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PUBLIC NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT THE NASSAU COUNTY LEGISLATURE WILL HOLD MEETINGS OF A FULL
SESSION OF THE LEGISLATURE ON MONDAY. MARCH 9,2026 AT 10 AM, FOR PRESENTATIONS, PUBLIC
COMMENT AND FOR THE LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR AT THE CONCLUSION OF PRESENTATIONS AND
PUBLIC COMMENTS AS PROVIDED FOR IN THE RULES OF THE LEGISLATURE, THE COMMITTEES OF
THE LEGISLATURE ON MONDAY., MARCH 9., 2026 STARTING AT 1:00 PM AND WILL HOLD A FULL SES-
SION OF THE LEGISLATURE ON MONDAY, MARCH 23. 2026 AT 1:00 PM FOR PRESENTATIONS, PUBLIC
COMMENT AND FOR THE LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR AT THE CONCLUSION OF PRESENTATIONS AND
PUBLIC COMMENTS AS PROVIDED FOR IN THE RULES OF THE LEGISLATURE IN THE PETER J.
SCHMITT MEMORIAL LEGISLATIVE CHAMBER, 1** FLOOR, THEODORE ROOSEVELT EXECUTIVE
AND LEGISLATIVE BUILDING, 1550 FRANKLIN AVENUE, MINEOLA, NEW YORK 11501. THE SPECIAL
MEETING OF THE FULL LEGISLATURE ON MONDAY MARCH 9, 2026 AT 10:00 AM IS A POSTPONEMENT
OF THE MEETING ORINALLY SCHEDULE FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2026, BUT RESCHEDULED BE-
CAUSE OF THE WEATHER EMERGENCY. THIS MEETING WILL RECESS AT THE CONCLUSION OF LEGIS-
LATIVE CALENDAR AND RECONVENE AT 6:00 PM TO

HEAR COUNTY EXECUTIVE BRUCE A. BLAKEMAN ADDRESS THE STATE OF THE COUNTY.

SPECIAL FULL LEGISLATIVE SESSION, MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2026 10:00 AM
COMMITTEES. MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2026

RULES 1:00PM
PUBLIC SAFETY 1:00PM
PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & THE ENVIRONMENT 1:00PM
TOWNS, VILLAGES AND CITIES 1:00PM
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, LABOR AND TRANSPORTATION 1:00PM
PUBLIC WORKS AND PARKS 1:00PM
HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 1:00PM
GOVERNMENT SERVICES AND OPERATIONS 1:00PM
MINORITY AFFAIRS 1:00PM
VETERANS & SENIOR AFFAIRS 1:00PM
FINANCE 1:00PM
MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2026: FULL LEGISLATIVE SESSION TO HEAR COUNTY 6:00 PM
EXECUTIVE BRUCE A. BLAKEMAN ADDRESS THE STATE OF THE COUNTY.

| FULL LEGISLATIVE SESSION. MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2026 | 1:00PM |
Dated: FEBRUARY 26, 2026 MICHAEL C. PULITZER
Mineola, NY Clerk of the Legislature

The Nassau County Fire Marshal’s Office orders a maximum occupancy of 251 people for the Peter J. Schmitt Memorial Leg-
islative Chamber and an additional 71 people for the legislative antechamber. Attendees who will address the Legislature must
submit a written slip to the Clerk’s office staff. The Rules of the Legislature limit public comment to three minutes per person.
At meetings of the full Legislature, members of the public may speak during the pre-calendar public comment period and during
public hearings. At meetings of the Legislature’s committees and prior to the call of the first committee, members of the public
may speak and on agenda items only. Individuals may scan the below QR code or email the Clerk of the Legislature at LegPublic-
Comment(@nassaucountyny.gov to have comment included in the record of the Legislative meeting. The Nassau County Leg-
islature provides accessibility and reasonable accommodation to its public meetings for the attendance and participation of indi-
viduals with disabilities. Anyone in need of assistance should contact the Office of the Clerk of the Legislature at 516.571.4252,
the Nassau County Office for the Physically Challenged at 516.227.7101 or TDD Telephone 516.227.8989. The Legislature
streams every meeting live at http://www.NassauCountyNY.gov/agencies/Legis/index.html.
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LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR

NASSAU COUNTY LEGISLATURE MINEOLA, NEW YORK
THIRD MEETING MARCH 23RP, 2026 1:00 PM
THIRD MEETING OF 2026 PRESENTATIONS/PUBLIC COMMENT 1:00 PM

LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR 2:00 PM
As per the Nassau County Fire Marshal’s Office, the Peter J. Schmitt Memorial Legislative Chamber has
a maximum occupancy of 200 people.

Attendees who would like to address the Legislature must submit a slip to the Clerk’s office staff. Public
comment is limited to three minutes per person. At meetings of the full Legislature, public comment will
be heard only during the pre-calendar public comment period and during public hearings that are on the
calendar. At meetings of the Legislature’s committees, there is no pre-calendar public comment period.
Public comment will be heard on agenda items. Public comment on any item may be emailed to the Clerk

of the Legislature at LegPublicComment@nassaucountyny.gov and will be made part of the formal
record of this Legislative meeting.

The Nassau County Legislature is committed to making its public meetings accessible to
individuals with disabilities and every reasonable accommodation will be made so that they can
participate. Please contact the Office of the Clerk of the Legislature at 571-4252, or the Nassau
County Office for the Physically Challenged at 227-7101 or TDD Telephone No. 227-8989 if
any assistance is needed. Every Legislative meeting is streamed live on
http://www.nassaucountyny.gov/agencies/L egis/index.html

Scan the QR code to submit written public comment, ;
which will be incorporated into the record of this meeting. [3

EVERY LEGISLATIVE MEETING IS STREAMED LIVE ON
http://www.nassaucountyny.gov/agencies/L egis/index.html

HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. — 2026

A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND SECTION 6-2.6 OF TITLE A OF CHAPTER VI OR THE
NASSAU COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, IN RELATION TO PROVIDING A
PARTIAL EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION FOR SURVIVING SPOUSES OF
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AND VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE WORKERS KILLED IN
THE LINE OF DUTY. 34-26 (CE)

2.
HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. — 2026

A LOCAL LAW TO PROHIBIT THE SALE OF NITROUS OXIDE WHIPPED CREAM
CHARGERS IN NASSAU COUNTY EXCEPT TO BUSINESSES WITH APPROPRIATE
FOOD SALE PERMITS OR LICENSES. 44-26 (LE)
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VOTE ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. — 2026

A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND SECTION 6-2.6 OF TITLE A OF CHAPTER VI OR THE
NASSAU COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, IN RELATION TO PROVIDING A
PARTIAL EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION FOR SURVIVING SPOUSES OF
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AND VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE WORKERS KILLED IN
THE LINE OF DUTY. 34-26 (CE)

4.
VOTE ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. —2026

A LOCAL LAW TO PROHIBIT THE SALE OF NITROUS OXIDE WHIPPED CREAM
CHARGERS IN NASSAU COUNTY EXCEPT TO BUSINESSES WITH APPROPRIATE
FOOD SALE PERMITS OR LICENSES. 44-26 (LE)

5.
ORDINANCE NO.9 —2026

AN ORDINANCE TO IMPLEMENT THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM IN NASSAU COUNTY. 56-25 (OMB)

6.
ORDINANCE NO. 10 —2026

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 156-2007, AS AMENDED BY
ORDINANCE NO. 145-2009, RELATING TO THE COMPENSATION OF WITNESSES BY
THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND THE COUNTY ATTORNEY. 43-26 (AT)

7.
ORDINANCE NO. 11 —2026

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL TO AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE IN
CONNECTION WITH THE TRAFFIC SAFETY BOARD. 36-26 (OMB)

8.
ORDINANCE NO. 12 —2026

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL TO THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATION ORDIINANCE
IN CONNECTION WITH THE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY. 37-26 (OMB)

9.
ORDINANCE NO. 13 —2026

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL TO THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE
IN CONNECTION WITH THE PROBATION DEPARTMENT. 41-26 (OMB)

10.



ORDINANCE NO. 14 —2026

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL TO THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE
IN CONNECTION WITH THE NASSAU COUNTY OFFICE OF CRIME VICTIM
ADVOCATE. 49-26 (OMB)

11.
ORDINANCE NO. 15 —2026

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL TO AN APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE IN
CONNECTION WITH THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. 50-26 (OMB)

12.
ORDINANCE NO. 16 —2026

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL TO THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE
IN CONNECTION WITH THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 51-26 (OMB)

13.
ORDINANCE NO. 17 —2026

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL TO THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE
IN CONNECTION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES. 52-26 (OMB)

14.
RESOLUTION NO. 17 —2026

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY ATTORNEY TO COMPROMISE AND
SETTLE THE CLAIMS OF PLAINTIFF, AS SET FORTH IN THE ACTION ENTITLED
SOLOMON DUCHESNE V. COUNTY OF NASSAU, ET AL. INDEX NO. 60178/2022,
PURSUANT TO THE COUNTY LAW, THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT LAW OF NASSAU
COUNTY AND THE NASSAU COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE. 45-26 (AT)

15.
RESOLUTION NO. 18 — 2026

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY ATTORNEY TO COMPROMISE AND
SETTLE THE CLAIMS OF PLAINTIFF, AS SET FORTH IN THE ACTION ENTITLED
SOLEY V. COUNTY OF NASSAU,CASE NO. 18-CV-00377 (DC)(LKE) PURSUANT TO THE
COUNTY LAW, THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT LAW OF NASSAU COUNTY AND THE
NASSAU COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE. 46-26 (AT)

16.
RESOLUTION NO. 19 —2026

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY ATTORNEY TO COMPROMISE AND
SETTLE THE CLAIMS OF PLAINTIFF, AS SET FORTH IN THE ACTION ENTITLED
CHRISTOPHER BANKS. V. DANIELLE CARANNANTE AND THE COUNTY OF NASSAU,



INDEX NO 611823/2020, PURSUANT TO THE COUNTY LAW, THE COUNTY
GOVERNMENT LAW OF NASSAU COUNTY AND THE NASSAU COUNTY
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE. 47-26 (AT)

17.
RESOLUTION NO. 20 —2026

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY ATTORNEY TO COMPROMISE AND
SETTLE THE CLAIMS OF PLAINTIFF, AS SET FORTH IN THE ACTION ENTITLED
JOSEPH JACKSON V COUNTY OF NASSAU, ET AL. DOCKET NO. 18-CV-3007 (JS)(AYYS),
PURSUANT TO THE COUNTY LAW, THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT LAW OF NASSAU
COUNTY AND THE NASSAU COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE. 48-26 (AT)

18.
RESOLUTION NO. 21 —2026

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION OF A TAX EXEMPTION
EXTENSION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF NASSAU (THE “COUNTY”)
AND WOODBURY GARDENS REDEVELOPMENT COMPANY OWNERS
CORPORATION, A MUTUAL REDEVELOPMENT COMPANY ORGANIZED PURSUANT
TO ARTICLE V OF THE PRIVATE HOUSING FINANCE LAW OF NEW YORK
(“WOODBURY GARDENS”). 42-26 (CE)

19.
RESOLUTION NO. 22 — 2026

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE AN
AMENDMENT TO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW YORK STATE
ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES CORPORATION IN RELATION TO THE NEW YORK
STATE SEPTIC SYSTEM REPLACEMENT PROGRAM. 35-26 (PW)

20.
RESOLUTION NO. 23 — 2026

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE AN
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF NASSAU, ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, RECREATION AND MUSEUMS AND THE
SEAFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 55-26 (PK)

21.
RESOLUTION NO. 24 — 2026

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO EXECUTE AN INTER-
MUNICIPAL LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH THE VILLAGE OF ROSLYN HARBOR IN
RELATION TO INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A LICENSE PLATE READER
LOCATED AT THE INTERSECTION OF BRYANT AVE. & SUMMIT AVE. AND MOTTS
COVE RD & ENGINEERS RD. IN ROSLYN HARBOR. 57-26 (PD)



22.
RESOLUTION NO. 25 —2026

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS HERETOFORE
MADE WITHIN THE BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2026. 38-26 (OMB)

23.
RESOLUTION NO. 26 —2026

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS HERETOFORE
MADE WITHIN THE BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2026. 39-26 (OMB)

24,
RESOLUTION NO. 27 —2026

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS HERETOFORE
MADE WITHIN THE BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2026. 40-26 (OMB)

25.
RESOLUTION NO. 28 —2026

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS HERETOFORE
MADE WITHIN THE BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2026. 53-26 (OMB)

26. RESOLUTION NO. 29 —2026

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS HERETOFORE
MADE WITHIN THE BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2026. 54-26 (OMB)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Nassau County Executive has executed the
following personal service contracts, copies of which are on file with the Office of the Clerk
of the Nassau County Legislature. These contracts are listed for informational purposes
only.

County of Nassau acting on behalf of Human Services and North Bellmore Union Free School
District. RE: YDA — Education. $303,552.00  ID# CQHS25000118.

County of Nassau acting on behalf of Human Services and Doubleday Babcock Senior Center
Inc./ DBA: The Life Enrichment Center at Oyster Bay. RE: OF A Doubleday LECOB B, C-!
Amend 4. $20,000.00 ID# CLHS25000021.

County of Nassau acting on Behalf of Human Services and City of Glen Cove.
RE: OF A Glen Cove B, C-! Amend 6. $ 340,000.00 ID# CLHS25000030.

County of Nassau acting on behalf of Housing and Homeless Services and Nassau County
Vocational Education & Extension Board / DBA: VEEB. RE: CDBG  $0.01 ID#
CLHI250000109.



THE NASSAU COUNTY LEGISLATURE
WILL CONVENE NEXT
COMMITTEE MEETINGS ON
MONDAY, APRIL 13T 2026 at 1:00 PM
AND
FULL LEGISLATURE MEETING ON
MONDAY, APRIL 27T, 2026 at 1:00 PM
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PRoPoSCE€LD  ORDINANCE NO. 9 ~2026

AN ORDINANCE TO IMPLEMENT THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM IN NASSAU COUNTY

Deputy County Attorney
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WHEREAS, Section 1262-¢ of the New York Tax Law, as amended by Chapter 3% of t?:ée
Laws of 2025, extends the Local Government Assistance Program in the County of Nassau through
the calendar year beginning on January 1, 2027; now, therefore,
BE IT ORDAINED by the County Legislature of the County of Nassau, as follows:
Section 1. For the calendar year 2026, there shall be paid to the several towns and two cities
of the County of Nassau pursuant to subdivision a of section 2 of Local Law No. 18-1984 as last

amended by Local Law No. 4-2025 and as incorporated in chapter 4 of title 9 of the Miscellancous

Laws of Nassau County, the following sums:

Town of Hempstead $54,643,881
Town of Oyster Bay $21,993,193
Town of North Hempstead $15,889,355
City of Long Beach $2,519,044
City of Glen Cove $1,840,840

§ 2. The sums set forth in section 1 of this ordinance shall be subject to adjustment on a
quarterly basis to reflect the actual sales and use tax revenues received by the County of Nassau

from one-third of the three-quarters percent additional rate of such taxes and shall be paid to the

cities and towns in four payments, as follows:



1% payment — April 30, 2026;

2 payment — July 31, 2026;

3™ payment — October 30, 2026; and
4% payment — January 29, 2027.

§ 3. For the calendar year of 2026, there shall be paid to the villages of the County of
Nassau pursuant to subdivision d of section 2 of Local Law No. 18-1984 as last amended by Local

Law No. 4-2025 and as incorporated in chapter 4 of title 9 of the Miscellaneous Laws of Nassau

County, the following sums:

Atlantic Beach $4,503 | Baxter Estates $2,614
Bayville $17,802 | Bellerose $3,095
Brookville $7,753 | Cedarhurst $19,454
Centre Island $1,074 | Cove Neck $773
East Hills $19,216 | East Rockaway $26,801
East Williston $6,978 | Farmingdale $22,334
Floral Park $42.664 | Flower Hill $12,647
Freeport $117,323 | Garden City $61,395
Great Neck $29,402 | Great Neck Est. $7,888
Great Neck Plaza $19,739 | Hempstead $156,096
Hewlett Bay Park $1,303 | Hewlett Harbor $3,403
Hewlett Neck $1,501 | Island Park $11,339
Kensington $3,234 | Kings Point $14.824
Lake Success $7,461 | Lattingtown $4,962
Laurel Hollow $5,118 | Lawrence $17,963
Lynbrook $53,918 | Malverne $22,582
Manorhaven $18,351 | Massapequa Park $45,136
Matinecock $2,234 | Mill Neck $2,781
Mineola $54,873 | Munsey Park $7.411
Muttontown $9,265 | New Hyde Park $27,059
North Hills $14.415 | Old Brookville $5,329
Old Westbury $11,315 | Oyster Bay Cove $5,975
Plandome $3,820 | Plandome Hits. $2,662
Plandome Manor $2,092 | Pt. Washington North $8,336
Rockville Ctre. $68,634 | Roslyn $7,883
Roslyn Estates $3,477 | Roslyn Harbor $2,815
Russell Gardens $2,580 | Saddle Rock $2,609
Sands Point $7,155 | Sea Cliff $13,354
S. Floral Park $4,593 | Stewart Manor $5,255
Thomaston $7,279 | Upper Brookville $4,712
Valley Stream $107,198 | Westbury $41,851
Williston Park $20,026 | Woodsburgh $2,366

§ 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately.



NASSAU COUNTY
ANALYSIS OF LOCAL GOV ASSISTANCE

FOR YEAR 2025
INDEX: BUGEN1730 AID TO VILLAGES
G/L 600
SUBOJECT GA650

2020 Share of
1D # VILLAGE NAME Population Sales Tax
112001023 Atlantic Beach village 1,707 0.36% 4,503
116000836 Baxter Estates village 991 0.21% 2,614
116002099 Bayville village 6,748 1.42% 17,802
116002101 Bellerose village 1,173 0.25% 3,095
116003005 Brookville village 2,939 0.62% 7,753
116002103 Cedarhurst village 7,374 1.56% 19,454
116002104 Centre Island village 407 0.09% 1,074
116000838 Cove Neck village 293 0.06% 773
116000839 East Hills village 7,284 1.54% 19,216
116002107 East Rockaway village 10,159 2.14% 26,801
116002108 East Williston village 2,645 0.56% 6,978
116002109 Farmingdale village 8,466 1.79% 22,334
116000840 Floral Park village 16,172 3.41% 42,664
116002110 Flower Hill village 4,794 1.01% 12,647
116002111 Freeport village 44,472 9.39%] 117,323
116002112 Garden City village 23,272 4.91% 61,395
116000841 Great Neck Estates village 2,990 0.63% 7,888
116002114 Great Neck Plaza village 7,482 1.58% 19,739
116002113 Great Neck village 11,145 2.35% 29,402
116000842 Hempstead village 59,169 | 12.49%| 156,096
116000843 Hewlett Bay Park village 494 0.10% 1,303
116000844 Hewlett Harbor village 1,290 0.27% 3,403
111808132 Hewlett Neck village 569 0.12% 1,501
116002120 Island Park village 4,298 0.91% 11,339
116000845 Kensington village 1,226 0.26% 3,234
116000846 Kings Point village 5,619 1.19% 14,824
116000847 Lake Success village 2,828 0.60% 7,461
116002121 Lattingtown village 1,881 0.40% 4,962
116000848 Laurel Hollow village 1,940 0.41% 5,118
116002122 Lawrence village 6,809 1.44% 17,963
116002124 Lynbrook village 20,438 4.31% 53,918
116000850 Malverne village 8,560 1.81% 22,582
116000851 Manorhaven village 6,956 1.47% 18,351
116002125 Massapequa Park village 17,109 3.61% 45,136
116002126 Matinecock village 847 0.18% 2,234
116000852 Mill Neck village 1,054 0.22% 2,781




116002127 Mineola village 20,800 4.39% 54,873
112070222 Munsey Park village 2,809 0.59% 7.411
116002708 Muttontown village 3,512 0.74% 9,265
116000853 New Hyde Park village 10,257 2.16% 27,059
116000854 North Hills village 5,464 1.15% 14,415
116003453 Old Brookville village 2,020 0.43% 5,329
116000856 Old Westbury village 4,289 0.91% 11,315
116000857 Oyster Bay Cove village 2,265 0.48% 5,975
132744202 Plandome Heights village 1,009 0.21% 2,662
112437742 Plandome Manor village 793 0.17% 2,092
116002132 Plandome village 1,448 0.31% 3,820
116002629 Port Washington North village 3,160 0.67% 8,336
116000858 Rockville Centre village 26,016 5.49% 68,634
116000859 Roslyn Estates village 1,318 0.28% 3,477
112144463 Roslyn Harbor village 1,067 0.23% 2,815
116002134 Roslyn village 2,988 0.63% 7,883
112015639 Russell Gardens village 978 0.21% 2,580
116002384 Saddle Rock village 989 0.21% 2,609
116000861 Sands Point village 2,712 0.57% 7,155
116002136 Sea CHff village 5,062 1.07% 13,354
116002970 South Floral Park village 1,741 0.37% 4,593
116002138 Stewart Manor village 1,992 0.42% 5,255
116000862 Thomaston village 2,759 0.58% 7,279
112291035 Upper Brookville village 1,786 0.38% 4,712
116002139 Valley Stream village 40,634 8.58%| 107,198
116002141 Westbury village 15,864 3.35% 41,851
116002143 Williston Park village 7,591 1.60% 20,026
112698380 Woodsburgh village 897 0.19% 2,366

Total 473,820 | 100.00% 1,250,000
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PRoPoSED  orbmanceNo. /0 -2026

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 156-2007, AS
AMENDED BY ORDINANCE NO. 145-2009, RELATING TO THE
COMPENSATION OF WITNESSES BY THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY
AND THE COUNTY ATTORNEY.
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WHEREAS, it is necessary to adjust the maximum rate of compensation for certain exén

witnesses to allow Nassau County to more effectively represent itself in litigation; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the County Legislature as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision (a) of section 1 of Ordinance No. 156-2007, as amended by Ordinance

No. 145-2009, is amended to read as follows:
" (a) The County shall compensate expert witnesses, other than physicians and dentists, for
review of exhibits, records, and transcripts; preparation of materials or reports;
consultations; depositions; testimony in court or at a hearing; and travel time at hourly

rates not exceeding the following:

) Six hundred dollars ($600) for witnesses whose expertise is based upon

possession of a Doctor of Philosophy degree, a degree recognized as



equivalent in content and level to the Doctor of Philosophy degree by the
United States Department of Education, a Doctor of Psychology degree, ora
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree, and for witnesses who are licensed
professional engineers or architects.

(i)  Five hundred twenty-five dollars ($525) for witnesses whose expertise is based
upon a professional license in the area of the expert's testimony, except
licensed professional engineers and architects.

(iii)  Four hundred Fifty dollars ($450) for witnesses whose expertise is based upon
experience, education or vocational training.

§ 2. Paragraph (i) of subdivision (b) of section 1 of Ordinance No. 156-2007, as
amended by Ordinance No. 145-2009, is amended to read as follows:

(ii) Two thousand two hundred fifty dollars ($2,250) per medical or dental
examination, including oral or written reports and initial consultations relating

to the examination.

§ 3. Effective date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.



APPROVED AS IO FORM

PRoPoSEDL  orpnanceNo. [ 202

AN ORDINANCE supplemental to an appropriation ordinance in connection with

the Traffic Safety Board.

Deputy County Attorney

26OV 92 €33 Hil

WHEREAS, Nassau County has received certain revenue; and

WHEREAS, such funds have not been otherwise appropriated; and

WHEREAS, the County Executive, by communication dated February 4, 2026, addressed
to the County Legislature, has recommended the appropriation of such funds not otherwise
appropriated; and,

WHEREAS, this supplemental appropriation is within the scope of Section 307 of the
County Government Law; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the County Legislature of the County of Nassau, as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby appropriated from monies not otherwise appropriated, the

following sums of money to the following accounts:



BATS26000001

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT
(in dollars)
FUND DEPT. OBJ. AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars)
36,000 NYS Governor’s Traffic GRT TS HH 12,500
Safety Committee
GRT TS DE 23,500
BATS26000002
. TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT
(in dollars)
FUND DEPT. OBJ. AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars)
40,000 NYS Handicapped GRT TS DE 40,000
Parking Surcharge Grant
BATS26000003
TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT
(in dollars)
FUND DEPT. OBJ. | AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars)
1,233,127 NYS Governor’s Traffic GRT TS HH 813,607
Safety Committee
GRT TS BB 118,000
GRT TS DD 33,220
GRT TS DE 268,300

§ 2. This ordinance may be modified to allow for the correction of any mathematical and/or

typographical errors subsequent to any approval and adoption of said ordinance without the

necessity for a vote to be taken by the County Legislature or by the members of any Standing

Committee of said Legislature ifsaid ordinance is passed by the affirmative vote of a majority of

said Legislature.
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?KDPDS?D ORDINANCENO. |/ -2026

AN ORDINANCE supplemental to the annual appropriation ordinance in

connection with the Correctional Center.

Deputy County Attorney

WHEREAS, Nassau County has received certain revenue; and

WHEREAS, such funds have not been otherwise appropriated; and

WHEREAS, the County Executive, by communication dated February 4, 2026, addressed
to the County Legislature, has recommended the appropriation of such funds not otherwise
appropriated; and,

WHEREAS, this supplemental appropriation is within the scope of Section 307 of the
County Government Law; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the County Legislature of the County of Nassau, as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby appropriated from monies not otherwise appropriated, the

following sums of money to the following accounts:



BACC26000001

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS ' APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT
(in dollars)
FUND DEPT. OBJ. AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars)
20,634 Department of the GRT CcC BB 10,317
Treasury
GRT CC DD 10,317

§ 2. This ordinance may be modified to allow for the correction of any mathematical and/or
typographical errors subsequent to any approval and adoption of said ordinance without the
necessity for a vote to be taken by the County Legislature or by the members of any Standing
Committee of said Legislature if said ordinance is passed by the affirmative vote of a majority of
said Legislature.

§ 3. It is hereby determined, pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality
Review Act, 8 N.Y.E.C.L. Section 0101 et seq. and its implementing regulations, Part 617 of 6
N.Y.C.R.R., and Section 1611 of the County Government Law of Nassau County, that this
supplemental appropriation ordinance is a “Type II” Action within the meaning of Section
617.5(c)(26) of 6 N.Y.C.R.R. (“routine or continuing agency administration and management, not
including new programs or major reordering of priorities that may affect the environment™), and,
accordingly, is of a class of actions which do not have a significant effect on the environment; and
no further review is required.

§ 4. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.
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AN ORDINANCE supplemental to the annual appropriation ordinance in

connection with the Probation Department.
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WHEREAS, Nassau County has received certain revenue; and
WHEREAS, such funds have not been otherwise appropriated; and
addressed

WHEREAS, the County Executive, by communication dated February 4, 2026,

to the County Legislature, has recommended the appropriation of such funds not otherwise

appropriated; and,

WHEREAS, this supplemental appropriation is within the scope of Section 307 of the
County Government Law; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the County Legislature of the County of Nassau, as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby appropriated from monies not otherwise appropriated, the

following sums of money to the following accounts:



BAPB26000001

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT
(in dollars)
FUND DEPT. OBJ. | AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars
991,884 NYS Office of Children GRT PB AA 289,200
& Family Services
GRT PB DD 10,000
GRT PB DE 692,684

§ 2. This ordinance may be modified to allow for the correction of any mathematical and/or
typographical errors subsequent to any approval and adoption of said ordinance without the
necessity for a vote to be taken by the County Legislature or by the members of any Standing
Committee of said Legislature if said ordinance is passed by the affirmative vote of a majority of
said Legislature.

§ 3. It is hereby determined, pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality
Review Act, 8 N.Y.E.C.L. Section 0101 et seq. and its implementing regulations, Part 617 of 6
N.Y.C.RR,, and Section 1611 of the County Government Law of Nassau County, that this
supplemental appropriation ordinance is a “Type II” Action within the meaning of Section
617.5(c)(26) of 6 N.Y.C.R.R. (“routine or continuing agency administration and management, not
including new programs or major reordering of priorities that may affect the environment”), and,
accordingly, is of a class of actions which do not have a significant effect on the environment; and
no further review is required.

§ 4. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.
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AN ORDINANCE supplemental to the annual appropriation ordinance in

connection with the Nassau County Office of Crime Victim Advocate.
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WHEREAS, Nassau County has received certain revenue; and 3

7,
1%,

WHEREAS, such funds have not been otherwise appropriated; and

WHEREAS, the County Executive, by communication dated February 27, 2026, addressed
to the County Legislature, has recommended the appropriation of such funds not otherwise
appropriated; and,

WHEREAS, this supplemental appropriation is within the scope of Section 307 of the
County Government Law; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the County Legislature of the County of Nassau, as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby appropriated from monies not otherwise appropriated, the

following sums of money to the following accounts:



TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT
(in dollars)
FUND DEPT. OBJ. AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars)
505,183.68 NYS Office of Victim GRT Ccv AA 398,313.70
Services
GRT cv AB 106,244.98
GRT Ccv DD 625

§ 2. This ordinance may be modified to allow for the correction of any mathematical and/or
typographical errors subsequent to any approval and adoption of said ordinance without the
necessity for a vote to be taken by the County Legislature or by the members of any Standing
Committee of said Legislature if said ordinance is passed by the affirmative vote of a majority of
said Legislature.

§ 3. It is hereby determined, pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality
Review Act, 8 N.Y.E.C.L. Section 0101 et seq. and its implementing regulations, Part 617 of 6
N.Y.C.RR., and Section 1611 of the County Government Law of Nassau County, that this
supplemental appropriation ordinance is a “Type 1I” Action within the meaning of Section
617.5(c)(26) of 6 N.Y.C.R.R. (“routine or continuing agency administration and management, not
including new programs or major reordering of priorities that may affect the environment”), and,
accordingly, is of a class of actions which do not have a significant effect on the environment; and
no further review is required.

§ 4. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.
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AN ORDINANCE supplemental to an appropriation ordinance in connection with

the Office of Management and Budget.

Deputy County Attorney
ng o v h- Uil

WHEREAS, Nassau County has received certain revenue; and

WHEREAS, such funds have not been otherwise appropriated; and

WHEREAS, the County Executive, by communication dated February 27, 2026, addressed
to the County Legislature, has recommended the appropriation of such funds not otherwise
appropriated; and,

WHEREAS, this supplemental appropriation is within the scope of Section 307 of the
County Government Law; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the County Legislature of the County of Nassau, as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby appropriated from monies not otherwise appropriated, the

following sums of money to the following accounts:



BABU26000005

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT
(in dollars)
FUND DEPT. OBJ. AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars)
850,849 NYS Attorney General LIT HE AA 411,101
LIT HE AB 184,996
LIT HE BB 25,000
LIT HE DD 123,000
LIT HE DE | 100,000
LIT HE HH 6,752

§ 2. This ordinance may be modified to allow for the correction of any mathematical and/or
typographical errors subsequent to any approval and adoption of said ordinance without the
necessity for a vote to be taken by the County Legislature or by the members of any Standing
Committee of said Legislature if said ordinance is passed by the affirmative vote of a majority of
said Legislature.

§ 3. It is hereby determined, pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality
Review Act, 8 N.Y.E.C.L. Section 0101 et seq. and its implementing regulations, Part 617 of 6
N.Y.C.R.R,, and Section 1611 of the County Government Law of Nassau County, that this
supplemental appropriation ordinance is a “Type II” Action within the meaning of Section
617.5(c)(26) of 6 N.Y.C.R.R. (“routine or continuing agency administration and management, not
including new programs or major reordering of priorities that may affect the environment”), and,
accordingly, is of a class of actions which do not have a significant effect on the environment; and
no further review is required.

§ 4. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.
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AN ORDINANCE supplemental to the annual appropriation ordinance in connection with

the Health Department.
>
o
£ 3
) = 5
2 -
: =
o
(&) H
> i
3 N
] p24
[a] .
Lr
[$2)
ald

WHEREAS, Nassau County has received certain revenue; and

WHEREAS, such funds have not been otherwise appropriated; and

WHEREAS, the County Executive, by communication dated February 27, 2026, addressed
to the County Legislature, has recommended the appropriation of such funds not otherwise
appropriated; and,

WHEREAS, this supplemental appropriation is within the scope of Section 307 of the
County Government Law; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the County Legislature of the County of Nassau, as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby appropriated from monies not otherwise appropriated, the

following sums of money to the following accounts:



BAHE26000002

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT
(in dollars)
FUND DEPT. OBJ. | AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars)
302,000 NYS Department of GRT HE AA 214,737
Health
GRT HE AB 83,820
GRT HE DD 750
GRT HE HH 2,693
BAHE26000003
TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT '
(in dollars)
FUND DEPT. OBJ. | AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars)
326,300 NYS Department of GRT HE AA 233,644
Health
GRT HE AB 90,656
GRT HE DD 2,000
BAHE26000004
TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT .
(in dollars)
FUND DEPT. OBJ. | AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars)
453,766 NYS DOH/ Health GRT HE AA 301,315
Research Inc.
GRT HE AB 142,084
GRT HE DD 6,320
GRT HE HH 4,047




BAHE26000006

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT
(in dollars)
FUND DEPT. OBJ. | AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars)
20,360 NYS Department of GRT HE AA 10,471
Health
GRT HE AB 6,768
GRT HE DD 3,121
BAHE26000007
TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT
(in dollars)
FUND DEPT. OBJ. | AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars)
27,334 NYS Department of GRT HE BB 2,500
Health
GRT HE DD 24,834

§ 2. This ordinance may be modified to allow for the correction of any mathematical and/or
typographical errors subsequent to any approval and adoption of said ordinance without the
necessity for a vote to be taken by the County Legislature or by the members of any Standing
Committee of said Legislature if said ordinance is passed by the affirmative vote of a majority of
said Legislature.

§ 3. It is hereby determined, pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality
Review Act, 8 N.Y.E.C.L. Section 0101 et seq. and its implementing regulations, Part 617 of 6
N.Y.CR.R,, and Section 1611 of the County Government Law of Nassau County, that this
supplemental appropriation ordinance is a “Type II” Action within the meaning of Section
617.5(c)(26) of 6 N.Y.C.R.R. (“routine or continuing agency administration and management, not

including new programs or major reordering of priorities that may affect the environment”), and,



accordingly, is of a class of actions which do not have a significant effect on the environment; and

no further review is required.

§ 4. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.
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?ROPQSF_D ORDINANCE NO. /? 2026

AN ORDINANCE supplemental to the annual appropriation ordinance in connection with

the Department of Human Services.

Deputy County Attorney
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WHEREAS, Nassau County has received certain revenue; and

WHEREAS, such funds have not been otherwise appropriated; and

WHEREAS, the County Executive, by communication dated February 27, 2026, addressed
to the County Legislature, has recommended the appropriation of such funds not otherwise
appropriated; and,

WHEREAS, this supplemental appropriation is within the scope of Section 307 of the
County Government Law; now, therefore, ‘

BE IT ORDAINED by the County Legislature of the County of Nassau, as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby appropriated from monies not otherwise appropriated, the

following sums of money to the following accounts:



BAHS26000001

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT
(in dollars)

FUND DEPT. OBJ. | AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars)

304,000 New York State Office of | GRT HS DE 304,000
Children and Family
Services
BAHS26000002
TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS | APPROPRIATED TO:
AMOUNT
(in dollars)

FUND DEPT, OBJ. | AMOUNT
CODE/Index | CODE | (in dollars)
1,675,627 | New York State Office of | GRT HS DE 1,675,627
Children and Family
Services

§ 2. This ordinance may be modified to allow for the correction of any mathematical and/or
typographical errors subsequent to any approval and adoption of said ordinance without the
necessity for a vote to be taken by the County Legislature or by the members of any Standing
Committee of said Legislature if said ordinance is passed by the affirmative vote of a majority of
said Legislature.

§ 3. It is hereby determined, pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality
Review Act, 8 N.Y.E.C.L. Section 0101 et seq. and its implementing regulations, Part 617 of 6
N.Y.C.R.R., and Section 1611 of the County Govemnment Law of Nassau County, that this
supplemental appropriation ordinance is a “Type II” Action within the meaning of Section
617.5(c)(26) of 6 N.Y.C.R.R. (“routine or continuing agency administration and management, not
including new programs or major reordering of priorities that may affect the environment”), and,
accordingly, is of a class of actions which do not have a significant effect on the environment; and
no further review is required.

§ 4. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.



APPROVED AS TO FORM
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Submitted by the County Executive and Introduced by Legislators Patrick Mullaney and
Scott Strauss

Cosponsored by: Presiding Officer Howard J. Kopel, Deputy Presiding Officer Thomas
McKevitt, Alternate Deputy Presiding Officer Michael Giangregorio, and Legislators
John J. Giuffré, Mazi Melesa Pilip, Kayla Knight, Rose Marie Walker, Samantha Goetz
and James Kennedy

PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. -2026

A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND SECTION 6-2.6 OF TITLE A OF CHAPTER VI OF
THE NASSAU COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, IN RELATION TO
PROVIDING A PARTIAL EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION FOR SURVIVING
SPOUSES OF VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AND VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE
WORKERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY.

Deputy County Attorney

WHEREAS, Section 466-a of the New York State Real Property Tax Law, as
amended by Chapter 592 of the Laws of 2025, establishes a real property tax exemption
for surviving spouses of volunteer firefighters and volunteer ambulance workers killed in

the line of duty; and

WHEREAS, Section 466-a requires local governing bodies to pass a local law,
notwithstanding any other provision of law, to opt into the tax exemption permitted under

Section 466-a; now, therefore



BE IT ENACTED by the County Legislature of the County of Nassau as follows:
Section 1. Subsections 1, 4 and 5 of Section 6-2.6 of Title A of Chapter VI of the
Nassau County Administrative Code are hereby amended to read as follows:

§6-2.6 Partial Exemption from Taxation for Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer
Ambulance Workers

1. Real property owned by an enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire
company, fire department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance service or such
enrolled member and spouse residing in Nassau County shall be exempt from
taxation to the extent of up to ten percent of the assessed value and surviving
spouses of members killed in the line of duty shall be exempt from taxation to the
extent of up to fifty percent of the assessed value of such property for county
purposes, exclusive of special assessments.

4. [Un-remarried spouses of volunteer firefighters or volunteer ambulance workers
killed in the line of duty. The County shall continue an exemption or reinstate a
pre-existing exemption claimed under this section by an enrolled member of an
incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated voluntary
ambulance service, for such deceased enrolled member’s un-remarried spouse if
such member is killed in the line of duty] Real property owned by a surviving
spouse of an enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire
department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance service killed in the line of
duty, shall be exempt from taxation to the extent of fifty percent of the assessed
valuation thereof, provided, however, that:

(a) such [un-remarried] surviving spouse is certified by the board of directors of
the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated
voluntary ambulance service as [an un-remarried] a surviving spouse of an
enrolled member of such incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or
incorporated voluntary ambulance service who was killed in the line of duty; and

(b) such deceased volunteer had been an enrolled member for at least [five] two
years;

and

(c) such deceased volunteer had been receiving [the] an exemption prior to their
death.

5. [Un-remarried] Surviving spouses of volunteer firefighters or volunteer
ambulance workers. The County shall continue an exemption or reinstate a pre-
existing exemption to [an un-remarried] a surviving spouse of a deceased enrolled
member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or
incorporated voluntary ambulance service; provided, however, that:



(a) such [un-remarried] surviving spouse is certified by the board of directors
of the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated
voluntary ambulance service as [an un-remarried] a surviving spouse of a
deceased enrolled member of such incorporated volunteer fire company, fire
department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service; and

(b) such deceased volunteer had been an enrolled member for at least twenty
years; and

(c) such deceased volunteer and [un-remarried] surviving spouse had been
receiving the exemption for such property prior to the death of such volunteer.

§2. A new Subsection 4-a is hereby added to Section 6-2.6 of Title A of Chapter VI of the

Nassau County Administrative Code to read as follows:

4-a. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the provisions of

this section shall apply to any real property held in trust solely for the benefit of a

person or persons who would otherwise be eligible for a real property tax

exemption, pursuant to subdivision four of this section, were such person or

persons the owner or owners of such real property.

(a) For the purposes of this section, title to that portion of real

property owned by a cooperative apartment corporation in which a

tenant-stockholder of such corporation resides and which is represented

by their share or shares of stock in such corporation as determined by

its or their proportional relationship to the total outstanding stock of

the corporation, including that owned by the corporation, shall be

deemed to be vested in such tenant-stockholder.

(b) Provided that all other eligibility criteria of this section are

met, that proportion of the assessment of such real property owned by a

cooperative apartment corporation determined by the relationship of such

real property vested in such tenant-stockholder to such real property




owned by such cooperative apartment corporation in which such tenant-

stockholder resides shall be subiect to exemption from taxation pursuant

to this section and any exemption so granted shall be credited by the

appropriate taxing authority against the assessed valuation of such real

property; the reduction in real property taxes realized thereby shall be

credited by the cooperative apartment corporation against the amount of

such taxes otherwise payable by or chargeable to such tenant-stockholder.

(¢) Notwithstanding paragraph (b) of this subdivision, a tenant-stock-

holder who resides in a dwelling that is subject to the provisions of

either article two, four, five or eleven of the private housing finance

law shall not be eligible for an exemption pursuant to this section.

(d) Notwithstanding paragraph (b) of this subdivision, real property

owned by a cooperative apartment corporation may be exempt from taxation

pursuant to this section by a municipality in which such real property

is located only if the governing body of such municipality, after public

hearing, adopts a local law. ordinance or resolution providing therefor.

§3.  Severability. Ifany clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this
law or the application thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership,
entity, or circumstance shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be
invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the
remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph,

subdivision, section or part of this law, or in its application to the person, individual,



corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or circumstance directly involved in the controversy
in which such order or judgment shall be rendered.

§ 4. It is hereby determined, pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental
Quality Review Act, 8 N.Y.E.C.L. Section 0101 et seq. and its implementing regulations,
Part 617 of 6 N.Y.C.R.R., and Section 1611 of the County Government Law of Nassau
County, that the adoption of this local law is a “Type II” Action within the meaning of
Section 617.5(c)(26) of 6 N.Y.C.R.R., and, accordingly, is of a class of actions which do
not have a significant effect on the environment; and no further review is required.

§ 5.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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Introduced by: Legislator Rose Marie Walker

Co-Sponsored by: Presiding Officer Howard J. Kopel, Deputy Presiding Officer Thomas
McKevitt, Alternate Deputy Presiding Officer Michael Giangregorio, and Legislators Patrick
Mullaney, John J. Giuffre, Scott Strauss, Mazi Melesa Pilip, Kayla Knight, Samantha Goetz, and
James Kennedy

LOCAL LAW NO.

A LOCAL LAW TO PROHIBIT THE SALE OF NITROUS OXIDE WHIPPED CREAM
CHARGERS IN NASSAU COUNTY EXCEPT TO BUSINESSES WITH APPROPRIATE
FOOD SALE PERMITS OR LICENSES

14 G
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BE IT ENACTED by the County Legislature of the County of Nassau as follows:

Section 1. Short Title. This law shali be known as the “Nitrous Oxide Consumer Protection
Act” and shall appear in the Miscellaneous Laws of Nassau County as Title 94.

§2. Legislative Intent. The Nassau County Legislature finds that whipped cream
chargers, which contain nitrous oxide gas, are often misused for recreational inhalation that pose
significant health risks including abnormal blood counts, asphyxiation, blood clots, frostbite,
headache, impaired bowel and bladder function, lightheadedness, limb weakness, loss of
consciousness, numbness, _palpitations, _paralysis, psychiatric _disturbances (delusions,
hallucinations. paranoia, depression), tingling, trouble walking vitamin B12 deficiency,
neurological damage including spinal cord and brain damage, and in some cases, death. While
state law already regulates certain aspects of their sale, additional local restrictions are necessary
to prevent unauthorized access and misuse. This local law aims to limit the sale of nitrous oxide
containers to legitimate food-related businesses that hold permits under relevant New York State
laws, thereby limiting the likelihood of abuse.

§3. Definitions. Unless otherwise expressly stated in this Local Law, the following terms shall be
defined as:




a. “Nitrous Oxide Container” shall mean a cylinder or cartridge filled with nitrous oxide
(N20) that is used as a whipping agent in a whipped cream dispenser. This definition shall
not apply to nitrous oxide that has been premixed with a dairy product or a dairy-like
product for the purpose of making a whipped topping or pre-pressurized whipped cream
dispensers where the nitrous oxide charger is fully incorporated into the product’s sealed
design, such as single-use cans intended for direct dispensing of whipped cream., and where
the charger cannot be accessed, removed, or repurposed for non-culinary uses without
destroying the product.

b. “Person” shall mean any individual, company, partnership, corporation, limited
partnership, joint venture or other legal entity.

c. “Food Sale Permit” shall mean a valid permit or license issued pursuant to: (i) The New
York State Sanitary Code (10 NYCRR Part 14) or other provisions of the New York State
Public Health Law authorizing the operation of a food service establishment or the sale of
food: or (i) The New York State Agriculture and Markets Law, including but not limited
to Article 20-C (Licensing of Food Processing Establishments) or Article 28 (Retail Food
Stores), or (iii) the Nassau County Public Health Ordinance.

§4. Prohibitions.

a. No Person shall sell or offer for sale any Nitrous Oxide Container to any Person unless the
Person possesses a current and valid Food Sale Permit as defined in Section 3(c) of this

local law.

b. Prior to any sale, the seller shall verify that the purchaser holds a valid Food Sale Permit
by inspecting a copy of such permit or obtaining written certification from the purchaser
attesting to the permit’s validity, including the permit number, issuing authority, and
expiration date. The Person selling Nitrous Oxide Containers shall maintain records of such
verifications for a period of at least two years, which shall be made available for inspection
by the Nassau County Department of Health, the Nassau County Department of Consumer
Affairs, the Nassau County Police Department or other authorized enforcement officials

upon request.

c. This section shall not apply to sales between manufacturers, distributors, or wholesalers of
whipped cream chargers where both parties are licensed under applicable state or federal
laws for such activities, provided that the end Purchaser complies with subsection (a).

§5. Enforcement and Penalties.

1. This law shall be enforced by the Nassau County Department of Health, the Nassau County
Department of Consumer Affairs, and the Nassau County Police Department or other
authorized enforcement officials.




2. Any Person that violates section 4 of this title shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable
by a fine of not more than one thousand ($1.000.00) dollars or imprisonment of not more
than one year, or both.

a. An additional fine of one thousand five hundred ($1.500.00) dollars may be added
for each subsequent violation of section 4.

3. Any Person that violates section 4 of this title by selling, offering for sale or otherwise
distributing any Nitrous Oxide Container to a Minor shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
punishable by a fine of not more than one-thousand five hundred ( $1,500.00) dollars or
imprisonment of not more than one year, or both.

a. An additional fine of two thousand five hundred ($2.500.00) dollars may be added
for each subsequent violation of section 4.

4. In addition to fines, the County may seek injunctive relief to prevent continued violations,
and repeated violations may result in the suspension or revocation of any county-issued
business licenses or permits held by the violator.

§6. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this local law
or the application thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity or
circumstance shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or
unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder
thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
section or part of this law or in its application to the person, individual, corporation, firm,
partnership entity or circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which order or judgment
shall be rendered.

§7. SEQRA Determination. It is hereby determined by the Nassau County Legislature, the lead
agency, and pursuant to the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act
(“SEQRA™), 8 NYECL section 0101 et seq. and its implementing regulations, Part 617 of 6
NYCRR, and Section 1611 of the County Government Law of Nassau County, that this Local Law
will not have a significant impact on the environment and that no further environmental review or

action is required.

§8. Effective Date. This law shall take effect immediately after becoming a law.
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Good
morning, everyone. We should get started.

Legislator Nicks, would you lead us
in the Pledge, please.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of

Allegiance is said.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. We
will start out with our monthly honor of
the Top Cops for this month. And we'll
start with the with the PBA and the
honoree is Police Officer Jack Castronova
and his K9 partner, EJ.

MR. SHEVLIN: Good afternoon,
everybody. Thank you once again for
always honoring our Top Cops.

On December 21, 2025, at
approximately 7:40 p.m., Police Officer
Jack Castronova and his K9 partner, EJ,
responded to a 911 call for a high risk
missing person. The missing person was a
female who was suffering from dementia
and believed to be missing for

approximately 1.5 hours in the freezing
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conditions of December. Officer
Castronova deployed his K9 partner, EJ,
and conducted a search in the surrounding
area. EJ began to exhibit distinct
behavior changes that indicated the scent
trail continued off the property behind a
fence line. This goes to the proper
training that our K9 Officers and dogs go
to and go through together. Knowing your
canine dog is vital, and people need to
realize that that is our Police Officer's
partner. So they work together. This dog
is not just a good looking dog, but this
dog is a Police Officer. EJ led him to an
unheated horse barn adjacent to the
property where the missing person was
located. After our Police Officer picked
up the dog and put him over the fence to
continue on the scent trail, then our
Police Officer jumped over the fence
himself to follow along with his partner.
The missing person was found cold,
disoriented, and exhibited signs

consistent with the onset of hypothermia.

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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Obviously, if somebody is outside in the
freezing cold for that long, hypothermia
is a reality, especially at this missing
person's age. Officer Castronova remained
with the female reassuring her and
maintaining her responsiveness until
further EMS personnel arrived on scene
and the female was evaluated and treated.

Thanks to Police Officer Jack
Castronova and K9 EJ's quick action and
experience, the missing person was
located and treated.

This is a perfect example for
everybody here, for our communities, to
witness what Police Officers do every
single day and night.

Everybody always thinks that we're
just out there fighting crime. That we
do. And that's why we are the safest
county in the country. However, we do a
lot more things that are very important
to our health and safety of our
communities, and they saved a life

working together and using that training

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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and utilizing our canines.

The PBA is proud to honor Police
Officer Jack Castronova and K9 EJ as our
Legislative Top Cops, February 2026.

COMMISSIONER RYDER: Good afternoon,
everybody. First of all, I want to thank
the Nassau County Police Department
Foundation through our very gracious
communities, donate our dogs. So the
taxpayer doesn't pay for the ten dogs
that we have. It's paid for by our
Foundation. So we're very grateful. Ali
Nagoli (phonetic) and Eric Blumencrantz,
who do this -- along with all of our
horses that sit in our stable and go out
and do great work for us. I just told
this to Channel 7 in the back, these
missing kids, it's all about timing.
We're working on a case right now up in
the Second Precinct where we're trying to
find a young lady, we probably get about
ten cases a week that people don't
realize because of the great work that

our Missing Persons Squad does, along

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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with the tools that we've been given by
this body and makes us go out and find
these people. Because a matter of
minutes, hours, days, means the
difference of life and death. And what
the K9 unit does every single day for us
is phenomenal.

They're also a great public
relations tool. Everybody loves the dog.
Just don't put your hand near the mouth
too fast. We're very grateful for what
you've given us here today. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Officer
Castronova, would you like to say a few
words, and we'd like to hear from EJ as
well.

OFFICER CASTRANOVA: I'd just like to
thank everyone here for the honor, tThe
Legislature, Top Cop Committee the
Department. It's a great day for me
because we get to recognize EJ's hard
work. We put in endless hours of training
every day. And it might just seem to him

like endless games of hide and seek where

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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he's just excited to get the ball at the
end. But we see that there's real value
in what he does for the Department, for
Nassau County and how amazing these dogs
could be. And just want to thank
everybody. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Legislator
Goetz?

LEGISLATOR GOETZ: Good afternoon.
Well, I want to say thank you, Police
Officer Castronova and to EJ, and of
course, to the PBA and our Police
Department for this incredible work. Your
training saved a life.

This area is Chicken Valley Road is
all farms and grassland and this isn't
just going up and down streets. This
woman could have been anywhere. So the
training and the expertise in your quick
action, saved a life. And I know
personally my grandmother has dementia
and how easily they could just get lost.
And it's very scary. So you really saved

a family from tragedy.
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So thank you for everything that you
do each and every day. Thank you, EJ;
he's very handsome. And I just want to
say thank you to our Police entirely for
all that you do each and every day for
all of us keeping us safe. So thank you
so much from the bottom of my heart.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Would you
like to come up for a quick photo?

(Whereupon, photos were taken.)

* Kk kK k)
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Next we
have the DAI Detectives.

DETECTIVE SICCARI: Good afternoon. I
just want to thank everybody for having
us.

In June of 2023, two unknown
suspects entered a storefront in Hewlett.
The suspects began assaulting multiple
employees at the location, including one
59-year-old woman who was punched in the
face along with being struck with a
chair. One of the suspects pulled out a
handgun, placing multiple people within
the storefront in fear for their lives.

With limited leads, Detective Sicari
and Barbieri began working the case. The
investigation lasted well over a year and
the detectives used advanced
investigation techniques, including cell
phone warrants, cultivating CI's, and
joint cooperation with the Nassau County
Police Department, FBI Gang Task Force
Officer Detective Selleck.

Thanks to the hard work of these

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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detectives, two illegal firearms were
recovered and taken off our streets.
Multiple arrests were made.

The detectives also uncovered a
large amount of valuable criminal
intelligence on multiple gangs and
organized crimes that affected our
streets. These detectives worked for well
over a year, multiple units within the
department to close these cases. I just
want to thank them for their hard work.
Thank you for you guys.

COMMISSIONER RYDER: So as I think
you all know, we got a lot of changes in
the Police Department, promotions, a lot
of new chiefs, lieutenants, sergeants.
And in this case, this is a situation
where one of our young detectives is now
going to be a great sergeant for us, and
we're very proud of him.

This work that gets done every
single day with our detectives, they
can't wave the flag. They can't come out

and pat themselves on the back because of

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

13 ==



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 03.23.2026

the sensitivity of the cases. This is one

of those cases. There is ongoing
investigations that's going on. They
continue to do great work, and we
continue to work together as both
detective, supervisors, and cops to make
sure that we serve the best in Nassau
County.

So again, we thank you for this
opportunity for them.

DETECTIVE SICARI: Thank you.
Detective Sicari. I'll make this quick,
I'm not a wordsmith.

Thank you to the Legislature for
this award, DAI, and the board. But

really, this this award really is

deserved for Detective Barbieri. He did a

fantastic job, in my humble opinion. He
may not look it, but he's a very smart
guy, a very talented guy -- I'm just
joking (laughter). And detective Dezelic
as well. He took me under his wing and
showed me a lot of new tricks and old

school tricks. I'm forever thankful for

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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the both of them, and thank you very
much. That's it.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Anyone
else? No. Okay.

Thank you, detective, and all of
you, for the work that you do. I live
close by where we're talking about, and
being the safest county in Nassau, it
doesn't come by accident. And where we
live, that's pretty close to New York

City. And that's got to make your job

that much harder. Your dogged persistence

in getting these things done over a great

length of time, it just shows your
dedication to duty, and I'm sure all of
us here appreciate it.

So thank you very much. And that's
it. Would you like to come up for a
picture.

(Whereupon, photos were taken.)

* Kk kK k)
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay.
Finally, we have Top Responders, the
Nassau County Probation Officers.

MR. KALENDAR: Good afternoon. So
today we have our probation Officers and
fire marshals.

On January 8th of 2026, Nassau
County Probation Officers Alexandra
Bufalo, Cindy Bonilla, and Robert
Ciminelli conducted a routine and
proactive home visit at a residence in
Wantagh as a part of their ongoing
supervision and community safety
responsibilities.

During the visit, the Officer's keen
observation, skills, training and
attention to detail led to the discovery
of a significant quantity of illegal
narcotics, including methamphetamines,
MDMA and ketamine, along with indicators
consistent of a possible clandestine drug
laboratory operating within the home.

Recognizing the serious public

safety risks associated with the presence

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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of hazardous chemicals and potential
explosive materials, the probation
officers immediately secured the scene
and notified the appropriate authority.

The Nassau County Fire Marshal
Hazardous Materials Unit was subsequently
requested to respond to the location and
conducted an assessment of the scene
utilizing advanced chemical
identification equipment to analyze and
identify approximately 20 chemical
samples.

The fire marshal members operating
on scene included Assistant Chief Fire
Marshal Andrew Schmidt, Captain Michael
Menella, Lieutenant John Madden and fire
marshals Martin Golden, Vincent Bitsko
and Cristian Dambreville.

To date, the alleged perp is still
in remand and is awaiting his court date.
Through their professionalism,
dedication and vigilance, the Nassau

County Probation Officers and Fire

Marshals exemplified the highest
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standards of public service. Their
coordinated actions highlighted the
critical role these public safety
professionals play in safeguarding
neighborhoods, protecting residents, and
ensuring that the overall well-being of
the community and keeping Nassau County
the safest in America. Thank you.

MR. PLAKIS: Hello, John Plakis,
Probation Director. I just want to thank
the Officers for doing a great job. This
is what the Officers do every day, is
keep the residents safe and work with the
other departments. Thank you.

CHIEF UTTARO: Mike Uttaro, Chief
Fire Marshal, to echo his sentiments
exactly, is working with other agencies
interoperability, making things happen
together as a team.

Definitely, I would be remiss if I
didn't thank all of you on the county
legislature, our County Executive's
Office, and OEM for securing grants and

funding.
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Running a hazmat team takes a lot of
training, endless training, and an awful
lot of money. It takes a lot of funding
for the what ifs, and what if this
happens? And this was one of those events
and all that came together and that
training and the funding for the very
expensive equipment and other things that
we need to use to mitigate situations
such as this.

So we thank all of you for your
support, and I'm definitely proud of the
guys and the hard work that they put into
this. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Legislator
Knight?

LEGISLATOR KNIGHT: Thank you,
Presiding Officer. I want to say thank
you for the Nassau County Probation
Officers and the hazmat unit working in
conjunction, keeping our community safe.
Your dedication to public safety and your
swift response is the reason why Nassau

County is the safest county in America.

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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And I want to thank you as a Wantagh

resident, for all that you do for keeping

our Wantagh residents safe and our entire

county safe. Thank you and keep up the
great work.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Yes, of
course.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: T
also just want to recognize all of you.
You guys are sort of our unsung heroes.
So many things that you take care of
don't get as much publicity as they
should. And we just want to take this
moment to thank you not only for this
instance, but all those times that you
put the extra effort in.

And our fire marshal has done so
much. I'm so proud of you. Every time I
told you, every time I see you in the
news, you represent the County so well.
And you speak to people in a way they
understand and in a way that it really
makes a difference. So we're lucky to

have all of you.

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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you do an amazing

job representing your team.

if they realize how hard you work,

thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL:

you guys want to come for a picture?

I don't know

(Whereupon, photos were taken.)

* Kk Kk kK
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. I'm
I'm told that we have a future legislator
down in the audience.

Legislator Drucker?

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Thank you very
much, Presiding Officer. We are being
observed today by a very motivated and a
future political leader who, for unclear
reasons, has been a fan of mine for a few
years and has this unsatiable thirst for
Nassau politics, and has been dying to
attend a legislative session, and his
teacher is well aware of his passion and
has actually given him permission to take
the day off and attend. I just would like
to take a second, thank you, Presiding
Officer, to welcome our future leader,
who's 10-years-o0ld, Adam Cass in the
fifth grade. Adam, why don't you just
stand up for a second (applause).

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Good luck,
Adam, but you want to do something better
than this, right (laughter)?

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: No. He doesn't.

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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Look at him. See? He's shaking his head.

* Kk Kk Kk *k
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay, we
now move on. We had Women's History
Month, a little belated, but here we are,
due to snowstorms. We'll start off with
Legislator Goetz.

LEGISLATOR GOETZ: Hello again. So
today we are recognizing a truly
exceptional woman, Margaret Marchand, for
this Women's History month.

Margaret is a renowned advocate for
parental advocacy in education and a
champion for schools that prepare
students for success in the 21st century.
As president of the Locust Valley School
Board, she had kept families informed,
involved and empowered, always putting
students and parents first.

I know Margaret personally and her
leadership has made a real difference for
families like mine. In fact, her
leadership in the district was a driving
factor in our decision to make Locust
Valley our forever home. Her advocacy

gave many of us a voice and helped shape

pry——1
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decisions that strengthen our community.
She's a fierce advocate for our children,
and that was never more clear than when
she stood up in 2021, alone against her
board, against Governor Hochul's mandate
to reimpose masking mandates on students
after all, those requirements had already
been lifted at the state level. And while
others stayed silent, Margaret spoke out
forcefully, challenging the policy and
standing her ground in defense of parents
rights and children's well-being. She
made it clear that decisions impacting
our children should not come from Albany
mandates, but from the families and
communities that they directly affect.
That leadership meant a great deal to
families like mine as well.

Margaret is also a champion of civic
education and patriotism. Through her
operation, democracy and the Remembrance
Bowl, she helps students connect with
history in meaningful ways. She has also

helped revive the spirit of Operation

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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Democracy, a grassroots effort that began
in 1947 when Locust Valley residents
supported the people -- and forgive me
because I do not speak well with French,
but Saint-Mere-Eglise, in Normandy after
World War II, turning that legacy into a
living, hands-on lesson in service,
gratitude and global connection for
today's students.

She's a loving mother, a woman of
deep faith. Recently her sons have been
engaged -- I think one might even be
here. So congratulations.

In Bayville and throughout the
Locust Valley School District, Margaret
is a force to be reckoned with. She is
now head of school at Holy Holy Child
Academy in 0ld Westbury, and she's
already making an impact in many, many
ways. But just recently we had a ribbon
cutting and the incredible transformation
of the library that she was a integral
part of making happen.

Margaret stands up for what is

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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right, even when it's not easy. She's
been pivotal in empowering school boards
across New York State to know their
rights, making it clear that local boards
know their communities best, and they are
elected to serve the families in their
communities.

She's been a leading voice in
protecting local control and ensuring
communities are not overrun by one size
fits all policies.

Her impact is felt far and wide, and
it is a privilege to recognize her today
as a Woman of Distinction. Please join us
if you have a few words to say at the
podium.

MS. MERCHAND: How are you? Good
afternoon. It is an absolute honor to be
here. Samantha, thank you so much for
nominating me.

It is something that, I'm sitting
here watching the Police go before me and
I'm saying, what am I doing next to them?

Because basically what I do every day

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516
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just comes from my heart. I believe that
every child deserves the right for a free
and fair education, and I believe that
every child's parents have the right to
rear those children the way that they see
fit. Not according to the government.

I'm now in the private sector and
I'm seeing a whole different perspective.
But at the end of the day, children just
deserve a really sound, rigorous academic
foundation where they can find purpose
and they can be future leaders like our
little friend in the audience.

And I thank you for this honor, but
I'm humbled, but thank you. Thank you so
much.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: And
Margaret, why don't you just come up and
bring your family to come on up for a
picture?

(Whereupon, photos were taken.)
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Legislator
Russell?

LEGISLATOR RUSSELL: So we have
another honoree that I am so very proud
to honor this afternoon. And her name is
Mrs. Shirley Darkay. Mrs. Darkay is a
wife, mother, artist, curator,
entrepreneur, poet, and a lifelong
community advocate whose work spans more
than six decades of cultural leadership,
innovation, and service. Her life
reflects a deep commitment to preserving
African American history, empowering
future generations and strengthening
community institutions across Long Island
and beyond.

Shirley is a lifelong resident of
the Village of Westbury. She and her
husband George Kamala Darkay, now
deceased, are the proud parents of three
children and two grandchildren.

A trailblazer in both the corporate
and public sectors, Mrs. Darkay was the

first African American woman to work in
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the accounting department of the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York, and later
served as Comptroller for Reed Roberts
Incorporated.

Her pioneering spirit continued in
1966, when she became the founding
director of Management Information at the
Charles Drew Neighborhood Health Center,
where she designed and implemented one of
the nation's earliest computerized
patient identification and billing
systems, an achievement well ahead of its
time. For more than 45 years, Mrs. Darkay
has dedicated herself to cultural
preservation, public service and
educational outreach. She is a former
director of the Nassau County African
American Museum and a lifetime host of
community news and views on WHLI radio
platforms, which she amplified African
American voices, history and civic
engagement.

In 1990, she founded Project Pride,

a cultural based self-development program
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for youth in the Nassau County Family
Court system, serving as executive
director and mentor to countless young
people.

Her extensive board service reflects
a sustained commitment to arts education
and community development. Mrs. Darkay
has served on boards of directors for
Nassau County Girl Scouts; Nassau County
Office of Cultural Development; Alliance
for New York State Arts Council; African
American Heritage Association; Newsday;
Long Island Arts; 100 black women and
others. She has held leadership roles,
including board chair for Imani at Nassau
Community College treasurer for Jack and
Jill of America and member of Black Women
Entrepreneurs.

Most recently, she served as a
trustee of the Westbury Memorial Library
from 2020 to 2023, continuing her
lifelong advocacy for libraries as a
vital center of learning, history and

community connection.

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

3] =—I



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 03.23.2026

Though officially retired since
2003, Mrs. Darkay remains deeply engaged
in community life. She conducts African
American history workshops for school
districts and libraries across Long
Island. Volunteers at the Westbury Senior
Center, where she chaired its 60th
anniversary celebration and produced a
fashion show featuring her own original
designs.

She is also a member of Sisters of
the Arts, NSQ, supporting young people
pursuing creative careers, and was a
contestant in the 2016 New York, Miss
Senior America.

Mrs. Darkay's lifelong service has
been recognized with numerous honors and
awards. Through her leadership and
creativity and unwavering dedication,
Mrs. Darkay has built a legacy rooted in
service, cultural preservation, and
community empowerment, one that continues
to inspire across generations.

At the age of 91, and she doesn't
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mind me telling her age, at the age of
91, she recently curated and created an
exhibit embodying the spirit of Homegrown
Heroes of Long Island, a woman whose
legacy was not imported but cultivated,
whose impact was not distant, but deeply
rooted, and whose lifelong work continues
to shape the cultural landscape of the
community she calls home.

I present to everyone Mrs. Shirley
Darkay (applause).

MS. DARKAY: Good afternoon. I want
to give thanks to God first, and I
appreciate all of the legislators who are
here. Most of all, my legislator, Ms.
Vivian Russell. And I want to say that no
matter what stage of life you're in, you
can still do something for your
community.

Today, our history is being erased.
And I happen to be an advocate for
African American history. And as long as
I have a voice, I will speak to that

issue because our young people need to
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know their history. Without knowing your
history, you don't know where you belong
and where you can can achieve and where
God will take you. Thank you very much
for the opportunity.

LEGISLATOR RUSSELL: Mrs. Darkay, can
you join us up here for a picture? And if
you can, bring your family and friends
that came along to support you today as
well.

(Whereupon, photos were taken.)

* Kk Kk kK
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: All right.
We now proceed to a period of public
comment, and that's a period during which
members of the public -- you know
something? We have a couple of points of
personal privilege first.

Fine. Legislator Walker, why don't
you go ahead?

LEGISLATOR WALKER: It is truly an
honor for me to recognize a gentleman who
has worked for 58.5 years in the Nassau
County Department of Health, and his name
is Michael Alarkin.

Michael, could you stand?

Michael Alarkin, director of the
Bureau of Environmental Engineering and
Water Supply at the Nassau County
Department of Health, has retired after
58.5 years of extraordinary service. His
tremendous dedication to Nassau County
has helped safeguard the health, safety
and environmental well-being of
generations of families.

Upon his retirement, he concluded
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his career as the longest serving
employee in Nassau County government.
Michael joined the department in 1967.
Over the decades, his work has helped
protect Nassau County's most vital
natural resource, our sole source
aquifer, which provides drinking water to
millions of Long Islanders. His
leadership contributed to regional water
protection planning efforts following the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act
amendments and helped shape long term
groundwater protection strategies for our
county.

He played a role in the Long Island
Comprehensive Water Treatment Management
Plan and later coauthored work addressing
the protection of the Lloyd aquifer,
reinforcing Nassau County's commitment to
preserving groundwater for future
generations.

Throughout his career, he oversaw
critical environmental engineering

functions including public supply
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oversight, toxic and hazardous chemical
storage review, onsite sanitary disposal
systems, and environmental assessments
for residential development. He is
nationally recognized for his expertise
and leadership, earning two model
practice awards from the National
Association of City and County Health
Officials for innovative environmental
protection initiatives.

Michael's career reflects
consistency, professionalism, integrity
and an unwavering sense of
responsibility. Beyond his individual
accomplishments, he has provided
stability, mentorship and institutional
knowledge to this department for nearly
six decades. His commitment has
strengthened the Nassau County Department
of Health and protected the well-being of
our community for generations.

Fifty eight years of service is not
simply a milestone, it is a legacy. On

behalf of the Nassau County Legislature
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and the residents of Nassau County, we
extend our deepest gratitude for your
extraordinary commitment. We thank you
for your service, your leadership, and
the remarkable example you have set for
all who follow.

After nearly six decades of service,
may your retirement be as rewarding as
the career you have given to Nassau
County. God bless you, Michael, and thank
you so very much.

MR. ALARKIN: Oh, wow. Thank you so
much. This is a tremendous honor to be
here. I loved your statement, and I
can't -- was that me? Really? You were
talking about? No. I know I look over
100-years-old, but I'm actually just a
little bit, maybe over 50; is that right?

But it has been a great honor to
work for the department for these so many
years and working with our water
suppliers and other environmentalists to
protect our water resources and our

drinking water supply. So I just want to
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thank everybody for being here. And I'm
not sure who's watching the store today,
but thank you for all the staff that are
here today. Thank you so much.

LEGISLATOR WALKER: Michael, if you
would come up here and join us for a
photo.

(Whereupon, photos were taken.)

* Kk kK
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Legislator
Nicks?

LEGISLATOR NICKS: All right. So on
the afternoon of December 8, 2025, the
Uniondale Fire Department was dispatched
to reports of a working building fire at
886 Jerusalem Avenue. As the tone
sounded, firefighter Christopher Drummond
assumed the role of Officer in charge of
engine 7522, immediately stepping up to
lead his crew. Upon arrival, Firefighter
Drummond and the operating department
members wasted no time. He moved swiftly
to assist the first two engine, engine
753 and establishing a hand line. And
when conditions demanded more, he went
above and beyond. Faced with a structure
whose windows and doors were boarded and
inaccessible, firefighter Drummond, under
the direction of Chief Kevin Hicks and
Assistant Chief Joseph Rodriguez, made
the courageous decision to advance to the
roof and gain entry from above to begin

interior operations. What happens next
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speaks to the character of Mr. Drummond.
Once inside the smoke filled structure
presumed to be vacant, firefighter
Drummond and Chief Rodriguez heard
something that no one anticipated.
Screams coming from deep within the
interior. Without hesitation, they
advance into the structure and located an
adult male occupant who was conscious but
severely disoriented and in desperate
need of assistance. With decisive
action, firefighter Drummond, along with
Assistant Chief Rodriguez, guided the
victim to safety and physically removed
him from the building. But their work
didn't stop there. With the coordination
and professionalism of truck four engines
two and three operating on the scene. The
victim was transferred to the awaiting
fast team for evacuation off of the roof.
A seamless effort that was made possible
by the dedication of every firefighter
and EMS member that day. Once the victim

was confirmed safe, Firefighter Drummond
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reentered the structure alongside his
crew to knock down the remaining fire
load. This outcome, a life saved, 1is a
testament not only to Firefighter
Drummond's bravery and instinct, but to
the collective strength of the men and
women of the Uniondale Fire Department
who operated with excellence under
pressure.

To everyone who responded that day,
your service does not go unnoticed. And
as we often say in the fire Mattyc world,
the only thing predictable about
firefighting is that it can become
unpredictable.

It is my distinct honor, as your
Legislator of Nassau County's Fifth
District, to recognize the fire
department and firefighter Christopher
Drummond as this month's personal point
of privilege.

MR. DRUMMOND: Good afternoon,
everybody. I would like to take this

moment to first and foremost, thank God.
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I'd also like to thank all the members of
the legislature and then also thank my
department for choosing to recognize me.
This is a humbling experience as well as
anything else.

My service to this country as a
United States Army paratrooper in the
82nd Airborne Division. I learned about
two things. It's about adapting and
overcoming. And this is one of those days
that we did both. In the volunteer fire
service we don't have the we don't have
the luxury of having all the manpower
that we need at all times. And in a
situation that was unpredictable like
this, when we went to a fire and didn't
expect someone to be in there, we adapted
and overcame. With this team behind us.
We all trained together, we eat together,
we laugh together, and we share the same
pain, the same load together. That's what
we do as firefighters.

So again, I'd like to thank

everybody equally as anyone else. And

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

43 =



NC FULL LEGISLATURE 03.23.2026

again, we don't see ourselves as heroes.
This is what we do. This is strictly
business for all of us. But thank you,
everyone.

LEGISLATOR NICKS: Chief, if you like
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Now we
finally reach our period of public
comment. That's when the public can come
up and voice his or her concerns. Just
want to remind everyone of what the rules
are. In case you don't know. The comment
for each person is three minutes. Really
three minutes. It's timed. You can see
the clock here. Make sure that you adhere
to that. You cannot see your time to
someone else. Each person gets three
minutes. The public comment period will
stop at 3:15. It's one hour. If there are
people who have not yet had a chance to
speak at that point they will be given a
chance following the business of the
legislature. In other words, we'll go to
our regular calendar and then after we're
finished with that, we'll come back. And
hear anyone who's remaining.

When I call your name, please come
right up. And remember, if you go longer
than that or you try to go longer than

that, you will not be granted additional
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time and you will be taking time from
someone else. Let's start off with
Paulette Orlando.

MS. ORLANDO: Good afternoon. My name
is Paulette Orlando with Tobacco Action
Coalition of Long Island. Although the
Clean Indoor Air Act protects New Yorkers
from exposure to second hand smoke in all
indoor public spaces and work sites,
millions of nonsmokers continue to be
exposed to second hand smoke in areas not
covered by smoke free laws or policies,
including the very homes where they live.
In fact, the home is the primary source
of secondhand smoke exposure for children
and a major source of exposure for
nonsmoking adults. As a community
engagement specialist working for the
American Lung Association's Tobacco
Action Coalition of Long Island, I've
spoken to many tenants living in
multi-unit housing that are experiencing
these harmful effects of secondhand

smoke. Older adults with chronic
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obstructive pulmonary disease, COPD, and
other respiratory issues. Many tenants
that call me in desperation are afraid to
leave their name, or are afraid to speak
out because of the repercussions they may
experience. For residents of multi-unit
housing in apartment buildings and
condominiums, second hand smoke can be a
major concern. Even if people don't smoke
in your unit, as smoke can migrate from
other units and common areas and travel
through doorways, cracks and walls,
electrical lines, plumbing and
ventilation systems. In a study of
multi-unit housing residents in New York
state, 73% of residents did not allow
smoking in their units, but 46%
experienced secondhand smoke infiltration
from other units during the past year.
Essentially, if one person smokes in the
building, everyone smokes. Secondhand
smoke exposure poses serious health
threats to both children and adults, such

as heart disease, lung cancer,
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respiratory infections, stroke and
asthma. More than 3,000 nonsmoking adults
in New York state die from diseases
including heart disease, lung cancer, and
stroke caused by secondhand smoke every
year. Children are especially vulnerable
to the health effects of secondhand
smoke, given their developing bodies and
lungs. Children exposed to secondhand
smoke are at increased risk of sudden
infant death syndrome, ear infections,
asthma and respiratory infections caused
by second hand smoke every year.
Secondhand smoke exposure in
multi-unit housing also contributes to
disparities in health. This same
population has a higher prevalence of
asthma, COPD and other health conditions,
worsened by exposure to secondhand smoke.
More than two in five nonsmokers who live
below the poverty level are exposed to
secondhand smoke, and nearly 7 million
multi-unit housing residents live in

subsidized public housing.
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Approximately 65% of smokers say
they would like to quit smoking. We know
smoke-free housing helps to support
adults that are trying to quit smoking or
have quit smoking.

Lastly, everyone should be able to
breathe freely in their homes. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. Thank
you. Larry Lamendola?

MR. LAMENDOLA: For the new members
of the legislature that have not seen my
daughter's picture. Ms Knight, we've met.
This is my daughter, Ms. Russell. This is
my daughter. I found her lifeless body in
her room on September 19, 2019, just days
after her 25th birthday. Gone. Fentanyl
poisoning.

So today is the third time I'm
speaking. I found out on this past
Thursday, some rather disturbing news.
I've been crying out for the opioid
settlement money. All of it, to be put
forth, used. Took a long time for the

portal to be opened. It's open, I believe
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May of last year, those nonprofits that
have been able to apply have applied.
There should be more. In light of the
fact that Medicaid has been decimated,
there are those in recovery who need the
money. This is a lifeboat. I've spoken
about this since March of this year
stating this has got to be done. The
disturbing news I want to reveal today.

T was made aware that $13.7 million
of the interest from the opioid
settlement, Nassau County, was put into
the Nassau County General Fund. This is
disturbing. This is beyond belief for me.
I don't 1like it. That money should not be
earmarked, not $0.01, for anything else.
For use, for the county.

This is blood money. This is money
that should be spent on people in
recovery, education, and prevention.
Period. Full stop.

I'm disturbed each time I think
about this. When I found out about it on

Thursday, I had a couple of sleepless
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nights, to tell you the God's honest
truth. I went to my daughter's grave on
Friday. I went to my daughter's grave on
Saturday. I don't want one person to die
from Fentanyl again. Please do the right
thing. This is not political, ladies and
gentlemen. Thank you very much.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Susan
Gottehrer.

MS. GOTTEHRER: I invite everybody to
lay flowers, please.

Good afternoon. My name is Susan
Gottehrer the director of the Nassau
County, New York Civil Liberties Union in
Nassau. I'm here today to mark the six
months since Santos Banegas-Reyes died at
the Nassau County Jail.

As a veteran advocate around the
Nassau County Jail, I'm distressed and
disturbed to report that when I heard the
news, I was not surprised. Not exactly
sure where to start. So I'll start with
this county's wholesale and shameless

adoption of Trump's inhumane immigration
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policies and the values they convey. Not

just the policies, the values. A warm and

willing embrace of the cruelty and lies
that underpin those policies. And the
most dangerous and insidious lie of all,

that this is about public safety. It is

not, and it never was. You have two 287-G

agreements and an exam with the Jjail to
lend out beds for ICE detainees.

Police commissioners know that
crimes go down when their department can
be trusted by the public. Well, right
now, this entire government can't be
trusted. Why? Because you've said loud
and clear with these agreements that you
are on board with the cruelty and
arbitrary lawlessness of ICE and the
Trump Administration. This is not about
public safety. We have boots on the
ground watching as people get taken off

the streets every day in Hempstead,

Freeport, Uniondale, Roosevelt, Westbury.

This is not about public safety.

One of my neighbor's sons has a
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friend, an American citizen who has been
stopped and detained twice in Hempstead.
Walking to work. A citizen. This is not

about public safety.

The truth is that immigrant
communities have the lowest rates of
crimes of all the demographics, and they
contribute enormously to our society.
This is not about public safety.

We want a full and truthful report
about the death of Santos Banegas-Reyes.
Raise your hand if anybody has called the
family to wish them condolences. Anybody?
Thank you.

And to bring it even further, the
Public Safety Committee must exercise
oversight of the jail. The air
conditioning has been on at the Nassau
County jail since November on and off.
This is human rights violations. Please
do your jobs and inspect the jail. Please
issue a report. I am begging you.

And please stop colluding with ICE.

They are lawless and cruel. And that
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means that you are, too. Immigrants are
not the cause for concern regarding
public safety. This government is. Thank
you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Claudia
Borecky.

MS. BORECKY: Hello. I'm executive
Director of the South Shore Women's
Alliance, and I am alarmed by County
Executive Blakeman stealing millions from
the Opioid Settlement Fund and his
refusal to release nearly $100 million
that the County received in 2019. Funds
to save lives from opiocid addiction. What
could be more despicable than siphoning
money away from people fighting for their
lives? The opioid fund is meant to
prevent addiction, to treat those already
struggling, and to reduce the deadly harm
caused by substance use.

The New York State Mental Hygiene
Law, Section 25.18, is explicit about how
these funds are to be spent. These

dollars were won through the suffering of
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families who buried loved ones through
years of litigation meant to hold
pharmaceutical giants accountable. They
were never meant to become a slush fund
to paper over budget failures. Yet,
Blakeman has only managed to get 8.5% of
these life saving funds to the agencies
that actually prevent and treat opioid
addiction.

Worse still, the allegation that
millions were secretly diverted from the
opioid fund to mask a budget
mismanagement, it's not just a
bureaucratic failure, it is a moral one.
It violates state law and erodes the
trust of every family shattered by
addiction.

This pattern of neglect is not
isolated. Blakeman withheld critical
county funds from fire departments and
EMS services. The very first responders
who revive overdose victims and keep
communities safe.

His refusal to fund the Safe Center
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forced the shutdown of Nassau's only
domestic violence center and the
legislature, you guys, refused to adopt
the Families Against Fentanyl Act, which
would have required Fentanyl Detecting
test strips and Narcan kits is yet
another failure to act to save lives.
Taken together, these decisions
paint a devastating picture. Blakeman is
failing to responsibly fund services that
save lives and every delay, every stolen
dollar, has a human cost. Families are
losing loved ones. Communities are
grieving losses that could have been
prevented. This is not just
mismanagement, it is a betrayal of the
people these funds were meant to protect.
We demand the immediate return of
all the monies taken from the opioid
fund. We also call for full transparency
into the opioid account and urge this
legislature to establish a citizens
advisory committee to ensure that these

funds are allocated swiftly and
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appropriately. It is illegal to take
money out of opioid accounts to use for
other purposes. Blakeman must stop the
steal. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Dimitrios
Giouzepis, I hope I got that right.

MR. GIOUZEPIS: I've had the
opportunity of speaking before this panel
on several occasions. Good afternoon,
esteemed members of the legislature.

As you take a moment to remember, a
year ago, I stood before you and shared a
story set in the future. It was the story
of a young child whose life was
transformed because this body chose to
invest in preschool special education and
related services. I asked you then to
imagine what becomes possible when we
commit not just to beginning the work,
but to finishing it. I am here to remind
you of that story because we are now
living right in the middle of it. In that
story, I returned decades later as a

representative of a generation that
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benefited directly from the decisions you
made in this room. I spoke of Thomas, a
little boy who faced early developmental
challenges and received timely speech and
occupational therapy through a preschool
special education program supported by
adequate sustainable funding, because
providers were able to remain in the
field and because new ones were drawn in,
Thomas received consistent, high quality
services at the most critical time in his
development.

And as you follow that story
forward, Thomas grew up. He built a
career. He raised a family, he became a
mentor and you can hear how his success
was not accidental. It was the direct and
predictable result of policy choices that
recognized early preschool services as
both a moral and fiscal imperative.

That future has not yet been fully
secured, and at the same time, you can
recognize that it is within reach.

Over the past year, you have taken
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meaningful and commendable steps by
approving an increase to reimbursement
rates. Those actions mattered. They began
to address a decades old structural gap
that had been steadily eroding the
preschool special education system. They
slowed the loss of experienced providers.
They sent a clear message that this work
the professionals who do it and the
children for whom we work are valued. And
yet, as we all know, beginning the work
is different from completing it. We are
still in the chapter where the outcome
depends on consistency and follow
through. Until reimbursement rates fully
reflect the true cost of delivering high
quality services, the field remains
vulnerable. Providers will continue to
struggle to recruit and retain staff.
Programs will remain at risk in children
whose developmental windows do not wait
will feel the consequences, and it's
useful to remember why the reimbursement

increases were applied in the first place
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to attract new providers to the field, to
stabilize and grow programs, to ensure
access to services for every eligible
child, and ultimately to preserve the
system for future generations. That
purpose has not changed. And as you
consider it again now, you can clearly
see that the goal has not yet been met.
So today, I ask you to remember the
story you heard last year, not as a
hypothetical future, but as a
responsibility actively unfolding right
now. We ask that you continue applying
the increases until reimbursement rates
fully reflect the true cost of delivering
high quality services, a 10% increase
over the next five years. Suffolk County
has already done. Ensure that the story
we tell our future is one of commitment
and resolve, not merely unfinished
intention. The children we serve today
will never know the names of the budget
lines or policy debates, and yet they

will live with the results for the rest
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of their lives.

The future depends on what we do
today. Thank you for your continued
leadership, your commitment, and your
willingness to finish what we so
importantly began.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. Jodi
Hawkins.

MS. HAWKINS: Good afternoon. My name
is Jodi Hawkins and I've been a therapist
providing services to preschool children
for the past 20 years. I would first like
to express my appreciation for the recent
increase in reimbursement rates, which is
an important and much needed first step.
However, there is no current guarantee of
future increases, leaving providers
without long term financial stability.
Living and working on Long Island, where
the cost of living is exceptionally high,
continues to place significant financial
pressure on providers. While the demand
for therapy services remains strong,

current reimbursement rate makes it
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increasingly difficult to sustain a long
term career in this field. Many of my
colleagues have already left, or are in
the process of leaving, due to the
combination of excessive paperwork
requirements, limited compensation, and
the high cost of living. These growing
workforce shortages directly impact the
availability of services for children who
need them the most. In addition, many
preschool therapists are traveling
providers who service multiple locations
each day, incurring substantial
out-of-pocket expenses for fuel, vehicle
maintenance, and unpaid travel time.
Reimbursement rates have not kept pace
with the inflation or the true cost of
delivering services.

Most therapists are reimbursed on a
fee for service basis, which limits
income stability and does not account for
essential non-billable work, such as
documentation, travel, administration

responsibilities. As a result, providers
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routinely work far beyond their direct
service hours without fair compensation.

Furthermore, under part 200 of New
York State regulations, providers are
required to attend meetings including
initial eligibility meetings, annual
review meetings, and program reviews
without reimbursement. In order to
comply, therapists often must cancel
multiple paid sessions resulting in
further financial loss.

Providing services at the preschool
level not only improves outcome for
children, but also reduces long term
financial burdens on school districts.
Research consistently shows that early
intervention can prevent the need for
more intensive and costly services later.
In fact, every dollar invested in early
childhood intervention yields significant
savings in the future educational costs.
Despite these well-documented benefits,
it's becoming increasingly difficult to

sustain preschool level services under
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the current reimbursement structure.

I respectfully urge you to consider
implementing regular cost of living based
reimbursement increases, as well as
compensation for mandated non-billable
responsibilities. These changes are
essential to stabilizing the workforce
and ensuring that children continue to
receive timely, high quality services
during these critical years. Thank you
for your time.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Monica
Nichols.

MS. NICHOLS: Good afternoon. I'm
speaking today as a mother of a special
needs child. Imagine being a parent who
has just had their child diagnosed and
evaluated and is told for the very first
time that their son or daughter has a
disability or developmental delay. It's
overwhelming, emotional, and frightening.

Now imagine being told that your
child needs therapy, but there are no

providers available to begin services. No
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support, no start date. Just waiting.

That reality is unimaginable for
families, and yet it happens every day.
Preschool related services are not
optional. They are time sensitive.
They're critical and they are life
changing. The earlier we intervene, the
better the outcomes for children and
family.

I want to thank Nassau County for
helping to move the needle in increasing
rates for related services providers.
Raising rates will directly impact
getting providers back and getting
children the services that they need.
Suffolk County has increased and is at
the same rate as Nassau County. However,
they have committed to a 10% increase
each year for five years to bring us in
line with the rates of other counties of
New York. It is essential that Nassau
does the same.

I want to acknowledge the progress

that has been made. Families feel it. It
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matters. We still have work to do, but we
are moving in the right direction and
that gives parents hope. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: David
Tellerman.

MR. TELLERMAN: Hello, everybody. I
am David Tellerman and I am the director
at New York Therapy. So we are an agency
that provides special education services
to children throughout Nassau County. And
I'm here today to speak specifically
about preschool related services. So
these services are speech therapy,
occupational therapy, physical therapy
for children ages three to five years
old.

Many of you have heard us speak on
this topic in previous meetings, and I
have also had the pleasure of meeting
with some of you individually. For those
of you who may not be familiar with the
work that we've done, I'd like to briefly
provide some background for you. For

several years, hundreds of children and
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their families have not received a
legally mandated services to which they
are entitled. The primary reason for this
is that the reimbursement rates remained
unchanged for 27 years. As a result, many
therapists were forced to leave the field
for positions such as hospitals, skilled
nursing facilities or other settings
where they can earn a sustainable salary
to support their families. Because of the
shortage, children either went without
services entirely, or waited several
months for services to begin. Imagine
receiving the devastating news that your
child has a disability and requires
intervention, only to be told that no
providers are available.

During this time, Nassau County had
the lowest reimbursement rate in the
state. Today, I'm here to thank all of
you for your support because the tide is
finally turning. With your help, we have
increased the reimbursement rate from a

low of $40 per session to $55 per
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session. This is a significant and
important first step.

However, the average reimbursement
rate across New York State is near $65
per session, with several counties paying
over $70 and some reaching as high as $80
reimbursement. The current rate of 55 is
still near the bottom of the list of all
62 counties.

As grateful as we are, 27 years of
no rate movement is a lot to make up for.
I would like to share with you that
Suffolk County Executive's Office, has
recognized this crisis and they have
actually taken action. So we've been
promised for a 10% increase each year for
five years, which equates to
approximately a $5 increase per session
annually. We are expecting our second
increase of the five years this coming
July 1st. This plan will bring Suffolk
County in line with the reimbursement
rates across the rest of the state. We're

asking for Nassau County to implement the
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same future increases. With these future
increases, there is no doubt that
therapists will return to the field. This
will allow us to achieve our shared goal,
ensuring that all preschool children
received a special education services
that are so critical to their
development.

It's widely understood that for the
first few years of development that is
essential for brain skill acquisition. So
thank you again and we appreciate your
time.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Cheryl
Keshner, please.

MS. KESHNER: Good afternoon. My name
is Cheryl Kushner. I'm with the Long
Island Immigrant Justice Alliance and the
Long Island Language Advocates Coalition.
I'm here today to call for justice for
Santos Banegas-Reyes and for all the
immigrants who are being demonized by
this administration and terrorized.

It's been six months since Santos

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

69 =——I



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 03.23.2026

Banegas-Reyes died in the Nassau County
Jail, and still we have not gotten a full
report regarding what led to that death.
What were the circumstances? The Nassau
County Medical Examiner, as well as
Homeland Security, owe that to the
community and to especially to Santos'
family. So we are calling for justice and
a full investigation.

Secondly, we'd like you to
investigate the conditions at the Nassau
County Jail, as was stated before. We
have heard from many people that the
conditions there are deplorable, that it
is freezing, that people are being denied
food and water, or if they are given
food, it is moldy. They are not given
access to phones to contact legal counsel
or their families, and they are kept in
their cells 23 hours a day. This needs to
be investigated. This needs to be
stopped. This isn't Louisiana or Texas.
This is here, right here in Nassau

County. We need an end to Nassau's
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collusion with ICE.
As you know, there are 287-G
agreements, which permit the Police to

act as ICE agents and which allow the

jail to be used to detain people for ICE.

Nassau should not be playing any role in
this horrible, terrible treatment of our
neighbors, our brothers and sisters.

And I want to thank those of you,
the legislators who have spoken up, who

recently sent a letter. We saw it. We

appreciate it, but more needs to be done.

It's not enough. We don't need just a
temporary end of 287-G agreements. We
need it to be eliminated. And Nassau
should not be colluding in any way.

We also know that probation is
turning people over to ICE when they are
reporting, as required by law, to comply
with what's court mandated, and then
probation is turning them over. They're
being separated from their families when
they're just trying to do the right

thing.
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So when you say this is the safest
county, I do take issue with that. I
think many of us do. This is not the
safest county in New York if you're
black, if you're brown, if you're Latino,
if you're an immigrant. It's not the
safest county If you're a student in
Roosevelt trying to get your diploma and
you're torn away from your family. It's
not the safest county if you're a father
going out to buy baby formula, and then
you're taken by the Nassau County Police
Department and turned over by ICE. It's
not the safest county if you're trying to
take your kid to school, and then you
find that you're taken and your kid is
waiting for you to come and pick them up.

So please don't just spout rhetoric.
Do something. We need a safe county for
everybody who lives here, not just a
select few. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Fred
Brewington?

MR. BREWINGTON: So first of all, I
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greet you all and say thank you for
giving honor to God.

First, I come with you with six
points. One on September 18, 2025, six
months ago, Mr. Reyes died. He died in
our hands, the hands of each of you who
legislate this county and have
responsibility to speak and report to the
public. He died in the hands of Nassau
County. We need to take responsibility
for that to him and to his family and to
the community. When we don't, we fail
each other. We turn our backs on each
other, and that's not something that's
acceptable.

Point two, question, any contact
with the family? I know one of my
brothers over here did. Reached out to
the family to say, we send our
condolences. And I'm asking now for
legislation from this body, particularly
from the Majority -- and I'm going to
speak largely to this side of the room.

So please excuse me —-- that you put
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legislation on for Nassau County that one
of you come up with a bill that says
anybody that dies in custody at the
Nassau County Jail gets a letter from you
saying whether or not it's our
responsibility or fault or not, we send
our condolences and God be with you.
That's the common and decent thing to do.
You do it for a lot of other folks, but
you don't do it for people that die in
the jail when they could be falsely
accused or inappropriately there, just
like Mr. Reyes was.

Three, we sent to you on October 13,
2025, a letter asking for each one of you
to respond to us about his death and
about what was going on in the jail. We
got crickets, except for a Legislator
Nicks, who wrote on behalf of several of
her colleagues. I know you got it because
we got the response that said that you
got it. That's not acceptable. You turned
your backs on many people from the

organizations called TCC, Long Island
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advocates for Police accountability. Long
Island United, and a number of people
that are here for.

Fifth, majority you supplied -- we
ask you that if no one likes being
ignored, and particularly the family of
this gentleman that is here. No one likes
being ignored.

In my last 30s, let me say this.
There are 13 people that died in Nassau
County's jail. This is a report from the
New York State Commission on Corrections.
I'm going to give it to Ms. Nicks because
she's been the most responsive.

But at this particular point, I'm
just going to say we need to be
responsive, because what you have done is
a bad demonstration. This is the
demonstration. I'll ask you to stand you
and turn your backs on them.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. Thank
you.

Frankie Lozada.

MR. LOZADA: Hello, everyone. My name
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is Frankie Lozada. I'm here because a
member of my community is no longer with
us. I'm here because politicians decided
to blame the consequences of their
mistakes and decisions and their mistakes
of their governance on some of the most
vulnerable communities in this country.

For months, we've watched from afar,
while federal agents have ripped families
apart and removed some of our hardest
working community members, and now
they're here in our backyard.

Santos Banegas-Reyes is just one
name, but he represents all the lives
that have lost at the hands of ICE. I
spent nearly two years of my life working
with families and unaccompanied minors at
the Mexican border. I saw firsthand the
treatment that these individuals
received. But most importantly, I heard
their stories. These are families that
are escaping hardship and fear. Imagine
that. They come here for safety. They

come here for opportunity, and for a
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second chance at life, chasing the same
American dream that was promised to us.

In 2021, I started advocating for
New York for all. And now, five years
later, everything that we've been warning
about is coming true. Had we had been
heard from our legislators, Santos
Banegas-Reyes would still be here today.
And I am asking for a full and
transparent investigation of his case.

In the meantime, my question is how
many more of my community members have to
die? How many more before legislators
take action? How many more families have
to grieve? I'm tired of people who look
like me and sound like me being targeted
and attacked. All for the purpose of
political division. We are human beings,
not political pawns. And I'm asking for
our legislators to have compassion, to
have reason to honor righteousness and to
pass New York for all. And for the New
York, the Nassau County legislators to

demand that law enforcement honor their
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role and commitments to protect and serve
and stop collusion with ICE. Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Richard
Clolery.

MR. CLOLERY: Hello again, everyone.
Here we go. To the members of the
Legislature, there's going to be a TAC
meeting this week. As a member, I will
fight to increase funds so we can
increase bus service here so people can
get around Nassau County safely.

Before I go, there are two things I
want to talk about. As I go along
Hempstead Turnpike. I pass by a fenced
off spot on Newbridge Road. It's just a
little bit before Hempstead Turnpike,
actually. That says no trespassing or
litter because of state law. Let me tell
you, it's an illegal junk yard right now.
We need to do something about this
because I am not sure what it's for, but
people are illegally dumping their trash
at these locations without fear of

consequences because there's no one
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monitoring these spots. I mean, who wants
to pass by a junkyard? Anyone? Thank you.

Occasionally, I have to come here by
AbleRide because it rains or snows. I was
wondering if I could be dropped off in
the back. I know it's for the staff, but
there is no safe spot to drop me off or
other disabled people to come here to
speak.

I'm also worried about what's going
on in this country due to the actions of
President Trump and the Republican/MAGA
Party. We need to come together this
Saturday to protest against the evils
caused by these people.

I look forward to the No Kings
Protest this Saturday in Mineola.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Susan
Steinmann?

MS. STEINMANN: Hi. My name is Susan
Steinmann. I wanted to respond to
something that was said by one of the
other speakers that the lowest community

in terms of demographic and statistical
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research that has crime are immigrant
communities. And yet, why do so many
people associate immigrants with
criminality? It's because if a lie is
told over and over and over again, it
will be believed. This is an old game. So
because of this and because of the plans
of division, in order to get elected,
which is why this was done, to turn one
part of our populace against the other
for crass political reasons, large
sections of our communities are being
hunted by bounty hunters. They're being
snatched. We have little children in
Dilley Detention Center, two of whom have
died already. Take a look. Go to your
internet and take a look at the faces of
these little children. These little
children were writing letters outside as
to what they were going through, and the
answer of the Homeland Security people
was to go into their cells, take their
crowns, take their pencils, take their

paper, rip their drawings off the walls
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so they could not communicate with
anybody.

I mean, this is not the America that
I grew up in at all. We know that our
history has some really terrible things
in it, regardless of the attempt to
whitewash our history into a fantasy land
that never existed. We know the history
of how the indigenous people were
treated. We know the history of slavery
and no amount of taking things out of the
Smithsonian Institute will erase that.
But we have to look at our history if we
want to do a better job being Americans.

I want to mention a poem at the base
of the Statue of Liberty. Give me your
tired, your poor, your huddled masses
yearning to breathe free, the wretched
refuse of your teeming shore. Send these,
the homeless tempest tossed to me. I 1lift
my lamp beside the golden door.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. Thank
you. Mary Ann Ojeda.

MS. OJEDA: Good afternoon. That's a
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tough act to follow. My name is Mary Anne
Ojeda. I'm the director of the Solidarity
Group. We're a nonprofit based out of
Freeport, New York.

To continue with today's theme for
Nassau County to continue being the
safest county in the United States, ICE
needs to stop. It needs to get out of
here. Harassing and using unlawful tax
tactics aimed towards the Latino
community. We are a tax paying community.
We are small business owners and the
immigrant workers that keeps everything
rolling.

Safe? Victim of domestic violence
cannot feel safe and is not safe. If he
or she cannot call the Police for fear of
being deported.

And I'm calling to all of you to
please get ICE out of our communities is
destroying our small business owners.
Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: All right.

This is Mother Marie Tatro.
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MS. TATRO: I'd like to use the first
few moments of my time to observe a brief
silence as we honor the life of Santos
Banegas-Reyes. I will then pray some
words from my tradition.

Into your hands, Oh, loving God, we
commend your servant Santos. Acknowledge,
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your
own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a
sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him
into the arms of your mercy, into the
blessed rest of everlasting peace, and
into the glorious company of the saints
in light.

Almighty God, father of mercies and
giver of comfort, deal graciously. We
pray with all who mourn, especially the
friends and loved ones of Santos. May
they feel your love, knowing that they
may cast all their care upon you, Oh,
God, and may they know the consolation of
your love.

And we pray for all who have died

while in the custody of the state, for
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their loved ones and for all the
disappeared. May they come to know that
your love and grace is far more powerful
than the Empire, and will outlast the
evil that is in our midst, and let all of
them know that they are not only loved by
you, God, but by us, their fellow
travelers in this life, and that we will
never stop fighting for their freedom and
their right to live in peace.

We commend to Almighty God our
brother Santos, earth to earth, ashes to
ashes, dust to dust. The Lord bless him
and keep him. The Lord make his face to
shine upon him and be gracious to him.
The Lord 1lift up his countenance upon
him, and give him peace.

And may we, the living, be to one
another a comfort in our afflictions, and
give each other the daily strength to
continue to do the work that you have
called us to do. Amen.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Chris

Jacobs?
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MR. JACOBS: Good afternoon. Chris
Jacobs. Our Nassau County roads are
plagued with potholes, which are creating
hazardous driving conditions for our
county's residents. County motorists have
had to swerve in and out of other lanes,
panic break and even backup traffic flow
just to avoid them.

First, I want to thank Legislator
Russell and Legislator Nicks for the
expeditious response times and fixing
road issues I have conveyed to them
regarding roadways within their
respective legislative districts. Thank
you.

I understand that our county roads,
along with most of the roadways
throughout New York State, are
experiencing higher than normal amounts
of potholes due to the high volume of
snow we received this winter. The melting
and refreezing of snow due to fluctuating
temperatures, as well as extending

periods of subfreezing temperatures. My
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point of contention is with the
inadequate repairs being done fixing the
potholes on our county roads, I travel
throughout the entirety of Nassau County
on a weekly basis. Often times I have
seen many potholes be filled in one day,
only to reopen themselves a few days
later. This is indicative of a
substandard road base as well as improper
road maintenance.

Another observation I witnessed is
that many potholes are filled, but not
compacted and leveled, leaving protruding
bumps in place of potholes, which are
just as dangerous for vehicles and
pedestrians.

Going forward, I hope the county as
a whole does a comprehensive look at the
structural integrity of our county roads.
Our county roads are heavily traveled by
well over 100,000 motor vehicles per day,
and are showing signs of wear and tear.
Road safety is paramount for the

residents of Nassau County and should be
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everyone's number one priority. Have a
great afternoon.
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Nadia

Molina.

MS. MOLINA: Good afternoon. I'm here

on behalf of NDLON, which is the National

Day Laborer Organizing Network.

We're here today also to remember
and demand justice for Santos
Banegas-Reyes. We stand with his family
in Honduras and in Kentucky, and his ten
year old daughter, Santos, lived and
worked in Hempstead as a day laborer and
construction worker. For day laborers,
every day is a risky endeavor, with the
possibility of getting a good job or a
dangerous one, or a Jjob where your
employer is going to steal your wages.
And meanwhile, day laborers are building
the economy like Santos did renovating
homes, repairing roofs, trimming trees
all over Long Island.

In Hempstead, a black and brown

community, ICE has been racially
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profiling, questioning and arresting
people on the street.

According to ICE's own report.
Santos was arrested there on September
17, 2025, and died in less than 24 hours
by 6:30 a.m. on September 18th. ICE
claims that this was due to alcohol
withdrawal, but if that is true, or if
that were true, there's no indication
that he was checked every hour as would
be done with somebody who is undergoing
alcohol withdrawal. It would be required.
It seems that Santos was denied needed
medical care, which is why we are
demanding the release of the Nassau
County Medical Examiner's report and the
New York State Attorney General's report.
ICE also said in their report that Santos
crossed the border multiple times as a
way of making him sound like a bad guy, I
think. But to me, this is an indication
of deep familial love and sacrifice.

I saw Father's Day graphic which

said my father would cross 100 borders to
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give me a better life, and I think that
Santos would have crossed the border 100
more times to protect his family, to
contribute to his family, to see his
family or to visit or to be with them. I
hope that each of us and each of you are
lucky enough to know someone like Santos,
someone who loves us enough to cross 100
or 1,000 borders for us. Just like Santos
loved his family.

We ask that you release the medical
examiner's report and end all collusion
with ICE. Protect your constituents.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Pearl
Jacobs?

MS. JACOBS: Pearl Jacobs, President
of Civic Association, Uniondale.

All too frequently, as I open the
morning paper, there are headlines
reporting on vehicle accidents the day
before, accidents that occurred
overnight. Sadly, many of these accidents
resulted in fatalities. As you are well

aware, accidents in Long Island are of
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high concern. So much so that Newsday is
doing a year long exposé on Long Island's
dangerous roadways. Newsday found that
traffic fatalities in Nassau County rose
from 67 in 2024 to at least 78 last year,
according to data from Newsday's Fatality
Tracker. Long Island has had a higher
traffic fatality rate than the state, in
part due to heavy reliance on cars. A
rise in aggressive driving and roadway
designs that put pedestrians and cyclists
at risk.

New York City recorded 205 traffic
fatalities in 2025, marking the lowest
number of traffic deaths since record
keeping began in 1910. This total
represents a 19% decrease from the 253
deaths recorded in 2024, continuing a
downward trend driven by Vision Zero
initiatives in New York City.

I attended both of Newsday's
Dangerous Drivers forums in Melville
Melville last year. Both forms were very

well attended by residents from Nassau
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County and Suffolk County. At these
meetings, residents spoke up concerning
the lack of action that is being
demonstrated by our lawmakers making
concerning Long Island's dangerous
roadways. At these meetings, it was
heartbreaking to listen to the stories
shared by families that have lost loved
ones as a result of reckless and drunk
driving.

I have spoken before this
legislative body twice before advocating
for safer roadways in Nassau County. I
spoke regarding the Vision Zero
initiative in New York City that has
proven to save lives. The data tells the
story. More people are losing their lives
to vehicle fatalities than to gun
violence.

Our law enforcement Officers are
losing their lives in record by reckless
and inebriated drivers. We are fortunate
to be protected by one of the best Police

Departments in the nation. We can all
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agree that our Police risk their lives
every day serving and protecting.
Residents of Nassau County Police have
families to go home to.

Also, it is unjust not to assist our
Police by utilizing technology that would
make their jobs safer and save lives as
well.

Legislator Nicks, thank you for
taking time to speak with me last week
concerning the speeding, reckless driving
and noise from the racing vehicles that
occur overnight on Jerusalem Avenue, a
roadway of death where camera technology
is desperately needed. And I would like
to thank state Assemblywoman Solages. She
has introduced a bill to designate the
Southern State Parkway, a highway safety
corridor, a concept used in other states
allowing for increased fines, more
patrolling, signage and speed cameras
which are otherwise allowed to --

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Meredith

Mereday.
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MS. MEREDAY: During my moment of
silence before the clock ticks for Robert
Mueller, who was a Bronze Star awardee
and a decorated veteran with a Purple
Heart.

I stand before you today beyond
disgusted. With regard to the conduct in
general and the fact that again, our
freedom of speech is continually
curtailed, particularly in this body. And
largely I feel it's directed at me. The
fact that I'm one of the few who attends
these meetings, whether it's the
committee meetings or it's the full
legislator meeting. And to now this vyear,
not be able to comment on issues that are
brought before this body except prior to
a public comment. It smacks in the face
of the precedents that were established
and the fact that we have an open
meetings law. How can the public be fully
advised to address the issues that we pay
$4.4 billion in taxes if we're not

allowed to get the information, but we

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

93 =——=1



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 03.23.2026

have to speak about it ahead of time?

I do have intuitive properties, but
not to the extent of how despicable some
of the decisions and the distribution of
our funds as addressed earlier today,
Opioid being one of them. I know on my
paper, so I'm not chastised about not
addressing the issue that was on the
agenda, the stop DWI fund, since Long
Island has the largest number of stop DWI
traffic ticket infractions, Suffolk
County only beats us with the number of
fatalities, but we have the largest
number. But we're funding a stop DWI
Program that when I was here two weeks
ago, when the funds were allocated, did
not know what department it was going to
because the public comment session was
before the actual hearing, not one of you
asked a question about where exactly
those stop DWI funds are going. Where's
the reporting? What is actually
happening? That's a disgrace.

Lastly, we pay more money in a $300
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million litigation unit that we pay for
veteran services, for minority affairs.
For social systems that are helping our
seniors, our veterans, our seniors and
our young people are the highest in the
suicide rates as we speak. This is
despicable. This is disgusting. And the
fact that you want to take your pictures
earlier and make sure you want to update
your websites to get reelected. At this
point, all of you should be voted out.
Those of you who say nothing and those of
you who don't have the capacity to do
anything. Now, I have to leave now and
get back to addressing the issues of
veterans who are losing their lives and
losing their homes, as well as losing
their health care and have to pay more
for prescription medication every week. I
am working with a critical care physician
in Queens to try to keep a senior citizen
from having to pay $1,400 to just have
diabetes his medication. I'm disgusted.

And I'm done.
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay.

concludes our public comment.

* Kk Kk kK
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Mr.
Pulitzer, would you please call the roll
for the Legislature?

CLERK PULITZER: Presiding Officer
Howard Kopel?

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Deputy Presiding
Officer Thomas McKevitt?

DEPUTY PRESIDING OFFICER MCKEVITT:
Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Alternate Deputy
Presiding Officer Michael Giangregorio.
LEGISLATOR GIANGREGORIO: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Minority Leader
Legislator Delia Deriggi-Whitton?

LEGISLATOR DERIGGI-WHITTON: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Deputy Minority
Leader Legislator Arnold Drucker?

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Alternate Deputy
Minority Legislator Debbie Mule?

LEGISLATOR MULE: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Scott

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516

97 =



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NC FULL LEGISLATURE 03.23.2026

Davis?

LEGISLATOR DAVIS: Present.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Viviana
Russell?

LEGISLATOR RUSSELL: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Carrie A.

Solages?

LEGISLATOR SOLAGES: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Patrick
Mullaney?

LEGISLATOR MULLANEY: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Olena
Nicks?

LEGISLATOR NICKS: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator John
Giuffre?

LEGISLATOR GIUFFRE: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Scott
Strauss?

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Present.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Mazi
Pilip?

LEGISLATOR PILIP: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Cynthia
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Nunez?

LEGISLATOR NUNEZ: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Kayla
Knight?

LEGISLATOR KNIGHT: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Rose
Marie Walker?

LEGISLATOR WALKER: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator Samantha
Goetz?

LEGISLATOR GOETZ: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: Legislator James
Kennedy?

LEGISLATOR KENNEDY: Here.

CLERK PULITZER: We have a quorum,
sir.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.

We have a number of items that have
gone through various committees which the
majority and minority have agreed that no
further debate or discussion is required.
I'm going to call them all together.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Presiding Officer?

Before we do that, can I Jjust because I'm
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not sure where else I can say this, so I
just want to ask a question, please?

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Ask a
question of whom?

LEGISLATOR MULE: Is there a
representative from the county executive
here?

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: I'm sorry.
What is it that you're?

LEGISLATOR MULE: We have asked on
the record for projections and real
numbers regarding the VSIP. And we
haven't gotten any of it. And so I'm
requesting, again, to know how many
people have left? How many people are
being on hold? And what the plan for
backfill is? Chris is not here.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: I assume
that the administration definitely has
represented here, and they've heard that.
And I guess you'll you'll take that back
and see what you can do.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Yeah. We need that

information. Thank you.
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Understood.

So I'm going to read these items out

in bulk.
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24;

Ordinance 9.

Ordinance 10.

Ordinance 11.

Ordinance 12.

Ordinance 13.

Ordinance 14.

Ordinance 15.

Ordinance 16.

Ordinance 17.

Ordinance 18.

Ordinance 19.

Resolution 19.

Resolution 20.

Resolution 21.

Resolution 22.

Resolution 23.

Resolution 24.

Resolution 25.

Resolution 26.

Resolution 27.
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Calendar 25; Resolution 28.

Calendar 26; Resolution 29.

Motion on all these items is made by
Deputy Presiding Officer McKevitt.
Seconded by Minority Leader
Deriggi-Whitton.

All those in favor of these items,
please say aye.

(Whereupon, all members

respond in favor.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Any
opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Those items

are unanimous.

* Kk kK K%k
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Now we
have two hearings on the calendar today.

First hearing is calendar Item 1,
which is Clerk Item 34-26, which is a
local law to establish a partial
exemption from taxation for the surviving
spouses of volunteer firefighters and
volunteer ambulance workers killed in the
line of duty.

Motion to open the hearing by Deputy
Presiding Officer McKevitt. Seconded by
Minority Leader Deriggi-Whitton.

All those in favor of opening the
hearing say aye.

(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: The hearing
is now open. Do we have anyone who wishes
to speak on this matter?

Legislator Strauss?

LEGISLATOR STRAUSS: Thank you,

Presiding Officer. This relief is for our
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volunteer firefighters and EMS workers
who are killed in the line of duty. I
hope you notice that one very important
word, 'volunteer'. Our communities are
predominantly protected by volunteer
firefighters. The men and women of our
volunteer fire departments and ambulance
companies go through a tremendous amount
of training year round, and they
literally risk their lives each and every
day for us. We've all seen the pictures
and the videos of horrific fires and
vehicle crashes. The brave men and women
in those pictures and videos are
volunteers. We watched as they fight
their way into a house or building that
is fully engulfed in fire, with
temperatures reaching 1,000 degrees or
more. They're volunteers. They don't
receive a paycheck, yet they risk their
lives for us for free, just as the
firefighters did from Uniondale Fire
Department who were recognized here

earlier this afternoon. This relief will
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honor their lives, their dedication,
their commitment, and their sacrifice.

Although this incredibly small
gesture will never make up for their
loss, it will make the lives of their
loved ones left behind a little easier.

As the an ex chief and still a very
active volunteer firefighter in my
community, I am extremely honored and
proud to support this piece of
legislation.

Thank you, Presiding Officer.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.
Is there anyone else? Minority leader?

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: Of
course, we fully support this, but there
were a couple technical questions that
we've already received in our Offices,
such as how to apply if there's a form,
and things like that.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Should
someone qualify?

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON:

Should someone qualify, like what steps
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should be taken and what if there's a
form that's already provided. I think
that we need to update the website with
this information, also. I guess the
administration's not here today, but we
could use some guidance about that.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Yes. T
think those are all interesting and valid
points. And once we pass this item, which
hopefully will right away, presumably the
administration will go ahead and address
those things.

Is there anyone here from
assessment? Mr. Ross?

MR. ROSS: Good afternoon, Daniel
Ross, Department of Assessment. In
relation to your questions, we are
awaiting guidance from New York State and
as soon as applications are available,
they will be updated on our website and
made available to the public. But right
now, we don't have anything from New York
State.

MINORITY LEADER DERIGGI-WHITTON: As
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always, we just ask that you keep us
advised, which sure would be nice. Thank
you.

MR. ROSS: You're welcome.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Any members
of the public wish to be heard on this
item?

(Whereupon, no response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay.
Deputy Presiding Officer McKevitt moves
to close the hearing. And Minority Leader
Deriggi-Whitton seconds the motion.

All those in favor of closing the
hearing say Aye.

(Whereupon, all members

respond in favor by saying

Aye.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: The hearing
is now closed.

Now, we're going to take a vote on
this item, which is calendar item three,

Clerk item 34 of '26.
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Once again, motion made by Deputy

McKevitt, seconded by Minority Leader

Deriggi-Whitton.

Aye.

item

TOP KEY COURT REPORTING, INC. (516) 414-3516 —=108 —I

All those in favor of this item say

(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor by saying
Aye.)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Opposed?
(Whereupon, no response.)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. The
passes unanimously.

Thank you, everyone.
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: We have
one another hearing, which is Calendar
Item 2, Clerk Item 44, which is to
prohibit the sale of nitrous oxide
whipped cream chargers in Nassau County,
except for businesses with appropriate
food sale permits or licenses.

Motion to open the hearing by Deputy
Presiding Officer McKevitt, seconded by
Minority Leader Deriggi-Whitton.

All those in favor of opening this
hearing say Aye.

(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: All right.
The hearing is now open.

We'll start out with a statement by
Legislator Walker.

LEGISLATOR WALKER: Thank vyou,
Presiding Officer. I had provided a
rather lengthy statement at committees

and will not take up a great deal of time
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here because we have a few speakers on
this item, but I did want to reiterate a
few points for the record. The motivation
for this proposed local law was the
result of a meeting that I had with
Central Nassau Guidance Center and the
mother of a young man, now passed, that
was able to obtain and abuse nitrous
oxide gas. The current New York state law
makes it illegal to use nitrous oxide gas
for the purposes of intoxication. State
law also prohibits its sale at retail to
the public and its use to limited
industrial, medical, and dental
applications. Nitrous oxide does have
another legitimate use that New York
State has recognized it is a culinary
use; whereby, the gas is used to create a
whipped cream. Recognizing that nitrous
oxide 1is used in this fashion, there is
an exception in state law that allows the
sale of nitrous oxide gas containers in
the form of whipped cream chargers.

As we discussed in committees, these
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pressurized containers can be sold to
anyone over the age of 21 and are being
sold in various flavors like cotton
candy, strawberry, mango, raspberry and
many others. Retailers are not even
required to check ID if the purchaser
looks over age 25.

In addition, nitrous oxide is also
being sold in larger volume containers
that far exceed what would reasonably be
used to make whipped cream. What really
got my attention is how and where these
items are being sold. In my own district,
these canisters, supposedly to be sold to
chefs, restaurants, and bakeries, are
used to make whipped cream, are being
sold at smoke shops. I am not a home
chef, but if I were, I would not be going
to a smoke shop to obtain ingredients.

The FDA has issued a public health
advisory warning about nitrous oxide
abuse, and specifically on whipped cream
chargers, and has been educating on the

potential negative health impacts that
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include abnormal blood counts, vitamin
B12 deficiency, loss of consciousness,
palpitations, psychiatric psychiatric
disturbances, including paranoia,
hallucinations, and depression. For some,
abuse can lead to prolonged neurological
effects, including spinal cord or brain
damage, even after stopping use. In some
cases, abuse will lead to death. We have
with us here today the mother of a young
man that unfortunately slipped into
addiction and nitrous oxide abuse. We
also have representatives of CNN guidance
who helped bring this problem to our
attention and for which we are grateful.

Thank you, Howard.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. Thank

you. Commissioner Gelman?

MS. GELMAN: Good afternoon,
Presiding Officer, and members of the
legislature. I am here today in my
capacity as Commissioner of Health to
address a matter of significant public

health concern, the unregulated sale of
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nitrous oxide canisters within Nassau
County. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak before you here today.

Nassau County Department of Health
primary mandate is to protect the health
and well-being of nearly 1.4 million of
our residents. With that said, the Nassau
County Department of Health strongly
supports this proposed legislation, which
takes a targeted and practical approach
to limiting access to nitrous oxide
canisters. While nitrous oxide has
legitimate uses, as you've heard
Legislator Walker mentioned, including
food preparation, this law appropriately
restricts sales to businesses that hold
valid food sale permits, helping ensure
these products are used as intended and
not diverted for misuse.

Nitrous oxide N20, commonly known as
laughing gas, 1is a dissociative
anesthetic widely used in medical and
dental applications for sedation and pain

relief. It is legally used in industrial
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settings primarily as an aerosol
propellant for food products such as
whipped cream. However, when inhaled
recreationally, a practice known as
huffing or whippets, it displaces oxygen
in the lungs and bloodstream and may lead
to severe complications and even death.
The high is intense, nearly
instantaneous, and dangerously brief,
which can lead individuals to repeatedly
inhale the gas in a short period of time,
increasing the risk of rapid oxygen
depletion and serious harm.
The misuse of nitrous oxide presents
serious and well-documented health risks.
Sudden displacement of oxygen can cause
immediate loss of consciousness,
seizures, and fatal cardiac arrhythmia
even in first time users. Repeated use
has been associated with significant
neurological damage, including nerve
injury and long term impairment.

As outlined in the legislation,

these health impacts are not theoretical.
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They are already being observed and are
growing concern, particularly among
adolescents and young adults.

In recent years, we have also seen a
shift from traditional small chargers, as
was mentioned, about eight grams or so,
to larger canisters about 40 times the
usual culinary application size, further
increasing concern around accessibility
and misuse. This legislation closes a
critical gap by focusing on point of sale
and purchaser eligibility, by requiring
verification of a valid food sale permit
prior to purchase. It ensures that
nitrous oxide canisters are not sold in
settings or to individuals where there is
no legitimate purpose.

The Nassau County Department of
Health fully supports this measure as a
meaningful step to protect the health and
safety of Nassau County residents. Thank
you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.

Let's see. We have two members of the
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public, Jeffrey Friedman.

MR. FREIDMAN: Good afternoon, and
thank you for the opportunity to speak
with you. My name is Jeffrey Friedman,
CEO of CN Guidance and Counseling
services, a behavioral health provider
serving individuals and families across
Nassau County.

We strongly support Local Law 4426,
the Nitrous Oxide Consumer Protection
Act. I'm not going to repeat some of the
things that we've heard already, but this
Consumer Protection Act closes the
loopholes that allows easy casual access
and gives the county stronger enforcement
tools so retailers are held accountable
when products are diverted for misuse. At
CN guidance, we see this issue not as an
abstract policy problem, but as a problem
that's ravaging our young adults, our
clinicians, crisis team, and emergency
partners are increasingly encountering
individuals who present in acute

psychotic states or medical crises using
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nitrous oxide products, products that
were never intended for inhalation. These
are not recreational side effects. They
are neurological symptoms, loss of
consciousness, severe anxiety, paranoia,
cognitive impairment, and they place
people and families in immediate danger.
The consequences of misuse are not
theoretical. Symptoms can mimic
psychosis, intense depression, or worsen
existing mental health conditions, often
making nitric oxide use go undetected. It
makes stabilization harder and recovery
longer. Families are frightened.
Emergency services are strained, and
clinicians are forced to respond after
harm has already occurred.

Local Law 4426 addresses the problem
of ease of access by ensuring they are
sold only to legitimate permitted food
businesses. Fewer people reach crisis
means, fewer emergency interventions,
fewer hospitalizations and fewer long

term neurologic and psychiatric
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consequences. The legislation this
legislation will directly affect hundreds
of lives throughout Nassau County, not
the ones that who might just misuse the
products, but the parents, siblings, and
caregivers who end up navigating a crisis
that could be prevented.

We commend Legislative Walker and
the co-sponsors for acting decisively and
responsibly. This bill will save lives,
reduce suffering and make Nassau County
safer and healthier for everyone. Thank
you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.

Hayley Brown?

MS. BROWN: Good afternoon, and thank
you for allowing me to speak today about
the dangers of nitrous oxide and to share
my story of my son, Nima.

Nima was a wonderful soul, athletic,
artistic, and full of kindness. His
struggle with addiction began at age 14,
starting with marijuana and progressed to

harder substances. For years, he fought
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to get well, going in and out of rehab.
But in March of 2024, I finally saw a
change in him. He was holding a job and
starting small aquarium business, and he
was going to his meeting and heading
towards sobriety. But sometime between
spring and early fall of 2024, Nima
discovered nitrous oxide. It's often
referred to as sober drug because it
doesn't show up in any of the drug
panels. In October 2024, Nima's behavior
changed rapidly. He became moody, then
deeply depressed, even while taking his
medication responsibly. He grew confused,
emotional and increasingly disconnected
from reality. He told me more than once
that life felt too overwhelming because
his drug tests were clean. We had no idea
Nitrous Oxide was harming him.

Physical symptoms soon followed sore
throat, headaches, nausea, vomiting,
numbness in hands and feet, and complete
loss of appetite. His condition worsened

into hallucinations and severe cognitive
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decline. He began sharing stories that
never happened. Lost his sense of time
and place, and argued with therapists
that he cared for deeply. His skin grew
pale, his hands and feet were ice cold,
and he stopped showering and changing his
clothes. Eventually, he couldn't respond
to even simple questions. Nitrous oxide
depletes the body from vitamin B1l2 and
oxygen, causing nerve damage and
dangerous blood clots. This damage
progresses quickly and can be fatal.

On November 29, 2024, Nima lost that
battle. He died in his car right in front
of the smoke shop where he had purchased
the gas. He was just 34 years old. The
canisters were still beside him in the
car.

No parents should ever have to
experience that heartbreak. My mission
now is to make sure Nima's story protects
others. To ensure that his life, his
struggle, lead to greater awareness and

stronger safeguards around nitrous oxide.
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By placing reasonable limits on sale and
use, we can prevent more families from
suffering the same tragedy.

Thank you again for taking up this
important legislation and for listening
to Nima's story.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Condolences
from all of us here, certainly. And we
admire you stepping forward, it must be
very difficult for you to come forward
and talk about this. And we're going to
do what we can. Thank you.

MS. BROWN: Thank you very much.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Any other
members of the public? Legislator Mulé.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Yeah. Thank vyou,
Presiding Officer.

During this discussion, I decided to
see if this was available easily, like
through Amazon. And sure enough, it is.
So how do we stop that? How do we stop
people from being able to purchase it?

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: You can't

stop it even if it's coming from Queens
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or from --

LEGISLATOR MULE: I understand that.
Is this just to stop --

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: We do what
we can.

LEGISLATOR MULE: Point of sale?

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: In other
words, we're limited. I mean, there are
many things like that. I've spoken about
it in our caucus. We have firecrackers,
illegal. They've been illegal forever.
You know any kids who can't get any?

LEGISLATOR MULE: Yeah. No, this is
not a criticism. It was a question. I was
wondering i1if this might address that in
some way.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Wish it
could. It's something that perhaps we,
everyone, should lobby the state and
federal government to regulate that.
That's where it needs to be done.

Okay. Any further debate or
discussion?

LEGISLATOR WALKER: I just wanted to
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thank Dr. Freidman and Nima's mom for
coming here today. And thank you for all
you're doing to the other legislators. If
you have the opportunity, reach out to
Dr. Friedman and go see the Central
Nassau Crisis Center. It is totally
unbelievable. Legislator Drucker could
tell you.

LEGISLATOR DRUCKER: I will echo
Legislator Walker's comments. Jeff
Friedman, you do such an amazing job
there. It's the gold standard of
treatment and recovery. And all of us
here in the Legislature are so supportive
of everything CN and Guidance does, and
we'll continue to be that way.

LEGISLATOR WALKER: Thank you.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Legislator
Pilip?

LEGISLATOR PILIP: Thank you,
Presiding Officer. All the people who's
involved are really trying to help our
community. Thank you. And especially

thank you for Nima's mom. It's
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heartbreaking to hear your story, your
son's story. I mean, all of us feel the
pain. And I wish Jjust to relate to
legislator i1if it was dependent on us, we
should stop any kind of drugs in our
country. Any type of drugs, including
marijuana and all this nonsense garbage
that we are selling in our state and
killing our children. I wish we can have
a power together. We'll do something to
stop this.

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Thank you.
Legislator Pilip.

A motion to close the hearing, made
by Deputy Presiding Officer McKevitt.
Seconded by Minority Leader
Deriggi-Whitton.

All in favor of closing the hearing
say Aye.

(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Opposed?

(Whereupon, no response.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: The hearing
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is closed now on the item itself.

Calendar item for clerk item 44,
motion by Deputy Presiding Officer
McKevitt, seconded by Minority Leader
Deriggi-Whitton.

All those in favor of all those in
favor of this item say Aye.

(Whereupon, all members
respond in favor.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Opposed?

(Whereupon, no one responded.)

PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: Okay. That
item passes unanimously.

Thank you.

Now there is no further business. We
are done.

Motion to adjourn made by Deputy
Presiding Officer McKevitt. Seconded by
Minority Leader Deriggi-Whitton.

All those in favor of adjourning say
Aye.

(Whereupon, all members

respond in favor.)
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PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL:
Opposed?
(Whereupon, no response.)
PRESIDING OFFICER KOPEL: We are
adjourned.

Thank you, everyone.

(Whereupon, above matter concludes.)
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CERTTIFICATE

STATE OF NEW YORK )
SS.:

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, ALEXA LORENZO, a Notary Public
for and within the State of New York, do
hereby certify:

That the above is a correct
transcription of my stenographic notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

set my hand this 23rd day of March 2026.

Alexa | orenzo

Alexa Lorenzo
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