, so to speak. So
it really is limting exposure and

people who are sick keeping them away.

And wash hands. And even when there's
no soap, just plain water is better
than nothing. It's not 100 percent but

rubbing for a while under warm water is

better than nothing, the friction
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hel ps. It's not going to be the same
as with soap but it's better than
not hing.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: Thanks,
Commi ssioner .

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes,
thank you.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: | too have a
couple of constituent questions which
| " m going just to --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Sur e.
Go ahead.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: -- summari ze.
| know you touched upon hospital
visiting hours and | believe at this
point in time it is voluntary as to
whet her hospitals will wind up limting
their visiting hours or nursing homes,
those types of facilities. | s there a
point in time, and | imagine it would
be done by the state, not by us.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:

Correct.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: s there a
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point in time where there would be a
consideration of mandatory |imit in

terms of visiting hours?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: | think
SO. For hospitals and nursing homes,
that will be from the state.
I nteresting, because | know somebody's

going to ask about if, with school s,

t hat decision is made on an individual
school superintendent basis. And, you
know, it's one thing in New York City
where there's one public school system
and the | eaders can make a decision but
we will provide information and

gui dance. School s are under the
jurisdiction of the State Education

Department, but we're in contact with

t hem. | met with the superintendents
to tell them the resources we can
provide. We're willing to analyze

exposures if there are kids out of
school . We'll let them know if there's
staff that have created risk, we'll |et

item know and potentially make a
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recommendati on but all schools and

school

their

districts are going to make

own determi nati on of what to do.

And we saw that -- and that's for

public schools and universities. You

saw | ast night Hofstra cancell ed

cl asses for this week. | don't know i f

anybody was aware of that.

a cal

So that raised a question, | got

from a couple of other colleges,

should we be doing the same thing? And

| said well, they based that on a

circumstances, they evaluated risk. I

t hink

that's what's got to happen and

the Health Department can help that,

but at
hospit
consul
depart
When t
are st
Thankf
the fi
il

the end of the day, the

als are going to be in

tation with the state health
ment, state education and us.
here are cases in the hospital we
ill going to be involved.

ully so far none of our cases of
rst group of seven was critically

| think that's very i mportant and
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we wish them well . They're not
criminals. It's not a crime to get
sick. We want to -- so that's -- but
do I think things like visiting hours

et cetera are going to start to be

shortened in hospitals. Il think it
makes sense at some point. We don't
want sick people. When people want to
go visit |loved ones, they'Il go even if

they've got a sniffle and that can be
very dangerous is a hospital or in a
senior center.

| thought closing the nursing
homes to visitors in New Rochelle in
the middle of that outbreak | thought
was a very wise move but | don't know
whose decision it was.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: Okay. Wi th
respect to o private industry and the
guestion was specifically raised with
respect to supermarkets, but | guess it
has a much wider application to that.
Do we issue protocols for private

i ndustry, as far as how they should be
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sanitizing things |like shopping carts
or things that people would touch on a
regul ar basis?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So, the
answer i s we issue guidance. Its not a
| egally binding guidance. The guidance
from the CDC right now is for standard
sanitation, the way that you normally
woul d do it. Supermarkets which are of
a concerned because even during when
people are not going out much, even
when they're Iimting, they still have
to get food.

Supermarkets are under state
jurisdiction under the Department of
Agriculture and Markets and we will be
reaching out to them to make sure the
messaging of sanitizing is happening.
| think it's an i mportant point that
we' |l take back.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: One of the
ot her things that was mentioned
specifically - 1 just touched my face

again --
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DR. EI NSTEI N: That's all right.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: One of the
things that was mentioned specifically,
for example, is when you go into the
produce aisle and you pick up, you
know, a melon or an orange or an apple
and you're checking the apple, you
could have a dozen people have touched
that same apple that you're going to
turn around and put into your mouth.

mean, are any kind of recommendati ons?

DR. EI NSTEI N: lt's funny, | as
an infectious disease person -- as an
infectious di sease person | cringe when

| ve got to go in to buy fruits and
veget abl es because | wonder that, but
the answer is, you should be washing
the fruit anyway. This is just one
thing but | got to tell you, there's

any number of food borne viruses

whet her it's hepatitis or bacteria |like
sal monella and e-coli, anybody who buys
apples or melons, well melons have a

skin so you peel that off, but for
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apples, if you buy them, they should
washed. They should be thoroughly

rinsed and washed and the good news is

it doesn't appear that the virus |lives
out -- out of the body for an extended
period of time. So if there's a giant

bin of apples and it's been there for
hours and you put a few in a bag, you
should wash it to get all of the

mi crobi ol ogic's off of it, but | don't
see that as a particularly more
dangerous situation.

What would be is if the person
that's cooking your food has a runny
nose or a cough while they're doing it
and they're serving it, and they hand
it to you and they hand you the apple
and it goes right in your mouth, and

you still have droplets on that apple.

69

So again, it all goes back to isolating

and keeping away the people who are
sick from getting you
But yes, | got to tell you, I'm

every -- if you ever see me in a
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supermar ket by the produce aisle, |
want to buy it, | want it, but |I'"mvery
just nervous, you know, edgy. But it's
a reality and wash your fruits and
veget ables, all of them and that's from
beyond Coronavirus. Honestly, |I'm more
worries with fruits and vegetabl es
about salmonella and e-coli and other
things.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: Under st ood.
In terms of -- and | know you had
menti oned school programi ng, you know,
| guess sort of |l arge assemblies or
| arge meetings, is that something that
at this point we should be avoiding or
should we still be going through with
those.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes.
So |'"ve been asked that question
probably a hundred times in the | ast
t wo days and the answer i s: As an
evolving situation it has to really be
evaluated on a case by case basis. We

have many Nassau communities, many that
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have not had one case of Coronavirus.
Many . In fact, six of the first seven
cases were all within the same network
of people contained.

So if we have communities where
we don't have cases of virus, maybe
somebody who's at risk or is elderly or
i mmune compromi sed may want to stay
home but | don't think that all events
need to be cancelled at this time.
There -- if there's a |localized
situation where there's staff and
students within a school then that
community and that school board - -
superintendent may make that decision.
But | would not across the board
recommend cancelling everything now.

It really is not to that scale, yet.
And that is way down on the | ayer 1ist
of these non pharmaceuti cal
interventions. So | wouldn't just
routinely cancel something unless there
was a known risk and reason to do it.

We don't cancel when there's a flu, in
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the middle of flu season, we don't
cancel school plays and all that and
that's | think -- but we're happy to
di scuss individual events because |
understand the concern.

You're going to start to see some
things be cancelled, so my daughter 1is
in a school play and she was telling me
that before the play, they go to a
nursing home and do the play for the
seniors, you know. I f that's something
t hat would be on my earlier |ist to say
maybe that's not a great idea just
because the kids who might just a
little sniffly are still going to do
the play, could present maybe a risk to
the people they're presenting to. So

that's an example where you have to

eval uate it. But as a whole, we're not
at a point where |I would say just start
cancelling events. There has to be a

reason and a risk behind it and, |ike I

said, most Nassau communities don''t

have one case. And so in those
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communities for now, they should have
school and they should have sports and
they should have events. And mi ght
t hat change it might -- the other thing
| want to mention, as far as closing
schools, which I understand might one
day become a reality and other
countries have done it. Evi dence has
shown that closing schools isn't a
great mechanism on these curves because
when schools are closed kids aren't
staying home isol ated. Parents still

have to go to work and so other people

watch kids and kids still need to have
some kind of social experience. So
closing schools -- the act of

completely closing schools, while it
may be necessary, doesn't have the
community impact that say keeping
seniors away from an event mi ght. I
think that's an i mportant point.
There's a ot to this and for
events | would -- 1 would respond that

it really should be evaluated on a
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case-by-case basis. I n parts of the
county where there is no disease, and
that could change any day but if there
is no disease and there's no risk to
the school, per se, have your event,
live your life, take precautions. | f
kids or adults or teachers are sick,
they need to stay away and there has to
be ability to wash hands. But if
there's a school district that becomes
i nundated and there's a | ot of people
out on quarantine and a | ot of people
sick, we might make that kind of
recommendati on.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: So we
shouldn't be concerned at this point
having a meeting at the Legislature,
we're okay?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: | " m not
saying anything.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: | do have a
couple of -- obviously, one of the
reasons why we wanted to have this

hearing is to see if there was anything
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you needed from the Legislature,
anything that we could provide. | know
that, obviously, based upon your

current staffing, your staff is working
overtime and is doing everything that

it can. You know, | do note that in
2019 you had a budgeted head count of

175, you had requested ten additional

people for this year. Your actual
budget had been cut. | nstead of an
increase of ten, it had been cut by

eight, which we had put in budget
amendments to restore but those were
then vetoed by the County Executive.
So right now, it's a swing of 18. You
woul d ask for 185 and now based on math
you're down to 167, as far as | can
tell. Do you have adequate staffing
right now to be able to meet the

chall enges that you have to face?

know you mentioned, for example, that
some of the voluntary checks that you
were doing early, obviously those are

going to have to be discontinued
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because you simply don't have enough
peopl e. | s there anything that we can
be doing in terms of getting you
additional resources or getting you
additional staffing so that you can
meet the challenges that you have to
meet ?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So to
be fair, and | appreciate the question,
| appreciate the support. To be fair,
as this has unfolded everything |I've
asked the administration for, |'ve
received as far as support. We have a

medi cal reserve corp trained of over

1,000 volunteers who can call on for
hel p. This is isn't going to be a
health department alone event. You
know, Commi ssioner Morelli is ready to

help us and if it grows to a certain
point, we may have to relocate out of
the Health Department to OEM, for
exampl e, where other departments might
hel p us.

We have worked, we've needed the
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support of mental health because during
guarantines someti mes people need
ment al health evaluations and that's
done through their agency.

Police is always a big partner
and we may need police. We will need
police to help us with peopl e who
vi ol ate quarantine. St ate Heal th
Department has given us resources that
have come down. And |'m watching very
closely what's happening in Westchester
where they got -- |I'm not sure of this,
| ve heard this through the grapevine,
they've got in the thousands under
guarantine, so their health department
is not bigger than ours and they're
finding a way to do it. l"m in touch
with my coll eagues and spent a day in
Al bany yesterday in the middle of this
speaking with all the other health
commi ssioners and directors about how
we're going to get through it.

So far we've been able to do the

wor k and we are prioritizing as a
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78

health department and | think that's

i mportant for everybody to know. The
Heal t h Department does a | ot of things
and provides a | ot of services that
everybody is comfortable with and
enjoys and now we are pulling all of
our resources to this and other vital
things. We're not stopping the other
work, we're still testing water. We're
still making sure -- there are other

di sease that outbreak, there might be a

hepatitis case or an e-coli case.
Tuberculosis unit keeps working. STD
unit keeps working. | nspections will
continue. But we are focusing on the
hi ghest risk and most i mpactful to life
events and work that we do and that's

what we're going to be prioritizing

with the resources that we have.

If it's true that it gets to
guarantine numbers |ike Westchester
| "ve heard in the thousands, we're
still going to do what we can. The key

is we are able to do the contact
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investigations and the mandatory
guarantine and | believe with the
assi stance of our agencies and the
police that we're going to be able to

it.

And | do want to repeat,
throughout this any resource |'ve asked
for I"ve gotten without hesitation and
" m very appreciative of that and |I'm
being honest about that and | think
that we'll be okay with that.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: Obvi ously, if

that situation changes, | think |I speak
for all of us, just |let us know.
COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: I wi ||
And |I'"m not -- you know me a |ong ti me,
" m not shy. I f we need it, |I'mvery
guick to ask. | just -- what | do
need, and | appreciate is, a |lot you
have reached out to me and | want to

get back to you as quick as possi bl e,

just give me a |little bit of time.
That's what | really need because right
now, | think there's probably been 40
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texts of elected officials, school
| eaders, et cetera, and | can't just
stop and speak to them and that's what
we're up against. We're up against

trying to respond to everybody and

provide the guidance, but I'm so proud
of my staff that I've not heard
compl ai ni ng. They've been working

around the clock on weekends and
ni ghts. Many of them have |little kids
at home who they're not seeing. You
know, for me it goes with the job, I
expect it. But this has been a
chall enge and nobody's compl ai ning.
They understand this is |ifesaving work
and this is why you have a health
depart ment . This is our time to shine
and we'll never be able to quantify how
many people don't die because of our
efforts but people will stay alive
because of our efforts, that's for
sure.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Commi ssi oner .
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COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Thank
you.
LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: And we
appreciate your efforts, certainly.

| do have one question for

Commi ssioner Morelli, if you don't

mi nd. Just in terms of -- and of
course you know my personal interest in
it -- in terms of the volunteer fire
service, | know that -- all right,

caught wind that the city, for example,
is changing its protocols and its
response protocols in terms of not
sending fire fighters, for example, to
back up and assist on a call for a
suspected -- someone who's exhibiting
the symptoms, possible symptoms of
Coronavirus, have been issuing any
sim |l ar protocols or is that really up
to a department by department response?

COMMI SSI ONER MORELLI : Well, one
of the concerns is the number of people
that we send in. You know, agai n,

being in the voluntary fire service,
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someti mes the ambul ance is |like the

clown car, by the time it arrives at a

patient's house, six people are piling
out of it. Our concern is not having
t hat . Some of the information that

we're releasing through the regional
counsel and through the -- the
association of fire districts, as well
as through the individual battalions,
is to begin to |imt the number of
people that you're sending into calls.
Not hi ng has been written as of yet, as
far as a protocol goes. | " ve been in
touch with some of the folks fromthe
regional council. It's not a matter of
me, you know, trying to stay in my |ane
but | spent 35 years with the FDNY as a
paramedic, so | do understand the
information and the ramifications.
We've been doing what we can and in
personal conversations to do just that.
Limt the number of people that are
approaching patients. Heed the advice

of the call receiving operators from
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fire comm and the police department as
wel | . One of our concerns is the fact
that there are 34 other dispatch
agencies for volunteer fire departments
and the ambul ance corps that may not be
getting the message. So the
association of fire districts, as well
as the fire commi ssion, is trying to
put together some information so we're
able to get the same message out to
everybody.

And one more time, as we are able
to, we're going to be providing
additional personal protective
equi pment to all the volunteers, as
well as some the local smaller | aw
enforcement agencies from some of the
towns and villages, so to make sure
that everybody's protected during this.

Going forward, though, that's a

message that will -- 1 believe it will
be coming from the regional council to
all of the agencies.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
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Commi ssi oner. And same question for
you, and this is the |ast one as with
Commi ssioner Eisenstein, just is there
anything that we can be doing as a
| egi sl ature to assist you in what you
have to do?

COMMI SSI ONER MORELLI : Again, the
admi ni stration's been very kind in
getting us anything that we need,
gratefully our needs have been small at
this point. The only thing that | want
is for people, as Dr. Eisenstein and
everybody el se has been saying, you
know, we understand the need for
diligence. | f everybody manages
themsel ves, we shouldn't really have
that big of a probl em. Hand washing,
make sure your children are washing
their hands. | agree with you, sitting
here waiting to go write on my face
because | forget to close my pen, |I'm
trying not to touch my face. lt's just
a matter of everybody heeding the

war ni ngs. The hand sanitizer, if it's
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out there, that's great, if your hands
are not soiled, use hand sanitizer.
There's the price gouging and there are
ot her issues in obtaining it. We
attempted to make an emergency purchase
and while we were on the phone they --
the vendor we were dealing with went
from 1,000 to zero, so it's running out
of there.

" m |l ooking at it from a
di fferent perspective, eventually
everybody will have it. So it's going
to return to the shelves. | f everybody
just heeds the social distancing, make

sure that they clean the surfaces and

most i mportantly they -- can't say it
enough -- if you're sick, stay home.
There's no need to go out. Which is

one of the points that we're doing with
the entire continuity of operations
pl anning.

Should there be a number of
people within your own departments,

with your own agencies, stay home. | f
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the office needs to be closed we're
wor king out issues with the IT

department and getting people VPN

access so they'll be able to work from
home. You know, other issues aside,
government still needs to function, so

whet her it's hear or whether it's the
Legislature or the towns, villages
there's 69 different haml ets, towns,
vill ages and cities. We need to make
sure that everybody is up to continuing
their jobs.

LEGI SLATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Commi ssi oner. Thank you, Madam
Chai rwoman.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Legislator
Drucker.

LEGI SLATOR DRUCKER: Thank you,
Madam Chai rwoman. Doctor, | just --
Mr. Morelli, thank you very much for
your presence here today and your
i nformation, very hel pful.

Dr. Eisenstein, you know, every

year we get a flu shot or some of wus

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

87

Health - 3-9-20
get flu shots and even though we know
that the flu shot really protects us

against one particular strain of a flu

virus; isn't that correct? There are
still every year thousands of peopl e
die from the flu. | just found out

recently myself that the Coronavirus
has been around for quite some but the
Novel Coronavirus is what we have now,
what we're facing and that's a very
different type of situation. But |
mean, in past, | mean, |'ve been in a
house where someone's had the flu and I
never got the fl u. This particular
type of strain of the Coronavirus is
completely different than other forms
of viruses that we are always concerned
about year after year in terms of
protecting ourselves from the flu; 1iIs
that correct?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: lt' s
new. It's different and we haven't
really studied it yet to know, exactly,

the answer to your gquestion but al
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respiratory viruss, some the

precautions work for all of them and
that's what we're preaching. And there
-- we hope there'll come a time when

there is a vaccine against this strain
of Coronavirus. A surprising number of
people in the population don't get flu
shots, it's of the one the things the
Heal t h Department, you hear me,
scream about the flu 12 months a year,
it's never too |ate to get your flu
shot, and if it is, it's time for the
next flue shot.

There are a few strains covered,
there's an A and B strain covered,
annually, in the flu shot which is

usually a decent match to what's

circulating but not 100 percent. But
flu shots saves thousands of I|ives.
Last | heard, there were already -- and

this was old, this was a few weeks ago,
there are already 12,000 deaths in the
United States this year due to the flu

and | know nine pediatric deaths. The
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overwhel ming majority of people who die
from the flu were not vaccinated.
Peopl e who are -- this year, we did
see, especially in kids, people who
were vaccinated still get the flu but
they had very mild cases. And so, even
when you do get it, because the vaccine
didn't take 100 percent protection, it
provided enough to keep a | ot of people

alive, and that's what we're trying to

achieve. So | think we need to see --

| came up with an anal ogy, | don't know
that it exactly applies, but | think
it's kind of -- | just made this up, so

this is not evidence based when peopl e
say what do you mean |'ve come across

Coronavirus but this is a different

Coronavirus. And the way | thought of
it is, imagine a little dog -- |I"'"m not
a -- imagine a, | don't know, a poodle

that, you know, there's a poodle and
then there's a German Shepherd and the
damage that one can do to you is very

different than the damage the other.
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They're both dogs but they're

genetically still different. That's
the way | would kind of present this to
you.

The other former Coronaviruses
cause a common cold, they way maybe,
you know, |I'm not sure that -- this is
not a time tested anal ogy or
scientifically proven anal ogy but it
just shows you that within a certain

species, you know, within a certain

ani mal, there could be different | evels
of danger and that's what |I'mtrying to
illustrate with this. |l s that the

ot her Coronaviruses, everybody here has
had a Coronavirus, they're very common,
they spread and cause the common col d
and al most all of the people do well.
With this one, one of the main --
| didn't talk about this before -- one
of the main complications that causes
death with viruses is pneumonia and flu
can cause post flu pneumonia's, which

is a source of death in many peopl e,
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t hat particularly occurs with people
who have respiratory conditions. | ' ve
anecdotally heard that a | ot of the
cases around the globe have diabetes or

hi gh bl ood pressure or another

contributing factor as well. But we're
| earning this now and | would just urge
caution until we're comfortable saying

it's just another respiratory virus
that unfortunately is more severe for a
few peopl e. We don't know the

epi demi ol ogy yet. We do know it can be
deadly and so we're trying to keep
people alive.

LEGI SLATOR DRUCKER: So does that
really explain why -- | mean, we've
that the governor, there's a sense of
urgency to try to come up with a
vaccine for it, but is it concerning
that we should -- do you think we'l
have a vaccine for it or is just I|like
something |like other forms of virus
it's going to -- with procedure

precautions it'll run its course and
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maybe die out, but is there really a
sense of urgency for us to come up with
a -- for a vaccine?
COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Wel |, |
think there is and the reason is, if
you |l ook at mortality rates, when you

even -- let's just take one percent.
One percent of our population is a | ot
of people and not everybody in the
popul ation would contract disease. But
even if ten percent of the country, and
this is -- that would be a | ow guess
for a brand new virus with no i mmunity.

I f ten percent of the -- | don't want

to do the math, but 10 percent of 350

mllion is a |lot of people and one
percent of that is still a |ot of
peopl e.

And so, you know, what we want to
make sure it goes back to the curve
that's up on the screen is that we
limt the number of people who are
exposed and |imt the number of people

who will die. We know some people will
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die, it's already happened in
Washi ngton state and ot hers. "' m very
appreciative and thankful right now
that of the first group of people that
we know who had this, none of them are
critically ill, but this is |ifesaving.
| want to be clear. This is a virus
t hat has caused death around the globe
and that's what we're trying to
m nimize. And if it were just another
common cold, we don't |like to see the
spread of any disease, that's why you
have a health department. But
certainly the -- | think the potenti al,
and we're also managing expectations.
This is unknown. Part of the panic and
fear is part of the unknown. We don't
know what this is going to |ead to.
We've been trained by Hollywood that
viruses are going to come and cause al
ki nds of damage. But that historically
has happened. The flu of 1918 ravaged
the earth, it killed mllions of people

around the globe. | don't -- we're
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going to do everything we can to limit
the damage here and that's what - -
community mitigation, that's what we're
trying to do. | do think it's prudent
to try and protect, especially the
people most at risk.

LEGI SLATOR DRUCKER: Thank you
very much.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Legislator
Lafazan.

LEGI SLATOR LAFAZAN: Thank you,

Madame Chairwoman. Commi ssioner
Morelli, thank you as al ways for your
service. Commi ssioner Eisenstein,

you're making us proud these past few
weeks on TV and | just want to say
thank you in the midst of the chaos for
taking a phone call from me on a
constituent issue unrel ated. You' ve
been unbelievabl e.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Thank
you.

LEGI SLATOR LAFAZAN: Not a
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guestion, just more of a statement.
Obviously, with the fluidity of
i nformation, the public's relying more
and more on press conferences and mass
medi a communi cati ons. My ask is to
pl ease remember, not just for the both
of your departments, but for every
county agency, the first law | wrote
unani mously passed by this body is to
have a sign | anguage interpreter, a
gualified ASL interpreter within view

of the camera at those press

95

conferences, so, please, as we continue

to rely on these mass medi a
communi cations, please make sure we

have those in camera, and anything you

need from my office or this body, we're

here to hel p.

COMMI SSI ONER MORELLI : | agree
with you there. And that was an
i nterpreter upstairs this morning and
the irony of it is, we had an event on
Saturday that was too short notice. I

reached out to our friends over at
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Mel ni ck and they've been spectacul ar.

Every time we request them, they're

there. Saturday was unfortunate
because | gave them 89 minutes of | ead
ti me. We're doing everything we can in

that respect because we do understand
t hat popul ation also needs to be
informed.

LEGI SLATOR LAFAZAN: Thank you.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Legislator
Bynoe.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: Thank you,
Madam Chair . Good morning.

Dr. Eisenstein, | start out by
asking what is the protocol for
communi cating with school districts

relative to mandatory quarantine.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: | met
with all the school superintendents and
we went over the protocols. The

protocols have changed, they changed on
Friday since that meeting which was
about a week and a half ago. We are

going to first assure that the people
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who need to be quarantined are
guarantined. Maki ng sure that they are
kept away from the public is the single
most i mportant thing and doing it in a
timely fashion before they get to the
buil ding. Once that happens, we wil/|l
be notifying the school that students
won't be coming to school. We have to
be very careful with regard to privacy.
Somebody being under a quarantine does
not make them sick. Does not make them
a risk.

Now, the discussion we would have
with school districts would be very
different if a staff member, a teacher,
a bus driver, whatever, had the disease
and had been exposed, then our contact
investigation would actually go into
the school and we would work with the
school and try to identify, | don't
know, who had lunch at what time or who
was on what bus, whatever the
circumstance might be. Who was in that

science cl ass. Whatever it might be.
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So schools are not part of the
contact investigation unless the
di sease is within the schools but
certainly if a student is going to be
out or a staff is going to be out, we
woul d want the school to know so
that -- that schools have been asked.
There are going to be students who are
kept home. School s have been asked to
make an accommodati on so that the
students are able from home to do some
of the so they don't fall behind and we
will keep them informed.

Very often schools want
i nformation, medical, private medi cal
information that's not relevant to them
and not part of the story and we won''t
give that. We will protect student
privacy. What we will tell the school
is what the risk is to them and what
the suggested measures would be. And
ultimately, the schools make their own
decision on whether to stay open or

not .
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LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: What would be
the time frame though? Let's say, for
instance, someone was notified
yesterday, mandatory quarantine.

How woul d you contact -- what
woul d be the timeframe to which you
woul d contact that school district
Monday morni ng?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So

everything is done on a prioritization

basi s. There isn't a set time |imit,
we will get to them as soon as

possi bl e. But making sure that whoever
is not going to the school is situated

safely is going to be the priority.
Telling the school will be i mportant
and we will let them know as soon as we
can but first we have to secure the
premi ses and make sure that people are
in a safe condition, then we will
notify the school.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: | understand
if we have --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: That's
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if there's no risk to the school. That
changes -- that's a totally different
story if there is a risk within the
school .

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: " m just
sticking with mandatory.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: We
don't have a set -- there's no within
one hour or two hours protocol. We're
doing it as quickly as we can.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: | understand
you are and | know you're under extreme
circumstances here, but wouldn't you
think it would be a good idea for us to
have some | evel of protocol in place so
it's not a step to get skipped in the
process?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Wel |,
don't think it's been skipped.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: " m just
asking a question.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: | think
that we are thorough in our work and |

think to commit to something that an
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emergency might pull us away from, |'m
unaware -- it's part of what we do,

it's par t-- it's not necessarily, you
know, step wise. There isn't that says

okay, from the time a child is notified

within two hours we're going to tell

the school . But we are going to tel
the school, we are working with them
and so | think it is part of our
protocol, quite frankly, already.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: | was just
trying to understand a timeline, is
there a process, is there one person in

your department that's tasked with
maki ng that call? |l s there some | evel
of a protocol ?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: The
teamis in -- there is an incident
commander and people are assigned to
di fferent cases. You know, if you're
tal king about on the weekend, we have
people come in and people cycle out and
we have to make sure our team gets

rest, so there isn't just one person
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the whole time but we do have a | arge
team working on this and the

communi cations have been really good.

| understand -- and part of this
i's managing pani c. | understand that
people hear -- sometimes even on
Facebook | see wrong information that's

passed around and somebody calls me and
says hey, have you read this report and
| look at it. We want to make sure
that the information that we give is
appropri ate. We want to make sure that
we have answers and we have
recommendati ons and when you call a
school and say so and so student is
going to be under mandatory quarantine

and they're not going to be comi ng to

school . The discussion doesn't end
there. That al ways | eads to whol e
ot her questions. Well, what action

should we take and who el se were they
exposed to and were they on the school
bus and who is it and are they sick and

what's their condition. We have to
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make sure that we have appropriate
informati on before we communi cate. We
have to make sure that we're avail able
to protect a student or -- it's not
only student, staff member, whoever it
is and we take that very seriously.

But in my assessment, not everything

has been perfect. This is an emerging
rapidly evolving situation, but | think
my team s done well, as well as we can

do under the circumstances.

And | ook, just this morning we're
tal king about eight new cases since
| ve worked in the building. The
team' s working on that. | don't know
what it's going to be by the end of
today or tomorrow, we're going to try
and keep everybody informed. | think
the most i mportant thing | can say is
the measures that we're taking, as it
actually comes to protecting the
community, are i mmedi ately addressed.
| mmedi ately addressed. Notification

we're doing the best we can to keep up
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with it to make the school aware. | f
the school is at any risk that is an
i mmedi ate phone call. I f the school is

just being notified somebody's not
comng, it's hard to find some peopl e
on a Sunday evening, you know, so we
mi ght wait until Monday morning to | et
them know when the administration's
there. Now most school administrators
are responsive 24 hours a day, to be
fair. But it's certainly -- that's an
easier task to notify during school
busi ness hours. We al so have a much

| arger staff perhaps on a Monday. We
had a full unit this weekend, a | ot
emerged very rapidly and | was very
proud of how they did.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: Thank you for

t hat answer. | was contacted
throughout the weekend so | know your
depart ment was working and | definitely
appreciate all the efforts. Just

wanted to know about the protocols and

as we move through a process, you know,
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things will change.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: And | ' m
hopeful that we will create protocols
as we move through these different --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:

Absol utely. And we do have plans. We
do have plans in place.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: Okay.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: There's
uni gue circumstances. A plan can't
address every unique scenari o.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: Al'l right. So
you tal ked about the (516)227-9570 work
line and it's open from 9:00 from 5:007?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Seven
days a week.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: Seven days a
week. |l s there any intention to extend
those hours, especially as it would
relate to being able to be in
communi cation with school districts?

We know that most school districts are

open as early as 7:00, 6:30, 7:00 in
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the morning, if there were staff that
was available to answer those calls
very early.
COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So we

do have nurses in that early but

they're not part of the call center.
The call center is for general
i nformation. Any medical scenario is

going to be handled by the team. And

the team is available 24 hours. We do
have an after hours number, 24 hours a
day we can take calls but routine calls

we want to happen during the day when

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: That 24-hour
call is --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: We have
an on call for medical concerns not for
oh, what's, you know, gener al
guestions. And we don't want to use
the middle of the night for general
guestions.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: Can we make

sure that every school district has
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that number, please?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:
Absol utely. Absol utely.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: Thank you. So
what has been our communication to our
staff? | know we're generally telling
people stay home. Has that been
communi cated directly through the ranks
of Nassau County's employees?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes.
believe a letter went out from the

admi ni stration | ast week and through HR

| ve gotten a mllion e-mails. ' m
trying to remember which is which. But
we have -- you know, we want people to

take precautions but even so business
continues and serving the public
continues and especially for the
majority of the percentage of our

popul ation, they've not been exposed to
Coronavirus or anywhere near it. So we
want our staff to be aware of what's
happening and at the same time use

common sense precautions. We want to
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make sure that people know to wash
their hands, if they sneeze to wash
their hands, stay home if they're sick.
That messaging has gone out to our
staff.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: And is it --
are we taking any additional protocols
in terms of staffers that would be
entering homes or that are working with
our jail population?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So PPE
training is part of all EMS response,
all of our responders. We try and
limt exposure, things that we can do
from outside a home |ike talk to
somebody on the phone but see them in a
wi ndow we would do on certain
occasi ons. Our health department staff
is trained and our medical reserve corp
is trained on the proper PPE. There's

pl enty of supplies as Commi ssioner

Morelli testified before. And we - -
EMS is -- goes through training, |I'm
not part of that but | know they go
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through training and our hospital
partners are excellent. We have had to
arrange a couple of transportations
over the course of a month and that's
been done appropriately with the proper
measures in place and |I'm comfortabl e
that that protocol and that we would
not put somebody, send somebody into a
situation that was not safe. We wer e
with the police commi ssioner had a
press conference earlier this week
showing the different masks and the
di fferent materials and the equi pment
and the training that they have.
believe there's a press conference
| ater today out somewhere, Malverne,

about infection control and transport

and the I|ike. Certainly keeping our
own staff safe is our top priority. | f
we don't -- and even within our
department, if somebody is sick,

don't want them there. The worst thing

that could happen is our department

gets hit by something that takes a | ot
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of people out. We are -- | mean, there
are so many of these bottles in our
command center right now but taking
care of our staff and making sure we
cycle people in is concern number one.
We can't serve the public if we're
unable -- we got to take care of
ourselves so we can take care of the
publi c.

LEGI SLATOR BYNOE: Again, | just

want to close by saying thank you for

all that you're doing, collectively,
all of the county agencies,
Commi ssi oner Morelli, appreciate you.

Thank you very much.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Thank you.
just want to ask one quick question
before we have four other | egislators
t hat want to comment or have questions.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Sur e.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: But what are
we doing in particular, | know we've
tal ked about a | ot of departments, but

over in our correction facility, what
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are we doing to make sure that they are
covered? | know Legislator Birnbaum
did ask but, you know, of course, their
popul ation changes constantly, and
al so, the workers there.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So the
guestion had been raised, and | know
we're working on it of should there be

screening for visitors, screening for

empl oyees. And | ook, we know that
that's a high-risk popul ation. St af f
there, from what we understand, is

doing an excellent job making sure that
they're practicing sanitary protections
and the guidance is the same routine
cleaning. Routine cleaning is

i mportant. But | think the most

i mportant thing is sick people staying
away. It's the same theme that |'m
saying for every aspect. Whet her it's
a school or a senior center or a jail
the key feature is sick people staying
away. | don't know if the sheriff has

any plans to change visiting hours or
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anything of that |ike. | do know the
guestion is being batted around about
doing temperature checks on visitors.
| don't know what will happen with
t hat . But it comes back to the same
measures; people who are sick, whether
they're visitors or staff, should stay
away and that's true for schools and
jails and senior centers and hospitals
and restaurants and every aspect of
society. The measures aren't
di fferent, although |I do acknowl edge
that the risk and the potenti al
exposures varies in different settings.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: We just want

to be sure they have all the supplies
that they need there, you know, in that
facility.

COMMI SSI ONER MORELLI : So far no

requests have been made to us for any
supplies at the correctional center.
We did receive a request from the
juvenile center. The popul ation there

is low, | believe the census of only 16
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i ndi vidual s that are there. We are

maki ng arrangements to get some

supplies over to them. From what |'m
told, and I'"m just reading a text about
concerning this, their facility was

sanitized over the weekend by an
outside vendor but that does not negate
the fact that there could be somebody
there that's still ill. We will be
providing, they should have picked them
up this morning, some masks and gl oves
for those over at the juvenile center.
And from what I'm told, at the
correctional center itself, they do
have their own on-staff cleaning people
and both the correctional center and
the juvenile center are screening their
visitors with respect to travel and any
of the risk that they're getting. I
mean, it's a pretty informal question
and answer back and forth when they
come to visit. Has there been travel,
has there ben anybody at risk. So they

just want to prevent them from coming
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in also. But as | said, the
correctional center hasn't requested
anything. The juvenile center has and
we are providing for them.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: And we wil |
make sure we keep in contact with them
directly.

COMMI SSI ONER MORELLI : Yes.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Legislator
Bi rnbaum. Oh, were you next Legislator
Carrie” Soll ages.

LEGI SLATOR SOLAGES: Thank you,
Madame Chair, for allowing non

committee members to ask questions.

Thank you. Good morning.
COMMI SSI ONER MORELLI : Good
mor ning.

LEGI SLATOR SOLAGES: Good
morni ng, Commi ssioner. Good morning
everyone here today. | would like to
thank you very much for putting your
department in overdrive and working
beyond 9: 00 to 5:00 and really coming

to the call of duty and hel ping our
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great county. Thank you very much.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Thank
you. And overdrive is the right word.
That's the perfect word, actually.
Thank you.

LEGI SLATOR SOLAGES: | hope
you're getting your Wheaties and taking
your vitami ns, we need you. When you
succeed, we all succeed.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Thank
you.

LEGI SLATOR SOLAGES: So
congratul ations and thank you for your
hard work.

| was informed by several parents
from a | ocal school district in the
community that | represent that there
were students who came back from Ml an
and a teacher and they were under, you
know, either they were sick and they
exhi bited other, you know, one student
had pneumoni a. And | wunderstand that
they reached out to your department and

you went above and beyond and you
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answered their questions and the test
came back negative.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:
Thankfully, yes.

LEGI SLATOR SOLAGES: And |I'm very
t hankful for that.

Now I '"m in a position to either
in form our community that there was
this scare and everything turned out to
be negative. | would ask you, if you
were in my position, would you issue a
statement informing individuals that
this occurred or not issue that because
it could increase fear and,
unfortunately, people acting in ways
t hat are not reasonabl e?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So, its
all based on the risk to the community.
| f people were traveling back from
Europe and were never in the school,
per se, there is no risk in the school.
It's only the travelers who could
potentially be at risk. | would

protect the privacy of the travelers,
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because everybody in the school is
going to know who the travelers are and
you have to be very careful not to
identify someone in their health
condition.

| f people came back sick and went
to school and so there's a fear that
there is an exposure in the school,
t hat would be something we would be
happy to discuss with you and assess
the risk. So while we're sitting here,
| got a text from somebody that -- one
of the school district doctors who
said, you know, a school district just
called me, they were called by the
Heal t h Department that one of the
students is on gquarantine, they're not
allowed to come in but they're not
sick, should the school close? Well,
that student was never sick. There was
never an exposure in that school
through this student so, no. The
school shouldn't close.

Should the school make an
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announcement ? The school can announce
what they want but what are you
announcing that there's somebody who's
not sick. There's somebody who's not
sick but we're keeping them home just
to watch them. There's going to be
hundreds of people on quarantine in the
next few weeks, hundreds, maybe more.
| "ve heard in Westchester there are
thousands of people, so it will quickly
become a | ot of people who are asking
to stay home, and if you think about
it, that it's -- your unique situation
that you describe is a unigue one case
but there are hundreds of variations of
t hat and so, | think it really has --
my answer to you is really has to be
done -- |I'm touching my face -- on a
case-by-case basis based on the risk to
the community. Peopl e want information
but very often they want information
that they're not medically entitled to,
but it's somebody else's private

business or they want information
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that's not actual real. They want to
hear there's this and there's this and
there's this, and when you say there's
really not, they're disappointed, they
want a story. | think we have to be
very careful not to panic the
community, keep them informed of the
facts and whenever there is a risk that
people need to know, that's when we
make sure that we inform them. | don't
know - -

LEGI SLATOR SOLAGES: Under st ood.
My next question: Has the Heal th
Department or the County Executive
i ssued any directives to the bus
service, NICE bus service to clean
their buses? | ve seen, again, in New
York City with MTA, they've been doing
a |l ot of work in terms of cleaning the
subway terminals. Are they cleaning
the apparatus on the bus where people
put in the card?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: That's

a fair questions but that's a question
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t hat would be for the administration.
| know they were talking about it but |
wasn't in the conversation so | don't
know what was said or not so | don't
want to comment.

LEGI SLATOR SOLAGES: Under st ood.
Not hing further. Thank you.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Thank

you.
LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: Thank you

for all this information that you've

provided to us. | know a group of

mot hers who have children with asthma
and you said children are less, seem to
be |l ess susceptible.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So f ar
it seems that way.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: So what
woul d you say to these mothers because
they are really fearful about their
children since their, you know, their
condition already is --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: | think

in a case like that, it really requires
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-- each case is different and | think
they really should consult with their
pediatricians on that, as far as what
is the risk, is it seasonal asthma,
what are the triggers for asthma. I
have not seen -- anecdotally | have not
seen a published link to asthma and
this disease, but there are might be
that | just haven't seen. There are
many many publications comi ng out very
rapidly and I'"m trying to stay on top
of all of them. So I don't want to
make a general statement about that.
| " m not a pediatrician and | think that
we have enough pediatricians here in
the community that can guide these
fam lies through it that | would
recommend a phone call to a
pediatrician and say are there any
speci al precautions. Certainly we
don't want anybody to be sick. We're
happy that it appears that children
aren't suffering as severely as adults

but that doesn't mean they can't. And
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certainly there are children who are
i mmune suppressed and we don't want
them getting sick. So the message to
stay home does apply to children as
wel | . When a child is sick, please
don't send them to school. There are
ot her children who have asthma and who
have other i mmune compromi sing
situations. So it's easy that a kid
gets sniffles and you send them to
school . We're asking parents not to.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: l*d also
li ke to you address the new testing
kits that Northwell Health has and |
think the testing, the result period is
supposed to be shorter than previous
tests?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Wel |,
it's shorter because the test doesn't
have to take a three-hour car ride to
Al bany and then wait in line, there was
one | ab doing the tests from all over
the state so now it's a ten-minute car

ride and hopefully they're able to
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batch and give results out much much
more quickly. So | think what you're
seeing is an increased capacity to do
testing. Wadsworth | ab in Al bany and
CDC | ab in Atlanta were really our only
two places tod o it. Now we have
Nort hwell System |l ab is doing testing
and |I'"ve understand that commerci al
| abs will be up and running in the next
week, maybe ten days. So the capacity
to do | abs and get results back
guickly, which is a key part of this.
Find people and isolate them. The
timng should be much better. | don't
know the specific kits themselves but
it's taking less time just because we
don't have to get a sample three hours
with traffic, four hours up to Al bany.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: And when
woul d somebody actually be sent for a
test, who makes that decision?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: That's
a really important question. The are

-- the national capacity to test is
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still limited. And while the new
gui dance allows any physician to order
a test, which is new guidance, there's
a couple of asternics that | think are
very important. First, if a doctor
chooses to test somebody because they
-- hopefully because they have symptoms

t hat would match and they've ruled out

ot her things, there still has to be a
cause to test somebody. This is very
i mportant. Anybody who gets tested

because a doctor is concerned that they

have this, is automatically going to be
entered in mandatory quarantine. That
is the state's protocol, brand new
protocol . So we don't want doctors

just doing it because people want it or
they have a cold and they think they
have it. There are symptoms and

hi story that have to be eval uated. But
in the near future, as the capacity
expands, any doctor will be able to
order the test. But they're going to

have to report it to the State Health
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Department and to us. And if they've
ordered at test on somebody, that means
their suspicion is high enough and
we're going to put that person into
mandat ory quarantine while the test is
pending.

As of now, the capacity is
expanding each day. When Northwell
opened, | believe | had read they only
going to be to 75 or 100 a day and
their hope was to get up to 1,000 by
the end of the week. We have a million
and a half people here, 1,000 is a very
small number . But doctors, providers,
whoever's ordering the test and
patients need to be cognizant, we want
to find people, we want to
appropriately use the resources that we
have. We don't want to abuse it. And
if you're tested, you're not being put
under mandatory quarantine as a
puni shment, you're being put under
mandatory quarantine because you're

considered possi ble enough to have it

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353



126

Health - 3-9-20

that we don't want you spreading it in
the community. So | hope the public
will understand that but that is a key
part of this process.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: So that's
-- the follow-up is: Mandat ory
guarantine. How do we actually monitor
because that was - -

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: We go
to their house.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: We go to
their house?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: We go
to their house. We make sure they're
there. We check their temperature. We

knock on the door and say are you here.

And we will be going to everybody who
i's mandatory quarantine. So when | say
it's all hands on deck. We' Il have
inspectors, we'll have people from

ot her agencies and government doing

this. We'll have volunteer medica
reserve corp people doing this. We are
going -- people who are under mandatory
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guarantine, it is the governor's
instruction that we go and physically
check that they are there.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: So when you

say we" we being --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Heal t h
Depart ment.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: -- Health
Depart ment . You have people who are
doing this?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: This is
going to be -- you know, we may need
multi agency hel p.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: Yes.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: But ,
yes, the answer to your question is
yes. We have people that are going to
be doing this. Some of them -- we have
a ot of field workers, some of them
are going to be inspectors who if there
is a restaurant that they have to
i nspect and there's a home two blocks

away, we're going to do one trip.

They'll do one and then the other vice
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versa, so we're coordinating all of
that, which is why monitoring -- this
goes back to when we put people in

mandatory quarantine, we want to put

all of this in place and go forward.
So that's the answer. We are going to
check that they are complying. We are

not going to be there 24 hours a day
but if we see or it's reported, they
will i mmediately be taken by | aw
enforcement, with a mask appropriately,
to a quarantine, a legitimate | ocked up
guarantine.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: So you
actually are going to be able to follow
every single person who will tested
that mens, because everybody who's
going to be tested is being put into
mandat ory quarantine. That number is
going to be --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes.

But | do want to point out, most of the
people being tested are in hospitals,

so that's why their sick in the first
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pl ace, they're in hospitals.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: Right. But
now that there are tests going to be
avail able --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:

Correct.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: Many mor e

people are going to be tested.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Oh,

this is work. This is overdrive. Thi s
is overdrive. That was the perfect

wor d. We understand the scope of what
we're dealing with, which is why | said

this has been a massive amount of work
around the clock but we have a very

| arge medical reserve corp, we have
partners in other government agencies
who are already contributing and

hel ping out. The whole health
department knows that routine things
that we do, the process is going to be
altered a little bit. Everybody's
going to -- | just gave you some

exampl es but we have this model.
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LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: Ri ght but

when they get a negative test result

back.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: I f they
get a negative test result back, |let me
remember the algorithm, it just came
out . We're still going to keep them in

guarantine for a set period of time if
they were exposed to somebody who had
di sease. That's the thing. So i f we
get it -- if somebody's sick and we get
a negative but we have no known

exposures, they wouldn't have to stay

in a mandatory quarantine, | think. I
think I got this right. | don't have
the algorithm in front of me, so if |I'm
erring, | will correct it.

But if somebody was exposed,
fam ly member in the house, we test
them today and their test was negative,
they still might develop this in two
days so their -- based on their risk
factor, they're going to stay in

guarantine.
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does that mean they di
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Do you know

fal se negatives? I

dn't

actually have enough symptoms to test

posi ti

| earni

virus.

ve yet.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: We're

ng about the shedding of the
lt's brand new. | don't know

how many days in is the test

positive.

| don't. That's why we're really
figuring out the exposure and basing it
more on that than anything el se. But
again, if somebody is in a hospital,
i solated in a hospital, we're not
serving them quarantine orders, they're
fine, and that is the majority of the
people who are tested.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: But Iike

these people are already very sick to

warrant going to a hospital,

i magi ne?

Yes.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM
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you would think you might just have a
cold or a cough or.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:

Correct.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: My | ast
guestion would be: The hand
sanitizers, the Purells.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: | just
recently got onem, never been opened
but | just was reading the ingredients
and then it saw it has an expiration
date on it. So what if it's a year or
t wo past the expiration date?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: That
woul d be very, very ol d. Because |
know at | east a two-year expiration
date on these.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: Yes.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So then

what we do in emergency circumstances,

what | would say with medicine is,
don't throw it out. See if you can get
one that's not expired. I f you can't,
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it's better than nothing. lt's not
ideal, it's not indicated. But if
there's such a shortage that all you

have is one that expired |l ast mont h,

would still use it. That's an off
| abel use, | have to, you know,
clarify. Yes, the specifics are

circumstance but that would be better
than nothing. If it's five years
expired, | don't know what the efficacy
of it is, but it's the alcohol base
rub - -

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: lt's the
primary alcohol - -

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes, 60

percent alcohol is what you should be
| ooking for. Doesn't matter who the
maker is, doesn't matter. 60 percent
alcohol is what the indicated is and if

you |l ook at them, this one doesn't say,
does it? The writing is so small
can't see.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: Based on

what you're saying, could somebody make
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their own home solution using alcohol ?

COMMI SS|I ONER EI SENSTEI N: | don''t
recommend that. | do not recommend
t hat . It's funny a couple of the

| i quor companies have actually come out
and said please, don't use this to make
your own sanitizing solution. | would
not recommend that. | would not
recommend that.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: Then it's
just soap and water --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Peopl e
can -- they don't understand what
chemi cals or concentration and al cohol

can be toxic if it's breathed in or if

it's abused. | don't recommend peopl e

maki ng their own. Rat her they just use
soap and water wherever they can. But

the supply chain will refresh and just

keep people | ooking. And | can tel

you, |I'"ve seen it in stores in the | ast
two days at regular prices, not all the
stores | went into but |I've seen it.

Some places have it and some pl aces
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don't and supplies are coming in.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: So one | ast
guestion back to the incubation period.
So if you quarantined -- is it a 14-day
i ncubation, could it be 14 days after
somebody was exposed that they first --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So 14
days is considered the maxi mum possi bl e
i ncubation period. Once we've |l earned
more about it, that may change. Once
we' ve studied and we show that the
i ncubation always ends by day eight or
nine, we might shorten that to ten-day
i ncubation. But not knowing the
answer, the federal government, which
think was a wise choice, albeit a long
peered, picked the number that they
think would cover every possi ble case.

| think we're starting to see
i ncubation periods tend to in the two
to five day range. " m not willing to
say there aren't cases that extend out.
So 14 days is chosen because it's

considered the maxi mum -- at this point
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-- with the information we have, the
maxi mum possi ble incubation. I f we
| earn that nine days is the maxi mum
possi ble, then we'll change the -- but
science is -- one of the key things
about this curve, the | ower curve on

the graph on the screen, the striped

one is what we're aim ng for. As you
see, it pushes the cases out in time.
And that get -- you might say well, we
want to end this quicker. You don''t

want to end it quicker if it affects
and kills many more people. You want
to give science time to answer these
guestions and so that's what happens
when you mitigate in the community and
push the cases out | ater. Hopefully --
| would think in a couple of months
we'll know the incubation period and we
may alter the 14 days, maybe it becomes
ten days, maybe it becomes 17 days and
we were wrong. lt's likely to be | ess
than 14 days in the future, but right

now, | agree with the 14 days and that
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is the federal and state protocol.

LEGI SLATOR Bl RNBAUM: Than
So much.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:
you.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: " m ju
going to have Legislator Gaylor,
because he's on the committee an
we have Legislator Abrahams and
Legislator Mule.

LEGI SLATOR GAYLOR: Thank
Madam Chai rwoman. Questions | h
directed to that bell curve and
just brought it wup.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:

LEGI SLATOR GAYLOR: How f a
the I eft are we of the bell curv
how | ong before we get to the ri
side of the -- coming slope of t
curve?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:
at the very beginning. The very

begi nning.
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LEGI SLATOR GAYLOR: Right. So
how | ong is this -- this COVID-19 has
been going on for two months now.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:

Correct.

LEGI SLATOR GAYLOR: How | ong
before we see the exponentially quick
increase and then how much | onger until
it starts coming down and this tapers
of f ?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: So |
don't know the answer to the second
guestion but we are just now starting
across America to see the exponenti al
increase. We went in to the weekend
with 200 cases and came -- in country,
and nation and we came out with 500 and
something in a weekend. So your
doubling time is down to two or three
days or one day. | mean, we added
today, doubled our cases from yesterday
but that's in part because we're
testing. When you test you're going to

find more. So you're going to see a
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sharp rise now because testing

facilities are able to test more
rapidly. So we're at the very
beginning of this. | heard anecdotally

that China appears to have peaked and
they're starting to drop but | don't
know if that's because of the drastic
measures that exist and that if they're
lifted it would go back up. This is
not a perfect model, it's just an
illustration of what our measures try
to do but we are at the very beginning
of this and now we're starting to see
more cases and there's going to be more
cases. | don't want anybody to panic
when they see more cases. We're trying

to find cases so we can isolate them

That's what we're doing. lt's not - -
the number will go up. That's not a
terrible thing. We don't want to see

deat hs, we don't want to see cases and
remember, all the measures that we're
taking, we're not trying to have zero

cases, we're trying to keep as |ow a
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number as possible. | can't -- the
hardest part of being in public health
is we can't quantify how many cases did
not happen. You can't count what
didn't happen, but |I'"m sure that a | ot
of cases are not happening because of
the measures that we've put in place.

LEGI SLATOR GAYLOR: | appreciate
all that you do, as well as
Commi ssioner Morelli.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Thank
you.

LEGI SLATOR GAYLOR: Al'l that you
do. Thank you, Madam Chairperson.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Legislator
Abrahams.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: Thank you,
Madam Chai rwoman. Just a coupl e of
guestions and first, Dr. Eisenstein.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Thank
you.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS:

Commi ssi oner Morelli and your entire

team and staff are doing a phenomenal
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job in trying to communicate to the
public in these very difficult and
chall enging times.

| did receive a question that, |
guess, since we're live streaming this.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Sur e.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: | wasn't
too sure if it was through the live
stream from my office or was it
potentially through the live stream
that we do through the Legislature.
But | did receive a message, which
kind of know the answer but to answer
this person's question who took the
time to post on our page. | just want
to make sure | answer the question
properly or ask the question properly.

But their question was rel ated
to, and |I'"'m reading it verbatim
Hell o, in light of the Coronavirus
rapidly spreading, what does Nassau
County plan to do about the Jurassic
World Iive show. Does Nassau County

have any authority to make a deci sion
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to cancel all the upcomi ng shows. I
have tickets for Saturday but |I'm not
pl anning to attend. | called the
coliseum for a refund, | didn't
purchase insurance, | was told the
coliseum has made a decision to remain
open. Who in Nassau County can | speak
with if Hofstra is taking precaution
shouldn't someone make an executive
decision to safeguard children now.

| know you can't answer that
guestion, obviously, and in that
interimto try to answer this person a
little bit more clearer, | did have
counsel take a | ook at the ti me
counties | ocal state of emergency and
suspension of local | aws and per the
county's charter in regard to this
measure -- state law, |I'm sorry, state
| aw. The only way this would be
enacted is if there was some | evel of
state of emergency taken on by the
County Executive.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:
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Correct.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: Whi ch we
give her the authority to do that,
which | don't believe she has the
intention of doing or hasn't discussed,
at least with the Legislature,
potentially doing that. There is no
ot her mechani sm, explaining to this
person, that the coliseum could be
closed. We rent the coliseum. And | 'm
answering the question for you, to a
degree, but | mean | guess what [|'m
really driving at from your standpoint
and it kind of goes into your earlier
part of your presentation, at what
point do you believe a recommendati on
from your office would warrant
somet hing of that magnitude? | ' ve been
to events at the coliseum, they draw
t housands and thousands and thousands
peopl e.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:

Absol utely.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: Actual ly, |
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was just there | ast night. There
wasn't thousands and thousands and
thousands, there may be a few thousand
for the basketball championship for the
girls and boys in the county.

At what point in your
recommendati on, | arge scale events,
events that are probably hosted at post
or at the coliseum, is there a -- if
| " m Joe Q. Public or June Q. Public and
" m |l ooking at something and is 100
cases, is it 200 cases? What number
are you | ooking at?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Right.
So first, | do want to for the
constituent who wrote the question,
do want to let them know that my
depart ment has been in touch with
coliseum | eadership to go over measures
that they can take, including
sanitation, cleaning of rails and that
kind of thing. They have worked, they
were receptive to us, they understand

the challenge. The question that you
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raise is really important and |I've read
reports that all the major sports
| eagues are having the same discussion,

what's going to happen with hockey and

basketball and spring training games
and baseball season is going to be
starting soon. There are concerts and
school sports events. Il think if it

gets to that point where events of that
| arge scale and | know the constituent
brought up Hofstra, having read their
statement, | think they had a specific
risk that prompted them to do this.

If it gets to that level, that's
going to be a larger |l evel decision
that | think, you know, the governor's
of fice and our administration have
worked closely and | think there's
going to be a big discussion that's not
going to be unique to the coliseum. I
think that that's going to be something
that's got to be policy wide. We have
a bunch of arenas in the area. Now, i f

there was something | ocalized that
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mi ght i mpact the employees at a
specific arena or whatever, maybe that
-- there would be a unique
circumstances. But | think -- right
now we still only have 17 cases, the
ri sk of getting this is very low, the
ri sk of getting other respiratory
viruses is still much higher. | f
people take precautions and stay away
when they're sick, and they're healthy
people, | would have no reservation
taking my child to the coliseum this
weekend. That mi ght change. That
mi ght change but | don't know what the
threshold is of cases. | think we're
really going to have to |look at the
regional pattern for something as big
as a coliseum event to close.

But | encourage -- you mentioned
college. | encourage colleges to
assess their risk, they're welcome to
call us to be part of the discussion
but make a decision that they think is

right. Out of an abundance of caution,
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as long as it's reasonable thought and
science behind it, we would be
supportive of decisions. But | myself,
presently, would go to an event at the
coliseum.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: That's good
to hear because | just went to one | ast
night .

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:
woul dn't have gone yesterday.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: My next and
final question, and first | want to
thank all my coll eagues, they asked a
| ot of good questions and many of them
that | had they asked already so |I'm

not going to regurgitate them again.

As you may know in my private life, in
my private practice, | do regul atory
heal t hcare. And one of the things |
found a bit astonishing, which I may be

not giving a proper answer to this is
that there are very few speci al
treatment units on Long Island, to my

knowl edge. Understanding the state

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

148

Health - 3-9-20
regulatory -- if you remember a few
years back when we had the big -- there
was a big Ebola scare, there were many
Ebol a | abeled units to isolate infected
individual s. One of which is Glen Cove
Hospi tal .

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: And t he
ot her was W nthrop and | believe Stony
Brook. There may be a few others --
" m sorry and W nthrop. NYU, W nthrop.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: I
remember Glen Cove specifically has a
unit that still --

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: lt's stil
there.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: - -
because Ebola still hasn't disappeared
from the gl obe. Very different
di sease, not airborne. | remember it
being Glen Cove but | could be wrong.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: Yeah, it's
Gl en Cove, it was NYU W nthrop, |

believe. It was Stony Brook.
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COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Okay.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: So, if an
i ndividual or any of these individuals
of these 17, and | know you coul dn't
speak on the numbers 8 through 17, you
only have strong knowl edge on the 1
through 7. | f any of these individuals
are going to hospitals, and | read
about some individuals appearing at

some hospitals that do not have these

special treatment units. They're being
i solated in conventional isol ation
rooms?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes.
And so that's very important. | know a

couple of the original seven are stil

hospitalized. This is not -- does not
require negative pressure rooms. | t
requires isolation rooms. And | know
even that is |limted but we have
secured. | " ve spoken with different
hospitals and | know, for example, NUMC

is preparing a floor that's going --

they're going to empty and have. Al |
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the rooms would be isolated from the
rest of the building, should we develop
| arge numbers of people that need to be
i sol at ed. And the capacity of that, I
think, was |ike 30 rooms.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: So they're
treating this virus, they're treating
COVI D-19 very simlar to how they would
treat the flu --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:

Correct, in a hospital.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: So it's not
reaching the magnitude of how you would
maybe treat Ebola --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:

Correct.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: -- when
they built these special treatment
units.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:

Correct. And that's such an i mportant
point that it's -- on the slide it says
allow flu season to end. On the left

under the third bullet, the second sub
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bull et down, allow flu season to end.
That's because those beds are the beds
we're going to need if this were to
become exponentially | arger.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: Gotcha.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Same
beds that you would have used for flu
patients who are under isolation.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: | guess the
guestion becomes people have |l oved ones
in hospitals and if |loved ones are in
| CUs or they're in the hospital and
they're in units whether they're in
i solation or wherever, and they're in
the vicinity of COVID-19 patients, |
guess that |l evel of concern was
generated and devel oped and peopl e
became a |little bit more concerned, so
if they're already in the hospital. | f
they're sick, they're in the hospital,
now they could be exposed to something
wor se.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: And

that's we are urging -- | know I saw
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one of the hospitals put out
limtations on how many peopl e can
visit and the |ike. Hospitals are
pl aces where sick people go and flu is
the perfect example that you brought
up. You go to the hospital with one
thing, the last thing you want it so
catch a flu form the person you're by,

but our hospitals are excellent in

infection control, cohorting [sic]
patients when they can. It's not a
perfect system. This is another
message - | don't know if | mentioned
it today -- but we don't want people

just walking into an emergency room i f
they're sick because they could walk
into a waiting room with 40 people and

spread it to people who are already

there because they're sick. So we want
people who are not hospital |evel
people to not go to the hospital. So

if somebody's under quarantine and they
get sick, they should call the Health

Depart ment . If they' Il mildly ill, we
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will test them -- we'll so
swab them in their home.
in their home. We want to
hospital exposure. Hospi t
a good job for preparing.
need negative pressure or
Ebola unit for this.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS:

153

mebody to

Let them stay
m nimze

als have done
They don't

the speci al

Got you.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: But

more |ike the way flu is h

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS:
Legislator Burbahm just as
guestion. Do they have to
Heal t h Department for this
should they go through the

provider?

andl ed.
Okay.

ked a
call the
test or

ir healthcare

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: | f

somebody's not on our prot
don't know about them and
for some reason they're si
should call their healthca
who's welcome to speak wit
heal t hcare providers have

from the state. They have

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353

ocol, we
they think
ck, they

re provider
h us. The
the criteria

the



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

154

Health - 3-9-20
conditions that they should be | ooking
for. I f they're on our quarantine
list, they're going to get instructed
when they're quarantined to call wus
should they get sick.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: One mor e

thing, | just got another message,
Facebook live is picking up. You
talked a little bit about obviously

when you get the flu shot it covers

many different strains of the flu.
COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:

Mul tiple strains. A couple of strains.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: Mul tiple

strains. And | know a couple of years
ago | got the flu and | was wondering
what -- | got the flu shot, what
happened? | ve been getting a flu shot
for the last 18, 19 years. But anyway,
|l ong story short. You said that the

Coronavirus has been around for quite
some ti me. Are there any strains of
the Coronavirus that could potentially

be picked up through the flu shot as
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one of the viruses the flu --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: No.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: So there is
absolutely none?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: lt's
li ke cats and dogs.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: lt's cats
and dogs. So the strains that the flu
shot protects you from are strictly --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:

I nfluenza virus.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: I nfluenza
virus, which there are many of.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Totally
different species.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: Different
speci es. Okay.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Legislator

Mul e.

LEGI SLATOR MULE: Thank you,
Madam Chair . | have a couple of
guestions. | will be brief but I'm

being asked to ask are there a

sufficient number of testing kits
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available in Nassau County?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: I
believe so. And they're expanding
every day. So capacity was an issue at
first because it's a brand new test.
Now t hat Northwell is online I know
they have an increased capacity. They
expect to increase every day.

For the numbers of cases that we
have now, you know, we're not testing
thousands of people. There's a couple
dozen -- | think we have 20 people or

so that were pending tests when

wal ked in this morning. So for the
numbers that we have, yes. And by the
time we need more, | think the capacity
will be here, 1 think.

LEGI SLATOR MULE: Just to
pi ggyback on somet hing that Legislator
Birnbaum said. With Northwell and
perhaps the other | abs being authorized
to do the test, we're talking about the
same test, it's not a different test,

correct?
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COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N:
Correct.

LEGI SLATOR MULE: That's how |
understood it. W Il the test generally
be covered by health insurance?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: The
governor put out an order mandating
that the test be free. Now | don't
think if that means insurance picks it
up it and there's no co pay or there's
no charge at all or the state's paying
for it, but | did hear the governor say
| ast week that there would be no charge
for testing for anybody.

LEGI SLATOR MULE: Great . At the
beginning you said 40 people as of this
morni ng are quarantined. | s that a
combi nati on of mandatory and voluntary?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: No,

t hat was mandatory.

LEGI SLATOR MULE: Mandat ory.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Now
some of those people may be the peopl e

that ruled in or tested positive. | " ve
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been here the whole time, | haven't
seen it but there were 72, | believe,

under voluntary quarantine this

mor ni ng.
LEGI SLATOR MULE: Il n addition to
the 407

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes.

LEGI SLATOR MULE: And t he
mandatory, could some of those 40
people be in the hospital or is this --

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Yes,
they coul d. So when they're in the
hospital we're not -- the quarantine
order applies to them wherever they're
being quarantined but we're not going
to serve them in the hospital. Bef ore
they |l eave, they would get it.

LEGI SLATOR MULE: My final

guestion, this might be for

Commi ssioner Morelli. You mentioned an
isolation kit. What is an isolation
Kit?

COMMI SSI ONER MORELLI : | sol ation

kits are something that first

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

159

Health - 3-9-20
responders and hospital providers have.
The kit consists of a disposal gown, an
N95 mask. | believe they also have a
surgical mask that provide protection.
Covers for your feet and gloves is to
be use whenever you're dealing with any
sort of infectious disease you're not
certain of. They also use them when
you're dealing with | arge amounts body
fluid, whether it's blood or anything
el se so they're able to protect
themsel ves, keep themselves clean and
it's all disposable so one use and it

goes away.

LEGI SLATOR MULE: | do have one
further question. " m sorry. Thank
you.

The test, is it a nasal swab, is

it a blood draw, what is the test?
COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: I
haven't actually seen one of the tests
and that's not been done by us so |
honestly haven't paid closer attention.

| think it's an oral swab and a

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

160

Health - 3-9-20

nasopharyngeal swab. | think that's
what it is when it's a -- detects
virus.

LEGI SLATOR MULE: Thank you. And
| just want to reiterate what everyone
el se has said. Thank you so much for
all of the very well presented nuanced
measured presentations.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Thank

you.

LEGI SLATOR MULE: This is
somet hing, clearly, everyone's
concerned about but what |I'm hearing
you clearly say is there's no need to
go into panic mode and that if we just
take simple precautions we're going to
be okay.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: Thank
you for that. Look, there's going to
be more cases. This is going to be a
little bit worse before it gets better
but preventing it from getting terrible

is what we're going to do.
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LEGI SLATOR MULE: Thank you.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Are there any

ot her | egislators. Before we open it
up to the public, I"m just going to
ask, is there anything that you need,

that you feel either one of you need,
from us as the Legislature that we need
to provide you with?

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: We' | |
be asking for your help getting
informati on out at right times and be
patient with us, we're doing everything
we can as quickly as possible and we
want to make sure you're equipped to
answer constituent questions and we're
here to serve you. That's it.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Again, we

thank you - -

COMMI SSI ONER MORELLI : ' m sorry.
| agree with Dr. Eisenstein, just share
the message that's comi ng out. We want

to make sure that there's a concerted
message and they're not getting any

mi xed messages. County government i s
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here for you, we're doing everything we
can to help everybody el se. Just as
you're doing for your constituency, al
| ask is that we share the same message
so there's no confusion out there.
lt'l1l help alleviate a |l ot of the calls
and questions for everybody el se.
They' Il also know that they're getting
the right amount of help from their
| egi sl ators which they can count on.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: Wel |, again,
| just want to thank you all and
certainly thank everyone in your
department for their dedication. And
like | said, | know there's been a | ot
of sleepless nights that you've had
because you've been working, really
wor king overti me. But again, we are
here for you, too, and whatever you
from us, please |l et us know. Wth that
" m going to -- |1 don't know if there's
anyone from the public that would --
' m sorry.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS: | would
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just also recommend, and | commend you
on your fortitude to ensure that we had
a scheduled session today. | would
just say that if it's possible on the
Mondays we do have committee, if not
sooner, depending on how this thing
devel ops, that we at | east get an
update from the Health Department going
forward.

COMMI SSI ONER EI SENSTEI N: We wi l
be sending you written updates more
frequently. | promi se.

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: That would be
-- that would be wonderful. And i f you
could, you know, possibly meet with us
bef orehand, so that you could give us
an update which is then |live streamed
to everyone.

LEGI SLATOR ABRAHAMS:

apol ogi ze. | know I'"m not on the
committee so |I'"m recommending things
for the committee |I'm not on but | just

thought that it'd be fruitful to have

that kind of --

REGAL REPORTI NG SERVI CE
516-747-7353



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

164

Health - 3-9-20

LEGI SLATOR WALKER: | nf or mati on
di sbursed. Thank you very much.

|l s there anyone from the public
that did want to speak? Seeing there's
none, then we are going to close the
hearing and thank everyone for being
here. Hopefully those who were able to
| ook online got a Iot of information
and we will certainly keep everybody up
to date on what is happening.

(TI ME NOTED: 12:50).
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