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Mangano Recognizes Korean-American Community for Dedication of New 

“Comfort Women” Memorial
Mineola, NY – Nassau County Executive Edward P. Mangano today recognized the Korean-American community for dedicating a new monument that recognizes those who have become known to the world as “Comfort Women.”  The memorial, donated by the Korean-American Public Affairs Committee (KAPAC), pays tribute to 200,000 Asian women and girls who were abducted by the armed forces of the government of Imperial Japan from the 1930’s until 1945.  KAPAC, represented by President and CEO David Chulwoo Lee, collected $5,000 to erect the memorial.
“I commended KAPAC for their ongoing efforts to ensure that this period in time is never forgotten.  This sensitive time in history has – for too long – been secreted and shrouded without any public recognition that these events occurred.  This monument will stand here for all to see and to acknowledge that these women and girls suffered terrible indignities,” stated County Executive Mangano.
The monument sits 2.6 feet in height, 3 feet in width, and 8 inches thick.  It stands on a base that is one foot in thickness and 3.6 feet wide. Original artwork, created by a professor in Korean, will be imprinted on the monument along with the inscription: “In remembrance of the more than 200,000 women and girls who were abducted for the use of sexual slavery by the armed forces of the government of Imperial Japan (1930’s-1945) known to the world as ‘Comfort Women,’ they suffered heinous crimes against humanity that must not go unrecognized. The grave violations of human dignity they endured will not be forgotten.”
In 2007, the United States House of Representatives adopted HR 121 which holds Imperial Japan accountable for sexual enslavement of women during its colonial occupation of Asia in the past century.  It urges the government of Japan to admit to their role in the events, apologize to the women and girls, to compensate those who have not passed away and to educate their children about the events. 
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