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  6 Full Legislature – 8-15-16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Even  though we ' re  2 

reconven ing  f rom Augus t  1 ,  i t  wou ld  be  n ice  to  3 

ca l l  t he  ro l l .  4 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Thank you.   5 

 Depu ty  P res id ing  O f f i cer  R icha rd  6 

N ico le l l o?  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Here .  8 

 CLERK PULITZER:    A l te rna te  Depu ty  9 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Howard  Kope l?  10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Here .  11 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  S ie la  Bynoe?  12 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Here .  13 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  Car r i e  14 

So lages?  15 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Here .  16 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  Den ise  Fo rd?  17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Here .  18 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  Lau ra  19 

Cur ran?  20 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:    P resent .  21 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  C .  Wi l l iam 22 

Gay lor ,  I I I .  23 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:    P resent .  24 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  V incent  25 
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  7 Full Legislature – 8-15-16 

Muscare l la?  2 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Here .  3 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  E l l en  4 

B i rnbaum? 5 

 LEGISLATOR B IRNBAUM:    Here .  6 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  De l ia  7 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton?  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Here .  9 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  James  10 

Kennedy?  11 

 LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:    Here .  12 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  Lau ra  13 

Scha fe r?  14 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:    Here .  15 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  Denn is  16 

Dunne,  S r .?   Absen t .  17 

 Leg is la to r  Jud i th  Jacobs?  18 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Here .  19 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  Rose Mar ie  20 

Wa lker?  21 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Here .  22 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  Dona ld  23 

MacKenz ie?  24 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    He re .  25 
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 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  S teven 2 

Rhoads?  3 

 LEGISLATOR RHOADS:    P resent .  4 

 CLERK PULITZER:    M ino r i ty  Leader  Kevan 5 

Abrahams?  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     He re .  7 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Pres id ing  O f f i ce r  Norma 8 

Gonsa lves?  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Presen t .  10 

 CLERK PULITZER:    We have a  quorum.  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you ve ry  12 

much .  13 

 F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  we  w i l l  beg in  w i th  a  14 

p rocedura l  reso lu t ion .   Th is  i s  someth ing  t ha t  15 

has  been  done  du r ing  the  h is to ry  o f  th is  bo dy .   16 

I t  has  to  do  w i th  a  p roposa l  f o r  t he  cemete ry  in  17 

O ld  Westbu ry .   I n  o rde r  fo r  us  to  have  a  he ar ing  18 

down  the  road ,  i n  Oc tober ,  we  need  to  pu t  t he  19 

i t em on the  reco rd .  20 

 Would  you ca l l  t he  p rocedura l  reso lu t i on ,  21 

p lease?  22 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Yes ,  ma 'am.  23 

 P rocedura l  Reso lu t ion  21 -2016  is  a  24 

reso lu t i on  d i rec t i ng  the  C le rk  o f  the  Leg is la tu re  25 
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to  pub l i sh  a  no t ice  o f  hea r ing  on  the  app l i ca t ion  2 

by  the  Roman Ca tho l i c  D iocese  o f  Rockv i l le  3 

Cent re ,  New York ,  Queen o f  Peace  Cemetery  t o  be  4 

he ld  on  Oc tober  19 ,  2016 .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mo t ion ,  p lease?  6 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:    So moved.  7 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  9 

Leg is la to r  Schae fe r ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  10 

Wa lker .  11 

 Any  ques t ions  rega rd ing  tha t  p rocedura l  12 

reso lu t i on?  I t ' s  rea l l y  a  fo rma l i t y ,  as  I  j us t  13 

sa id ,  in  o rde r  fo r  us  to  ho ld  a  pub l ic  hear ing  14 

down  the  road .  15 

 I f  t he re  a re  no  o the r  ques t i ons  or  16 

concerns  rega rd ing  the  p rocedura l  reso lu t io n ,  17 

then  I  w i l l  ask  fo r  a  vo te .  18 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  procedura l  19 

reso lu t i on  rega rd ing  the  cemetery  in  O ld  We s tbury  20 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  21 

 (Aye . )  22 

 Any  opposed?  23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 The procedura l  reso lu t ion  passes .  25 
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 Now we  can  p roceed  to  -  there  were  i tems  2 

-  I  know tha t  t here  are  sever a l  peop le  who a re  3 

he re  -  f o r  t he  G len  Cove  i tem .   However ,  we  d id  4 

pu t  fo r th  two  i t ems in  Ru les .  5 

 The fo l l ow ing  i t ems were  vo i ced in  the  6 

Ru les  Commi t tee .   I  w i l l  beg in  w i th  I t em 37 ,  a  7 

reso lu t i on  dec la r i ng  a  cap i ta l  budge t  emerg ency  8 

pu rsuant  to  §310(D)  o f  t he  County  Governmen t  Law 9 

o f  Nassau County .  10 

 Mo t ion ,  p lease?  11 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:     So  move d .  12 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:    Second .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  14 

Leg is la to r  Wa lke r ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  15 

Schaefer .  16 

 Any  ques t ions  o r  comments?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 Aga in ,  I  be l i eve  tha t  there  were  comments  19 

i n  the  Ru les  Commi t tee .   F rank ,  p lease  20 

inco rpora te  them in to  th is  Fu l l  Leg is la t i ve  21 

meet ing .  22 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  are  the  minu tes  23 

o f  t he  Augus t  15 ,  2016 ,  Ru les  Commi t tee  mee t ing  24 

pe r ta in ing  to  C lerk  I t em 140- 16. )  25 
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 I t em 306-2016 i s  a  reso lu t ion  dec la r ing  a  2 

cap i ta l  budge t  emergency  pursuan t  to  §310(D )  o f  3 

the  Coun ty  Governmen t  Law o f  Nassau Coun ty .  4 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    So  moved .  5 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  6 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  7 

MacKenz ie ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Kope l .  8 

 Aga in ,  t h i s  reso lu t i on  and  the  word ing  o f  9 

th is  reso lu t i on  is  t he  i ssue  tha t  the  count y  10 

a t to rney  mus t  address .   Ra the r  than ho ld  th e  11 

p roceed ings  up  any  l onger ,  we ' l l  j us t  move t h i s  12 

a long and have tha t  addressed  a t  t he  t ime o f  t he  13 

Fu l l  Leg is la tu re .   The  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  mee ts  14 

th is  a f te rnoon.  15 

 Any  comment?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 Any  d i scuss ion?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 A l l  in  f avor  s ign i fy  by  say in g  aye .  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 Those opposed? 24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  12 Full Legislature – 8-15-16 

 I t  car r i es  unan imous ly .  2 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  3 

cont inua t ion  o f  the  minu tes  o f  t he  Augus t  1 5 ,  4 

2016 ,  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  mee t ing . )  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  o the r  6 

ques t i ons  or  comments  o the r  t han  wha t  were  r a i sed 7 

i n  the  commi t tee?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 There  be ing  none ;  a l l  those in  favor  o f  12 

Reso lu t i on  37  s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  13 

 MR.  BECKER:    Madam Cha i r ,  we  have  L isa  14 

Locu r to  he re  to  answer  you r  q ues t i ons  regard ing  15 

the  -  I  th ink  the  ques t ion  was  about  vo tes  16 

necessary  to  move th is  fo rward .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I s  L i sa  he re?  18 

We ' re  wa i t ing  fo r  tes t imony.  19 

 MR.  BECKER:    I  apo log ize ,  Madam Cha i r .   20 

One moment .  21 

 Madam Cha i r ,  cou ld  you  move on to  22 

someth ing  e l se  tempora r i l y?   L isa  is  - -  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  24 

fo r  a  mo t ion  to  tab le .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  3 

Leg is la to r  Wa lke r ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Fo rd .  4 

 MR.  BECKER:    We can  b r ing  tha t  up  l a te r  5 

on?  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes .  7 

 MR.  BECKER:    Thank you.  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I t  was  seconded 9 

by  Leg is la to r  N ico le l l o .  10 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  tab l ing  I t em 37 11 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  12 

 (Aye . )  13 

 Any  opposed?  14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   15 

 The i t em i s  tab led .  16 

 I 'm go ing  to  be l ieve  a t  th is  po in t  i n  17 

t ime  I  may  move  a long and jus t  do  -  go  back  to  18 

the  i t em tha t  we  had  convened  th is  body  fo r  19 

August  1 .   I  know there  were  severa l  peop le  who 20 

spoke a t  t he  Augus t  1  meet ing  and have  pu t  i n  21 

s l ips  aga in  today .   I 'm go ing  to  ask  you  ve ry  22 

n i ce ly ,  okay ,  we  heard  you  once,  we w i l l  be  23 

w i l l ing  to  hear  you aga in .  Th is  t ime  you  ad here  24 

to  the  th ree  minute  ru le ,  and  i f  you ' re  no t ,  t hen 25 
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we ' re  go ing  to  have to  ask  you  to  s tep  down  and 2 

come back  a f te r  everybody e l se  has  had  an  3 

oppor tun i t y .  4 

 A t  t he  Augus t  1  meet ing  there  were  -  5 

there  was a  mot ion  to  tab le  I t em 120  o r  I te m 17 6 

on  the  ca lendar ,  and  the  reso lu t ion  was pur suant  7 

to  New York  Genera l  Mun ic ipa l  Law wi th  resp ec t  t o  8 

the  Garv ies  Po in t  p ro jec t  in  G len  Cove ,  New York .  9 

 I  need  a  mot ion  to  un tab le  I t em 17 .  10 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:    So moved .  11 

 LEGISLATOR RHOADS:    Second.  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  13 

Leg is la to r  Gay lo r ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  R hoads .  14 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  un tab l i ng  I t em 17 15 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  16 

 (Aye . )  17 

 Any  opposed?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )  19 

  The i t em i s  now un tab led .   Here  we  a re .  20 

 I  don ' t  know exac t ly  who  i s  he re  to  21 

tes t i f y  on  beha l f  o f  t he  p ro jec t  and  a lso  o n  22 

beha l f  o f  the  C i ty  o f  G len  Cove.   I  had sev e ra l  23 

peop le  who  spoke  a t  the  las t  mee t ing  who  we re  24 

members  o f  t he  genera l  pub l i c .   I f  t he  Mayo r  i s  25 
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he re  to  speak ,  I  t h ink ,  Mr .  Becker ,  p lease 2 

a r range fo r  t hose who are  f rom the  deve lopm ent  3 

and f rom the  C i t y  who are  go ing  to  be  he re  to  4 

speak.  5 

 MR.  BECKER:    Thank you,  Madam Cha i r .   6 

The key  ques t ion  I  t h ink  be fo re  the  Leg is la tu re  7 

the  las t  go  a round  was  the  pe rcentage tha t  t he  8 

coun ty  wou ld  be  sacr i f i c ing  to  a l l ow  th i s  p ro jec t  9 

to  move fo rward .   There  were  ques t ions  as  t o  the  10 

pe rcen tage .   The  las t  t ime ,  you may reca l l ,  the  11 

assessor 's  o f f i ce  was no t  asked to  be  he re  and  12 

was unava i lab le  to  g ive  any  tes t imony becau se 13 

they  hadn ' t  done  any  ana lys i s .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    R igh t .  15 

 MR.  BECKER:    S ince  then ,  the  assessor 's  16 

o f f i ce  has  done  an  ana lys i s  o f  t he  p ro jec t  and  i s  17 

capab le  now o f  answer ing  you r  ques t i ons ,  an y  18 

ques t ions  by  th i s  body .   I  have Steve he re ,  19 

Cor tez ,  f rom the  assesso r ' s  o f f i ce .  20 

 I  be l i eve  you  a l l  rece ived  a  l e t te r ,  a  21 

p r imary  le t te r ,  I  th ink  there  was some back up to  22 

i t .   He is  he re  to  tes t i f y  an d  to  answer  23 

ques t ions  regard ing  the  le t te r  t ha t  you rec e ived  24 

ea r l ie r  on  and any  o ther  ques t ions  you  may have 25 
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in  regards  to  the  ques t ion  tha t  was posed a nd was 2 

a  concern .  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Ho ld  on .   H is  4 

be ing  he re  a t  t he  presen t  t ime  i s  in  keep ing  w i th  5 

a  number  o f  t he  leg i s la to rs  who had express ed 6 

more  i n fo rma t ion  regard ing  the  i ssue .  7 

 Leg is la to r  Bynoe ,  Leg is la to r  Cur ran ,  8 

Leg is la to r  So lages  and  eve rybody  e lse  who w as 9 

i n te res ted  i n  hear ing  the  in fo rmat ion  tha t  was  10 

no t  fo r thcoming  on  the  f i r s t ,  p r imar i l y  beca use 11 

o f  t he  l a teness  o f  t he  hour  and,  o f  course ,  the  12 

i n ten t ion  o f  the  en t i re  p iece  o f  l eg is la t io n  tha t  13 

i s  be fore  us ,  I  thank  you fo r  mak ing  sure  t ha t  14 

somebody  i s  here  today  to  add ress  tha t  ma jo r  15 

concern  tha t  we  have .   Mr .  Cor tez ,  you ' re  o n .  16 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  Madam -  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Te l l  us  abou t  18 

what  you  found.  19 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    I 'm so r ry?  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Te l l  us  abou t  21 

what  you  found.   Go ahead.   Te l l  us  what  yo u  have 22 

to  say .  23 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Bas ica l l y ,  wha t  I  wou ld  24 

l i ke  to  s ta r t  ou t  w i th  i s  to  k ind  o f  cor rec t  wha t  25 
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fo rmer -Leg is la to r  Becker  sa id  o r  j us t  mod i f y  tha t  2 

a  l i t t le  b i t  so  there  is  no  m isunders tand in gs .  3 

 The Depar tmen t  o f  Assessment  d id  no t  4 

conduc t  a  tho rough  ana lys i s  o f  t h i s  p ro jec t ,  I  5 

j us t  wan t  tha t  unders tood.   We d id  someth ing  6 

ve ry ,  ve ry  cu rso ry ,  someth ing  las t  m inu te  b ecause 7 

we  were  g i ven  a  coup le  o f  days  to  rev iew  th i s  8 

p ro jec t ,  a  p ro jec t  t ha t  i s  ve ry  in tense and  ve ry  9 

s i zeab le  fo r  th i s  coun ty .  10 

 What  you  have  in  tha t  le t te r  was  the  11 

i n ten t  f o r  us  to  te l l  you  tha t  bas ica l l y  the  bes t  12 

we  cou ld  do  w i th  th i s  in  the  t ime a l lo t ted  was  to  13 

read  the  repo r t ,  l ook  a t  i t ,  and  ana lyze  th e  14 

me thodo logy  and  some o f  the  da ta  tha t  was i n  tha t  15 

repo r t ,  wh ich  i s  bas ica l l y  wha t  we 've  done.  16 

 We do ag ree,  fo r  t he  record ,  w i th  the  17 

me thodo logy  tha t  was  used.   We do unders tand  tha t  18 

the  C i ty  o f  G len  Cove is  a  homes tead  c i t y ,  where  19 

Nassau  County  i s  a  spec ia l  d i s t r i c t ;  so  the re  are  20 

d i f f e rences  the re  in  the  methodo logy .   We r ea l i ze  21 

tha t  t hey  took  tha t  in to  cons ide ra t i on  when  they  22 

d id  the i r  ana lys is .  23 

 We d id  do  a  cursory  rev iew  o f  some o f  the  24 

da ta  i n  the  repo r t  concern ing  the  res ident i a l  and 25 
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ren ta l  ren ts  and  expense  in fo rma t ion  tha t  w as 2 

used .   We found  i t  t o  be  w i th in  marke t  para meters  3 

tha t  we genera l l y  use  and tha t  we accumu la t e  f rom 4 

ou r  AS IE  f ind ings .   The bes t  we were  ab le  to  do  5 

was tha t  and  to  a t  l eas t  ensu re  tha t  wha t  S ES d id  6 

was cons is ten t  w i th  what  we do  in  Nassau  Co unty .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  ques t ions  o f  8 

Mr .  Cor tez?   Yes .   Leg is la to r  DeRigg i -Wh i t t on ,  9 

a re  you go ing  to  ask  a  ques t ion  -  yes ,  no?  No t  10 

ready .   Leg is la to r  Cur ran .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    A l l  se t .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You have  to  13 

unders tand  someth ing .   We are  he re  today  to  14 

de te rm ine the  impact  on  th is  county .   The i mpact  15 

on  the  C i t y  o f  G len  Cove  i s  the  concern  o f  t he  16 

mayor  o f  G len  Cove  and  those  who  a re  i nvo lv ed in  17 

th is  p ro jec t .   So  we  a re  rea l l y  concerned a bou t ,  18 

Mr .  Cor tez ,  wha t  th i s  impact  wou ld  be  on  Na ssau 19 

Coun ty  as  a  who le .   Cor rec t?  20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Cor rec t .  21 

 I  sen t  a  cor respondence to  Mr .  Dav is  on  22 

August  12 .   Do you  happen to  know any th ing  about  23 

the  co r respondence  we sent  and  why  we d idn ' t  ge t  24 

a  response?  25 
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 MR.  CORTEZ:    I  was  no t  in  the  o f f i ce  on  2 

F r iday  so  I  d idn ' t  ge t  a  chance to  read tha t  o r  3 

go  th rough  i t .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    When  the  5 

cu rsory  rev iew o f  th is  de term ined tha t  seve n  6 

pe rcen t  was the  co r rec t  number ,  my  cor respo ndence 7 

bas i ca l l y  asks  how you  go t  t o  tha t  number ,  l i ke  8 

some t ype o f  fo rmu la ,  a  copy  o f  how you cam e up 9 

w i th  tha t .  10 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Bas ica l l y ,  wha t  was done  11 

there  -  aga in ,  i t  was  a  ve ry ,  ve ry  c rude  12 

me thodo logy .   I  can ' t  say  tha t  enough becau se 13 

there  was no  t ime to  do  th is .   The  SVS repo r t  14 

took  mon ths  to  p roduce .   We were  asked  to  d o  th i s  15 

i n  a  coup le  o f  days .   I  can ' t  emphas ize  tha t  16 

enough  to  you .    17 

 I 'm so r ry .   I  know tha t ' s  no t  the  answer  18 

you ' re  l ook ing  fo r  -  19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No .  20 

 MR.  CORTEZ:   bu t  t ha t ' s  the  rea l i t y  o f  21 

i t .  22 

 Bas ica l l y ,  what  we  d id  was ,  aga in ,  23 

checked the  methodo logy ,  used  ou r  f i gu res .   We 24 

came to  7 .7  th rough accoun t ing  measures .   T hat  25 
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was the  bes t  we  cou ld  do ,  f i gu r ing  i t  leads  us  i n  2 

some d i rec t i on .   3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    There ' s  a  4 

b ig  d i sc repancy ,  depend ing  on  what  percenta ge we  5 

depend  on you  to  g ive  us .  6 

 MR.  CORTEZ:   I  unders tand tha t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    The 8 

d i f f e rence  jus t  f rom -  Leg is la to r  Laura  Cur ran  9 

asked las t  t ime ,  the  d i f fe rence f rom the  15  10 

pe rcen t ,  wh ich  our  i ndependen t  f inanc ia l  o f f i ce  11 

though t  migh t  be  appropr ia te ,  down  to  the  s even 12 

pe rcen t ,  wh ich  i s  where  we  a re  s ta r t ing  f ro m,  was 13 

15  m i l l i on  i n  i t se l f ,  wh ich  i s  a  l o t  o f  mon ey to  14 

a  coun ty  tha t  has  no  money .  15 

 I  don ’ t  know how anyone can vo te  on  th is ,  16 

to  be  honest .   I ' ve  sa id  i t  be fo re  -  and  17 

obv ious l y  I  am f rom Glen  Cove ,  bu t  I  a lso  18 

represen t  the  Nassau  County  taxpayers .   We ' re  19 

ta lk ing  abou t  a  30  yea r  commi tment  and  we d on ' t  20 

know how much  i t ' s  go ing  to  cos t .   As  much as  21 

everyone  m igh t  be  in  favor  o f  see ing  a  p ro j ec t  go  22 

fo rward ,  I  t h ink  we need  to  do  our  due  d i l i gence  23 

as  rep resenta t i ves  o f  Nassau  County  and a t  l eas t  24 

tab le  th is  a t  t h is  po in t .  25 
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 MR.  BECKER:    Madam Cha i r ,  I 'm  no t  sure  2 

tha t  t h i s  le t te r  t ha t  was wr i t ten  by  our  3 

assessor ,  J im  Dav is ,  t ha t  was  sent  t o  you a nd I  4 

be l i eve  to  everyone by  e -mai l .   F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I ' d  5 

l i ke  to  en te r  t h is  i n to  the  reco rd ,  th is  le t te r .   6 

I 'm no t  su re  tha t  i t  eve r  was .   Wi thou t  rea d ing  7 

the  en t i re  l e t te r ,  I ' d  j us t  l i ke  to  read  th e  l as t  8 

pa ragraph to  eve ryone.  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Go  r i gh t  ahead .  10 

 MR.  BECKER:    Th is  i s  f rom ou r  assesso r .  11 

 I t  says ,  Hav ing  rev iewed  th i s  da ta ,  as  12 

no ted  prev ious l y ,  we  have conc luded tha t  th e  13 

coun ty 's  percen tage o f  t ax  rece ip ts  to  be  7 .7  14 

pe rcen t ,  wh ich  i s  jus t  s l i gh t l y  h igher  than  the  15 

6 .7  pe rcen t  f ound by  Mr .  Cama lere  (phone t ic ) .   We 16 

a t t r ibu te  to  th i s  s l igh t  var iance in  our  f i nd ings  17 

to  the  l ack  o f  t ime DOA had to  conduct  i t s  18 

ana lys is ,  a long  w i th  Mr .  Cama lere ' s  ex tens i ve  19 

research  and  repor t i ng  o f  income and  expens e  20 

da ta .  21 

 I ' d  jus t  l i ke  to  no te  tha t  t he  SVS repor t  22 

i s  l i ke  th is  b ig .   I  t h ink  th e  l eg is la tu re  h as  23 

seen  cop ies  o f  t ha t .   I t ' s  p re t t y  ex tens ive .  24 

 I t  con t i nues ,  we  a re  o f  the  be l i e f  t ha t  25 
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ou r  s l igh t  va r iance is  we l l  w i th in  a  marg in  o f  2 

e r ro r  such  an  ex tens ive  ana lys is  and  p ro jec t  o f  3 

th is  s ize  and  dens i t y ,  wh ich  wou ld  appear  t o  4 

suppor t  Mr .  Cama le re 's  conc lu s ions .  5 

 Th is  i s  f rom the  assesso r  h imse l f .   I  6 

j us t  wou ld  l i ke  to  en ter  t h i s  in to  the  reco rd .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  8 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    F ran ,  i s  10 

tha t  l e t te r  s igned?  11 

 MR.  BECKER:    We l l ,  no  i t  wasn ' t  s igned.   12 

I  don ' t  know why  tha t ' s  so  funny .   Th i s  i s  a l l  13 

the  t ime .   You ' re  sugges t ing  tha t  because i t  14 

wasn ' t  s igned  tha t  he  d idn ' t  w r i te  i t?   I  w ou ld  15 

assume tha t  he  wro te  i t .   Because we  wan ted  to  16 

scan  and  e -mai l  i t ,  I  th ink  a  s ignature  is  17 

pe r func tory .   Th is  i s  f rom h im,  under l ined w i th  18 

h i s  s ignature .   I  don ' t  th ink  tha t ' s  so  fun ny .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:     I  t h ink  i f  20 

he 's  s tand ing  beh ind  i t  he  wou ld  s ign  i t .  21 

 MR.  BECKER:    Leg is la to r ,  you ' re  say ing  22 

now tha t  he  d idn ' t  s ign  i t  because  he  doesn ' t  23 

want  to  s tand  beh ind  the  l e t te r?  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I 'm ask ing  25 
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you i f  i t ' s  s igned ,  Fran ,  and  you sa id  no .   2 

That 's  t he  on ly  ques t i on  I  have.  3 

 MR.  BECKER:    And I  answered  you r  4 

ques t i on .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  6 

apprec ia te  i t .   Thank you.  7 

 MR.  BECKER:    I  wou ld  be  sure  -  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  don ’ t  9 

need  you  to  te l l  me what  I 'm  th ink ing  or  wh a t  the  10 

po in t  o f  i t  i s .  11 

 MR.  BECKER:    I 'm no t  sugges t ing  wha t  12 

you ' re  th ink ing .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  jus t  14 

asked i f  i t  was  s igned  o r  no t .  15 

 MR.  BECKER:    You ' re  suggest ing  tha t  he ' s  16 

no t  s tand ing  beh ind  th is   -  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Thank you 18 

ve ry  much.  19 

 MR.  BECKER:     l e t te r  -   20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I 'm no t  21 

sugges t ing  any th ing .  22 

 MR.  BECKER:    because there ' s  no t  a  23 

s ignature  on  i t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I 'm ask ing  25 
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i f  i t ' s  s igned,  Fran .   We ' l l  agree  to  d i sag ree .  2 

 MR.  BECKER:    C lea r l y  wr i t ten  by  h im and  3 

h i s  o f f i ce .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  Becker ,  le t ' s  5 

move  on.  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can I  jus t  7 

ask  one o the r  qu ick  ques t ion?  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Excuse  me.   Mr .  9 

Cor tez ,  do  you have any  more  to  add to  your  10 

s ta temen t?  11 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    So r ry?  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  sa id  do  you 13 

have  any  add i t i ona l  in fo rmat ion?  14 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    No .   Un less  the re  are  o the r  15 

ques t ions  I  can  answer .  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  17 

N ico le l l o  has  a  ques t ion .  18 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Jus t  wan ted to  19 

conf i rm ce r ta in  th ings .   Your  s ta temen t  was  your  20 

s ta temen t ,  t ha t  the  pa r t y  was  ra ther  sho r t .    21 

 Aga in ,  l ook ing  a t  the  le t te r  t ha t  fo rmer -22 

Leg is la to r  Becke r  read  in to  the  reco rd ,  amo ng the  23 

o the r  th ings  tha t  were  s ta ted  he re  i s  we ,  t he  24 

Depar tment  o f  Assessment  rev iewed i t  w i th  i n -25 
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house counse l ,  t he  appropr ia te  l aws wh ich  g ove rn  2 

the  me thodo logy  tha t  i s  to  be  used  to  a r r i v e  a t  3 

es t ima t ing  the  va lue  o f  rea l  p roper t y  and 4 

conduc ted  a  rev iew  o f  va r ious  C lass  2  pa rce l s  5 

w i th in  the  C i ty  to  compare  i n  th is  ana lys is .   I s  6 

tha t  accura te?  7 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Yes ,  i t  i s .  8 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I t  goes  on  to  say  9 

tha t  DOA s ta f f ,  Depar tment  o f  Assessment  s t a f f  10 

rev iewed  and  compared the  res ident ia l  and 11 

commerc ia l  i ncome and expense  da ta  used to  tha t  -  12 

found in  our  da tabase fo r  s im i la r  type  p rop er t y  13 

and loca t i ons .   Was tha t  done?  14 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Yes .  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And the  DOA came 16 

to  the  conc lus ion  tha t  t he  da ta  prov ided  by  Mr .  17 

Cama le re  o f  SVS was we l l  w i th in  marke t  para meters  18 

fo r  p roper t i es  o f  th is  t ype  and th is  l oca t i on .  19 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    That 's  cor rec t .  20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And tha t  bo th  21 

pa r t ies ,  DOA,  have  -  and  SVS have u t i l i zed  22 

approp r ia te  methodo log ies  in  accordance w i t h  23 

p r io r  p rac t i ce  and  the  In te rna t i ona l  Assoc i a t i on  24 

o f  Assess ing  Of f i cers  s tandards  and appra is a l  25 
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theo ry .   I s  t ha t  s ta tement  accura te?  2 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    That 's  cor rec t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You rev iewed  the  4 

me thodo logy ,  rev iewed the  assumpt ions  and t hey  5 

a re  approp r ia te?  6 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    We be l ieve  they  are ,  yes .  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  u l t imate l y  the  8 

pe rcen tage  tha t  you came up w i th  was  7 .7  as  9 

opposed to  any th ing  above tha t .  10 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Yes .  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  have  no  fu r the r  12 

ques t ions  a t  th i s  t ime .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  Bynoe .  14 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Thank you ,  P res id ing  15 

O f f i ce r .  16 

 I  don ' t  have  a  ques t ion  as  much as  a  17 

s ta temen t .   I  do  have to  render  some concer n  here  18 

and pu t  i t  on  the  reco rd .  19 

 I  am a  p roponen t  fo r  deve lopment .   Th i s  20 

i s  someth ing  tha t  I ' ve  ded ica ted  my l i fe  to  in  21 

deve lop ing .   I 'm  f ind ing  myse l f  as  a  c rossr oad  22 

he re ,  in  tha t  I  fee l  as  though  in  s ta tement  Mr .  23 

Cor tez  has  s ta ted  tha t  t he re  wasn ' t  enough t ime 24 

a l lowed to  rea l l y  thorough ly  assess  and eva lua te  25 
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the  f i gu res  and  a l so  I  f ee l  as  though the  2 

assessor  a lso ,  i n  h i s  le t te r ,  s ta ted  the  sa me.   I  3 

fee l  t he re  i s  a  d i sc la imer  he re  and tha t  we  are ,  4 

i n  fac t ,  pu t t ing  our  assessmen t  o f f i ce  a t  a  5 

d i sadvan tage  to  be  ab le  to  app ropr ia te ly  ad v ise  6 

us .    7 

 I  unders tand  tha t  there  is  an  urgency ,  a  8 

sense o f  u rgency .   I  t h ink  we 've  go t  t o  s lo w  the  9 

t ra in  down  and we 've  go t  t o  g i ve  them the  t ime  10 

tha t  t hey  need.   We need  to  have  an  assessm ent  o r  11 

we  need an  eva lua t ion  by  the  assessmen t  12 

depar tment  tha t  doesn ' t  come w i th  a  d i sc la i mer  13 

tha t  t he re  wasn ' t  enough  t ime .   I  rea l l y  th ink  14 

tha t  we 've  go t  t o  pump the  b rakes  he re  and we 've  15 

go t  to  s low the  t ra in  down  because  I 'm  conce rned .  16 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Leg is la to r  17 

N ico le l l o  -  my  apo log ies .   I  was  s t i l l  18 

remember ing  the  las t  hea r ing .   Leg is la to r  19 

Gonsa lves ,  may I  p lease speak?   Thank you v e ry  20 

much .  21 

 The ana lys is  tha t  you were  d i scuss ing  22 

w i th  Leg is la to r  N ico le l l o  be fo re ,  i s  t ha t  t he  23 

same ana lys i s  tha t  you  ca l led  c rude?  24 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Yes .    25 
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 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Okay .  2 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    We l l  c rude  to  the  ex ten t  3 

tha t  i t ' s  no t  as  i n -depth  as  the  SVS repor t  and 4 

i t ' s  a  compar ison to  da ta  tha t  we use on  a  5 

regu la r  bas i s .  6 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Bu t  the  SVS uses  a  7 

d i f f e ren t  number ,  i s  t ha t  co r rec t?  8 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Yes .  9 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    To  my unders tand ing  10 

they  use  the  number  tha t  i s  11  percent .  11 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    What  we d id  was  to  j udge  12 

whethe r  o r  no t  wha t  they  were  do ing  fe l l  w i t h in  13 

marke t  paramete rs ,  t ha t ' s  genera l l y  what  14 

assess ing  does  anyway.  15 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    And i t  doesn ' t .  16 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    You fa l l  i n to  tha t  range ,  17 

tha t ' s  bas ica l l y  wha t  th is  was .   I n  o the r  w ords ,  18 

i s  t he re  an  ou t l ie r?   Is  he ,  a t  $2 ,000  a  mo n th ,  19 

say ,  f o r  an  apar tmen t  ren t  and  we ' re  a t  4 ,0 00?   20 

Obv ious l y ,  t ha t  wou ld  ra ise  red  f l ags  and w e  21 

wou ld  have  to  ge t  fu r the r  invo lved  in  tha t .  22 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    I 'm a l l  abou t  23 

so lu t i ons .   How much  t ime wou ld  you need  in  o rde r  24 

to  p roduce  a  repor t  tha t ' s  no t  c rude ,  as  you  25 
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sa id?  2 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    I  wou ld  th ink  i t  m igh t  be  3 

i napprop r ia te  fo r  my  depar tmen t  to  do  tha t .   I t ' s  4 

no t  a  coun ty  p ro jec t .   We don ' t  do  ana lyses  o f  5 

tha t  t ype .   To  devote  tha t  k ind  o f  manpower  to  6 

tha t  dur ing  o the r  pa r t s  o f  ou r  norma l  t ime l i ne ,  I  7 

j us t  don ' t  know tha t  you  cou l d  do  tha t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    How cou ld  i t  no t  be  9 

approp r ia te  fo r  your  o f f i ce  to  de termine  ho w much 10 

revenue we ' re  g i v ing  up?  11 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    I ’m say ing  i t  wou ld  be  12 

i napprop r ia te  fo r  us  to  do  th i s  type  o f  in -d ep th  13 

s tudy  and devo te  tha t  k ind  o f  t ime  and  manpo wer  14 

to  i t .   Ce r ta in l y ,  i f  tha t ' s  t he  request  o f  th is  15 

g roup we  wou ld  -  16 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    There ' s  a  $30 17 

m i l l ion  d i f f e rence ,  to  my unders tand ing .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  19 

So lages ,  where  d id  you  come up  w i th  30  m i l l i on?  20 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Jus t  based  on the  21 

repo r t  here  tha t  I  was  rev iew ing .   My co l le ague 22 

f rom G len Cove can  answer  tha t  ques t ion .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  24 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:     I  know 2 

we ' re  go ing  to  have o the r  peop le  f rom the  pu b l ic  3 

tha t  w i l l  come in  and address  th is  even be t te r .  4 

 F rom wha t  I 'm  unders tand ing ,  I  have the  5 

repo r t  o f  SVS.   The 11  percen t  seems to  be  the  6 

number .   I t ' s  t he  ques t ion  o f  e i ther  15  per cen t  7 

o r  7  percent  a t  the  las t  mee t ing ,  now they ' re  8 

k ind  o f  say ing  i t ' s  a  mixed use and 11  perc ent .   9 

The d i f f e rence be tween  the  11  pe rcen t  and t he  7  10 

pe rcen t  tha t  they  want  us  to  th ink  i s  where  we ' re  11 

s ta r t i ng  f rom i s  $15  m i l l i on .   I  know what  th i s  12 

Coun ty  -  f o r  us  to  g ive  an  add i t iona l  $15 m i l l ion  13 

to  th i s  deve loper ,  i t ' s  a  tough h i t  fo r  the  14 

coun ty ,  i t ' s  county  taxpayers  tha t  a re  no t  i n  15 

th is  a rea .   I  t h ink  we  rea l l y  have  to  th ink  ve ry  16 

se r ious  abou t  the  commi tment  tha t  we ' re  go i ng  17 

i n to  fo r  t he  nex t  30  yea rs .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  19 

Schaefer .  20 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:    I  j us t  have  a  21 

ques t ion  fo r  you ,  Mr .  Cor tez .  22 

 I f  you  agree  tha t  the  me thodo logy  is  23 

approp r ia te ,  then how can you  d i sagree  as  t o  wha t  24 

they  came up  w i th?   Espec ia l l y  i f  i t ' s  no t  25 
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someth ing  tha t  you r  o f f i ce  wou ld  do  anyway,  l i ke ,  2 

I 'm jus t  no t  unders tand ing  how you ' re  ge t t i ng  3 

there .  You  ag ree  tha t ' s  the  way to  ge t  t her e  bu t  4 

they  p robab ly  -   5 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    We ' re  do ing  i t  based  on  the  6 

me thodo logy .   Aga in ,  you  have  an  i ssue  here  where  7 

you have  p roper t ies  tha t  have  been  c lass i f i ed  two 8 

d i f f e ren t  ways  -  some as  a  ho mes tead  p roper t y  and 9 

some,  as  we do here ,  us ing  i ncome,  so  there ' s  10 

go ing  to  be  some m inor  var ia t i ons  in  the re ,  so  11 

tha t ' s  why  I  say  our  numbers  a re  c rude .   Ag a in ,  12 

there  migh t  be  some o the r  th ings  i n  there  t ha t  we 13 

jus t  d idn ' t  see  because i t  go t  a  curso ry  loo k .  14 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:    I t ' s  a l so  no t  15 

someth ing  tha t  you 'd  be  ab le  to  do  tha t  typ e  o f  16 

i nves t iga t ion  i n to ,  i s  t ha t  what  you  jus t  s a id  17 

be fo re?  18 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    We p robab ly  wou ldn ' t  19 

because access  to  ce r ta in  da ta  tha t  SVS has  is  20 

j us t  no t  someth ing  peop le  are  ve ry  w i l l i ng  t o  21 

g i ve  the  assesso r .   As  you  know,  w i th  ASIE i t ' s  a  22 

ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  i ssue .  23 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:    Okay .   Okay .   24 

Thank you.  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  2 

N ico le l l o .  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Someth ing  is  no t  4 

comput ing  abou t  your  rep resen ta t ion  he re .   Y ou ' re  5 

us ing  te rms l i ke  c rude  and  l im i ted .   I  unde rs tand 6 

l im i ted ,  t ha t ' s  one th ing .   Us ing  te rms l i k e  7 

c rude has  a  cer ta in  connota t i on .   Ye t ,  you  jus t  8 

sa id  i n  response  to  Leg is la to r  Schae fe r ,  th a t  9 

there ' s  a  minor  va r iance .   I n  fac t ,  Mr .  Dav i s '  10 

l e t te r  -  11 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    There ' s  a  mino r  va r iance  in  12 

the  f i na l  number .  13 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    R igh t .   You ge t  14 

to  a  m inor  va r iance -  h i s  te rm i s  s l igh t  15 

va r iance .   When  you ' re  ta l k ing  about  c rude you ' re  16 

g i v ing  peop le  concern .   U l t ima te ly ,  the  17 

conc lus ion ,  acco rd ing  to  th i s  le t te r ,  i s  th a t  18 

there  was a  s l i gh t  var iance be tween what  th e  19 

coun ty  comes  up  w i th  and  wha t  the  deve loper  comes 20 

up  w i th  -  the  C i ty .  21 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    P lease  unders tand when  I  22 

say  c rude I 'm  ta lk ing  abou t  a  cu rsory  look  versus  23 

a  300-page  repor t  tha t  somebody spends  mont hs  on  24 

ve rsus  wha t  we d id  i n  a  coup le  days ,  i n  tha t  25 
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sense i t  has  to  be  c rude .  2 

 The me thodo logy  is  wha t  the  me thodo logy  3 

i s .   So  the  i ncome approach and the  sa les  4 

compar ison  approach are  ve ry  we l l  es tab l i sh ed 5 

me thodo log ies .   The i r  use  and  how they  func t ion  6 

a re  no t  c rude .   Bu t  the  fac t  t ha t  we  cou ldn ' t  pu t  7 

the  t ime  and  e f fo r t  in to  th i s ,  as  SVS d id ,  makes  8 

i t  c rude ,  i f  you  w i l l .   That ' s  our  te rm fo r  i t ,  9 

however  you wan t  to  use  tha t  t e rm.  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  jus t  have a  11 

ques t ion  o f  you ,  Mr .  Cor tez .   I f  t he  method o logy  12 

i s  t he  same as  i t  wou ld  take  weeks  o r  month s  to  13 

do ,  why wou ld  i t  be  c rude?  14 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    I t ' s  j us t  c rude  because we  15 

don ' t  have  access  to  some o f  t he  same da ta .   I n  16 

o the r  words ,  I  can ' t  go  ou t  and ve r i fy  every  17 

p iece  o f  da ta  tha t  he  has  in  h is  repor t  bec ause I  18 

don ' t  have  access  to  i t  l i ke  he  does .   I  do n ' t  19 

know where  he  ob ta ined  i t  f r om.   Wha t  we  d i d  was  20 

we  looked in  ou r  da tabase and  we  sa id  do  th ese  21 

numbers  f i t  i n to  norma l  marke t  parameters .   The 22 

answer  i s  yes .   That 's  as  muc h  as  we  can  do  w i th  23 

the  in fo rmat ion  tha t  we have .   Aga in ,  i t ' s  no t  as  24 

re f i ned as  what  Mr .  Cama le re  d id  because ,  a ga in ,  25 
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he  spent  seve ra l  mon ths  do ing  tha t  and  had access  2 

to  a  l o t  o f  o the r  da ta .  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  Kope l .  4 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Jus t  t o  sharpen th is  5 

a  l i t t le  b i t  fu r ther ,  S teve.   6 

 What  wou ld  you expec t ,  reasonab le  expec t ,  7 

were  you  to  spend the  s i x  mon ths  and  wha tev e r  -  8 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    I 'm so r ry?  9 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    What  wou ld  you  expec t  10 

-  wou ld  you expect  t o  f i nd  a  s ign i f i can t ly  11 

d i f f e ren t  las t  number  by  v i r t ue  o f  spend ing  12 

seve ra l  months  work ing  on  th i s?   As  you sa i d ,  a  13 

to ta l  ana lys i s  -   14 

 MR.  CORTEZ:   I  don ' t  expec t  a  b ig  15 

d i f f e rence  because ,  aga in ,  t he  methodo logy  i s  the  16 

same.  17 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    The me thodo logy  -  so ,  18 

s imp ly ,  a l l  you ' re  say ing  is  t ha t  you ' re  no t  19 

re invent ing  eve ry  s ing le  p iece  o f  the  whee l .   20 

You ' re  no t  ac tua l l y  go ing  and  ve r i fy ing  eve ry  21 

da ta  po in t .   Wou ld  tha t  be  a  cor rec t  s ta tem ent?  22 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    We d id  no t  ver i f y  the  exac t  23 

da ta  because ,  aga in ,  we can ' t  do  tha t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I  unders tand .   But  25 
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what  I  am ask ing  you  i s  whethe r  tha t  f a i lu r e  to  2 

go  back  and iden t i f y  and  ver i f y  every  s ing l e  da ta  3 

po in t ,  i s  tha t  wha t  you mean  by  c rude?  4 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Yes .   Yes .  5 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Okay .   G iven  the  da ta  6 

po in t ,  do  you  have  any  reason  to  expec t  tha t  t he  7 

da ta  po in t  i s  accu ra te  o r  tha t  i t  i s  i naccu ra te?  8 

 MR.  CORTEZ:   We be l i eve  the  da ta  i s  9 

accu ra te ,  a t  leas t  wha t  we  can  de termine  ba sed  on 10 

-  11 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    The pe rson  who  d id  12 

the  da ta ,  a re  these peop le  reputab le  i n  the i r  13 

f i e ld  and known to  do  qua l i t y  work?  14 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    I  be l i eve  so .   I ' ve  known 15 

them for  a  good  30  yea rs .  16 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I s  i t  reasonab le  fo r  17 

us  to  them accep t  the  da ta  po in ts  tha t  t hey  have  18 

p rov ided  as  reasonab le ,  as  accura te?  19 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Yes .   Because,  as  i t  sa id  20 

i n  the  l e t te r ,  t hey  d id  adhere  to  appra i sa l  21 

theo ry ,  IAA S tandards .  22 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  wou ld  i t  no t  then  23 

be  was te fu l  f o r  you to  go  back  and  redo a l l  these 24 

th ings?  25 
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 MR.  CORTEZ:    I f  we red id  the  same s teps  2 

tha t  t hey  d id ,  we shou ld  be  a t  t he  same num ber .  3 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    We shou ld  be  a t  the  4 

same number .   What  I  asked  you  i s  wou ld  i t  no t  be  5 

waste fu l  t hen ,  i n  o the r  words ,  you  sa id  tha t  i t ' s  6 

a  reasonab le  th ing  to  accept  the i r  work  as  7 

accu ra te ,  in  te rms  o f  the i r  da ta .   Tha t ' s  w hat  8 

you sa id ,  r i gh t?  9 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Yes .  10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    There fore ,  t hen,  11 

wou ld  i t  no t  be  waste fu l  t o  go  ahead  and  re do a l l  12 

th is  work?  13 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    You ' re  go ing  to  end up  14 

bas i ca l l y  in  the  same p lace ,  yes .  15 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    And you wou ld  16 

p robab ly  h i re  the  same person  or  someone  ju s t  17 

l i ke  them to  do  i t .  18 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    That 's  wha t  you 'd  19 

u l t ima te ly  have  to  do  -  20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  le t ' s  go  back  and  21 

reexamine the  word  and  le t  me  ask  you i f  you 'd  22 

l i ke  to  change i t  and use a  d i f f e ren t  word ,  23 

i ns tead o f  c rude ,  wou ld  you? 24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  don ' t  25 
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know i f  you  shou ld  suggest  t ha t  to  someone who  i s  2 

tes t i f y i ng .  3 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I  can  sugges t  4 

any th ing  tha t  I  seems reasona b le  to  me .  5 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Aga in  -  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  7 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton .   A l l  r i gh t .   He  can  sugges t ,  8 

j us t  l i ke  you .  9 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Aga in ,  I  used tha t  word  10 

c rude jus t  t o  emphas ize  the  fac t  t ha t  we  do n ' t  11 

have  a  300-page  repor t .   We 'v e  go t  a  two-pag e 12 

le t te r .  13 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    No  more  ques t ions .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  15 

Wa lker .  16 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Jus t  fo r  the  reco rd .   17 

We wou ld  no t  have done  a l l  t ha t  work  becaus e  i t  18 

i s  no t  our  p ro jec t .  19 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    That 's  cor rec t .  20 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Okay .   T hank you.  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  22 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton ,  one  more  th ing .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    In  my 24 

le t te r  I  bas i ca l l y  asked  jus t  tha t ,  I  wante d  to  25 
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see how you came up w i th  the  number  tha t  yo u  came 2 

up  w i th ,  wha t  fo rmula  you use  and -  3 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    I  wou ld  have  to  ge t  the  4 

accoun t ing  sec t i on  to  ge t  tha t  f o r  you ,  yes .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    And tha t ' s  6 

what  we wou ld  l i ke  to  see,  because  the re  is  a  7 

d i sc repancy .  8 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Okay .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Now do  you  10 

know when you  d id  your  numbers ,  i s  t ha t  fo r  when  11 

the  pro jec t  i s  f u l l y  bu i l t ?  12 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    I 'm so r ry?   I  m issed  the  13 

l as t  par t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    How d id  you 15 

ge t  your  numbers?   I s  i t  when  i t  was  comple te ,  16 

the  pro jec t ,  o r  p r io r  to  comp le t ion?  17 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    I  wou ld  aga in  have  to  check  18 

w i th  the  -  19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  th ink  20 

tha t ' s  k ind  o f  impor tan t  because  the re  i s  a nothe r  21 

d i sc repancy  as  to  whethe r  o r  no t  t h i s  was l ooked  22 

a t  cor rec t ly ,  as  fa r  as  the  fu l l  bu i l t  ou t  o r  23 

pa r t ia l  bu i l d  ou t .   We  rea l l y  have  -  i t ' s  a  24 

rea l l y  impor tan t  t h ing  -  r igh t  -  and  tha t ' s  what  25 
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we ' re  t r y ing  to  de te rm ine.   The bo t tom l ine  is  we 2 

don ' t  even  know i f  -  wha t  po r t ion  you used,  as  3 

fa r  as  you r  ana lys is .   4 

 SVS d id  do  a  decen t  job ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  a lso  5 

h i red  by  the  deve loper .   So  we  need to  j us t  do  6 

ou r  own due d i l i gence,  we can ' t  jus t  t ake  i t  a t  7 

i t s  word .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  9 

Jacobs .  10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Yes .   I  have jus t  11 

one ques t ion  to  ask  you.   I  unders tand  ever y th ing  12 

you ' ve  sa id ;  whe ther  I  agree  w i th  you,  I  am  no t  13 

an  exper t .   I  can  on ly  say  tha t  to  me a  $15  14 

m i l l ion  d i f f e rence  o f  mon ies  coming in to  th e  15 

coun ty  does  no t  necessar i l y  render  bo th  rep o r t s  16 

w i th in  match ing  issues .  17 

 Look .   I 'm  no t  an  exper t  on  th is .   I  do  18 

l i ve  near  G len  Cove.   I  under s tand  the  conce rns  19 

there .   Ta lk ing  jus t  on  th is  i ssue  o f  asses s ing  20 

and -  I  unders tand  tha t  there  are  peop le  wh o  a re  21 

the  tops  and  they  had the  t ime  -  no t  t ha t  yo u ' re  22 

no t  tops  bu t  they  had the  t ime  to  do  wha t  23 

obv ious l y  you  d idn ' t .   Bu t  when you say  -  I  th ink  24 

i t  was  Leg is la to r  Kope l  who sa id  th i s .   The y  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  40 Full Legislature – 8-15-16 

wou ld  come up ,  more  or  l ess ,  i n  the  same 2 

ba l l pa rk .  3 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Assuming  tha t  t he  da ta  i s  4 

co r rec t  and the  me thodo logy  i s  cor rec t ,  the  5 

answer  i s  yes .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    So my  dang l ing  7 

ques t ion  here  i s  t hen how cou ld  there  be  a  $15  8 

m i l l ion  d i f f e rence  in  what  comes  to  the  cou n ty?   9 

That 's  my ve ry  l ayman type ,  s imp le  concern  here .   10 

Fo rget t i ng  every th ing  e l se  about  the  p ro jec t ,  11 

tha t ' s  wha t  I 'm  rea l l y  t h row ing  ou t  to  you.   I  12 

th ink  tha t  t ha t  bo t tom l ine  i s  wha t  rea l l y  p eop le  13 

up  here  are  ask ing  about .  14 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    I  unders tand  you r  ques t i on .   15 

I t ' s ,  aga in ,  fo r  t he  t ype o f  repor t  we  d id  I  16 

can ' t  answer  tha t ,  un for tuna te ly ,  because i t ' s  17 

no t  as  re f ined as  the  SVS repor t  i s .  18 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  you 'd  have to  19 

ag ree w i th  me  -  20 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    Oh ,  abso lu te ly .  21 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    t ha t  $15  mi l l ion  is  22 

no t  a  t i ny  amoun t  o f  money .  23 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    R igh t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Okay .   A l l  r i gh t .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  41 Full Legislature – 8-15-16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  2 

N ico le l l o .  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    There ' s  a  4 

d i f f e rence  he re  because the  numbers  we 've  b een  5 

p rov ided  a re  d i f fe ren t .   The  d i f fe rence be t ween 6 

the  reques ted  a l loca t i on  and  the  assessed 7 

a l loca t i on  o f  7 .7  pe rcen t  as  opposed  to  6 .4  8 

pe rcen t ,  t he  d i f fe rence amoun ts  to  $4  mi l l i on  9 

sp read  ove r  40  yea rs .   The  d i sc repancy  i s  no t  the  10 

number  tha t  you ' re  ta l k ing  about ,  based on the  11 

numbers  we 've  been  p rov ided.   In  tha t  conte x t  12 

there  is  t he  o ther  revenues fo r  sa les  taxes ,  e t  13 

ce te ra ,  tha t  f l ow in to  the  county  tha t ' s  14 

es t ima ted to  be  in  the  a rea  o f  $80  m i l l i on  o ve r  15 

those 40  yea rs .   So there ' s  a  d i f f e ren t  un i verse  16 

o f  numbers  tha t  we ' re  dea l ing  w i th .  17 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    Can I  jus t  have a  18 

qu ick  ques t ion?  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  20 

MacKenz ie .  21 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    Cou ld  you jus t  22 

g i ve  us  br ie f l y ,  descr ibe  fo r  us  wha t  SVS d id .   23 

I t  seems  to  me tha t  you ' re  us ing  the  te rm c rude 24 

to  descr ibe  tha t  you  d idn ' t  go  th rough  spec i f i c  25 
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p roper t i es ,  spec i f i c  c lasses  and  ge t  t he  2 

under l y ing  da ta ,  wh ich  l im i ted  you r  rev iew in  3 

scope.   You jus t  saw tha t  the  me thodo logy  th ey  4 

used  fo r  t ha t  under l y ing  da ta  is  cor rec t ,  w i th  5 

the  assumpt ion  tha t  the i r  da ta  i s  co r rec t .   So  6 

maybe you can  g i ve  us  a  br ie f  synops is  o f  w hat  7 

they  d id  and  then what  you  d id  i n  a  rev iew o f  8 

the i r  -  9 

 MR.  CORTEZ:    I  wou ld  le t  them g ive  you 10 

tha t  synops is .   I  wou ldn ' t  da re  to  th ink  I  c ou ld  11 

te l l  you  wha t 's  in  the i r  repo r t .  12 

 MR.  BECKER:    I ' d  jus t  l i ke  to  no te ,  13 

Madam Cha i r ,  tha t  the  15  m i l l i on  i s  d i scuss ed,  14 

Mr .  Cor tez  doesn ' t  know where  tha t  number  c ame 15 

f rom h imse l f .   Where  d id  tha t  number  come f rom?  16 

SVS?   17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    They ' re  bas ing  i t  on  18 

d i f f e ren t  pe rcen tages .  19 

 MR.  BECKER:    I 'm Fran  Becker .   I 'm 20 

Leg is la t i ve  A f fa i r s  f rom the  County  Execut i ve ' s  21 

o f f i ce .   Mr .  Cor tez ,  I  was  j us t  ask ing  h im about  22 

the  $15 mi l l i on  f i gu re  and  he  doesn ' t  know where  23 

tha t  number  came f rom.   SVS i s  here .   I f  we  want  24 

to  ta l k  abou t  tha t  15  mi l l ion ,  t hey  can tes t i f y  25 
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to  tha t ,  i f  t ha t ' s  an  impor tan t  ques t i on  to  the  2 

l eg i s la tu re .   Wou ld  you l i ke  SVS to  tes t i f y ?   3 

P lease .  4 

 MR.  ALBRO:    Good a f te rnoon.   Andrew 5 

A lbro ,  Appra i se r  w i th  S tandard  Va lua t i on  6 

Serv ices ,  and  p r inc ipa l  o f  t he  f i rms .  7 

 W i th  respec t  to  the  $15 mi l l i on ,  I  can ' t  8 

speak to  tha t  e i ther .   And  I 'm  not  sure  whe re  9 

these numbers  a re  coming  f rom.   I  th ink  the  10 

pa r t ies  invo lved  shou ld  speak  to  tha t .   I  c an  11 

speak to  our  ana lys i s  and en te r ta in  some 12 

ques t ions ,  t r y  to  respond to  wha t  the  d i f fe rences  13 

may be  be tween the  a l l oca t ion  in  the  county  taxes  14 

as  par t  o f  t he  who le .   But  I  can ' t  speak  to  the  15 

ce r ta in  15  m i l l i on  o r  any  o the r  number .   I  can  16 

speak to  how we  ar r i ved  a t  t he  percentage t ha t  17 

wou ld  go  to  the  coun ty  por t i on  o f  the  tax  r o l l .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    So  sp eak  to  tha t .  19 

 MR.  ALBRO:    I  w i l l .  20 

 We were  h i red  -  and a l so  to  c o r rec t  the  21 

s ta temen t  made ear l i e r  -  we were  h i red  by  th e  22 

C i ty  o f  G len  Cove.   We ' re  no t  work ing  fo r  t he  23 

deve loper .   The  in i t ia l  scope  o f  work  tha t  we 24 

were  asked  to  do  was  to  es t ima te  the  assessm en ts  25 
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tha t  t he  p ro jec t  wou ld  have fo r  the  va r ious  2 

spec i f i c  components  o f  t h i s  p ro jec t  and to  3 

de te rm ine a  rea l  es ta te  tax  fo recas t  f o r  th e  4 

p ro jec t  fo r  t he  bond  f inanc ing .   Hav ing  com p le ted  5 

tha t ,  we  were  l a te r  asked to ,  qu i te  s imp ly ,  6 

ca lcu la te ,  mathemat i ca l l y  ca l cu la te  and a l l o ca te  7 

the  rea l  es ta te  taxes  to  the  var ious  compon ents .   8 

There  is ,  w i th in  the  C i t y ,  you  have the  c i t y  9 

schoo l  d is t r i c t ,  l i b ra ry ,  and  the  c i ty  t axe s  tha t  10 

i s  read i ly  a r r i ved  a t  by  mul t i p l y ing  the  11 

conc luded va lues ,  us ing  the  me thodo log ies  t ha t  12 

a re  su i tab le  fo r  t he  c i t y ' s  t ax  ju r i sd ic t io n  by  13 

the  c i ty  t ax  ra te ,  t he  mathemat i ca l  computa t ion ,  14 

and the  same goes fo r  the  coun ty .  15 

 I  be l i eve  the  d i f f e rence  o r  the  pe rce i ved 16 

d i f f e rence  i s  i n  the  percentage a l loca t i on  i s  the  17 

consequence o f  how the  d i f fe r en t  mun ic ipa l i t ies  18 

a re  requ i red  to  do  the i r  assessmen ts .    19 

 You ’ve  heard  the  te rm homestead,  non -20 

homestead.   Tha t  i s  an  op t ion  tha t  a  mun ic i pa l i t y  21 

l i ke  G len  Cove can  adopt  and  they  have  adop ted  22 

i t .   Homes tead app l i es  to  the  manner  i n  wh i ch  one 23 

wou ld  assess  s ing le  fami ly  re s idences ,  wh ich  24 

i nc ludes  condomin iums.   The vas t  ma jor i t y  o f  t h i s  25 
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comp lex  is  res iden t ia l  o r  p roposed  to  be  2 

res ident ia l .   Fo r  the  homestead op t ion ,  wh i ch  3 

must  be  done  when comput ing  the  marke t  va lu e  i n  4 

assessment  and,  consequent ly ,  rea l  es ta te  ta xes  5 

fo r  the  c i ty ,  t he  me thodo logy  is  ca l led  the  sa les  6 

compar ison  approach.   I t ' s  s imp ly  a  compar i son  o f  7 

l i ke -k ind  sa les ,  a r r i v ing  a t  a  marke t  va lue ,  wha t  8 

I  wou ld  re fe r  t o  as  a  t rue  marke t  va lue  fo r  tha t  9 

t ype .  10 

 I n  con t ras t ,  the  county  has  four  tax  11 

c lass i f i ca t i ons .   Fo r  condomin iums  above  th ree  12 

s to r ies  in  he igh t ,  wh ich  i s  what  i s  p ropose d  13 

he re ,  they ' re  c lass i f i ed  as  what  i s  re fe r re d  to  14 

as  a  C lass  2 .   The  C lass  2  i nc ludes  ren ta l  15 

apar tmen t  bu i ld ings ,  and  coopera t i ves ,  and 16 

condomin iums  above  th ree  s to r i es  i n  he igh t .   The  17 

va lua t ion  me thodo logy  tha t  i s  mandated  fo r  t ha t  18 

i s  re fe r red  to  as  the  come cap i ta l i za t ion  19 

approach  tha t  un iversa l l y  resu l t s  in  a  more  20 

conserva t i ve ,  l ower  va lua t ion  because i t  ta kes  21 

the  pe rspec t i ve  o f  t he  i nves to r ,  wh ich  i s  n o t  the  22 

t yp i ca l  buye r  fo r  a  condomin ium.   So  wha t  w e 've  23 

a r r i ved  a t  i s  t he  fac t  t ha t  t he  C i ty 's  comp onent  24 

fo r  tha t  l a rge  sec t i on  o f  the  pro jec t ,  t he  25 
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homestead,  the  condomin iums,  i s  a  subs tan t i a l l y  2 

h igher  va lue  than is  t yp ica l l y  re f lec ted .   I  a lso  3 

be l i eve  tha t  some o f  t he  o the r  percentages ,  i f  4 

they ' re  roo ted  i n  any th ing ,  except  a rb i t ra r i l y  5 

ass igned ,  may  represen t  a  typ i ca l  c ross  sec t ion  6 

o f  e i t he r  c i t y  o r  anothe r  mun ic ipa l i t y .   Wh a t  we  7 

have  done is  s ta r ted  w i th  the  spec i f i c  p ro j ec t  a t  8 

hand ,  ana lyzed and  va lued each  component  bas ed  9 

upon  the  methodo log ies  tha t  a re  su i tab le  fo r  each 10 

ju r i sd ic t i on  and  a r r i ved  a t  t he  marke t  va lu e  and  11 

ma themat ica l l y  l eads  to  the  a l loca t i on .   I f  one 12 

was to  take  an  a l l oca t ion ,  t he  perce ived  13 

a l loca t i on  tha t  maybe represen ta t i ve  o f  the  c i ty  14 

a t  l a rge ,  i t ' s  no t  go ing  to  ma tch  what  th is  15 

p ro jec t  i s .   I t ' s  comp le te ly  d i f fe ren t .   I t ' s  no t  16 

go ing  to  have  80  percent  res iden t ia l ,  i f  no t  17 

more ,  maybe even  h ighe r  as  fa r  as  the  s i ze  o r  the  18 

comp lex ,  and  ce r ta in ly  i t ' s  no t  go ing  to  ha ve 19 

tha t  ex ten t  o f  h igh-end condos  wh ich  have to  be  20 

va lued  a t  a  much  h ighe r  ra te .   So I  th ink  t ha t ' s  21 

a t  t he  roo t  o f  t he  seeming  d i spa r i ty  o f  the  22 

pe rcen tages  ass igned .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  Kope l .  24 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I  was  to  f i r s t  ge t  t o  25 
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some o f  the  qua l i f i ca t ion .  2 

 You,  by  you I  mean  the  corpo ra te  you .   3 

You do  cons iderab le  work  fo r  Nassau Coun ty  as  4 

we l l ,  i sn ' t  t ha t  t rue?  5 

 MR.  ALBRO:    Yes .   We work  fo r  many 6 

mun ic ipa l i t i es  -   7 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Many  mun ic ipa l i t ies ,  8 

I  mean t .   In  o ther  words ,  ove ra l l ,  you  do  w ork  9 

fo r  va r ious  mun ic ipa l i t i es ,  r i gh t?  10 

 MR.  ALBRO:    Yes .   Tha t ' s  co r rec t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    My  unders tand ing  i s  12 

tha t  t he re  a re  s tandards  fo r  app ra isers  tha t  13 

qua l i f ied  appra i se rs  a re  expec ted  to  adhere  to ,  14 

i s  t ha t  co r rec t?  15 

 MR.  ALBRO:    Yes ,  i t  i s .  16 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    And you adhere  to  17 

those?  18 

 MR.  ALBRO:    I  cer ta in ly  do .  19 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I  a l so  unders tand 20 

tha t  app ra ise rs  tha t  adhere  to  a  se t  o f  s ta ndards  21 

wou ld  be  expected  to  a r r i ve  a t  subs tan t i a l l y  t he  22 

same,  g i ven a  ve ry  sma l l  marg in  o f  e r ro r ,  y ou  23 

shou ld  a r r i ve ,  us ing  those  s t andards ,  shou ld  24 

a r r i ve  a t  the  same conc lus ions  w i th in  a  sma l l  25 
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marg in  o f  e r ro r .   Wou ld  tha t  be  a  fa i r  s ta t ement?  2 

 MR.  ALBRO:    I  wou ld  expec t  so  i f  the  3 

appra i se rs  fo l l ow the  s tandards  tha t  t hey  a re  4 

he ld  to  they  w i l l  app ly  the  approp r ia te  5 

me thodo logy .  6 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Cons is ten t ly  app l i ed  7 

you wou ld  genera l l y  come to  a  s imi la r  conc l us ion .  8 

 MR.  ALBRO:    Yes .  9 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Okay .   Now,  what  10 

you ' re  say ing ,  i f  I  unders tood  you  cor rec t l y ,  i s  11 

tha t  some o f  the  -  you  don ’ t  have exac t l y  an  12 

app les  to  app les  compar i son h e re  due  to  the  13 

va r ious  d i f f e ren t  c lass i f i ca t i ons .  14 

 MR.  ALBRO:    Yes ,  on  two  coun ts .   There ' s  15 

no t  an  app les  to  app les  when  one  compares  t he  16 

me thodo log ies  tha t  each ju r i sd ic t i on  mus t  a pp ly .   17 

I  don ' t  be l i eve  there ' s  an  app les- to -app les  18 

compar ison  w i th  some o f  the  o the r  -  some o f  the  19 

subs tan t ia l l y  h igher  percentages  tha t  have b een 20 

f l oa ted  around.   I  can ' t  imag ine  tha t  they  wou ld  21 

poss ib ly  be  fo l l ow ing  the  same p rocedure .  22 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    R igh t .   So  fo l low ing  23 

those procedures  you ' re  unab le  to  jus t i f y  t hose 24 

h igher  va lua t ions .  25 
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 MR.  ALBRO:    Tha t ' s  co r rec t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    That 's  wha t  you ' re  3 

say ing .   Okay .   No  ques t ions .   Thank  you .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    H i .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  6 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Oh .   I  8 

apo log ize .  9 

 When  you  men t ioned  before  tha t  t he  condos 10 

were  to  the  much  h ighe r  ex ten t  t han any th in g  11 

e l se .   How many  condos  a re  the re?  12 

 MR.  ALBRO:    I  know i t ' s  ove r  500.   I  13 

have  the  p rec ise  a l l oca t ion  i n  my repor t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    And how 15 

many  ren ta ls  a re  the re?  16 

 MR.  ALBRO:    The re  a re  569  condomin iums 17 

and 541 ren ta ls .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    The backup  19 

fo r  th is  i tem says  513  condomin iums and 486  20 

ren ta l s .   So  to  say  tha t  i t ' s  h igh ly ,  much more  21 

homestead because the  fac t  t ha t  they ' re  con dos ,  22 

i t ' s  a lmos t  50 /50 ,  cor rec t?   I t ' s  l i ke  55 /4 5 .  23 

 MR.  ALBRO:    I 'm  sor ry .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Be fo re  you  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  50 Full Legislature – 8-15-16 

sa id  i t ' s  p r imar i l y  condomin iums  but  i t ' s  r ea l l y  2 

no t .   I t ' s  55  pe rcen t  to  45  pe rcen t .   And t he  3 

d i f f e rence  there ,  f rom wha t  I  unders tand  -  I  4 

unders tand  the  condomin iums go ing  under  5 

homestead,  because  homes tead  i s  bas i ca l l y  wh at  6 

ou r  homes are  ra ted  a t ,  and the  ren ta l s  wou ld  be  7 

more  o f  a  commerc ia l  ra t ing  because i t ' s  a  8 

commerc ia l  bu i l d ing ,  an  apar tmen t  bu i l d ing ,  9 

tha t ' s  where  the  15  pe rcen t  came in ,  f rom w hat  I  10 

unders tand ,  and  the  7  pe rcen t  was homestead .   The 11 

average tha t  I  unders tood they  worked ou t  w as to  12 

11  percent .  13 

 MR.  ALBRO:    I  can ' t  speak  fo r  t ha t  15 .   14 

I ' d  be  p leased to  rev iew  and  ana lyze  any th i ng  pu t  15 

fo r th .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    How d id  17 

they  come up  w i th  a  10  percen t  tha t  you men t ioned 18 

las t  t ime,  the  b lended  10 pe rcen t?  19 

 MR.  ALBRO:    I  don ' t  have a  b lended 10  20 

pe rcen t .   I  have  a  b lended  ana lyses  and I ' v e  been 21 

asked to  fo l l ow  up  and  compu te .   I ' ve  de ter m ined  22 

the  marke t  va lues ,  t he  assessmen ts ,  and the n  o f f  23 

the  assessmen ts  the  taxes .   That  was  comple t ed .   24 

Then  I  was  asked  to  s imp ly  a l l oca te  them am ong  25 
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the  va r ious  d is t r i c t s .   I  d idn ' t  compu te  an d  2 

a r r i ve  a t  any  pe rcen t .   I ' ve  done my  ana lys i s  3 

f i rs t ,  had  my  resu l t s ,  and  i t ' s  a  ma themat i ca l  4 

t ru i sm to  jus t  t ake  the  compu ted  taxes  fo r  each 5 

sec t ion  and d iv ide  i t  by  the  to ta l .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    What  7 

pe rcen t  does  the  county  no rma l ly  ge t  f o r  8 

commerc ia l  bu i l d ings?  9 

 MR.  ALBRO:   I  don ' t  know i f  t here  is  a  10 

s tandard .   That ' s  a  w ide - rang ing  ques t ion ,  w ha t  11 

i s  norma l .    12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I s  Maur i ce  13 

he re?  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    No ,  he 's  no t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  th ink  16 

tha t ' s  impor tan t .   Th i s  i s  a  m ixed  use  p ro j ec t .   17 

We ' re  say ing  45  pe rcen t  i s  go ing  to  be  comm erc ia l  18 

and 55  percen t  w i l l  be  the  homes tead .   I t ' s  19 

rea l l y  -  i t ' s  a  b ig  d i f f e rence ,  tha t ' s  wher e  the  20 

b ig  pe rcen tage as  to  how much  the  coun ty  i s  21 

en t i t l ed  to  comes f rom.  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    The Mayor  wou ld  23 

l i ke  to  speak  fo r  a  moment .  24 

 MAYOR SPINELLO:     Le t  me t r y  to  -  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Wi th  a l l  due  2 

respec t ,  whe the r  you  agree  or  no t .  3 

 MAYOR SPINELLO:    Le t  me  t ry  to  speak in  4 

va ry  l ay  te rms on th is  because  obv ious ly  I ' m  not  5 

an  assesso r .  6 

 Th is  15  mi l l i on  or  wha teve r  number ,  7 

what 's  go ing  on  he re  i s  qu i te  s imp ly  the  8 

d i f f e rence  in  the  assessment  i s  tha t  t he  co ndos 9 

a re  assessed  fo r  t he  c i t y .   The c i ty  assess ed 10 

those condos  a t  500 mi l l ion .   The coun ty ,  b ecause 11 

o f  t he  i ncome tha t  t hey  assessed  them a t  ab out  12 

150 mi l l ion .   So  you r  d i f f e rence  i s  350 mi l l ion .   13 

That 's  why  the  percentage is  much lower ,  be cause  14 

the  c i ty  can  on ly  assess  the  way  they  can,  as  15 

homestead,  and the  county  assesses  i n  C lass  2  and 16 

C lass  4 .   The re  is  no  d i f f e rence  here ,  okay .   The 17 

on ly  d i f fe rence  is  tha t  one pe rcen t ,  t ha t  m arg in  18 

o f  e r ro r .   The ave rage  d is t r i bu t ion  tha t  the  19 

coun ty  ge ts  o f  t axes  i n  G len  Cove is  about  7 .5  20 

pe rcen t .   Ac tua l l y ,  i t  t u rns  ou t  t ha t  i t ' s  l ess  21 

than  tha t .    22 

 When  you  ta l k  abou t  15  percen t ,  what  23 

you ' re  rea l l y  re fe r r ing  to ,  t ha t ' s  i f  the  c oun ty  24 

assessed  the  who le  p ro jec t .   Bu t  t he  county  i sn ' t  25 
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co l l ec t i ng  the  c i t y  tax  o r  t he  schoo l  tax  o r  2 

b i l l i ng  them a t  tha t  ra te .   The c i ty  b i l l s  a t  3 

the i r  ra te .   The  schoo l  b i l l s  a t  t he i r  ra te .   The 4 

coun ty 's  por t ion ,  okay ,  in  re la t ion  to  a l l  t he  5 

taxes  is  abou t  7 .5  percent ,  i t ' s  ac tua l l y  a  6 

l i t t le  b i t  l ess .   What  we ' re  ask ing  fo r  her e  i s  7 

abou t  6 .4  pe rcen t .   So  you  wou ld  have 21  mi l l i on .   8 

You 'd  be  ge t t ing  21 .5 .   Even  i f  tha t  7 .7  wa s  9 

co r rec t  there  wou ld  be  a  de l ta  o f  abou t  $4  10 

m i l l ion .    11 

 The rea l  d i f f e rence he re  i s  i n  the  12 

recu r r ing  revenue tha t  you ' re  go ing  to  ge t ,  wh ich  13 

to ta ls  about  ove r  $60 mi l l ion .   There  is  a  po t  o f  14 

abou t  $96 mi l l i on  fo r  the  coun ty ,  o f  wh ich  about  15 

$6  m i l l i on  i s  p ro jec ted  to  be  expenses .   Th e  16 

coun ty  has  abou t  a  15  t ime  mu l t i p le  he re .   So 17 

there  rea l l y  i s  -  18 

 We ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  someth ing  and I  th ink  19 

we ' re  ge t t ing  o f f  t rack .   The  fac t  i s  i t  i s  a  20 

s imp le  dev ia t ion .   The  amoun t  o f  money  tha t ' s  the  21 

d i f f e rence  -  $4  mi l l ion  is  a  l o t  o f  money to  22 

anyone  ove r  40  yea rs .   I n  the  end,  the  amou n t  23 

tha t  you ' re  ge t t ing  -  fo r  eve ry  mi l l ion  tha t  you  24 

say  you ' re  l os ing  you ' re  go ing  to  p i ck  up  o ver  25 
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th ree  mi l l ion .   I  th ink  th is  i s  becoming  2 

someth ing  b igge r  than the  who le  pro jec t .    3 

 The who le  pro jec t  i s  sp i t t ing  o f f  $622  4 

m i l l ion  in  revenue .   The  schoo l  i s  go ing  to  ge t  5 

292 mi l l ion .   The coun ty  i s  go ing  to  ge t  96  6 

m i l l ion .   The C i ty  o f  G len  Co ve is  go ing  to  ge t  7 

76  m i l l i on .   The  l ib ra ry  i s  go ing  to  ge t  e i gh t  8 

m i l l ion .   The re ' s  over  1 ,000  jobs  he re .   Th e re 's  9 

$40 mi l l ion  o r  more  in  pay ro l l .   The re 's  $5 0  10 

m i l l ion  go ing  i n to  the  l oca l  economy.    11 

 Th is  i s  a  p ro jec t  tha t ' s  20  years  in  the  12 

mak ing .   Eve ry th ing  the  C i ty  has  done -  we 13 

fo l l owed  a l l  the  ru les  tha t  t he  C i ty  c rea te d  to  14 

t r y  to  make th i s  p ro jec t  work .   And tha t  b r i ngs  15 

us  r igh t  t o  here .   Your  vo te  i s  c r i t i ca l .   16 

There ' s  peop le  here  look ing  fo r  jobs  and  th e re 's  17 

a  lo t  o f  j obs  to  be  had in  the  county .   I  w ou ld  18 

apprec ia te  you vo t ing  on  th i s  in  you r  suppo r t .  19 

 MR.  BECKER:    Madam Cha i r ,  does  any  o the r  20 

l eg i s la to rs  have  ques t ions  fo r  t he  assessor  -  21 

SVS,  ra the r?  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    No .   23 

 MR.  BECKER:    A re  we  f in ished?  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  jus t  wan t  25 
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to  make one s ta temen t .  2 

 You ' re  say ing  i t ' s  a  s imp le  dev ia t ion  -  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You ' re  4 

i n te r rup t i ng .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Go  ahead ,  6 

Norma.   I ' l l  wa i t  fo r  you.   Go  ahead .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  8 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton .   Be  b r ie f .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  jus t  wan t  10 

to  make one s ta temen t .   To  say  a  s imp le  11 

dev ia t ion ,  okay ,  t ha t ' s  g rea t ,  bu t  we don ' t  know 12 

the  exac t  number .   How do we  know tha t ' s  a  s imp le  13 

dev ia t ion?   We don ' t  know wha t  we ' re  dev ia t i ng  14 

f rom.   We don ' t  know wha t  we ' re  dev ia t ing  t o .   15 

There  are  so  many d i f f e ren t  f o rmulas ,  Regg i e .   16 

Whethe r  o r  no t  t he  bu i ld ing  i s  bu i l t  ou t  o r  ha l f  17 

bu i l t  ou t ,  t he  va lues  are  comp le te ly  d i f fe r en t .  18 

 MAYOR SPINELLO:    The who le  va lua t ion  is  19 

done  on the  bu i l d  ou t .   I t ' s  no t  done a  par t ia l ,  20 

okay .   You ' re  f i gu r ing  you r  tax  base  based on the  21 

comp le t i on  o f  t he  pro jec t .   And there  are  n o  22 

d i f f e ren t  fo rmu las .   The re  i s  one fo rmula  f o r  the  23 

C i ty  and  the re  i s  one fo rmula  fo r  the  Count y .   24 

Th is  i s  no t  rocket  sc ience .   I t ' s  ve ry ,  ver y  25 
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s imp le .   The  numbers  a re  rea l .  2 

 The dev ia t ion  i s  we ' re  ask ing  the  coun ty  3 

to  take  a  l i t t l e  b i t  l ess ,  t ha t ' s  i t .   Ever y th ing  4 

e l se  i s  fu l l  va lue .   You  ge t  t he  ren ta l  tax es ,  5 

you ge t  fu l l  va lue  a f te r  yea r  20 .   So there ' s  a  6 

l o t  o f  d i f fe ren t  components  to  th i s .   Th is  i s  the  7 

smal les t  component  o f  a l l  o f  t hem in  the  to ta l  8 

va lue  o f  t he  pro jec t .   I  app rec ia te  tha t  yo u ' re  9 

t r y ing  to  p ro tec t ,  bu t  i f  we  don ' t  have th i s  10 

p ro jec t  we  can be  argu ing  abou t  no th ing  t im es 11 

no th ing  is  no th ing .   So we  need th is  p ro jec t  t o  12 

have  someth ing  i n  everybody 's  k i t t y .   Th is  i s  13 

cash  pos i t i ve  f rom day  one  fo r  eve ry  s ing le  14 

j u r i sd ic t i on .  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    My  suggest ing  is  16 

tha t  we open  i t  up  to  the  pub l ic .    17 

 A re  you comp le ted  w i th  you r  p resen ta t i on ,  18 

Mr .  A lb ro?  19 

 MR.  ALBRO:   I  wou ld  jus t  l i ke  to  c la r i f y ,  20 

because there  was a  ques t ion  on  the  seeming  21 

d i sc repancy  i n  the  number  o f  condomin iums.   I  22 

th ink  the  number  tha t  you had  d id  no t  inc lu de the  23 

work fo rce  hous ing  componen t  tha t  I  had  inc l uded 24 

in  my coun t .   So  tha t  wou ld  speak to  the  25 
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d i f f e ren t  in  the  count .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Jus t  f o r  3 

the  reco rd ,  do  you  wan t  to  pu t  t he  exac t  am oun t  -  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    What ' s  t he  5 

work fo rce  hous ing?   What  i s  t ha t  number?  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    111,  t ha t ' s  7 

separa te .   You have a  d i f f e ren t  number  fo r  t h i s .  8 

 MR.  ALBRO:   I  can  exp la in  tha t .  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    P lease  exp la in  10 

i t .  11 

 MR.  ALBRO:    The re  a re  an  add i t i ona l  56  12 

work fo rce  condomin ium apar tmen ts  and  55  13 

a f fo rdab le  ren ta ls ,  so  tha t  wou ld  add up  to  tha t  14 

f i gu re .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  the  486  16 

fo r  the  ren ta l ,  where  d id  you  ge t  tha t  numb er  17 

f rom?  Tha t ' s  i n  the  backup.  18 

 MR.  ALBRO:    The  486  i s  marke t  ra te  19 

hous ing  and the  add i t i ona l  a re  the  a f fo rdab le  20 

hous ing .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    And how 22 

many  condomin iums do  you  have ?   Because th i s  i s  23 

over  the  number  tha t  we 've  been see ing  then .  24 

 MR.  ALBRO:    I 'm  no t  sure  o f  t ha t .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  58 Full Legislature – 8-15-16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I f  you  2 

don ' t  know the  number  o f  condos and the  num ber  -  3 

 MR.  ALBRO:    We know the  number .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I t  mat te rs  5 

w i th  the  ra te ,  j us t  so  you  unders tand,  what ' s  6 

commerc ia l  and wha t ' s  p r iva te .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    R igh t  now we  have 8 

the  pub l ic  ou t  t he re  wa i t i ng  to  be  heard .   I  ask  9 

you,  once aga in ,  t o  adhere  to  the  th ree  min u te  10 

l im i t .   I f  you  ove rs tep  the  t h ree  minu tes ,  I 'm  11 

go ing  to  ask  you  s tep  down  and  come back  a f te r  12 

everybody e l se  has  had  a  tu rn .  13 

 MR.  BECKER:    Madam Cha i r ,  he  jus t  needs  14 

to  c la r i f y  one th ing .  15 

 MR.  ALBRO:    To  c la r i f y ,  t he re  a re  a  16 

to ta l  o f  569  condomin iums,  o f  wh ich  56  a re  t he  17 

a f fo rdab le .  18 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Le t ' s  beg in  19 

pub l ic  comment .   The  f i r s t  speaker  i s  Andre w 20 

Lawrence .  21 

 MR.  LAWRENCE:    Good  a f te rnoon .   My name 22 

i s  D rew Lawrence .   I  sen t  a l l  the  leg i s la to rs  an  23 

emai l  las t  week  ou t l in ing  wha t  taxes ,  based  upon  24 

today ' s  ra tes ,  wou ld  be  w i thou t  a  P ILOT and  what  25 
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i t  wou ld  be  i f  a  P ILOT occur red  and was app roved .  2 

 As  no ted  i n  tha t  ema i l ,  I  am p ro -3 

deve lopmen t ,  jus t  opposed to  f inanc ing  i t .   I  4 

spen t  seven yea rs  on  the  Board  o f  the  C i ty  o f  5 

G len  Cove Commun i t y  Deve lopmen t  Agency  wher e  we 6 

redes igned  the  p ro jec t  and  came to  an  ag ree men t  7 

w i th  Rex  Corp  i n  2012,  wh ich  requ i red  them to  8 

f i nance,  cons t ruc t ,  and ma in ta in  the  ameni t i es  9 

tha t  t h i s  P ILOT,  i n  pa r t ,  wou ld  be  s la ted  t o  10 

f i nance.  11 

 Leg is la t ion  was  passed  by  the  C i ty  12 

Counc i l  in  2013 ,  fu r ther  reco gn ized the  13 

requ i remen t  fo r  Rex Corp  to  f i nance,  14 

cons t ruc t i on ,  and ma in ta in  those  ameni t i es .   And  15 

a l though  the re  was  some cons idera t ion  o f  a  P ILOT 16 

be ing  contemp la ted  a t  tha t  t ime,  i t  was  nev e r  17 

i n tended  tha t  a  P ILOT be  used  to  f inance  an y  18 

po r t ion  o f  t he  p ro jec t .   I n  fac t ,  the  Four t h  19 

Amendment  to  the  con t rac t  spec i f i ca l l y  s ta t ed  20 

tha t  ne i ther  the  C i t y  no r  i t s  agenc ies  were  to  21 

p rov ide  f i nanc ing .  22 

 Rex Corp  c la ims  tha t  t he  i nc reases  i n  23 

cons t ruc t i on  cos ts  requ i re  the  f inanc ing .   But  24 

Rex Corp  i s  no t  tak ing  i n to  c ons idera t ion  i n  the  25 
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d i scuss ion  the  downturn  in  the  economy tha t  d rove 2 

the  pr ices  down  in  2008.   I f  any th ing ,  we a re  3 

on ly  j us t  rea l i z ing  a  s l igh t  r i se  above cos ts  a t  4 

tha t  t ime.  5 

 The coun ty  assesso r ' s  le t te r  o f  8 /10 /16  6 

addresses  ques t ions  f rom the  l eg is la tu re .   I t  7 

ou t l ines  i n  spreadshee ts  app l i ed  tha t  the  n on-8 

homestead pe rcen tage ,  wh ich  i s  app l i cab le  t o  9 

abou t  two- th i rds  o f  the  pro jec t ,  i s  seven 10 

pe rcen t .   Th i s  does  no t  mean  a  seven  percen t  tax  11 

ra te .   Th ink  o f  a  p ie .   I f  you  cu t  a  sma l l  p ie  12 

and take  seven  percent  and  th en taken seven  13 

pe rcen t  o f  a  la rge r  p ie ,  you  ge t  more  f rom the  14 

l a rger  p ie .   The  in fo rma t ion  p rov ided as  on ly  15 

based on  the  sma l l  p ie  o f  undeve loped land.   The  16 

la rger  p ie ,  o r  deve loped  land ,  a t  bu i l d  ou t  i s  17 

no t  addressed .   However ,  t h i s  was addressed  in  18 

the  sp readsheet  tha t  I  sen t  t o  you .  19 

 The PILOT proposa l  i t se l f  ra i ses  numerous  20 

ques t ions .   How d id  they  a r i se  a t  the  f i gur es  21 

p resen ted?   On wha t  d id  they  base them?  Wh a t  22 

a l te rna t ive  was  rev iewed?  I s  the  PILOT fo r  the  23 

en t i re  p ro jec t  o r  jus t  t he  commerc ia l  po r t i on?   24 

Why don ' t  they  eve r  ment ion  the  FE IS  o r  the  cos ts  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  61 Full Legislature – 8-15-16 

assoc ia ted  w i th  the  pro jec t  t o  the  a f fec ted  tax  2 

j u r i sd ic t i ons  i n  re la t ionsh ip  to  the  p ropos ed 3 

revenue?   Why  haven ' t  they  app l i ed  fo r  a  4 

supp lementa l  E IS ,  as  th i s  p roposa l  has  a  ma jor  5 

impact  on  tha t  documen t  and SEQRA wou ld  req u i re  6 

i t ?  7 

 No  exp lana t ions  have  been o f fe red .   They  8 

cont inue  to  pu t  the  ca r t  be fo re  the  ho rse  a nd 9 

bo th  Rex  Corp  and the  c i ty  agenc ies  are  in  b reach 10 

o f  con t rac t  by  do ing  so .    11 

 I t  keeps  be ing  hammered in to  us  tha t  12 

w i thou t  the  p ro jec t  there  is  no  money.   But  13 

w i thou t  the  p ro jec t  there  are  a l so  no  cos ts .   14 

We ' re  to ld  t ime  is  o f  the  essence bu t  the  15 

p roper ty  can ' t  be  t rans fer red  un t i l  nex t  ye a r ,  16 

when  the  DEC and  the  EPA have  f i n i shed  the i r  17 

c leanup.   The  on ly  rush  a t  hand is  the  mayor 's  18 

need  to  f i l l  a  ho le  in  h is  budge t  he  c rea te d  19 

us ing  one-shot  revenue ,  un rea l i zed  p ro jec ted  20 

revenues ,  and  h i s  th rea t  o f  o the rw ise  ra is i ng  21 

taxes  to  cove r  i t  i s  bu t  a  ve in  e f fo r t  t o  g e t  h i s  22 

way.  23 

 CLERK PULITZER:    S i r ,  you r  t ime  has  24 

exp i red .  25 
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 MR.  LAWRENCE:   I  have one mor e  parag raph .  2 

 No  mat te r  how you look  a t  th i s  p roposa l  3 

i s  bo i l s  down  to  the  l osses  o f  m i l l i ons  o f  4 

do l l a rs  in  tax  revenue  and  p rov ides  the  dev e loper  5 

w i th  sav ings  tha t  meet  o r  exceed  the  en t i re  cos t  6 

o f  t he  cons t ruc t ion  o f  t he  p ro jec t .    7 

 Pass ing  o f  t h is  P ILOT is  no t  i n  the  bes t  8 

i n te res t  o f  t he  coun ty  res iden ts  a t  a l l .   I t  on l y  9 

se rves  the  i n te res t  o f  Rex  Corp .   I  wou ld  10 

respec t fu l l y  request  t ha t  th i s  body  deny  th i s  11 

P ILOT fo r  the  bes t  i n te res t  o f  t he  peop le  t hey  12 

se rve .   I  wou ld  a l so  fu r ther  no te  tha t  t he  N assau 13 

Coun ty  IDA has  a  po l i cy  o f  p rov id ing  P ILOTs  tha t  14 

a re  issued  fo r  a  max imum o f  t en  years ;  t h is  i s  15 

40 .  16 

 I  a l so  wonder  i f  t h i s  p roposa l  wou ld  be  17 

cons idered  a  con t rac t  be tween  the  C i ty  o f  G len  18 

Cove  and  the  County  o f  Nassau  and sub jec t  t o  N IFA 19 

rev iew.    20 

 Aga in ,  p lease  deny  th i s  p roposa l  f o r  a l l  21 

the  res idents  o f  Nassau Coun ty .   Thank  you.  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Pasqua le  23 

Cervas io .  24 

 MR.  CERVASIO:    Good  a f te rnoon .   Pasqua le  25 
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Cervas io ,  111  Sea C l i f f  Avenue ,  G len  Cove.   Thank 2 

you fo r  the  oppor tun i t y  you ' re  o f fe r ing  me.  3 

 When  a l l  t he  dus t  se t t les  and  a l l  the  fog  4 

c lea rs  the re  is  the  rea l i t y  o f  $622 mi l l ion  o f  5 

revenues  fo r  a l l  t he  mun ic ipa l i t ies  concern ed -  6 

schoo l  d is t r i c t ,  c i t y ,  county ,  and  l ib ra ry .    7 

 One wou ld  th ink  tha t  w i thout  t he  P ILOTs,  8 

w i thou t  the  bond  i ssue  we wou ld  have  more .   No .  9 

In  fac t ,  i t ' s  t o ta l l y  no t  t rue .   W i thout  th e  10 

P ILOTs ,  w i thout  the  bond  i ssue  we wou ld  hav e  11 

no th ing .   In  fac t ,  I  wou ld  th ink  tha t  the  s cope 12 

o f  t he  IDA,  th i s  county ,  t h i s  c i ty  o r  whate ver  13 

o the r  incent i ve  the  mun ic ipa l i t y  uses  is  jus t  14 

tha t ,  to  g ran t  f ac i l i t a t ions  and  incen t i ves  to  15 

deve lopers  and inves to rs  to  come in to  the  16 

commun i t y  to  inves t  and c rea te  j obs  and c re a te  17 

oppor tun i t ies .  18 

 I  am w i l l i ng  to  be t  tha t  Suf fo lk  Count ,  19 

Essex  Coun ty ,  o r  Sussex  Coun ty  wou ld  be  more  than 20 

happy to  we lcome in to  the i r  ne ighborhoods $ 1  21 

b i l l i on  deve lopmen t ,  wh ich  i t  w i l l  c rea te  a t  t he  22 

end o f  t he  day ,  $622  m i l l i on  o f  revenues  fo r  t he  23 

mun ic ipa l i t i es .  24 

 I  beg o f  you  -  cu t  t h rough  the  c lu t te r ,  25 
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cu t  to  the  chase ,  see th rough  the  fog .   The  dus t  2 

has  se t t led .   I t  i s  t ime  fo r  you  to  se r ious  g i ve  3 

the  cons idera t i on  tha t  t h i s  p ro jec t  dese rve s  4 

a f te r  hav ing  endured  20  years  o f  agon iz ing  5 

sc ru t i ny .  P lease ,  p lease ,  p lease  approve  th i s  6 

p ro jec t .   Th i s  i s  good  fo r  t he  county .   I t ' s  good 7 

fo r  the  c i ty .   I t ' s  good  fo r  a l l  t he  8 

mun ic ipa l i t i es  concerned .  9 

 No t  on ly  $622  m i l l ion ,  bu t  l ook  a t  wha t  10 

the  t r i ck le  e f fec t  o f  $1  b i l l i on  i nves tment  w i l l  11 

b r ing  in to  the  l oca l  economy.   I t ' s  the  fac tor  -  12 

the  mu l t ip ly ing  fac tor  o f  ten ,  and  tha t  i s  a  very  13 

conserva t i ve  fac to r ,  i s  used,  tha t ' s  $10  b i l l i on  14 

wor th  o f  commerce tha t  w i l l  be  genera te  w i t h in  15 

the  commun i t y ,  w i th in  the  coun ty .  16 

 You ' re  no t  shor t chang ing  you rse l f  one 17 

io ta .   You ' re  on ly  sho r t chang ing  you rse l f  o f  18 

every th ing  i f  you  don ' t  approve th is  p ro jec t .  19 

 Thank you.  20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Pau l  Baserman.  21 

 MR.  BASERMAN:    H i .   Good a f te rnoon.   22 

Pau l  Baserman ,  Sea  C l i f f ,  Nassau  County .  23 

 I  bas i ca l l y  have  a  ques t ion  to  pose to  24 

the  leg i s la tu re .   Has  the  EPA ru l i ng  happen ed?   I  25 
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be l i eve  on  the  bas is  o f  tha t  and  the  assess o r ' s  2 

repo r t  t he  who le  sub jec t  was  tab led  las t  me e t ing .   3 

Cou ld  anybody  answer  tha t?  4 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I t  was  no t  t ab led  5 

based on  the  EPA.   I t  was  based on  the  a l lo ca t ion  6 

o f  t he  assessor ' s  repo r t .  7 

 MR.  BASERMAN:    Okay .   Tha t  was my  8 

unders tand ing  a t  f i ve  o ' c lock  on  Augus t  1 ,  t ha t  9 

there  was an  EPA repor t  awa i t i ng .   But  anyw ay.  10 

 I ' d  l i ke  to  make  a  po in t  abou t  the  11 

env i ronmen ta l  impact ,  wh ich  i s  bas ica l l y  th e  12 

i ncreased popu la t i on  tha t  w i l l  be  invo lved in  the  13 

conso l ida ted  sewage and wa te r  t rea tmen t  14 

i n i t ia t i ve .  15 

 We a re  l ook ing  a t  a  20 ,000  res iden t  16 

i ncrease  on  the  bu rden  tha t ' s  be ing  pu t  upo n  our  17 

sys tem,  tha t  i s  the  t rea tmen t  p lan t  in  G len  Cove .   18 

A re  we  p repared  fo r  tha t  and  an  add i t i ona l ,  19 

pe rhaps,  7 ,000 more  res idents  p lus  bus iness es ,  20 

s tuden ts ,  tou r i s ts ,  da i l y  v i s i to rs  to  the  a r ea?  21 

Cou ld  anybody  respond to  tha t  w i thou t  recou rse  to  22 

the  EPA? 23 

 I 'm sugges t ing  tha t  tha t ' s  a  68  pe rcen t  24 

o f  t he  p resen t  demand on  the  t rea tment  p lan t  i n  25 
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G len  Cove,  tha t  i s  t he  i nc reased  20,000 new  2 

res idents  f rom the  sur round ing  communi t i es  and  3 

the  deve lopment .   Wi l l  our  i n f ras t ruc ture  b e  4 

adequa te?  I f  no t ,  how a re  we  go ing  to  pay  fo r  a  5 

new t rea tmen t  p lan t  when  we ' re  bas ica l l y  f l oa t ing  6 

a  bond  to  pay  fo r  th is  deve lopment?   I  t h in k  th i s  7 

i s  t he  downs t ream ques t ion  tha t  I 'm pos ing  to  8 

you.  9 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    We ' l l  be  -  10 

apparent ly  tha t  was addressed  in  the  repor t  and 11 

we  can  p rov ide  you  w i th  an  answer  to  tha t .   12 

Counse l  i s  l ook ing  r igh t  now.   I  don ' t  know  i f  13 

anyone  f rom the  c i ty  has  the  answer  a t  t he i r  14 

f i nger t i ps ,  i n  te rms  o f  whethe r  the  add i t io na l  15 

sewage  capac i t i es  -  whethe r  add i t i ona l  capa c i t y  16 

ex is ts  fo r  any  add i t iona l  sewer  usage by  th e  17 

deve lopmen t .   Mayor ,  do  you know? 18 

 MAYOR SPINELLO:    I  be l i eve  the  sewer  a  19 

capac i ty  o f  abou t  5 .5  mi l l ion  ga l l ons  pe r  d ay .   20 

R igh t  now i t ' s  somewhere  be tween  th ree  and 3 .5  21 

m i l l ion  a  day .   Th is  p ro jec t  w i l l  add about  22 

350,000 a  day  o r  someth ing .   I t ' s  min ima l .  23 

 MR.  BASERMAN:   I 'm  say ing  in  add i t ion  to  24 

the  f i na l  conso l ida t ion  o f  f ou r  commun i t ies  -  25 
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tha t  i s  G len  Head,  G lenwood Land ing ,  Sea  C l i f f  i n  2 

add i t i on  to  the  presen t  G len  Cove demand .  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Here ' s  the  th ing .   4 

That  i s  an  i ssue  tha t  you can  ra ise  w i th  th e  C i t y  5 

and we ' l l  t r y  t o  ge t  you  an  answer  here .   B u t  ou r  6 

focus  today  i s  t he  a l l oca t ion  issue,  as  to  7 

whethe r  the  coun ty  shou ld  accept  the  P ILOT.   We 8 

a re  no t  approv ing  the  en t i re  p ro jec t .   We a re  no t  9 

oversee ing  the  env i ronmenta l  remed ia t i on ;  t ha t ' s  10 

i n  the  hands  o f  someone e l se .   The  on ly  i ss ue fo r  11 

us  as  a  coun ty  i s  to  de termine  we w i l l  acce p t  an  12 

a l loca t i on  tha t ' s  lower  than  wha t  we  wou ld  be  13 

ge t t ing ,  i n  te rms o f  t axes .  14 

 The repor t  f rom Camo ine (phone t i c )  15 

Assoc ia tes  does  ind i ca te  o r  bear  ou t  wha t  t he  16 

mayor  jus t  sa id ,  i n  te rms o f  t he  add i t iona l  17 

300,000-p lus  ga l lons  per  day  and  tha t  there  is  18 

adequa te  capac i t y  o f  t he  c i t y  to  accommodat e  the  19 

p ro jec t .  20 

 MR.  BASERMAN:   I  j us t  re i t e ra te  fo r  a l l  21 

assemb led tha t  t he re  w i l l  be  a  68  pe rcen t  22 

i ncrease  -  23 

 CLERK PULITZER:    S i r ,  you r  t ime  has  24 

exp i red .  25 
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 MR.  BASERMAN:    My  in i t i a l  s ta tement  was  2 

under  th ree  m inu tes .   I 'm engag ing  i n  a  d ia logue .  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Jus t  f in ish  up .   4 

You can f i n i sh .  5 

 MR.  BASERMAN:    I  los t  my t ra in  o f  6 

though t .  7 

 My  po in t  i s  t ha t  t he  68  pe rcen t  w i l l  8 

pe rhaps overwhe lm the  sys tem and  we w i l l  ha ve to  9 

rep lace  i t  somehow,  w i th  mon ies  f rom where?   10 

Bor row ing?   I f  t ha t ' s  on ly  a  c i t y  ma t te r  an d  I 'm  11 

wast ing  the  coun ty 's  t ime,  then I  apo log ize .  12 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    You made  you r  13 

po in t .   There  i s  a  response f rom the  mayor  a nd  14 

f rom the  ana lys i s .  15 

 MR.  BASERMAN:    Okay .   Thank  you  very  16 

much .  17 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Thank  you.   18 

 Mayor  Bruce Kennedy.  19 

 MAYOR KENNEDY:    Good a f te rnoon.   Lad ies  20 

and gent lemen  o f  t he  Leg is la tu re ,  on  August  13  I  21 

sent  you  an  e-ma i l  regard ing  the  l as t  hear in g  on  22 

th is  p roposa l .   F i rs t  o f f ,  as  I  s ta ted  i n  t ha t  e -23 

ma i l ,  I  re i t e ra te  tha t  t he  p roposa l  be fo re  you  24 

wou ld  a id  an  un lawfu l  ac t i on  taken  by  the  G len  25 
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Cove  IDA in  wh ich  i t  has  agreed to  par t i c ip a te  i n  2 

cos ts  tha t  i s  en t i re ly  the  respons ib i l i t y  a nd 3 

l ega l  l i ab i l i t y  o f  t he  redeve loper  i n  accor dance  4 

w i th  the  exp ress  te rms  o f  an  agreement  w i th  the  5 

redeve loper .   Ye t ,  now on the  backs  o f  a l l  Nassau 6 

Coun ty  res idents  you  a re  be ing  asked  to  sup por t  7 

th is  un lawfu l  f i nanc ia l  scheme.  8 

 The te rms o f  the  agreement  ca nno t  be  more  9 

c lea r .   Un l i ke  the  de ta i l s  o f  th is  app l i ca t i on  10 

tha t  have been h idden f rom your  v iew ,  a  cop y  o f  11 

tha t  agreemen t  was  p rov ided to  you  we l l  in  12 

advance,  hav ing  the  chance  to  rev iew  i t  be f o re  13 

render ing  a  dec i s ion .   Now the  IDA and  the  14 

redeve loper  wan t  tax  b reaks  so  tha t  the  res t  o f  15 

Nassau  County  res idents  can subs id ize  th is  i l l -16 

adv i sed and un lawfu l  f inanc ia l  scheme.    Fo r  the  17 

l eg i s la tu re  to  app rove  the  reso lu t ion  is  to  18 

become compl i c i t  i n  th is  t ransgress ion .  19 

 As  a  po in t  o f  f ac t ,  the  redeve loper  i s  20 

a l so  seek ing  sa les  tax  aba tem ents  and mor tga ge  21 

reco rd ing  tax  abatemen ts .   As  i t  r e la tes  to  the  22 

p roposa l  be fo re  you,  t he re  i s  s t i l l  a  g rea t  dea l  23 

o f  i n fo rma t ion .  24 

 The c i ty  submiss ion  o f  t he  Garv ies  Po in t  25 
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Tax  A l loca t i on  B i -pa rce l ,  as  p repared by  SVS ,  i s  2 

i naccu ra te .   The  repor t  c la ims  tha t  the  coun ty  3 

a l loca t i on  o f  p roper ty  taxes  fo r  C lass  4  4 

p roper t i es  i s  6 .7  pe rcen t ,  bu t  t he  county  5 

assessor 's  o f f i ce  s ta tes  i t ' s  c loser  to  7 .7  6 

pe rcen t .   The  d i f f e rence  be tween  these  two 7 

a l loca t i on  numbers  i s  no t  w i th in  an  accepta b le  8 

marg in  o f  e r ro r .   I t  i s  a  13  percent  d i f fe r ence.  9 

 Desp i te  these  two numbers ,  I  have a  copy  10 

-  and I  w i l l  submi t  i t  as  soo n  as  I 'm done.   I  11 

have  a  copy  o f  a  2016 C i ty  o f  G len  Cove tax  b i l l  12 

fo r  a  p roper t y  tha t  c lea r l y  s ta tes  the  a l lo ca t ion  13 

o f  t axes  to  the  coun ty  i s  9 .9  pe rcen t  and th a t  14 

was prepared  by  the  C i ty .  15 

 Fu r the rmore ,  the  SVS repor t  submi t ted  16 

recogn izes  tha t  there  are  C lass  2  pa rce l s  t ha t  17 

p rov ide  the  coun ty  w i th  an  18 .4  pe rcen t  18 

a l loca t i on .   SVS b lended  these  two  a l l oca t i on  19 

numbers  and p rov ided  a  13 .15  tax  a l l oca t ion  to  20 

the  coun ty .   I  a lso  have  tha t  and I  w i l l  su bmi t  21 

i t  when I 'm done .  22 

 Whethe r  you accept  the  9 .9  pe rcent  on  the  23 

tax  b i l l  o r  t he  13 .15  pe rcen t  i t ' s  a  g rea t  24 

depar tu re  f rom the  5 .5  percen t  o r  6 .7 ,  what eve r  25 
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the  mayor  i s  ask ing  fo r  now.  2 

 There  has  been ex tens i ve  ta l k  abou t  new 3 

revenues  to  the  coun ty  bu t  no  d i scuss ion  ab out  4 

the  cos ts  to  the  county  in  i n t roduc ing  1110  new 5 

res ident ia l  un i t s .   I t  i s  assumed tha t  t he  county  6 

tax  b i l l s  sen t  t o  p roper ty  owners  c lose ly  7 

represen t  the  ac tua l  cos ts  o f  se rv ices  p rov i ded 8 

by  the  county .   I f  I 'm  wrong  in  tha t  assump t ion ,  9 

I  ask  you to  s top  me  r igh t  now.  10 

 I  have  p repared  a  sp readshee t  o f  t he  11 

po ten t ia l  economic  impac t  to  the  county  by  12 

accept ing  the  P ILOT and dev ia t ion  schedu le  be ing  13 

p roposed  by  the  c i ty .   The  p roposed proper t i es  -  14 

 CLERK PULITZER:    S i r ,  you r  t ime  has  15 

exp i red .  16 

 MAYOR KENNEDY:    I 'm  jus t  f i n i sh ing  up .  17 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Thank you.  18 

 MAYOR KENNEDY:    P roposed proper t i es  were  19 

va lued  by  the  i ncome cap i ta l i za t ion  me thod,  and 20 

i t  assumes  the  cur ren t  va lue  o f  the  proper t y  21 

be ing  $11 mi l l i on .   I t  a l l ows  fo r  a  ten  yea r  fu l l  22 

bu i l d  ou t ,  cons ide rab ly  more  t ime than  the  c i t y  23 

and the  redeve loper  a re  promis ing  and a  fu l l  24 

bu i l d  ou t  va lue  o f  $1  b i l l i on ,  t he  amoun t  t he  25 
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deve loper  i s  c la im ing  tha t  he ' s  inves t ing  w i th  no  2 

markup .   Based  on these assum pt ions ,  t he  c i t y  3 

w i l l  be  hemor rhag ing  money  due  to  th is  p ro j ec t  4 

th rough 2053 .   Whi le  the  coun ty  w i l l  be  see ing  96  5 

m i l l ion  in  new revenues,  i t  w i l l  a lso  exper ience  6 

168 mi l l ion  i n  new expenses.   The nex t  7 

consequence w i l l  be  cons is ten t  annua l  losses  tha t  8 

to ta l  near ly  $72  m i l l i on  by  2053 .  9 

 I  ask  once  aga in  why  shou ld  a l l  the  10 

cu r ren t  taxpayers  in  the  coun ty  be  fo rced t o  11 

subs id ize  th i s  deve lopment  fo r  t he  nex t  40  yea rs .   12 

And I  thank  you  fo r  your  cons ide ra t i on  and you r  13 

vo te  o f  no .   I  w i l l  submi t  t hose  documen ts .  14 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Amy Pe te rs .  15 

 MS.  PETERS:    He l l o .   Amy Pe te rs ,  G len  16 

Cove ,  New York .   As  Mayor  Kennedy no ted ,  my  tax  17 

b i l l  as  a  G len  Cove taxpayer  i s  9 .9  pe rcent ,  so  I  18 

don ' t  know where  they ' re  ge t t i ng  tha t  7 .5  p e rcen t  19 

o r  l ess  number  f rom.   As  Mayor  Kennedy  po in t ed  20 

ou t ,  I  a lso  assume tha t  my  taxes  a re  bas ica l l y  i n  21 

l i ne  w i th  wha t  the  cos ts  a re .   I f  i t  r ea l l y  i s  22 

on ly  7 .5  percen t ,  where  is  t he  o ther  2 .7  pe rcent  23 

go ing?   Is  t ha t  a  p ro f i t  go ing  somewhere?  I 'd  24 

l i ke  to  know tha t .  25 
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 The o the r  th ing  I ' d  l i ke  to  say  is  I  2 

unders tand  tha t  deve lopmen ts  ge t  P ILOTs and  tax  3 

i ncent ives  to  come to  mun ic ipa l i t i es  to  dev e lop  4 

and to  c rea te  j obs ,  and I  am a l l  f o r  t ha t .   5 

Un fo r tunate l y ,  t h i s  pa r t i cu la r  deve lopment  i s  6 

be ing  shoved  down ou r  th roa ts .   They  a re  sa y ing  7 

i f  t hey  can ' t  bu i l d  i t  b ig ,  t hey  can ' t  bu i l d  i t  8 

a t  a l l ;  I  don ' t  be l i eve  tha t ' s  t rue .   Long I s land 9 

Bus iness  News  jus t  had  an  ar t i c l e  tha t  sa id  When  10 

Smal l  i s  B ig  and  showing  tha t  mun ic ipa l i t ie s  11 

ac ross  Long I s land  a re  bu i ld ing  much  sma l le r  12 

deve lopmen ts  and  hav ing  grea t  success  w i th  t hem,  13 

w i th  g rea t  res iden t  suppor t .   I  don ' t  see  t he  14 

res ident ia l  suppor t  fo r  th is  deve lopment  15 

anywhere .  16 

 The o the r  th ing  I ' d  l i ke  to  say  is  17 

rega rd ing  the  tax  revenue.   They ' re  ge t t ing  18 

P ILOTs ,  wh ich  i s  subs tan t i a l l y  l ess  than  wha t  the  19 

no rmal  tax  revenue  s t ream wou ld  be .   Tha t  P ILOT 20 

was vo ted  on  by  a  non-e lec ted  body .   Even w hen  21 

Nassau  County  wanted  to  take  ou t  a  $77  m i l l i on  22 

bond  fo r  env i ronmenta l  p rese rva t ion ,  t hey  p u t  i t  23 

to  a  re fe rendum and i t  was  vo ted  by  77  perc ent  24 

yes .   So  how can  a  c i t y  bond  fo r  $97  m i l l io n  w i th  25 
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no  re fe rendum?  I  don ' t  unders tand  how tha t ' s  2 

even  poss ib le .  3 

 Now they ' re  tak ing  ou t  a  $120  mi l l ion  4 

bond  to  pay  fo r  the  pub l ic  ameni t i es  tha t  t he  5 

deve loper  was  cont rac tua l l y  ob l i ga ted  to  pa y  fo r .   6 

And now,  i n  add i t i on  to  tha t ,  they ' re  ask in g  the  7 

coun ty ,  the  schoo ls ,  t he  l ib ra ry  to  take  le ss  8 

when  they  shou ld  be  g i v ing  100  percent  to  e ach  o f  9 

those tax  ju r isd ic t i ons .   I  don ' t  ge t  i t .  10 

 Thank you.   11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Debra  Dumas.  12 

 MS.  DUMAS:    I 'm  Debra  Dumas .   I 'm  f rom 13 

Sea C l i f f ,  New York ,  Nassau Coun ty .  14 

 When  we wa lked in  he re  and  we  were  15 

l ook ing  fo r  a  p lace  to  s i t ,  I  joked tha t  th i s  16 

i sn ' t  a  wedd ing .   Bu t  ac tua l l y  I  t h ink  an  17 

approp r ia te  ana logy  migh t  be  a  sho t -gun wed d ing  18 

because,  i n  e f fec t ,  they  a re  t ry ing  to  fo rc e  us  19 

i n to  a  par tne rsh ip  tha t  we  do  no t  want  to  d e l i ve r  20 

a  mass ive  deve lopmen t  tha t  we  do  no t  wan t .   21 

Ev iden t l y ,  we  a re  a l so  be ing  asked  to  supp l y  a  22 

cons iderab le  dowry .    23 

 The Nassau  Coun ty  taxpayers ,  any  24 

taxpayers ,  shou ld  no t  be  subs id i z ing  th i s  25 
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deve lopmen t  fo r  an  ex t reme ly  p ro f i tab le  2 

deve lopmen t  company.   Th is  deve lopment  i s  3 

i nadv isab le  anyway ,  be ing  fa r  too  mass ive  f o r  the  4 

a rea .   The  nega t ive  impacts  on  the  t ra f f i c ,  5 

env i ronmen t ,  and  qua l i t y  o f  l i fe  w i l l  be  fa r  6 

reach ing  and  pe rmanent .   I f  i t  i s  a l lowed to  7 

p roceed,  i t  w i l l  be  loca ted  on  wha t  i s  bas i ca l l y  8 

a  smal l  pen insu la ,  i nc lud ing  severa l  commun i t i es ,  9 

w i th  l im i ted  access  and,  more  s ign i f i can t ly ,  10 

l im i ted  eg ress .   I t  i s  unw ise  and i t  unnece ssary .   11 

I  ask  you to  th ink  o f  your  ta xpayers ,  no t  t h e  12 

favo rs  tha t  you  can do  fo r  t h i s  p ro f i t ab le  13 

company.   In  the  end ,  i t  i s  your  taxpayers  tha t  14 

have  to  l i ve  w i th  the  consequences .  15 

 Thank you.  16 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Ann F isher .  17 

 MS.  F ISHER:    H i .    My  name i s  Ann  18 

F i sher .   I 'm  f rom Sea C l i f f .   I  be l i eve  the  19 

reason  you  have  d i f f e ren t  assessment  f igure s  i f  20 

you have  no  l i ke  bu i ld ing  in  the  a rea  to  co mpare  21 

i t  t o .   I f  t h is  p r iva te  company be l i eves  th e i r  22 

p ro jec t  i s  so  g rea t ,  t hey  shou ld  fund i t  23 

themse lves .  24 

 I  am aga ins t  th i s  p ro jec t  fo r  25 
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env i ronmen ta l  reasons.   And as  a  taxpayer  I  ask  2 

you to  vo te  no  and  no t  subs id i ze  p r i va te  3 

compan ies .  4 

 I  wou ld  l i ke  to  be  ab le  to  a f fo rd  to  l i ve  5 

i n  my home,  so  p lease do  no t  g ive  handou ts  to  6 

p r iva te  deve lopers .  7 

 Thank you.  8 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    John  Rob i l e t t i .  9 

 MR.  ROBILETTI :    Good a f te rnoon.   I ' ve  10 

been  a  res ident  o f  Sea  C l i f f  f o r  ove r  32  ye a rs  11 

and a  taxpayer .   I  a lso  happen  to  have  degr ees  i n  12 

env i ronmen ta l  sc ience,  l andscape  a rch i tec tu re  and 13 

c i v i l  eng ineer ing .   So  I  know a  th ing  or  tw o  14 

abou t  s i te  p lann ing ,  reg iona l  p lann ing ,  and  15 

env i ronmen ta l  impact .   I  can  say  w i thout  an y  16 

shadow o f  a  doub t  in  my own m ind  tha t  the  i mpact  17 

o f  t h i s  p ro jec t ,  t he  s ize  and  sca le  tha t  i t  w i l l  18 

have  on  ou r  harbor  i s  go ing  to  be  way beyon d  wha t  19 

i t  can  reasonab ly  suppor t .   I  am very ,  very  20 

concerned.  21 

 No t  on ly  am I  vehement ly  opposed  to  the  22 

p ro jec t ,  bu t  no t  we ' re  be ing  asked  to  subs i d ize  23 

i t  by  the  ve ry  deve lopers  tha t  wan t  to  bu i l d  th i s  24 

p ro jec t .   I  j us t  f ind  th is  unbe l ievab le .  25 
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 I t ' s  a l ready  been po in ted  ou t  by  you ,  2 

l eg i s la to rs ,  tha t  you asked them to  come bac k  3 

w i th  an  ana lys i s ,  a  revenue ana lys is  tha t ,  by  4 

the i r  own admiss ion ,  was  done  in  two  days  5 

c rude ly .   We ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  a  40 -yea r  6 

commi tment  o f  Nassau  County  subs id iz ing  the se 7 

peop le ,  i . e . ,  t he  taxpayers .   So  I  imp lo re  you  to  8 

vo te  no  aga ins t  subs id iz ing  t h is  p ro jec t .  9 

 Thank you.  10 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Amy Mar ion .  11 

 MS.  MARION:   Thank  you .   I  wou ld  j us t  12 

l i ke  to  say  tha t  by  speak ing  here  today  and  by  13 

the  pub l ic  speak ing  he re  today  who  i s  aga in s t  14 

th is  p ro jec t ,  nobody  i s  rav ing  the  p rocedur a l  15 

de fec t  t ha t  by  the  way  in  wh i ch  th is  reso lu t ion  16 

came before  th i s  commi t tee .  17 

 As  s ta ted  las t  t ime,  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  18 

l ooked  a t  th i s  reso lu t ion ,  wh ich  had  an  app end ix  19 

a t tached  to  i t .   The  append ix  had the  s ign i f i can t  20 

tax  pro jec t i ons  by  wh ich  th i s  commi t tee  was  to  21 

ru le ,  and then tha t  append ix ,  upon  wh ich  th e  22 

Ru les  Commi t tee  vo ted  to  pass  th is  to  the  e n t i re  23 

Leg,  was  then  changed.   So  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  24 

has  neve r  even p roper l y  vo ted  to  pass  th is  25 
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reso lu t i on  to  the  Fu l l  Leg is la t i ve  body  her e .  2 

 The Ru les  Commi t tee  vo ted  on  an  append ix  3 

tha t  had  a  comp le te l y  d i f f e ren t  f i nanc ia l  4 

ana lys is .   So ,  number  one,  p rocedura l l y  you  don ' t  5 

have  ju r isd i c t i on  to  ac t  here .   In  add i t ion ,  t h i s  6 

same fu l l - body  Leg is la tu re  was  ca l led  ou t  by  the  7 

h ighes t  cour t  i n  th i s  s ta te .   Th is  i s  no t  ab ou t  8 

the  pro jec t .   I t ' s  about  the  county  taxes .  9 

 New York  S ta te  Const i t u t ion ,  A r t i c le  16 ,  10 

§1 ,  express l y  i n  bused  the  s ta te  government  11 

ra ther  than any  loca l i t y  w i th  the  power  o f  12 

taxa t i on .   The de legat ion  o f  any  par t  o f  th a t  13 

taxa t i on  power  to  a  subd iv is ion ,  you rse lves ,  o f  14 

the  s ta te  mus t  be  made  in  exp ress  te rms.   A r t i c l e  15 

9  empowers  mun ic ipa l i t ies ,  l i ke  yourse l f ,  t o  16 

l eg i s la t i ve  as  to  a  w ide  range  o f  ma t te rs  a s  l ong 17 

as  the  l oca l  leg is la t i on  i s  no t  incons is ten t  w i th  18 

the  Sta te  Const i tu t i on  o r  any  genera l  law.   19 

Nassau  County  Char te r  a l lows the  county  to  p ass  a  20 

tax  law by  l oca l  o rd inance  and  to  p rov ide  f o r  the   21 

admin i s t ra t i on  o f  loca l  rea l  p roper t y  taxes .   And 22 

the  Mun ic ipa l  Home Ru le  Law p rescr ibes  the  23 

enac tmen t  o f  loca l  Char te r  l eg is la t i on  tha t  24 

supersedes  any  genera l  o r  spec ia l  law enact ed  by  25 
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the  Leg is la tu re  wh ich  -  and th is  i s  c r i t i ca l  t o  2 

you -  re la tes  to  the  impos i t i on  o f  j ud ic ia l  3 

rev iew  o r  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  the  proceeds  o f  t axes  4 

o r  benef i t  assessmen ts .   And  tha t  i s  exac t l y  wha t  5 

you are  do ing  he re  today .  6 

 The New York  S ta te  Const i t u t i on  and the  7 

Mun ic ipa l  Home Law p roh ib i ts  the  county  f ro m 8 

pass ing  th is  reso lu t ion .   Because in  e f fec t  what  9 

you are  do ing  i s  you  a re  bas i ca l l y  enac t ing ,  by  10 

th is  reso lu t i on ,  you  a re  i n  d i rec t  con t rave n t ion  11 

to  the  S ta te  Const i t u t ion  wh ich  does  no t  a l l ow  12 

you to  red is t r i bu te  proceeds  o f  the  taxes  o r  13 

bene f i t  assessments ,  and  tha t  i s  exac t ly  wh a t  you 14 

a re  do ing .    15 

 I n  add i t ion ,  I  imp lo re  you  to  look  a t  the  16 

tax  b i l l  t ha t  Mayor  Kennedy has  g i ven you a s  an  17 

exh ib i t  tha t  spec i f i ca l l y  says  rea l  es ta te  taxes  18 

o f  a  G len  Cove res iden t  and the  p ie  char t  19 

a t tached  to  the  tax  b i l l ,  how your  tax  do l l a r  i s  20 

d i s t r i bu ted .   And the  p ie  sec t ion  -  21 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Ma 'am your  t ime has  22 

exp i red .  23 

 MS.  MARION:    t ha t  has  county  tax  has  9 .9  24 

pe rcen t .   How i s  i t  tha t  you  cou ld ,  in  any  w ay ,  25 
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in  good consc ience ,  le t  a lone  w i thou t  even hav ing  2 

any  type  o f  SEQRA rev iew,  ru le  today  when y our  3 

own coun ty  assesso r  has  s ta ted  tha t  th is  i s  a  4 

c rude eva lua t ion?  I  don ' t  ca re  what  k ind  o f  5 

l ead ing  ques t ions  Mr .  Kope l  pu t  to  tha t  6 

i nd i v idua l ,  I  cou ld  pu t  jus t  as  many  lead in g  7 

ques t ions .   When  tha t  ind i v idua l  was  no t  p r essed ,  8 

what  he  spec i f i ca l l y  sa id  was ,  we l l ,  we don ' t  9 

have  the  300-page repor t .   We  had a  two-page  10 

repo r t  t o  look  a t .   And the  two-page  le t te r  tha t  11 

you are  re ly ing  on  spec i f i ca l l y  has  the  wro ng 12 

pe rcen tage .  13 

 So  I  imp lo re  you  no t  on l y  to  vo te  no ,  bu t  14 

p lease  tab le  th i s  un t i l  you  have  had  p roper  t ime  15 

to  do  an  i n -dep th  ana lys is .  16 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Dav id  Berg .   17 

Dav id  Berg .  18 

 MR.  BERG:    Yeah .   I  don ' t  unders tand how 19 

you can do  i t .   I  rea l l y  f ee l  fo r  the  membe rs  o f  20 

th is  boa rd ,  o f  t h i s  leg i s la t i ve  board .  21 

 You don ' t  seem to  have  the  p roper  22 

i n fo rmat ion  and  the  numbers  seem to  be  sh i f t ing  23 

ever  so  s l igh t l y  t h i s  way and  tha t ,  w i th  th e  24 

l eas t  gus t  o f  w ind .   I  t h ink  tha t  most  o f  t he  25 
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numbers  o f fe red  by  the  mayor  and  the  deve lo per ,  2 

i n  mos t  o f  t he  repor ts  tha t  I ' ve  seen,  a re  3 

specu la t ive ,  a t  bes t ,  be ing  tha t  t hey  are  s o  fa r  4 

reach ing  40  yea rs  in  advance .   I  r ea l l y  don ' t  5 

know how you ' re  go ing  to  do  i t .  6 

 I  hope  you ' l l  make  a  w ise  dec i s ion ,  7 

because as  a  res iden t  o f  G len  Cove  in  Nassa u  8 

Coun ty ,  I 'm depend ing  on  you ,  as  a  taxpayer  in  9 

Nassau  County ,  I 'm  depend ing  on  you to  make  to  10 

make  the  w ises t  dec i s ion  tha t  you poss ib ly  can .  11 

 Bu t  I  don ' t  unders tand  how you ' re  go ing  12 

to  do  i t .   I t  must  be  d i f f i cu l t  when  the  nu mbers  13 

keep  chang ing .  14 

 The las t ,  f i na l  env i ronmen ta l  impact  15 

s ta temen t  was done  in  2012  based  on da ta  tha t  was 16 

co l l ec ted .   I t  was  approved in  2011 based o n  da ta  17 

tha t  was  co l l ec ted  i n  2009 .   I t  seems l i ke  you  18 

need  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  updat ing .   I t  seems  l i ke  you 19 

don ' t  even  have  the  co r rec t  number  o f  apar t men ts  20 

and tha t  t ha t  i s  even ge t t ing  upda ted as  we  s tand 21 

he re .   I t  jus t  seems l i ke  the  ma t te r  deserv es  22 

fu r the r  cons ide ra t ion  be fo re  you  jump to  so me 23 

t ype  o f  snap  judgmen t .  24 

 I  wa tched the  Mayor  o f  G len  Cove  get  up  25 
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in  f ron t  o f  t he  schoo l  boa rd  and  ta l k  about  how 2 

the  number  o f  s tuden ts  p ro jec ted  f rom 1100 new 3 

hous ing  un i t s  was pro jec ted  to  be  52 ,  when the  4 

f i na l  env i ronmen ta l  impact  s ta tement  sugges ted  i t  5 

wou ld  be  217 .   Aga in ,  the  word  f ina l  seems to  6 

imp ly  some k ind  o f  f ina l i t y .   I t  seems  l i ke  7 

fu r the r  s tudy  needs to  be  under taken  about  wha t ' s  8 

rea l l y  go ing  on  he re .    9 

 I  th ink  tha t  you  and  the  c i t i zens  o f  10 

Nassau  County ,  v ia  you r  dec i s ion ,  may be  so ld  a  11 

b i l l  o f  goods  he re .   I  don ’ t  t h ink  i t ' s  fa i r .  12 

 When  I  hea r  the  number  1 ,000  jobs ,  I  13 

f rank l y  ask  where  are  those jobs  and  wha t  a re  14 

they  do ing?  I  don ' t  see  i t .   I ' ve  seen o the r  15 

numbers  tha t  a re  fa r  d i f fe ren t  f rom tha t ;  a ga in ,  16 

a l l  specu la t i ve .   I t  j us t  seems l i ke  somebo dy 17 

needs to  s top  and take  a  l ook  a t  wha t ' s  go i ng  on  18 

he re  be fore  a l l  th is  money  i s  g i ven to  a  $1 7  19 

b i l l i on  deve loper .  20 

 Thank you.  21 

 I 'm so r ry .   I  f o rgo t  t o  say  someth ing .   22 

To  quo te  Mr .  Reck le r ' s  cous in ,  i t  seems l i k e  th i s  23 

i s  a  s low s ta r t  to  nowhere .  24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:     Chr i s t i e  Page t .  25 
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 MS.  PAGET:    Good a f te rnoon.   I ' d  l i ke  to  2 

s ta r t  -  I ' d  l i ke  to  jus t  t hank  you ,  to  those  o f  3 

you up  the re  today  who  con t in ue to  ask  the  r igh t  4 

ques t i ons ,  t hose  dang l ing  ques t ions ,  keep a sk ing .   5 

The numbers  keep  chang ing .  6 

 I  am so  deep ly  d is tu rbed  by  the  vague,  7 

c rude BS and  the  l ack  o f  respons ib i l i t y  tha t  I  8 

have  w i tnessed more  o f  t oday ,  espec ia l l y  by  the  9 

exper t s  who a re  supposed  to  be  p rov id ing  th a t  10 

i n fo rmat ion .  11 

 How can you vo te  fo r  someth ing  tha t  you 12 

cannot  ge t  s t ra igh t  answers  on?  I  don ' t  13 

unders tand .   I  beg  o f  you -  p lease  sea rch  yo ur  14 

consc ience ,  vo te  fo r  t he  taxpayers ,  fo r  the  15 

peop le  who  a l so  he lped  to  pu t  you where  you  are  16 

today .  17 

 My  ch i ld ren ,  who  were  bo rn  and  ra i sed in  18 

Nassau  County ,  w i l l  l i ke ly  no t  be  ab le  to  a f fo rd  19 

mov ing  back  here  un less  you vo te  no .  20 

 Thank you.  21 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Wendy  Rosow.  22 

 MS.  ROSOW:    I  t hank  you  a l l  f o r  be ing  23 

ab le  to  hear  myse l f  and everyone  e lse .   I 'm  24 

shocked a t  what  I  have  come back  to  hear  an d  25 
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w i tness .  2 

 F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  mov ing  to  Nor th  Caro l i na  i s  3 

no t  an  op t ion .   I ' ve  l i ved  i n  Nassau  County  fo r  4 

61  yea rs .   I ' ve  ra ised  my k ids  here .   My  pa ren ts  5 

have  ra i sed the i r  ch i l d ren  he re  and on  and o n .   6 

Bu t  what 's  happen ing  r igh t  now as  I 'm hear i ng  i t ,  7 

i n  G len  Cove ,  i s  someth ing  tha t ' s  no t  okay .   8 

There ' s  a  s i t ua t ion  tha t ' s  ou t  o f  hand .   Th e re  i s  9 

no t  a  t ru th  be ing  to ld ,  i t  seems .   Wha t  I 'm  10 

hear ing  is  numbers  chang ing  back  and  fo r th ,  and 11 

back  and  fo r th .   I t ' s  been  go ing  on  fo r  yea rs .   12 

I ' ve  been wa tch ing  i t .   I ' ve  been hear ing  i t .   13 

I ' ve  been concerned abou t  peop le 's  hea l th ,  t he i r  14 

we l l  be ing .   I  a lso  wou ld  love  fo r  peop le  t o  have 15 

jobs .   I  have  no  p rob lems w i th  hav ing  peop l e  16 

be ing  employed .   I t ' s  a  wonde r fu l  th ing  to  b e  17 

employed .   Bu t  no t  t o  be  emp loyed to  s i t  he re  and 18 

ye l l  and  heck le  o the r  peop le .   Tha t  doesn ' t  19 

th r i l l  me pe rsona l ly .   I f  tha t  i s  what 's  20 

happen ing ,  t ha t ' s  a  p rob lem.  21 

 A l l  I  rea l l y  have to  say  i s  ve ry  s imp le  -  22 

I  have  been a  res ident ,  as  I  men t ioned ,  fo r  61  23 

years  and I  imp lore  a l l  o f  you  to  p lease  vo te  no  24 

on  the  county  a l loca t i on  o f  Garv ies  Po in t  P ILOTs .   25 
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I  do  suppor t  deve lopment ,  smar t  deve lopment ,  2 

sus ta inab le  deve lopmen t ,  someth ing  tha t  can  be  3 

p rac t i ced  in  a  sma l l  way  where  eve ryone has  the  4 

oppor tun i t y  to  be  a  member  o f  a  commun i t y  a nd no t  5 

pay  where  they  can ' t  a f fo rd  to  s tay .  6 

 Thank you fo r  your  t ime.  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Judy  D ibar to lo .  8 

 MS.  DIBARTOLO:     Thank you.   I  am Judy  9 

D iba r to lo .   I 'm  a  nu rse  l i v i ng  i n  G len  Cove .   I  10 

j us t  wan t  to  say  tha t  I  don ' t  want  my po r t i on  o f  11 

taxes  a l loca ted  to  th i s  p ro jec t .   I 'm ve ry  12 

concerned.  13 

 As  a  nurse ,  I 'm  ve ry  concerned  about  14 

po ten t ia l l y  t he  lessen ing  o f  serv i ces  to  ou r  15 

peop le ,  wh ich  a re  needed  so  bad ly .   I 'm in  the  16 

hea l thca re  f i e ld .   I  l ook  a t  t he  change tha t  17 

m igh t  be  occu r r i ng .   Par t i cu la r l y  s ince  th i s  i s  18 

the  f i rs t  b ig  meet ing  I ' ve  come to ,  though I ' ve  19 

been  read ing  an  awfu l  lo t  abou t  what 's  go in g  on .   20 

I t ' s  j us t  too  uns teady .   The re  a re  j us t  too  many  21 

unknowns ,  too  much  in fo rma t ion  tha t  i s  j us t  back  22 

and fo r th  and  doesn ' t  rea l l y  j i ve .   We have  to  23 

vo te  no  on  th is  and no t  le t  i t  go  on  a t  th i s  24 

l eve l  w i thou t  more  deep s tudy .  25 
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 Thank you.  2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    John  Zazza ro .  3 

 MR.  ZAZZARO:    I 'm  John Zazza ro .   I  l i ve  4 

i n  G len  Cove .   I  own  a  home in  G len  Cove .   I  own  5 

a  bus iness  i n  G len  Cove.   So  I  have a  lo t  o f  6 

concerns  w i th  th is  p ro jec t .  7 

 F i rs t  and fo remost ,  I  have  concerns  w i th  8 

the  hea l th  o f  peop le  tha t  a re  bu i l d ing  ther e .   9 

When  they  are  bu i l d ing ,  the  rami f i ca t i ons  o f  i t  10 

a f fec t ing  peop le  i n  town ,  in  ne ighbor ing  to wns ,  11 

ou r  town .   I  rea l l y  ask  the  un ion  workers  t o  do  12 

the i r  due d i l igence and make  sure  tha t  you ' r e  13 

sa fe .  I  want  you  here  and I  want  you  heck l i ng  us .   14 

I  mean ,  God fo rb id  someth ing  happens  l i ke  9 - 11 ,  15 

EPA sa id  tha t  every th ing  was  f ine .   The peo p le  16 

tha t  wen t  the re  to  work  and c lean up  the  me ss,  17 

they  a re  f igh t i ng  cancer  now,  va r ious  types  o f  18 

cancers .   So  tha t ' s  one o f  my  ma in  concerns .  19 

 Two.   As  a  smal l  bus iness  owner  in  the  20 

C i ty ,  I  can ' t  a f fo rd  the  taxes  tha t  we  a re  pay ing  21 

and can ' t  even fa thom hav ing  to  pay  more .   These  22 

swee thear t  dea ls  on l y  bene f i t  the  bu i l de rs  and  23 

hu r t  wha t  few  mom and pop bus inesses  a re  s t i l l  24 

l e f t  i n  the  c i t y .  25 
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 Th ree.   The s tea l  tha t  G len  Cove  C i t y  2 

Counc i l  members  and IDA members  have  vo ted  on  3 

sa id  i t  wasn ' t  t he i r  dea l ,  i t  fa r  p roceeded  them.   4 

Bu t  I  beg to  d i f fe r .   As  o f ,  I  be l ieve  i t  w as ,  5 

November ,  when the  who le  p ro j ec t  t ook  on  a  w ho le  6 

comp le te ly  d i f f e ren t  l ook  and  s i ze  and  rece n t l y  7 

when  th i s  $120 m i l l i on  bond came upon us ,  i t  8 

became the i r  p ro jec t .   The  bond was neve r  g i ven 9 

to  be  handed  ove r  to  RXR and  shou ld  have  be en 10 

vo ted  on  on  E lec t i on  Day  by  the  C i ty  o f  G le n  Cove 11 

vo te rs .  12 

 No th ing  th is  b ig  o r  d ras t i c  shou ld  eve r  13 

be  vo ted  on  by  counc i l  members .   P lease tak e  you r  14 

t ime  and  make  su re  eve ry th ing  tha t  i s  p rese n ted  15 

i s  a l l  t ha t  shou ld  be  cons ide red  o r  i s  t her e  more  16 

to  i t .    17 

 I f  you  approve th i s  dea l ,  th i s  dea l  18 

becomes your  dea l  because no t  on ly  does  i t  h ave 19 

the  GC Counc i l  and  IDA f inge rp r in t s  on  i t ,  i t  has  20 

yours  as  we l l .   So  p lease vo te  no .  21 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Je f f  Peres .  22 

 MR.  PERES:    Je f f  Pe rez .   I ' d  l i ke  to  23 

re i t e ra te  wha t  the  l as t  speaker  sa id .   He 's  a  24 

smal l  bus iness  owner  i n  G len  Cove.   I ’m a  25 
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res ident  o f  G len  Cove a l l  my  l i f e .   I f  you ' re  2 

g i v ing  a l l  t hese  deve lopers  a  b reak ,  can  yo u  g ive  3 

us  a  b reak?  Can  you  g ive  the  smal l  bus ines ses  i n  4 

G len  Cove a  b reak?  5 

 I  u rge  you  to  vo te  no  on  th i s .   Th is  i s  6 

taxa t i on  w i thou t  rep resenta t i on .   Th is  i s  a  board  7 

tha t  vo tes  tha t ' s  appo in ted .   The c i t i zens  o f  8 

G len  Cove do  no t  wan t  i t  e i t he r ,  Mayor  Sp in e l l o .  9 

 I  was  a t  t he  mee t ing  a  few  weeks  ago  and  10 

i t  was  -  a  month  ago ,  ra ther  -  i t  was  a  fou r  to  11 

th ree  vo te ,  wh ich  you were  the  t iebreaker .   12 

Obv ious l y  we  don ' t  wan t  i t .  13 

 We s t rugg le .   We pay  our  taxes .   We pay  14 

ou r  taxes  in  G len  Cove  and  Nassau Coun ty .  15 

 My  mothe r  can  no  longer  a f fo rd  to  s tay  16 

and ne i the r  can  my  ne ighbors  e i the r .   Now I 'm 17 

f i gu r ing  ou t  where  i t ' s  go ing ,  i t ' s  subs id i z ing  18 

every th ing .   I  u rge  you to  vo te  no  and  to  l o ok  a t  19 

i t  aga in .  20 

 Thank you.   Th i s  i s  co rpora te  we l fa re .  21 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Marc ia  S i l ve rman .  22 

 MS.  S ILVERMAN:    Good a f te rnoon.   I 'm 23 

Marc ia  S i l ve rman ,  a  res ident  o f  G len  Cove.   Thank 24 

you fo r  your  t ime today .  25 
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 As  I  men t ioned on August  1  when I  was  2 

he re  i n  f ron t  o f  you ,  I  am a  f inance  person .   I  3 

have  a  mas te rs  i n  f i nance,  and  I  am ba f f led  by  4 

the  numbers  p resen ted .   So  I  can ' t  imag ine  wha t  5 

a l l  o f  you  a re  go ing  th rough ,  t r y ing  to  ge t  a  6 

s t ra igh t  answer  on  wha t  the  numbers  are .  7 

 A  tax  revenue  a lga  rhy thm is  p re t t y  8 

s t ra igh t fo rward .   There  are  some ca lcu la t io ns .   9 

I f  you  know math  you  can  ca l cu la te  i t .   I t ' s  10 

most ly  mu l t i p l i ca t ion .   There  are  a  coup le  o f  11 

assumpt ions  i n  th i s ,  on  the  tab le  r i gh t  now .   The 12 

two assumpt ions  are  what  w i l l  the  va lue  o f  t he  13 

l and  be  once  i t ' s  deve loped and the  o the r  o ne is  14 

what  i s  the  ra t i o  o f  homes tead  versus  non-15 

homestead or  regu lar  res iden t ia l  versus  16 

commerc ia l ,  i n  l ayman 's  te rms .   Those are  t he  two 17 

assumpt ions .   We rea l l y  don ' t  have  a  c lear  answer  18 

to  e i t he r  one o f  t hose  becaus e  the  numbers  k eep 19 

chang ing .   As  Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -Whi t ton  as ked ,  20 

the  exper t  cou ldn ' t  even  answer  those ques t ions .   21 

 I ' l l  g ive  you  a  l i t t le  i n fo rma t ion  22 

because I  read th rough  a  ton  o f  these docum ents  23 

myse l f ,  to  educa te  myse l f .   O ne assumpt ion  a bout  24 

the  va lue  o f  the  l and,  o f  the  pro jec t  once i t ' s  25 
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comp le ted  is  th i s  i s  t he  C i t y ' s  document  be fore  2 

they  vo ted .   I t  says  the  company ,  mean ing  R XR 3 

Rea l ty ,  the  company prov ided  a l l  t echn ica l  4 

i n fo rmat ion  rega rd ing  the  pro jec t ,  i nc lud in g  a  5 

desc r ip t ion  o f  t he  p lan ,  uses  o f  t he  p ro jec t ,  the  6 

es t ima ted assessed  va lue  o f  t he  pro jec t  upo n  7 

comp le t i on .   So  the  numbers  a re  based on  an  8 

assessed  va lue  f rom the  deve loper .   I  don ' t  know 9 

abou t  a l l  o f  you  bu t  i f  you  cou ld  choose  yo u r  10 

assessed  va lue  o f  your  home,  wou ldn ' t  you  11 

d i scount  i t  a  l i t t le  b i t ,  maybe a  lo t  and p ay  12 

l ess  taxes?   13 

 Aga in ,  t o  Ms .  DeRigg i -Wh i t ton ' s  po in t  14 

be fo re ,  abou t  documents  coming  f rom the  c i t y  o r  15 

coming  f rom the  deve loper  and  the  coun ty 's  16 

exper t s  no t  do ing  the  due d i l i gence tha t  i s  17 

requ i red  to  rea l l y  assess  are  these numbers  18 

r i gh t ,  how can you  vo te  on  any th ing  o f  t he  sor t?   19 

I t  ba f f l es  my  m ind .  20 

 On  top  o f  tha t ,  i f  you  l ook  a t  how RXR 21 

p lans  to  spend the  money  on  th is  deve lopmen t ,  22 

you ' re  g iv ing  away  taxpayer  money.   We a re  g iv ing  23 

away  hundreds  o f  m i l l i ons  o f  t axpayers '  mone y.   24 

In  the i r  budget ,  i n  the  las t  one  because  i t  25 
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changes,  t he re ' s  $2  mi l l ion  a lone fo r  adver t i s ing  2 

and PR.   You  know tha t  t ruck  tha t  d r ives  ar ound 3 

Garv ies  Po in t  i s  Great ,  you  know the  f l yers  we  4 

ge t ,  you  know those guys  s i t t i ng  back  there ,  5 

they ' re  p robab ly  ge t t i ng  pa id  today .   $2  mi l l i on  6 

go ing  to  tha t  when  we ' re  g iv ing  up  taxpayer  7 

do l l a rs .   Wha t  i f  they  -  i f  t h is  p ro jec t  was  so  8 

g rea t  -  9 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Ma 'am your  t ime has  10 

exp i red .  11 

 MS.  S ILVERMAN:    Can  I  j us t  f i n i sh  th i s  12 

one though t?  13 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Su re .  14 

 MS.  S ILVERMAN:    I f  th is  p ro jec t  was  so  15 

g rea t  why are  they  spend ing  $2  m i l l i on  to  16 

a l loca te  towards  adver t i s i ng  and  PR when  th a t  $2  17 

m i l l ion  cou ld  be  spent  ou t  o f  the i r  money i ns tead 18 

o f  t axpayers  subs id i z ing  ano ther  $2  mi l l ion ?   19 

R igh t .   I t ' s  one  pocke t  to  ano ther .   So  why  are  20 

we  pay ing  to  be  conv inced tha t  t h i s  i s  a  g r ea t  21 

p ro jec t ,  because  c lear ly  i t ' s  no t .   I  u rge  you  to  22 

vo te  no .  23 

 Thank you.  24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Me ta  Mereday .  25 
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 MS.  MEREDAY:    Yes .   Meta  Mereday.   2 

Concerned taxpayer ,  Long  I s land res ident .   3 

 F i rs t  and fo remost ,  as  someone  men t ioned ,  4 

th is  de f in i t e ly  shou ld  be  someth ing  tha t  wo u ld  be  5 

up  fo r  N IFA rev iew.   I  f ee l  i f  we had the  6 

i nspec to r  genera l ,  t he  i ndependent  au tho r i t y  t ha t  7 

a t  l eas t  one  s ide  o f  t h i s  leg i s la t i ve  group  has  8 

been  t ry ing  to  push and i t  seems  l i ke  the  9 

dead l i ne  i s  f as t  app roach ing  and  our  es teem ed 10 

coun ty  a t to rney  seems to  keep  dragg ing  ou t  a  11 

scenar io  tha t  cou ld  have  been  addressed wee ks  12 

ago.   We a re  no t ,  aga in ,  a f fo rd ing  the  taxp ayers  13 

a l l  o f  t he  i n fo rma t ion  tha t  t hey  requ i re ,  d esp i te  14 

whethe r  the  repo r t  was  a  two- page le t te r  o r  a  15 

300-page  repor t .    16 

 We ' re  tak ing  on  a  number  o f  assumpt ions .   17 

Aga in ,  t he  $620  mi l l ion  o f  revenue ,  I  don ' t  know 18 

where  tha t ' s  coming f rom.   Peop le  are  leav i ng  19 

he re  i n  d roves .   The  major i t y  o f  peop le  who  are  20 

no  l onger  shopp ing  i n  ma l l s ;  aga in ,  tha t ' s  a  21 

number  tha t ' s  go ing  down .   I  j us t  read  some  p lace  22 

in  Forbes  where  they ' re  say in g  tha t  on l i ne  i s  23 

k i l l i ng  the  shopp ing  mal l  exper ience .   So w e  need 24 

to  con t inue to  l ook  a t  t ha t .   F rom wha t  I  r ead ,  25 
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1200  mal ls  na t i onw ide,  15  pe rcen t ,  a re  30  to  50  2 

pe rcen t  vacan t .   I  don ' t  know how th is  w ish  l i s t ,  3 

tha t  t hey  f i l l  i t ,  a l l  t hese  s to res  are  go i ng  to  4 

be  100  percen t  occup ied ,  eve rybody  i s  go ing  to  be  5 

work ing  in  them,  and  fo l ks  a re  go ing  to  be  6 

shopp ing .   When  you can look  a round a t  t he  7 

l oca t i ons  tha t  we have  now,  abou t  the  on ly  th ing  8 

tha t  we ' re  ge t t i ng  more  o f  i n  Nassau  County  a re  9 

7 -11 's ,  365 Den ta l ,  Bo l l a ,  an d  le t ' s  no t  fo r ge t  -  10 

d id  I  ment ion  7 -11 's  and  u rge n t  ca re ,  and na i l  11 

sa lons  and  empty  bu i ld ings .   I f  we  can ' t  f i l l  a  12 

supermarke t  in  needed communi t ies ,  how do yo u 13 

th ink  you ' re  go ing  to  be  pu t  a  who le  deve lo pment  14 

-  peop le  a re  l ook ing  fo r  des t i na t i ons  now.    15 

 G len  Cove is  beaut i f u l .   I t ' s  a  beau t i fu l  16 

a rea .   But  as  has  been  men t ioned ,  i t  i s  no t  17 

des igned  fo r  a l l  o f  th is  t ra f f i c  as  we l l  as  the  18 

i n f ras t ruc tu re  demands  tha t  w i l l  be  tak ing  p lace  19 

there .  20 

 Le t ' s  jus t  l ook  a t ,  aga in ,  t he  Nassau 21 

Coun ty  t rack  record  he re .   How much money w ere  we 22 

supposed  to  make  w i th  the  NICE Bus  conso l id a t i on ;  23 

seems l i ke  we ' re  pay ing  more  fo r  t ha t .   You ' re  24 

a l so  l ook ing  a t  p r iva t iz ing  the  pr ison  sys t em 25 
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tha t  you  a l ready  have an  independent  con t ra c to r  2 

there  tha t ' s  up  under  inves t i ga t ion ;  l e t ' s  check  3 

tha t  ou t .   Le t ' s  a lso  ta lk  about  tha t  i l l us t r i ous  4 

po l i ce  conso l ida t i on  d isas te r  and you had m ore  5 

repo r t s  fo r  t ha t ,  more  i nves t i ga t i ons ,  you had  6 

more  sav ings  f rom these exper t s  -  I 'm s t i l l  7 

t r y ing  to  f i gure  ou t  where  they  are ,  t hey  m ust  be  8 

we l l  pa id  and  l i v i ng  some p lace  in  Nor th  9 

Caro l i na ,  fo r  whomever  b rough t  tha t  up .  10 

 Aga in ,  t hese  pro jec ted  numbers ,  mi rac le ,  11 

a t  bes t ,  t o  happen .   The  cos t  fo r  the  taxes .   12 

Someone ment ioned tha t  t r i ck le  e f fec t .   I t ' s  a  13 

t r i ck le .   Bu t  we  have -  14 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Ma 'am,  you r  t ime  has  15 

exp i red .  16 

 MS.  MEREDAY:    I 'm  wrapp ing  up .   We have  17 

a  tsunami  o f  taxes  and  cos ts .   And  the  l ack  o f  18 

cons idera t ion  fo r  the  pub l ic  comment ,  fo r  a l l  o f  19 

these ind i v idua ls  who have  been s i t t ing  her e  a l l  20 

day ,  l i s ten ing  to  a l l  o f  t h i s ,  f o r  t hem to  have 21 

to  be  sub jec ted  to  a  th ree  m inute  t ime  l im i t ,  22 

when  the  ramb l ing  and the  d i scuss ion  was  go ing  on  23 

and on  -  and  I 'm  go ing  to  f i n i sh  be fore  you  te l l  24 

me  aga in  -  t ha t  you a l low me to  be  here .   An d we  25 
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don ' t  want  to  have  tha t  d i scuss ion  aga in .   I 'm  2 

j us t  say ing .  3 

 Aga in ,  vo te  no t .  Le t ' s  ge t  an  independen t  4 

aud i to r ,  i nspec tor ,  o r  wha teve r  we  need in  here  5 

so  you  can  s top  b leed ing  the  taxpayers  d ry .  6 

 Thank you.  7 

 One more  th ing .  I  rea l l y  have  no  t rus t  i n  8 

fede ra l  agenc ies  as  i t  s tands .   Aga in ,  our  9 

ve te rans  dese rve  to  have  the  rep resenta t ion  tha t  10 

they  have.   And  when  we cont inue  to  have  th ese  11 

peop le  up  he re  who  a re  rep resent ing  a  cont r ac t  t o  12 

say  we  fo l low the  gu ide l ines ,  tha t  i s  no t  13 

genera t i ng  the  j ob  tha t  I  keep  t ry ing  to  co me 14 

he re  to  demand fo r  our  ve terans  and fo r  our  15 

re tu rn ing  ve terans  who  a re  l eav ing  here  in  16 

d roves .  17 

 Yes ,  I 'm  a  9 -11  responder  who  was l i ed  to  18 

by  the  EPA.   Thank  you .  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Thank  you.  20 

 Roger  Freedman.  21 

 VOICE:    He had  to  go .  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Thomas  Donna to .  23 

 MR.  DONNATO:    My name i s  Thomas  Donna to .   24 

I ' ve  been w i th  the  C i t y  as  the i r  assessment  25 
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consu l tan t  f o r  t he  pas t  f i ve  yea rs .  2 

 I  rev iewed  the  repor t  by  SVS,  okay ,  and I  3 

do  conc lude and  ag ree w i th  the  methodo logy  used 4 

fo r  the  a l loca t i ons ,  okay ,  based  on the  fou r  5 

co rners  o f  t he  repor t .  6 

 I  th ink  the  con fus ion  goes  back  to  the  7 

d i f f e ren t  me thods tha t  a re  requ i red  to  be  u sed  by  8 

each  mun ic ipa l i t y ,  as  s ta ted  by  the  depu ty  9 

assessor ,  Mr .  Cor tez ,  ea r l ie r .   The coun ty  i s  10 

requ i red  to  va lue  condomin iums  based  on the  11 

i ncome approach ,  where  the  c i t y  i s  requ i red  to  12 

va lue  condomin iums  based  on the  sa les  appro ach .   13 

When  you  compare  the  two  d i f f e ren t  methods,  14 

you ' re  go ing  to  p roduce d i f f e ren t  ra t i os  o r  15 

pe rcen tages  be tween the  two approaches .   I f  you  16 

were  to  va lue  bo th  the  same,  I 'm  sure  you w ou ld  17 

see tha t  n ine  pe rcen t  tha t  you  see  on  taxpa yers ,  18 

okay ,  th roughou t  the  c i t y .   When  you  use  th e  same 19 

me thod ,  you ' re  go ing  to  have  tha t  type  o f  20 

ou tcome.  21 

 When  you  have  d i f f e ren t  leve l s  o f  22 

assessment ,  you  can ' t  expec t  t o  have  the  sa me 23 

ou tcome,  and  tha t ' s  what  you ' re  see ing  ther e .    24 

 Thank you.  25 
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 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Dan ie la  2 

Crocc io l la .  3 

 MS.  CROCCIOLLA:   Can  you  hear  me?  Jus t  a  4 

qu ick  ques t ion .   Has  i t  been  con f i rmed ,  c la r i f ied  5 

exac t l y  how many  s to r i es  the  two  towers  are  go ing  6 

to  be?   When  I  watched  the  mee t ing  a  few  we eks  7 

ago,  Mayor  Sp ine l l o  p resen ted  one f i ve -s to ry  and  8 

a  second  11 s to ry .   F rom wha t  the  schemat ic s  9 

l ooks  l i ke  to  me ,  there  are  two 11  s to r i es .   Has  10 

tha t  been reso lved?  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I s  t ha t  accu ra te?  12 

 MS.  CROCCIOLLA:    I  am ask ing  th is  so  13 

when  you  a re  vo t ing  on  th i s  you know exac t l y  14 

what 's  go ing  on  he re .  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    A l l  r i gh t .   Why 16 

don ' t  you  f i n ish  w i th  your  comments?  17 

 MS.  CROCCIOLLA:    Has  i t  been  -  do  you  18 

have  the  r igh t  i n fo rma t ion ,  i s  wha t  I 'm ask ing .  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    We have the  r i gh t  20 

i n fo rmat ion .   You can cont inue  w i th  your  21 

comments .  22 

 MS.  CROCCIOLLA:    Can I  ask  you what  23 

you ' ve  been to ld?  24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    No .   You  can  25 
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cont inue  w i th  your  comments .   I t ' s  pub l i c  2 

comment .   3 

 MS.  CROCCIOLLA:    Okay .   Okay .   I 'm jus t  4 

a  l i t t le  l a te  i n  the  game he re  so  I 'm jus t  no t  5 

su re  i f  I 'm redundan t .  6 

 I n  te rms  o f  f lood,  f i r e ,  FEMA,  i n  the  7 

even t  o f  a  ca tas t rophe  l i ke  H ur r icane Sandy ,  who  8 

f l oa ts  the  b i l l  fo r  tha t?   Does FEMA come i n?   9 

Okay .   I t  does  come in .  10 

 I 'm go ing  to  jus t  k ind  o f  app roach  th i s  11 

qu ick l y .   I 'm  no t  go ing  to  take  th ree  minut es .  12 

 I  jus t  wan t  to  say ,  f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  G len  13 

Cove  doesn ’ t  have a  d i rec t  t ra in .   The  Oyste r  Bay  14 

l i ne  i s  the  l eas t  r i de rsh ip .   There  is  no  s ensor .   15 

There  is  no  s t ruc ture ,  no  co re  o f  G len  Cove .   Fo r  16 

the  pas t  50  yea rs  there  has  been  u rban  rene wal  17 

p ro jec t ,  a f te r  u rban  renewal  p ro jec t  t ha t  h as  18 

fa i l ed .   De l i a ' s  f a the r  was one o f  t he  on ly  19 

mayors  tha t  ac tua l l y  s tood  up ,  t r i ed  to  f ig h t  20 

some o f  the  s tu f f  tha t  wen t  on ,  t r ied  to  f i gh t  21 

some o f  the  qua l i t y  o f  l i f e  i ssues .   Th i s  p ro jec t  22 

i s  no t  go ing  to  be  the  be  a l l ,  end  a l l  t ha t  saves  23 

G len  Cove.    24 

 I  g i ve  so  many o f  you,  f rom a l l  your  25 
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d i s t r i c t s ,  c red i t .   You c leaned up  you r  tow ns.   2 

Long  Beach ,  you  c leaned i t  up .   You made  i t  a  3 

v iab le  c i t y  w i th  t ra in  serv i ce  and  bu i ld ing s  4 

where  peop le ,  young peop le  wan t  to  go .   Th i s  5 

i sn ' t  go ing  to  be  the  be  a l l ,  end a l l  tha t  6 

a t t rac ts  peop le .   We have Ava lon ,  two o f  the m;  7 

they  a re  no t  f i l l ed .   A l l  the  res t  o f  the  8 

apar tmen ts .  9 

 G len  Cove has  become a  p lace  where  you  10 

jus t  t h row down conc re te  whereve r  and anywh ere .   11 

You dr ive  th rough Ba ldwin  -  s omebody  jus t  sa id  12 

they ' re  f rom Ba ldw in .   I 'm  the re  a l l  t he  t i me fo r  13 

my  job .   D r i ve  th rough  Ba ldwi n ,  Sunr ise  H igh way,  14 

you see bu i l d ings  tha t  a re  a l l  o f  s im i la r  15 

s t ruc ture .   G len  Cove is  o ld ,  new,  h igh ,  lo w ,  16 

whatever  i t  i s ,  wherever  you  wan t .   Don ' t  17 

cont inue  the  process .   Th i s  i s  you r  chance to  18 

he lp  make Glen  Cove r i gh t .   We  need your  inp ut .  19 

 You tu rned  Long  Beach around .   You  tu rned 20 

a  lo t  o f  p laces  around .  21 

 By  pu t t i ng  th is  th rough,  by  approv ing  22 

th is ,  I  u rge  you  no t  t o  approve i t ,  and by  23 

approv ing  i t  you ' re  jus t  l e t t i ng  ano ther  co ncre te  24 

s lab  to  go  down  tha t ' s  go ing  to  be  ano ther  25 
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fa i l u re  o f  u rban  renewal ,  l i n ing  the  pocket s  o f  2 

A lbany  down.   Don ' t  do  i t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    F rank  Ha i te l .  4 

 MR.  HAITEL :    Good  a f te rnoon .   My name i s  5 

F rank  Ha i te l  and  I  work  w i th  RXR,  the  deve l oper .  6 

 I  want  to  s ta r t  by  say ing  tha t  we have  7 

comp le te  respec t  f o r  t he  oppos i t ion  and,  in  fac t ,  8 

have  made a l l  a t tempts  to  engage  and  speak to  9 

them,  presen t  the  fac ts .  10 

 A l l  o f  t he  ques t ions ,  a l l  o f  t he  i ssues  11 

tha t  have ar i sen  tha t  have  been ment ioned t oday  12 

w i th  regard  to  p lann ing  have  been addressed  by  13 

the  p lann ing  board .   We 've  been th rough th i s  fo r  14 

ten  years  now.   Ques t ions  abou t  sewer  capac i ty .   15 

The number  o f  un i t s .   Where  the  un i t s  a re  16 

l oca ted ,  whe the r  i t ' s  one bu i l d ings  or  two 17 

bu i l d ings .   These ques t ions  have  a l l  been 18 

addressed ex tens ive l y  by  the  p lann ing  board  in  19 

thousands o f  hou rs  o f  eng ineer ing ,  a rch i tec tura l ,  20 

economic  ana lyses ,  e tce tera .  21 

 As  I  sa id  ea r l i e r ,  we ' ve  reached  out  t o  22 

those tha t  a re  no t  happy  w i th  the  pro jec t .   We  23 

have  a  we lcome cen te r .   We  mee t  them.   I n  f ac t ,  24 

as  recen t l y  as  l as t  Thursday  n igh t  we had a  la rge  25 
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number  o f  peop le ,  inc lud ing  some peop le  who  are  2 

he re ,  and t r i ed  to  p resent  the  fac ts .   The fac ts  3 

a ren ' t  a lways  p resen ted  by  the  oppos i te  s id e  i n  4 

an  accura te  way .   Jus t  a  few  examp les .  5 

 Sewer  capac i t y  was  rep resented  here ,  t ha t  6 

there  are  20 ,000  res iden ts ;  t ha t ' s  w rong  by  a  7 

fac tor  o f  about  10 .   The  ac tua l  number  o f  8 

expec ted  res iden ts  i s  abou t  one- ten th  o f  i t .   The 9 

sewer  capac i t y  s tudy  was  done .   Aga in ,  i t  w as  10 

de te rm ined  tha t  i t  was  adequa te .  11 

 More  impor tan t  t o  the  issue o f  t axes  12 

he re .   The  key  here  is  w i thou t  t h i s  p ro jec t  there  13 

i s  no  dev ia t i on  to  be  d i scussed.   Wi thou t  t h is  14 

p ro jec t  there  a re  no  taxes ,  t here  is  no  $50  15 

m i l l ion  in  add i t iona l  economic  benef i t  t o  t he  16 

c i ty  and  the  county .  The  dev ia t i on  i s  o f f  o f  a  17 

hypo the t ica l  number  as  opposed  to  the  rea l i t y  on  18 

the  ground .  19 

 Add i t i ona l l y ,  t o  add ress  the  t im ing  o f  20 

the  vo te .   We be l i eve  the  t ime  i s  now and t ha t  i s  21 

because the  ana lyses  have been  exhausted .   SVS 22 

has  done  an ex tens ive  ana lys i s .   Aga in ,  300  pages 23 

o f  ana lys i s .   That  ana lys i s  i s  exac t ly  what  every  24 

j u r i sd ic t i on ,  i nc lud ing  the  coun ty ,  re l i es  on  fo r  25 
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every  o the r  P ILOT prog ram tha t  has  been don e ,  2 

tha t  i s  exac t ly  the  me thodo logy ,  and  th i s  p ro jec t  3 

shou ld  no t  be  t rea ted  d i f f e ren t l y .  4 

 Aga in ,  w i thou t  t h i s  p ro jec t  t here  are  no  5 

revenues  fo r  the  county ,  $96 m i l l i on ,  and $6 22  6 

m i l l ion  in  revenues fo r  a l l  t he  tax ing  7 

j u r i sd ic t i ons ,  and  tha t ' s  ne t  a f te r  pay ing  a l l  o f  8 

the  cos ts  o f  essen t ia l  serv i ces  as  we l l  as  the  9 

i n te res t  and  pr inc ip le  i n  the  bond .  10 

 I  u rge  you  to  do  wha t  has  been  on the  11 

p lann ing  board  fo r ,  aga in ,  ove r  a  decade .  12 

 CLERK PULITZER:    S i r ,  you r  t ime  has  13 

exp i red .  14 

 MR.  HAITEL :    Thank you.  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    A t  t h i s  po in t  in  16 

t ime  I 'm  go ing  to  ca l l  t he  ques t ion .   We ha ve had 17 

an  oppor tun i t y  to  l i s ten  to  a  number  o f  the  18 

res idents  o f  G len  Cove .   We h ave  a lso  had an  19 

oppor tun i t y  to  l i s ten  to  the  assesso r ' s  o f f i ce ,  20 

the  mayor  h imse l f ,  and ,  o f  cou rse ,  I  be l iev e  to  21 

my  co l leagues  he re  on  the  da is .   I  am ca l l i ng  the  22 

ques t ion .  23 

 A t  t h i s  t ime ,  a l l  those in  favor  o f  -  I 'm 24 

so r ry ,  t h i s  i s  t he  way  i t ' s  go ing  to  go .   A l l  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  103  Full Legislature – 8-15-16 

those in  favo r  o f  I t em 17 as  p resented  toda y  2 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  3 

 (Aye . )  4 

 Any  opposed?  5 

 (Nay . )  6 

 Leg is la to r  Cur ran  and Leg is la to r  So lages  7 

and there  are  11  o f  us ,  so  we  have  13  as  op posed  8 

to  f i ve .   The  i t em passes  13  to  5 .  9 

 I  know somet imes  i t ' s  neve r  what  you  were  10 

w ish ing  fo r .   Le t ' s  hope  and  p ray .   Mr .  Sp i ne l lo ,  11 

make  th i s  happen  and  make i t  happen to  the  bes t  12 

o f  t he  peop le  i n  G len  Cove .   And  i f  i t  happ ens  to  13 

the  bes t  o f  t he  peop le  i n  G len  Cove,  guess  wha t ,  14 

i t  has  to  he lp  Nassau Coun ty .   Thank  you .  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Mo t ion  to  un tab le  16 

I t em 306-16.  17 

 We have a  mo t ion  by  Leg is la to r  Rhoads to  18 

un tab le  I t em 306-16,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  19 

Kope l .  20 

 A l l  in  f avor  o f  un - tab l i ng  I t em 306-16  21 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.   22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 Those opposed?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )  25 
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 The mat te r  i s  un - tab led  by  a  unan imous  2 

vo te .  3 

 We were  wa i t i ng  fo r  a  speaker  f rom the  4 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce  on  I t em 306 ,  wh ich  is  5 

the  reso lu t i on  dec la r i ng  a  cap i ta l  budge t  6 

emergency .  7 

 F ran ,  do  we have  a  speaker  f rom the  8 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce?  9 

 MR.  BECKER:    Depu ty  P res id ing  O f f i cer ,  10 

we  have a  speaker  on  the  i ssue  o f  the  vo te  tha t ' s  11 

necessary  on  one  o f  the  cap i ta l  p ro jec ts .   Mr .  12 

Gr ippo  i s  go ing  to  be  speak ing ,  okay .  13 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Grea t .  14 

 MR.  GRIPPO:    Good  a f te rnoon.  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Mr .  Gr ippo .  16 

 MR.  GRIPPO:    Dan Gr ippo ,  coun ty  17 

a t to rney 's  o f f i ce .   I  was  asked to  rev iew t wo 18 

c le rk  i t ems,  they  were  re la ted  -  305 -16 and  306-19 

16 .   306 -16,  t he  i tem request s  the  cap i ta l  b udge t  20 

emergency  reso lu t i on .   As  I  unders tand  i t ,  a  21 

ques t ion  has  been ra ised  whe ther  the  cap i ta l  22 

budget  emergency  i s  needed .  23 

 We,  in  the  coun ty  a t to rney 's  o f f i ce ,  have 24 

rev iewed  C le rk  I tem 306-16 ,  t he  reso lu t i on  f o r  25 
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the  cap i ta l  budget  emergency .   Under  the  Ch ar te r ,  2 

§310(D)  requ i res  tha t  amendments  to  the  cap i ta l  3 

budget  tha t  add  pro jec ts ,  p rog rams ,  and 4 

ac t i v i t i es  requ i re  a  dec la ra t i on  o f  a  cap i t a l  5 

budget  emergency  and  the  vo te  o f  13  members .  6 

 We,  in  th i s  i ns tance ,  dug in to  the  7 

amendment ,  wh ich  i s  the  ac tua l  i tem wh ich  i s  305 -8 

16 ,  and to  de te rmine  whe ther ,  in  our  v iew,  t ha t  9 

spec i f i c  amendment  tha t  was the  sub jec t  o f  305 -16 10 

wou ld  requ i re  a  dec la ra t ion  o f  t he  cap i ta l  budge t  11 

emergency .  12 

 Our  rev iew  has  l ed  us  to  conc lude tha t  13 

310(D)  requ i res  the  add i t i on  o f  a  cap i ta l  14 

p ro jec t ,  t o  keep  i t  s imp le .   Wha t  we  have in  305 -15 

16 ,  ra ther  than  the  add i t i ona l  o f  cap i ta l  p ro jec t  16 

o r  p ro jec ts ,  I  be l ieve  the re  a re  th ree  ca te gor ies  17 

o f  p ro jec t  re fe renced -  the  West  Shore  B r idg e,  18 

the  road  resu r fac ing ,  and Wan tagh Park  19 

improvemen ts .   Rathe r  than  add ing  prog rams o r  20 

p ro jec ts  wha t  we  have,  essent ia l l y ,  i s  a  cha nge 21 

in  the  fund ing  sou rce  needed  to  do  the  work  fo r  22 

these pro jec ts .   So  -  23 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  we  don ' t  need  24 

a  reso lu t i on  dec la r i ng  a  cap i ta l  budge t  25 
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emergency ,  i s  t ha t  where  you ' re  go ing?  2 

 MR.  GRIPPO:    That 's  cor rec t .   The re  i s  3 

no  cap i ta l  budge t  emergency .   You wou ld  w i t hdraw 4 

I t em 306-16.   305 is  an  indep enden t  i t em and  5 

there  cou ld  be  a  vo te  on  tha t  independen t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Le t ' s  tab le  tha t  7 

aga in .  8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I f  I  may ,  be fo re  9 

you tab le ,  Depu ty  Pres id ing  O f f i ce r .  10 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Su re .  11 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Mr .  Gr ippo ,  I  12 

don ' t  know i f  you  were  here  fo r  the  back  an d  13 

fo r th ,  t he  commentary  tha t  I  had  w i th  Mr .  A rno ld .  14 

I  though t  he  had  men t ioned  on  the  reco rd  th a t  15 

some o f  these  i t ems wou ld  no t  be  ab le  to  be  16 

comp le ted  i f  th i s  amendment  was no t  to  take  17 

p lace .   Does  tha t  change  you r  op in ion?   I 'm  18 

assuming  you  d idn ' t  no t  know tha t .   Bu t  doe s  tha t  19 

change  you r  op in ion  i f  you  d id  no t  know tha t?   I f  20 

you d idn ' t  know i t  and  i t  doesn ' t  change  yo u r  21 

op in ion  then  i t  doesn ' t  ma t te r .   I  j us t  wan ted  to  22 

make  sure  you  knew tha t  t i db i t .  23 

 MR.  GRIPPO:    I n  o ther  words ,  i f  t he  i tem 24 

add ing  -  mak ing  the  amendment  to  add  the  fu nd ing  25 
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were  no t  app roved i t  cou ld  j eopard ize  the  t ime ly  2 

comp le t i on  o f  t he  br idge  p ro jec t ,  fo r  ins ta nce .   3 

Yes ,  t ha t  i s  my  unders tand ing .  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     So  you  do  have  5 

the  unders tand ing  tha t  t he re  a re  add i t iona l  6 

ac t i v i t i es  tha t  a re  a  pa r t  o f  what  we are  7 

cons ider ing  today  as  par t  o f  t h i s  amendment  and 8 

you s t i l l  be l ieve  tha t  t h i s  l eg i s la t i ve  bod y  does  9 

no t  need  13 a f f i rmat ive  vo tes  o f  t he  emergen cy  to  10 

be  ab le  to  go  fo rward .  11 

 MR.  GRIPPO:    I t ' s  our  v iew tha t  I tem 12 

305,  wh ich  i s  essent ia l l y  a  change  in  a  fun d ing  13 

source  fo r  t he  p ro jec ts ,  i s  no t  the  type  o f  14 

amendment  under  310(D)  tha t  requ i res  an  eme rgency  15 

and the  13  vo tes .  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  was  ask ing  17 

counse l  then  why  -  t hen why d id  you submi t  -  why  18 

does  i t  have  tha t  language  when we  look  a t  t he  19 

ac tua l  i tem? 20 

 MR.  GRIPPO:    I  was  asked to  take  a  look  21 

a t  t he  two  i t ems ,  a t  t he  Char te r .   I  wou ld  say  22 

tha t  306 ,  tha t  i tem was submi t ted  in  e r ro r .   On a  23 

c loser  i nspec t ,  i t  was  no t  necessa ry  fo r  th i s  24 

spec i f i c  t ype  o f  f inanc ia l  amendment  as  opp osed 25 
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to  a  p ro jec t  add i t ion .  These  p ro jec ts  a l rea dy  2 

ex is t ,  i s  my  unders tand ing ,  and th is  i s  a  c hange  3 

i n  a  fund ing  sou rce ,  g iven  d i f f i cu l t ies  w i t h  the  4 

o r ig ina l l y  an t i c ipa ted  fund in g  sou rces .  I  5 

unders tand  a t  l eas t  on  two  o f  the  pro jec ts  was  6 

the  coun ty  bo r rowing ,  and the re  seems to  be  a  7 

d i f f i cu l ty  w i th  tha t  a t  the  moment .  8 

 Th is  t ype  o f  f i nanc ia l  amendment ,  in  our  9 

v iew ,  no t  the  t ype  o f  p ro jec t  ac t i v i t y  p rog ram 10 

amendment  tha t  requ i res  the  emergency .  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    We have a  mo t ion  12 

to  tab le  by  Leg is la to r  MacKenz ie ,  a  second by  13 

Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  14 

 A l l  in  f avor  o f  tab l ing  I t em 306  s ign i fy  15 

by  say ing  aye .  16 

 (Aye . )  17 

 Those opposed? 18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 Car r ies  unan imous ly .   Tab led .  20 

 I t em 305-16 is  an  ord inance t o  amend  the  21 

Ord inance Number  13-2016  adop t ing  the  cap i t a l  22 

budget  fo r  t he  yea r  2016  fo r  t he  County  o f  23 

Nassau ,  co r respond ing  to  the  f i r s t  yea r  o f  t he  24 

four -yea r  cap i ta l  p lan ,  pu rsuant  to  the  25 
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p rov is ions  o f  Sec t ion  310 o f  t he  County  2 

Government  Law.  3 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So moved.  4 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  6 

Leg is la to r  Fo rd ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Wal ker .  7 

 Th is  i tem is  be fore  the  commi t tee .  8 

 Th is  was  d iscussed  in  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  9 

a  l i t t le  wh i l e  ear l i e r .   Any  o ther  d iscuss i on  10 

among the  leg is la to rs?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  13 

 MS.  MEREDAY:    My in i t ia l  ques t i on  has  to  14 

do  w i th  what  a re  the  p ro jec ts  re la ted  to  th i s  15 

i t em and  i f  i t ,  in  f ac t ,  i nc ludes  any th ing  tha t  16 

i s  t ied  to  the  p ro jec t  s la ted  fo r  Grand Ave nue  in  17 

Ba ldwin .   Tha t ' s  my pr imary  ques t ion  fo r  th a t .   I  18 

don ’ t  have  a  breakdown o f  wha t  th i s  i s  f o r .  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Mr .  A rno ld  i s  20 

he re .   Can  you answer  the  ques t ion  about  wh e ther  21 

i t  i nvo l ves  Grand Avenue  in  Ba ldwin?  22 

 MS.  MEREDAY:    I t  does  no t .   23 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I t  does  no t .  24 

 MS.  MEREDAY:    So what  a reas  does  i t  25 
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invo lve?  2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  cou ld  te l l  you  3 

tha t ,  based on h is  comments  be fo re ,  you ' re  4 

ta lk ing  abou t  a  g loba l  countyw ide  pro jec t .  5 

 MS.  MEREDAY:    The  major i t y  o f  t h i s ,  i s  6 

th is  a lso  s ta te  and fede ra l l y  funded  in  som e 7 

aspec t?  8 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I  th ink  i t ' s  a l l  9 

s ta te  and federa l  funds .  10 

 MS.  MEREDAY:    Okay .   Aga in  I  pu t  fo r th  11 

my  request ,  my des i re ,  aga in ,  to  have,  aga i n ,  12 

some more  independence  and  t ransparency  w i t h  13 

rega rd  to  th i s  ove ra l l  p rocess ,  be  i t  an  14 

i ndependen t  whomever ,  and to  a lso  pu t  fo rwa rd  15 

tha t  we are  cons is ten t ly  no t  do ing  enough i n  16 

Nassau  County ,  i n  a  p rog ress i ve  and aggress i ve  17 

aspect ,  to  be  i nc lus ive  o f  se rv i ce  d isab led  and 18 

ve te ran  owned  bus inesses ,  as  we l l  as  m inor i t y  and 19 

women owned bus inesses ,  when  you  have two l aws  20 

tha t  a re  on  the  s ta te  books  as  we l l  as  l aws  tha t  21 

a re  on  the  fede ra l  books  tha t  p rescr ibe  a  m ore  22 

aggress i ve  fo rma t  than  the  bes t  e f fo r t s  and  le t ' s  23 

j us t  pu t  i t  i n  two-po in t  t ype  in  Newsday  o r  24 

however  i t  i s  d i s t r i bu ted  ou t .   We  con t inue  to  25 
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se t  up  persona l  se rv ices  agreements  fo r  a l l  o f  2 

these ex te rna l  consu l tan ts  fo r  l ega l  i ssues  and 3 

th ings  o f  tha t  na ture .   We ' re  pay ing  assess men ts  4 

and se t t lemen ts  to  townsh ips  fo r  e r roneous 5 

p roper ty  taxes  and  th ings  o f  t ha t  na tu re  wh en we  6 

can ' t  seem to  f i nd  a  co in  o r  two  to  aggress i ve ly  7 

deve lop  ou r  ve te ran-owned bus inesses  so  tha t  we 8 

can c rea te  j obs  and oppor tun i t ies  fo r  them who  9 

a re  leav ing  and  ou r  young peop le  who  a re  ge t t i ng  10 

educat ions  on  Long  I s land bu t  they  a re  l eav ing  11 

he re .  12 

 W i th  the  b rea ths  tha t  I  have  le f t  -  and I  13 

am t ru ly ,  a f te r  the  number  o f  p rocedures  th a t  I  14 

have  had  in  these las t  two  weeks  due  to  my 9 -11  15 

exposure  -  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  th ink  a t  some po i n t  16 

tha t  someone  up  there  is  l i s ten ing .  17 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Madam,  you r  t ime  has  18 

exp i red .  19 

 MS.  MEREDAY:    A lways .   In  more  ways  than 20 

one a t  t h i s  po in t .  21 

 I  am aga in  j us t  emphas iz ing  tha t  we need  22 

to  have more  independence,  we  need  to  have more  23 

sc ru t i ny  and  more  rev iew ,  and  we  need to  s t a r t  24 

d i rec t ing  fund ing  to  rea l l y  deve lop ing  our  25 
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ve te ran  bus inesses ,  o the rw ise  a l l  o f  t ha t  p i c tu re  2 

tak ing  fo r  t ha t  Ve te ran  Owned  Bus iness  Ac t  was  3 

j us t  -  i t  was  j us t  a  sad ,  t i r ed ,  and  un for t una te  4 

j oke ,  and I  am not  happy  abou t  i t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Thank  you,  Ms.  6 

Mereday.  7 

 Any  o the r  pub l i c  comment?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 A l l  in  f avor  o f  I t em 305-2016 ?   A l l  in  10 

favo r  s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  11 

 (Aye . )  12 

 Those opposed? 13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 I t  car r i es  unan imous ly .  15 

 Mo t ion  to  ad jou rn  by  Leg is la to r  Kope l ,  16 

seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Ford .  17 

 A l l  in  f avor  o f  ad journ ing  s ign i fy  by  18 

say ing  aye .  19 

 (Aye . )  20 

 Those opposed? 21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 The meet ing  i s  ad jou rned .   23 

  (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  24 

ad journed a t  6 :02  p .m. )  25 
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 C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t h e  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  24 th  day  o f  August ,  2016 .  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 


