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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I  ca l l  t he  F inance  2 

Commi t tee  to  o rder .   The  C le rk  i s  on  h is  wa y  back  3 

so  I ' l l  j us t  ca l l  the  ro l l .  4 

 Leg is la to r  Bynoe?  5 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Here .  6 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  Cur ran?  7 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:    Here .  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Rank ing  Member  9 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton?  10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Here .  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  12 

MacKenz ie?  13 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    He re .  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  Walke r?  15 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Here .  16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  Kope l ,  17 

s i t t ing  in  fo r  Leg is la to r  Muscare l la?  18 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Here .  19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    And myse l f ,  tha t  20 

makes a  quorum.  21 

 I t em 217-16 is  a  bond ord inan ce prov id ing  22 

fo r  a  cap i ta l  expend i tu re  to  f inance  the  ca p i ta l  23 

p ro jec ts  i den t i f ied  he re in  w i th in  the  County  o f  24 

Nassau  and  au tho r i z ing  $722,572 o f  bonds  o f  the  25 
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Coun ty  to  f i nance such  expend i tu re .  2 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  moved .  3 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  4 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  5 

Kope l ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Wa lker .  6 

 The i t em i s  now be fo re  us .   D o  we have  7 

someone he re  to  speak on  th i s?  8 

 MS.  GOETZ:    Yes .   We have  Ken  Arno ld .  9 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Okay .  10 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Good  a f te rnoon .   Ken  11 

A rno ld ,  Pub l i c  Works .   I tem 217-16  i s  a  bond  12 

o rd inance assoc ia ted  w i th  asbes tos  aba temen t  a t  13 

coun ty  fac i l i t i es .   I t ' s  a  hea l th  and sa fe t y  14 

i ssue.   We use th i s  cap i ta l  p ro jec t  to  fund  15 

asbestos - re la ted  remed ia t i ons  and mon i to r ing  a t  16 

bu i l d ings ,  whether  they ' re  under  renovat ion  or  17 

there  are  hazards  tha t  a re  uncovered  dur ing  ou r  18 

ma in tenance ac t i v i t i es .  19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I s  t h i s  someth ing  20 

we 've  done  in  the  pas t?  21 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    That  i s  co r rec t .  22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  o the r  ques t i ons  23 

among the  leg is la to rs?   Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -24 

Wh i t ton .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  7 Finance Committee – 6 - 27- 16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  know tha t  2 

N IFA passed a  reso lu t i on  on  M ay 17  s ta t i ng  t ha t  3 

up  to  20  m i l l ion  may  be  used  fo r  l ega l  4 

se t t lements  o r  o ther  uses  pe rm i t ted  by  N IFA  o the r  5 

than  fo r  t e rm ina t ion  pay .   I t ' s  rea l l y  my o p in ion  6 

tha t  t h i s  type  o f  p ro jec t ,  we  shou ld  be  ab l e  to  7 

f i nd ,  you know,  room in  the  20  m i l l i on  to  f i t  8 

someth ing  l i ke  th i s  in .   I  guess  i t ' s  more  o f  a  9 

s ta temen t  then a  ques t ion .   I  rea l l y  do  th i nk  10 

tha t  we cou ld ,  i f  we ' re  ca re fu l ,  t h i s  i s  le ss  11 

than ,  you know,  less  than f i ve  percent  t han  what  12 

i s  a l l o t ted  the re  fo r  th is  i t em.   I  hope  th a t  13 

tha t ' s  wha t  we  use  tha t  fund ing  fo r .  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Jus t  t o  no te  fo r  15 

the  reco rd ,  t he  bond  p remium may  be used  fo r  16 

se t t lements ,  wh ich  N IFA has  i nd i ca ted  they  w i l l  17 

no t  a l low bonded  mon ies  to  be  used  fo r  18 

se t t lements .   So  to  the  ex ten t  t ha t  we  use 19 

cap i ta l  p ro jec ts ,  we  use  the  bond premiums t o  pay  20 

fo r  cap i ta l  p ro jec ts ,  tha t  money  i s  no  l ong er  21 

ava i lab le  fo r  se t t lement .   I  wou ld  no te  a ls o  tha t  22 

today  we  have  seve ra l  se t t lements  tha t  we w i l l  be  23 

cons ider ing ,  and  each one o f  t hose  se t t l eme n ts  24 

w i l l  e rode  tha t  amount  o f  bond  p remium.   In  my  25 
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op in ion ,  t o  spend the  bond  p remium for  t ha t  2 

pu rpose,  fo r  bond ing  purposes ,  wh ich  i s  3 

t rad i t iona l l y  done  by  gove rnments  i s  no t  p r udent  4 

o r  reck less ,  depend ing  on  wh ich  way you wan t  to  5 

l ook  a t  i t .   6 

 Any  o the r  comments?  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Jus t  t he  8 

fac t  t ha t  NIFA approved i t  f o r  t ha t  reason,  I  9 

th ink  i t ' s  someth ing  tha t  we  shou ld  look  in to .   10 

Ra ther  than bor row ing  more  money  aga in ,  i t ' s  -  i t  11 

was recommended  by  N IFA,  o the rw ise  I  wou ldn ' t  be  12 

say ing  i t .   I  ag ree w i th  N IFA.  13 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    So  you  no  longer  14 

have  a  p rob lem w i th  a  cont rac t ing  process?  Is  15 

your  p rob lem then w i th  the  way  tha t  these 16 

cont rac ts  a re  be ing  pa id  fo r?   There  seems to  be  17 

a  change  in  pos i t i on .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No t  a t  a l l .   19 

I  jus t  t h ink  as  a  th ink ing  l eg is la to r  we  sh ou ld  20 

l ook  a t  a l l  aspec ts  o f  wha t ' s  go ing  on  i n  o u r  21 

coun ty .   I  a l so  th ink  we  shou ld  be  care fu l  w i th  22 

how we  spend  county  money in  l e t te rs  and  th ings  23 

l i ke  tha t  to  o ther  peop le ' s  d i s t r i c t s .   I  j us t  24 

th ink  i t ' s  t o ta l l y  improper .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Las t  week we  were  2 

cons ider ing  a  number  o f  d i f f e ren t  i t ems,  bo nded 3 

i t ems,  some o f  wh ich  passed.   Two o f  t hem a re  4 

back  on  the  agenda  th i s  week ,  mon ies  w i th  r espec t  5 

to  the  match  fo r  N ICE Bus and  $11.6  mi l l ion  fo r  6 

tank  rep lacemen t ,  wh ich  is  ab out  17  mi l l ion  or  7 

so .   I t  was  sugges ted  las t  week tha t  we use  the  8 

bond  p remium fo r  t ha t .   Apparent ly ,  th is  i s  an  9 

unend ing  poo l  o f  money  tha t  t he  democra ts  t h ink  10 

we  can  tap  i n to .    11 

 As  I  sa id  be fore ,  the  bond  p remium -  12 

s ince  NIFA w i l l  no t  a l low us  to  bo r row fo r  13 

se t t lements ,  to  exhaus t  the  bond  p remium,  e rode 14 

the  bond  p remium when we  know we  have se t t l ements  15 

coming  to  us  wou ld  be  a  foo l i sh  th ing  to  do .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    You guys  17 

haven ' t  ag reed to  use  any  o f  i t ,  so  I  don ' t  th ink  18 

we ' re  exhaus t ing  any th ing  a t  t h i s  po in t .  19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    D idn ' t  we approve a  20 

$20 mi l l ion  se t t lement  w i th ,  wha t  was i t ,  t he  21 

Town o f  Oys te r  Bay?  22 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Wh ich  was 23 

a l ready  f rom the  p r io r  amoun t .   Remember  th a t?   24 

Th is  i s  a  new amount .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Bu t  we  have used  i t  2 

th is  yea r .   Aga in ,  t h i s  i s  ano ther  20  mi l l i on ,  3 

bu t  today  we  are  exhaust ing  a  pa r t  o f  i t  w i th  4 

se t t lements  -  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    R igh t .  6 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    and th i s  on l y  ha l f  7 

way th rough the  year .   So  i f  we exhaus t  a l l  the  8 

money,  i t ' s  gone  and  you  can ' t  use  i t  aga in .   I f  9 

we  have se t t l ements ,  someth ing  o f  an  emerge ncy  10 

na tu re  a t  tha t  po in t ,  we  can ' t  use  i t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    L i s ten .   I  12 

th ink  i t ' s  good  i f  we ' re  care fu l  we cou ld  r ea l l y  13 

l ower  the  bond ing  and lower  the  bo r row ing  t ha t  14 

we ' re  do ing .   I  a l so  th ink  tha t  be fo re  we g i ve  15 

any  fu r the r  funds  we  rea l l y  have  to  cons ide r  an  16 

i ndependen t  IG.   I f  you  read  the  a r t i c le  th a t  17 

Kevan Abrahams re ferenced be fo re ,  there  hav e  been 18 

a t tempts  by  emp loyees s i t t ing  in  th i s  room t o  19 

s top  cer ta in  con t rac ts  f rom go ing  ou t  and t hose 20 

a t tempts  were  comp le te ly  i gno re .  21 

 I  sa t  he re  wh i l e  we saw S ingh ,  we 've  seen 22 

-  jus t  i n  the  few years  tha t  I ' ve  been  here  we 've  23 

seen  so  many  con t rac ts  be  g i ven.   I 'm t i red  o f  24 

see ing  the  waste .   I  don ’ t  t r us t  t he  p rocess .  25 
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 L i s ten .   We 've  sa id  i t  be fore .   I  don ' t  2 

unders tand  why you ' re  no t  cons ider ing  g i v in g  3 

i ndependen t  c la r i f i ca t ion  to  an  inspec to r  4 

genera l .   The  who le  pu rpose be ing ,  i t  wou ld  avo id  5 

a  s i tua t ion  l i ke  we saw wi th  B lue  Ch ips .   I f  6 

someone doesn ' t  ag ree w i th  th e  i ndependent ,  you  7 

know,  inspec tor  genera l ,  t ha t  pe rson  cannot  be  8 

f i red .   And wha t  we saw in  tha t  a r t i c l e  jus t  9 

exp lo i ted  the  fac t  t ha t  the  employees d id  n o t  10 

ag ree,  t hey  p ro tes ted  the  con t rac ts  and ye t  i t  11 

s t i l l  go t  passed .   The  reason  why no  one  sa i d  12 

any th ing  pub l ic l y  o r  no th ing  e lse  happened i s  13 

because they  cou ld  have been  a f ra id  fo r  the i r  14 

j obs ,  poss ib l y .  15 

 Un t i l  we  address  the  e lephan t  in  the  room 16 

-  aga in ,  I  have  been  here  th r ough a  number  o f  17 

th ings ,  l i ke  I  men t ioned ,  w i th  S ingh  and ,  18 

honest ly ,  Looks  Grea t  Se rv ice  -  I  know you 19 

ment ioned tha t  t ha t  se t t led ,  I  haven ' t  been  to ld  20 

tha t ,  I  haven ' t  seen  a  re lease .   So I  don ' t  fee l  21 

comfor tab le  w i th  th i s  p rocess  and I 'm no t  g o ing  22 

to  g ive  any  more  bond ing  un t i l  I  do .  23 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    The e le phant  i n  the  24 

room,  f rom my  pe rspec t ive ,  i s  leg i s la to rs  w ho are  25 
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e lec ted  to  do  a  job ,  who  a re  here  no t  do ing  tha t  2 

j ob ,  who  a re  s lowing  down and  gr ind ing  to  a  ha l t  3 

th is  county  gove rnment  fo r  a  po l i t i ca l  agen da.   4 

So  i f  we  wan t  to  ta l k  abou t  e lephants ,  l e t ' s  l ook  5 

-   6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    In  my 7 

op in ion ,  I  t h ink  i f  you  -  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Wa i t .   A re  you  9 

go ing  to  l e t  me  f i n i sh  speak ing ,  because  I  10 

usua l l y  le t  you  f i n i sh  speak ing .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Go  ahead .  12 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Go  ahea d .   Go 13 

ahead.   Thank  you.   I  apprec ia te  tha t .  14 

 Aga in ,  t he  e lephan t  in  the  room is  a  15 

g roup o f  l eg i s la to rs  who  a re  abs ta in ing  on  a  vas t  16 

ma jo r i t y  o f  con t rac ts ,  who  a re  vo t ing  no  fo r  17 

bond ing ,  who  are  no t  do ing  the i r  j obs ,  and who  18 

a re  br ing ing  th i s  gove rnment  to  a  g r ind ing  h a l t  19 

fo r  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    In  my 21 

op in ion  -  a re  you done?  22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    a  po l i t i ca l  agenda .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    In  my 24 

op in ion  -  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -2 

Wh i t ton .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Thank you,  4 

Cha i rman .  5 

 L i s ten .   I  r ece ived a  number  o f  ca l l s  and 6 

I  spoke to  a  number  o f  mayors  abou t  bond ing  fo r  7 

d i f f e ren t  p ro jec ts  and  they  a l l ,  by  the  end  o f  8 

the  conversa t ion ,  ag reed  w i th  me  tha t  we  ne ed 9 

some k ind  o f  re fo rm,  as  we l l  as  80  percent  o f  the  10 

popu la t i on ,  acco rd ing  to  cer ta in  surveys  ag r ee .   11 

 We ' re  go ing  to  have a  re fe rendum in  12 

November .   I  can ' t  even te l l  you  the  number  o f  13 

repub l icans ,  democra ts ,  independen ts  tha t  a re  a l l  14 

happy to  s ign  the  pe t i t i ons  fo r  i t .   The re  i s  a  15 

need  here .   Unfo r tunate l y ,  t h ings  were  abus ed.  16 

 I ’m g lad  tha t  we  no longer  have the  17 

25 ,000  and  under  con t rac ts .   I 'm  g lad  tha t  t he re  18 

i s  some type  o f  d i sc losu re .   But  t he  rea l  t h ing  19 

tha t  we need ,  wh ich  is  an  independen t  inspe c to r  20 

genera l ,  I  mean ,  you ' re  rea l l y  t he  obs t ruc t i on is t  21 

because you abso lu te ly  re fuse  to  even cons id er  22 

i t .   You  re fuse  to  g ive  any  p ro tec t i on  to  t he  23 

pe rson  in  th i s  pos i t ion .   Wi thou t  tha t ,  I  d on ' t  24 

th ink  tha t  t he  person cou ld  func t i on  i n  th i s  25 
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pos i t i on .   So  I  honest ly  th ink  you ' re  the  2 

obs t ruc t ion i s t  i n  th is  s i t ua t i on .  3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    We have  imp lemen ted 4 

a  number  o f  re fo rms to  the  p rocess  and  we h ave  5 

imp lemen ted a  number  o f  re fo rms to  the  p roc ess  6 

i nc lud ing  the  appo in tmen t  o f  an  ind i v idua l  who  i s  7 

i n  the  pos i t i on  o f  commiss ione r  o f  i nves t ig a t i on ,  8 

the  procurement  o f f i ce r ,  l ower ing  the  th res ho ld ,  9 

vendor  d isc losu res ,  e t ce te ra ,  e t ce te ra ,  e tc e te ra .   10 

So  the  m inor i ty  now is  s topp ing  gove rnment  11 

because they  wan t  the  commiss ioner  o f  12 

i nves t iga t ions  to  have  a  con t rac t .   Now,  i f  tha t  13 

i s  a  reason to  s top  gove rnmen t  f rom work ing  then  14 

-  le t  me  say  th i s  -  i t ' s  no t  a  reason to  s t op  15 

gove rnment  f rom work ing .    16 

 I 'm go ing  to  say  th i s  aga in .   You can 17 

have  tha t  pos i t i on .   You ' re  f ree  to  do  tha t .   18 

Th is  i s  s imp ly  a  po l i t i ca l  a t tempt  to  keep th i s  19 

i ssue a l i ve  as  l ong as  poss ib le .   And i f  yo u  wan t  20 

to  s top  the  gove rnment  f rom w ork ing ,  you ' re  no t  21 

do ing  what  the  pub l i c  e lec ted  you to  come h e re  22 

and do .  23 

 Leg is la to r  Bynoe .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  jus t  25 
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wanted  to  f i n ish  th i s .   I s  t ha t  okay?  2 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I  recogn ized  3 

Leg is la to r  Bynoe ,  she has  been  wa i t i ng .   Are  you  4 

ced ing  you r  t ime  to  Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -Whi t t on?  5 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    I  don ' t  t h ink  tha t  6 

there  is  a  t ime  l im i t  on  us .  7 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    There  i sn ' t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    I 'm a l low ing  her  to  9 

go  ahead ,  to  f i n ish  he r  though t .  10 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    R igh t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Those s teps  12 

tha t  we 've  pu t  i n ,  wh ich  you  have ment ioned ,  I  do  13 

ag ree.   Most  o f  them came f rom th i s  s ide  as  14 

recommenda t ions .   I  do  agree  w i th  what  we 'v e  one  15 

so  fa r ,  bu t  no th ing  we 've  done  wou ld  have s topped 16 

the  Ab tec  or  o ther  con t rac ts  tha t  I  have  a  rea l  17 

p rob lem wi th .  18 

 The fac t  t ha t  t he  procuremen t  o f f i ce r  19 

cannot  subpoena  is  a  rea l  i ssue.   Th is  i s  a l l  20 

th ings  tha t  we need to  p ro tec t  our  taxpayer s  21 

money.   Hones t l y ,  I  hear  -  and  I  don ' t  know what  22 

you hear  f rom your  cons t i t uen ts .   Bu t  I 'm 23 

ac tua l l y  s topped  a t  the  bus  s top  w i th  peop l e  24 

ask ing  me wha t  we ' re  do ing  to  make  sure  tha t  t h i s  25 
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s tops  and app laud ing  the  fac t  tha t  we ' re  no t  2 

bond ing ,  we ' re  no t  pu t t i ng  more  money in to  th i s  3 

sys tem tha t  we know is  f lawed .    4 

 I  don ' t  th ink  gove rnment  i s  s topped.   Bu t  5 

I  do  th ink  tha t  we  hopefu l l y  a re  s topp ing  t h ings  6 

l i ke  B lue  Ch ip  f rom proceed ing  i n  the  fu tu r e .  7 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    By  vo t i ng  aga ins t  8 

the  bond ing  fo r  the  cap i ta l  p lan  i n  March  y ou 9 

don ' t  th ink  gove rnment 's  been  s topped.   I t ' s  been 10 

th ree  months .   These  p ro jec ts  take  yea rs  to  11 

s ta r t .   When  you  s low them down,  when you s top  12 

them ove r  tha t  t h ree  mon th  pe r iod  th ings  co me to  13 

a  gr ind ing  ha l t .   You may no t  see i t  t oday  bu t ,  14 

fo r  example ,  wha t  Mr .  Se tzer  spoke  about  la s t  15 

t ime ,  i f  you  don ' t  app rove  the  N ICE Bus mat ch ,  16 

you have  buses  tha t  a re  two years  down  the  road 17 

tha t  a re  no t  go ing  to  a r r i ve  and  poss ib le  i ssues  18 

a t  t ha t  da te .   So to  s i t  here  and to  w i l l fu l l y  t o  19 

be l i eve  no th ing ' s  happened  i s  jus t  s i l l y .    20 

 The movement  o f  gove rnment  has  come to  a  21 

s top  i n  many ,  many  d i f fe ren t  ways .   I  cou ld  te l l  22 

you some i ssues  I  have  had  in  my  d is t r i c t  i s  23 

ge t t ing  emergency  repav ing  done because we ' re  24 

ge t t ing  to  the  po in t  where  the  funds  tha t  w ere  25 
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supposed  to  be  approved fo r  t ha t  haven ' t  be en 2 

approved  ye t .   To  th ink  tha t ' s  no th ing 's  hap pened 3 

j us t  shows  tha t  you don ' t  have  an  unders tan d ing  4 

o f  how governmen t  works .  5 

 Leg is la to r  Bynoe .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  jus t  have 7 

one las t  ques t i on .   R ich ,  why  is  i t  tha t  yo u  have 8 

-  why  w i l l  you  no t  vo te  fo r  s omeone be ing  g i ven 9 

the  guaran tee  o f  an  independence  so  they  fe e l  10 

f ree  to  convey  wha t  in fo rmat ion  and what  op in ion  11 

they  have?   I 'm  honest ly ,  l i ke ,  wa i t ,  I 'm n o t  12 

done .    13 

 I  have  a  l o t  o f  respec t  fo r  you.   I  th ink  14 

you are  smar t ,  and  I  t h ink  tha t  you don ' t  l i ke  15 

what 's  go ing  on  e i ther .   And  th i s  i s  a  way tha t  16 

we  can  s top  any th ing  bu t  h ighes t  c r i te r i a ,  wh ich  17 

ou r  res idents  dese rve .  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Look .   I  have a  lo t  19 

respec t  fo r  you  and a l l  the  members  o f  your  20 

caucus ,  and I  t h ink  the  same th ing  o f  a l l  o f  you ;  21 

I  th ink  you a re  a l l  b r igh t  i nd iv idua ls .   I  t h ink  22 

to  a rgue  ove r  semant ics ,  because  you  wan t  a n  23 

i nspec to r  genera l  and we  have  a  commiss ione r  o f  24 

i nves t iga t ions  and  you  wan t  th is  person to  have a  25 
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cont rac t  so ,  the re fo re ,  you have  to  shut  do wn the  2 

gove rnment ;  i n  my op in ion ,  t ha t  i s  e i t he r  3 

comp le te ly  i r ra t iona l  o r  i t ' s  po l i t i ca l .   O ne o f  4 

the  two.   So  why  won ' t  you  -  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can you 6 

answer  my ques t ion?  7 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Because  I  don ' t  8 

th ink  i t ' s  necessa ry .   I t ' s  no t  necessary .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Why no t  10 

g i ve  the  person  -  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I t ' s  no t  necessa ry .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I t  i s .  13 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I 'm answer ing  your  14 

ques t ion .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Look  -  16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I  answered  you r  17 

ques t ion .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We say  i n  19 

the  B lue  Ch ips  a r t i c le  -  20 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    You asked me a  21 

ques t ion ,  I  answered  i t .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    You d idn ' t  23 

answer  i t .    24 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Why?   Because I  25 
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d idn ' t  say  yes?  2 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Why don ' t  3 

you fee l  comfor tab le  g iv ing  someone the  sec u r i ty  4 

o f  a  con t rac t?   Le t ' s  jus t  go  back  to  what  5 

happened  w i th  B lue  Ch ips .   O ther  emp loyees d id  6 

come up.   Other ,  you  know,  peop le  tha t  a re  i n  7 

charge  o f  d i f fe ren t  -  I  don ' t  want  to  name a nyone 8 

-  bu t  d i f f e ren t  g roups  d id  co me up  and  say  t ha t  9 

they  were  no t  comfor tab le  w i th  th i s  s i tua t i on .   10 

I f  we had someone tha t  was  secure  in  the i r  j ob  11 

and had a  con t rac t  and  d id  no t  have to  wor r y  12 

abou t  the  rami f i ca t i on  o f  th i s  s i t ua t i on  th a t  13 

cou ld  have  been  avo ided.   And  tha t ' s  $50 ,00 0 .   I t  14 

doesn ' t  sound  l i ke  much,  bu t  t ha t ' s  jus t  pa r t  o f  15 

i t .  16 

 Jus t  t e l l  me  why  you  don ' t  f ee l  17 

comfor tab le  -  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I  to ld  you  why .   I  19 

don ' t  be l i eve  a f te r  a l l  -  we l l ,  a f te r  a l l  o f  t he  20 

re fo rms tha t  we  pu t  in to  p lace ,  number  one.   21 

Number  two .   A f te r  survey ing  mos t  o f  t he  co unt ies  22 

i n  the  s ta te ,  we  have the  mos t  t ransparent  23 

p rocess  in  New York  Sta te .    24 

 That 's  rea l  n ice .   We have  a  l o t  o f  25 
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respec t .   We  le t  you  come up  here  a l l  the  t ime  2 

and ta lk  and  nobody in te r rup ts  you .   R igh t .   Bu t  3 

we  have the  respec t  fo r  you.   We have the  r espec t  4 

fo r  you,  Ms.  Mereday .   We have  the  respec t  f o r  5 

you to  l e t  you  do  what  you r  r i gh ts  say  you a re  6 

ab le  to  do .   Bu t  we s i t  he re  qu ie t l y .   We s i t  7 

he re  qu ie t l y  and  l i s ten  to  you .   So when  we ' re  8 

hav ing  a  d iscuss ion  up  here ,  you  have to  ma ke le t  9 

ou t  th is  fake  cough.   Obv ious l y ,  i t ' s  no t  a  two-10 

way s t ree t  w i th  you.   I t ' s  obv ious  to  us .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Le t ' s  sum 12 

th is  up ,  R ich ,  j us t  so  I  unders tand,  Mr .  13 

N ico le l l o .  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I  wasn ' t  f in ished 15 

ta lk ing ,  be fo re  Ms .  Mereday dec ided she was  go ing  16 

to  g ive  tha t  phony  cough  o f  he rs ,  the  loude s t  in  17 

the  room.   I 'm no t  i nsu l t i ng  you .   I 'm  jus t  18 

ask ing  you  to  have  the  same amount  o f  respe c t  fo r  19 

us  as  human be ings  as  we  have  fo r  you.  20 

 You have  the  r i gh t  t o  speak.   You have  21 

the  r i gh t  to  speak .   We unders tand  tha t .   B u t  we  22 

s i t  and l i s ten  to  you respec t fu l l y .   A l l  r i gh t .   23 

We ' re  ta lk ing  up  here  and you  don ' t  have  th e  24 

respec t  to  s i t  and  l i s ten  to  us .   Yeah ,  you  are  25 
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now.  2 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    R ich ,  jus t  3 

to  wrap th is  up .  4 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Wa i t  a  second.   5 

Le t ' s  wrap  th is  up  because  I  wasn ' t  f i n i she d  6 

speak ing .  7 

 Ve ry  s imp ly ,  i t ' s  comp le te ly  unnecessary .   8 

We have the  mos t  t ransparent  con t rac t i ng  pr ocess  9 

i n  the  S ta te  o f  New York .   We pu t  in ,  in  fa c t ,  10 

a l l  these re fo rms.   We have a  commiss ioner  o f  11 

i nves t iga t ions  tha t ' s  go ing  to  be  do ing  exa c t l y  12 

what  you  wan t  them to  do .   So  to  say ,  okay ,  13 

you ' ve  done a l l  those th ings ,  we  have the  m ost  14 

t ransparen t  sys tem in  the  Sta te  o f  New York  bu t  15 

we  wan t  you to  do  more  and  we ' re  go ing  to  s hut  16 

down  government .   That  makes  no  sense to  me .   17 

I t ' s  i r ra t iona l .   So  jus t  fo r  the  sake  o f  18 

p r inc ip le  I 'm  no t  go ing  to  ag ree  to  you.  19 

 You are  us ing  your  power  as  a  mino r i ty  t o  20 

g r ind  th ings  to  a  ha l t ,  and as  a  sense  o f  21 

p r inc ip le  I 'm  no t  go ing  to  s i t  here  and agr ee 22 

w i th  you  to  do  tha t ,  under  no  c i rcumstances .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  jus t  to  24 

be  c lear ,  you  ob jec t  t o  hav ing  an  independe n t  25 
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inspec to r  genera l  w i th  the  p ro tec t ion  -  2 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Th is  i s  go ing  3 

a round  in  a  c i r c le .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    to  5 

i nves t iga te  -  no .  6 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  Bynoe .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No .  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Th is  i s  go ing  9 

a round  in  a  c i r c le .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Jus t  11 

exp la in  to  me  one las t  t ime -  12 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  Bynoe ,  13 

you ' re  up .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Mr .  15 

N ico le l l o  -   16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I t ' s  go ing  a round 17 

in  a  c i r c le .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  haven ' t  19 

f i n i shed .   So  you are  ob jec t i ng  to  the  i dea  o f  an  20 

i ndependen t  i nspec to r  genera l  w i th  a  con t ra c t  to  21 

i nves t iga te  pub l ic  cor rup t ion?   22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I 'm ob jec t ing  to  23 

you po l i t i ca l l y  shut t i ng  down  th is  governme n t  fo r  24 

a  po l i t i ca l  agenda .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Fo rget  i t .   2 

You know wha t?  3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    That 's  my 4 

s ta temen t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I ' ve  never  6 

seen  any th ing  l i ke  i t .   Bu t  a re  you ob jec t i ng  to  7 

-  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I 'm ob jec t ing  to  9 

you vo t i ng  down  cont rac tua l  i t ems fo r  buses ,  10 

th ings  we 've  done fo reve r ,  f o r  po l i t i ca l  ba s is .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    On  the  12 

reco rd  you ' re  go ing  to  ob jec t  to  hav ing  an  13 

i ndependen t  i nspec to r  w i th  a  con t rac t  to  p r o tec t  14 

the i r  pos i t i on  -  15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    We have  an  16 

independen t  i nspec to r .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I 'm no t  18 

f i n i shed ,  wa i t  -  t o  inves t iga te  pub l ic  19 

co r rup t i on .   Yes  o r  no?  20 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Yes  or  no?  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Yes  or  no?  22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    The answer  to  the  23 

ques t ion  i s  t h i s  -  we have  a  commiss ione r  o f  24 

i nves t iga t ions  -  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No .   No.  2 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    who -  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Yes  or  no?   4 

Yes  or  no?  5 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Wa i t .   Wai t .   Th is  6 

i s  no t  a  c ross  examina t ion .   A re  you  ou t  o f  your  7 

m ind?   8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No .  9 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    That 's  enough o f  10 

th is .   Leg is la to r  Bynoe,  go  ahead.  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    What  i s  12 

tha t?   W i l l  we leave  i t  b lank?   Is  i t  a  yes  or  a  13 

no?  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Do  you  wan t  me  to  15 

te l l  you  aga in?   I  t h ink  i t ' s  comp le te ly  16 

i r ra t i ona l  and a  derogat ion  o f  you r  pub l ic  du t ies  17 

to  s i t  t he re  and  vo te  no  fo r  t hese  pub l i c  s a fe ty  18 

hea l th  i tems  fo r  po l i t i ca l  reasons .   So why  do  19 

you do  tha t?   Yes  or  no?  20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Because I  21 

th ink  tha t  you ' re  do ing  -  22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Why wou ld  you to  do  23 

someth ing  l i ke  tha t?  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    You are  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  25 Finance Committee – 6 - 27- 16 

be ing  the  obs t ruc t ion i s t .  2 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Why wou ld  you be  an  3 

obs t ruc t ion i s t?  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    There  is  a  5 

c lea r  need  and the re  i s  a  po l i t i ca l  -  6 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I 'm an  7 

obs t ruc t ion i s t?  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    There  is  - -  9 

a l l  o f  our  cons t i t uents  -   10 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    A l l  r i gh t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    80  percent  12 

o f  our  cons t i tuents  ag ree tha t  we need  th is .   13 

Th is  i s  someth ing  tha t  our  res iden ts  wan t .   You 14 

a re  obs t ruc t i ng  i t  because  we ' re  bas ica l l y  a t  the  15 

po in t  where  we ' re  say ing ,  look ,  th is  i s  wha t  we 16 

need .   I t ' s  no t  a  huge  th ing .   I t ' s  bas i ca l l y  17 

j us t  secur ing  the i r  occupa t ion  and  the i r  jo b  and  18 

a l low ing  them to  i nves t i ga te  poss ib le  pub l i c  19 

co r rup t i on .   How you  can  ob jec t  to  i t  as  a  20 

f i nance rank ing  member ,  I  th ink  you wou ld  w ant  21 

tha t .   I  wou ld  th ink  you  wou ld  wan t  to  be  22 

p ro tec ted .  23 

 We 've  been  embar rassed  enough .   So  I  24 

guess  your  answer  i s  no .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I 'm g lad  you ' re  2 

b r ing ing  up  obs t ruc t ion i s t ,  because I 'm ass uming  3 

when  we ge t  t o  the  par t  o f  t he  ca lendar  in  wh ich  4 

we  vo te  fo r  t he  coun ty  match  to  make  sure  t ha t  we 5 

s t i l l  have  buses  runn ing  i n  t h is  county  fo r  the  6 

peop le  who  most  need  i t  -  the  s tuden ts ,  the  poor  7 

peop le ,  tha t  you ' re  go ing  to  vo te  yes .   I f  you  8 

vo te  no ,  you  are  a  100  percen t  obs t ruc t i on i s t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    That 's  10 

rea l l y  no t  t rue .   I  be l i eve ,  number  one,  nu mber  11 

one,  I 'm  not  ready  to  g i ve  more  money w i thou t  12 

th is  reassurance .   A l l  you  have to  do  is  sa y ,  you 13 

know wha t?   You ' re  r igh t .   We 've  l i ved  th ro ugh  14 

i t .   We 've  l i ved  th rough  -  15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I sn ' t  t ha t  t he  16 

essence o f  ex to r t i on?  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We 've  l i ved  18 

th rough every th ing  e lse .  19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I sn ' t  t ha t  t he  20 

essence o f  ex to r t i on?  We ' re  no t  go ing  to  l e t  you  21 

run  th is  gove rnmen t .   We ' re  no t  go ing  to  le t  t he  22 

buses  ro l l  -  23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Un t i l  we  24 

know you ' re  be ing  ca re fu l .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    We ' re  go ing  to  make 2 

su re  tha t  peop le  who  mos t  despera te l y  need buses  3 

don ' t  ge t  them un less  you do  wha t  we  wan t .   4 

That 's  ex tor t ion .   I t ' s  no t  go ing  to  work  h e re .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  th ink  the  6 

peop le  wan t  th i s  re fe rendum,  and  I  t h ink  th a t  the  7 

peop le  wan t  to  see  the i r  money  be ing  accoun ted  8 

fo r .  9 

 I  don ' t  unders tand  how you  don ' t  agree  10 

w i th  tha t .  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    The peop le  have a  12 

say  every  two  years .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  rea l l y  14 

don ' t  see  how you don ' t  ag ree  w i th  the  fac t  tha t  15 

we  need th is  p ro tec t ion .  16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I t  bogg les  my mind  17 

tha t  you  can ' t  unders tand th i s  very  s imp le  18 

pos i t i on  tha t  we  have.   I  don ' t  th ink  the  i ssue 19 

i s  w i th  us .  I  honest ly  th ink  the  i ssue  i s  w i th  20 

you no t  unders tand ing  a  ve ry  s imp le  concept  o f  21 

how governmen t  ope ra tes ,  bu t  t ha t ' s  -  22 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  don ' t  23 

th ink  gove rnmen t  shou ld  opera te  th is  way ,  n o t  24 

a f te r  see ing  the  Abtec ,  s i t t i ng  he re  th roug h  the  25 
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S ingh cont rac t ,  and the  VIP Sp lash .   We 've  seen 2 

one example  a f te r  anothe r .   T h is  i s  no t  the  way 3 

gove rnment  shou ld  work .   I  t h ink  we have  to  f i x  4 

i t .  5 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Ac tua l l y ,  the  6 

p rocess  tha t  th i s  leg i s la tu re  has  fo l l owed has  -  7 

you ment ioned  a  number  o f  d i f f e ren t  cont rac ts .   8 

Bu t  th is  l eg i s la tu re  has  been  above reproac h  and  9 

I  wou ld  say  bo th  s ides  s ince  we 've  been in  the  10 

ma jo r i t y .   I  th ink  we 've  asked  the  appropr i a te  11 

ques t ions .  Do  we  a lways  ge t  a l l  o f  t he  12 

i n fo rmat ion  tha t  we need?  I s  i t  poss ib le  t ha t  13 

somebody  cou ld  a lways  work  the  sys tem?  Yea h ,  14 

i t ' s  a lways  the  case .   But  I  t h ink  governmen ta l l y  15 

th is  l eg is la tu re ,  as  a  body ,  has  func t ioned  the  16 

way i t  shou ld  fo r  the  las t  f ew  years .   And I  17 

th ink  w i th  the  add i t iona l  re fo rms in  p lace ,  some 18 

o f  wh ich  a re  go ing  to  he lp ,  l e t ' s  be  honest ,  some 19 

o f  wh ich  a re  s imp ly  go ing  to  s low the  proces s  up  20 

fu r the r .   Bu t ,  w i th  the  re fo rms in  p lace  an d  the  21 

way th is  l eg i s la tu re  works ,  I  th ink  the  22 

l eg i s la tu re ,  i t se l f ,  has  been  above reproac h ,  and 23 

I  th ink  we 've  ac tua l l y  done the  job  -  un t i l  now,  24 

we 've  done  the  j ob  we ' re  supposed to  do .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    F i rs t  o f  2 

a l l ,  I  don ' t  see  how you  can  th ink  tha t  w i t h  a l l  3 

th is  go ing  on .  4 

 Number  two .   I  don ' t  t h ink  any  o f  the  5 

th ings  we pu t  i n  p lace  to  th i s  da te  wou ld  h ave  6 

s topped an  Ab tec  f rom be ing  passed .   Honest l y ,  7 

l i ke  you  sa id ,  we are  dependen t  on  ge t t i ng  t he  8 

co r rec t  in fo rma t ion ,  bu t  we 've  a l ready  seen  tha t  9 

tha t ' s  no t  enough fo r  us  to  depend  on.   We need 10 

someone who can  subpoena ,  and  we  need someo ne who 11 

i s  secure  enough  to  say  what  i s  go ing  on  be fore  12 

the  taxpayers '  money  i s  wasted .  13 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    A l l  r i gh t .   You ge t  14 

the  las t  word .  15 

 Leg is la to r  Bynoe .  16 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    A l l  r i gh t .   I  wanted  17 

to  ta l k  abou t  th is  spec i f i c  i ssue,  and  I  se e  tha t  18 

we 've  k ind  o f  gone  beyond tha t .   I  t h ink  yo u ' re  19 

p robab ly  go ing  to  asse r t  some o f  you r  same 20 

a rguments ,  bu t  I 'm  go ing  to  go  have i t  ou t  and  21 

speak to  th i s  anyway .  22 

 I n  our  OMB repor t ,  t he  mon th l y  repor t ,  as  23 

o f  May  31 ,  2016 ,  i t  s ta ted  tha t  we ' re  expec ted  to  24 

have  a  $3 .7  m i l l ion  su rp lus ,  and  I 'm  sugges t ing  25 
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tha t  we use tha t  t o  pay  th is  th ree -quar te rs  o f  a  2 

m i l l ion  do l l a rs  in  expenses fo r  the  abateme n t .   3 

So  wh i le  I  be l i eve  tha t  we  a re  go ing  to  be  vo t ing  4 

no  on  issues ,  I  do  th ink  tha t  the  admin i s t r a t i on  5 

has  the  ab i l i t y  to  admin is te r  gove rnment  be cause  6 

we  have iden t i f i ed  severa l  poo ls  o f  money t o  7 

wh ich  the  admin i s t ra t i on  has  the  ab i l i t y  to  8 

u t i l i ze  to  make  su re  tha t  essent ia l  se rv ice s  a re  9 

be ing  prov ided.    10 

 So ,  I  don ' t  t h ink  th is  governmen t  needs 11 

to  g r i nd  to  a  ha l t .   I  t h ink  wha t  th is  gove r nmen t  12 

needs to ,  as  the  admin is t ra t i on  needs to ,  l ook  a t  13 

the  money tha t  i s  ava i lab le  fo r  use ,  d isenc umber  14 

some o f  the  con t rac ts  tha t  a ren ' t  essent ia l ,  and  15 

I  a l so  th ink  and  agree  who lehear ted l y  tha t  t he  IG 16 

o r  the  cor rec t i ons  -  I 'm  sor ry  -  commiss ione r  o f  17 

cont rac ts  needs  to  be  independen t .   I  th ink  tha t  18 

every  s ing le  ind iv idua l  tha t  i s  he re  -  I  do n ' t  19 

th ink  anyone  is  l i s ten ing .   A re  you l i s ten i ng?   20 

Every  ind i v idua l  t ha t  i s  here ,  i f  they  had pu t  21 

themse lves  i n  the  shoes o f  t he  new h i re  and  was 22 

requ i red  to  now inves t iga te  the  ac tua l  peop le  who 23 

h i red  them and d id  no t  have any  pa r t i cu la r  24 

p ro tec t i ons ,  tha t  they ,  themse lves ,  wou ld  h ave  to  25 
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fee l  t ha t  in  some way or  ano ther  they  cou ld  have  2 

a  po ten t ia l  compromise  i f  th i s ,  in  some way ,  i s  3 

no t  a  to ta l l y  ob jec t ive  pos i t i on .  4 

 I  am in  favo r  o f  us  mov ing  fo rward  w i th  5 

an  IG.   I  th ink  wh i l e  we  vo te  no ,  we  have 6 

i den t i f i ed  seve ra l  poo ls  o f  money tha t  i s  7 

ava i lab le  to  th i s  admin i s t ra t i on ,  and I  th i nk  the  8 

admin i s t ra t i on  shou ld  do  j us t  tha t ,  admin is te r  9 

gove rnment .  10 

 Thank you.  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Jus t  two  qu ick  12 

po in ts .   I  r espec t fu l l y  d i sag ree  w i th  your  13 

pos i t i on .  14 

 Number  one  i s  tha t ,  you  know,  even  i f  you  15 

l ook  a t  th is  $3  mi l l ion  and we  have a  $278 16 

m i l l ion  cap i ta l  p lan  wh ich  requ i res  cap i ta l  17 

bo r row ing ,  so  tha t  t h ree  m i l l i on  i s  a  smal l  18 

f rac t i on .  19 

 Number  two  -  we  may even  have  a  pro jec ted  20 

$3  m i l l i on  su rp lus  a t  th is  po in t ,  bu t  you o n ly  21 

l ook  on  te lev is ion  to  see wha t 's  go ing  on  i n  the  22 

f i nanc ia l  marke ts ,  because  o f  what  happened  w i th  23 

B r i t a in  apparen t ly ,  and you see a l so  j ob  rep or ts  24 

tha t  a re  ex t reme ly  d iscourag ing .   Th is  coun ty  i s  25 
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ex t remely  re l ian t  on  sa les  taxes .   So to  b l i nd ly  2 

go  i n to  the  nex t  s ix  mon ths  and th ink  tha t  t he  3 

sa les  taxes  a re  go ing  to  con t inue to  per fo r m i s  a  4 

ve ry  r i sky  p ropos i t i on .   We cou ld  ve ry  we l l  see  5 

the  beg inn ings  o f  a  recess ion .   We cou ld  se e  6 

impacts  because  o f  t he  l oss  o f  wha t ' s  happe n ing  7 

i n  the  s tock  marke t  and peop le  l ose  the i r  8 

d i sposab le  i ncome.   You cou ld  see sa les  tax es  9 

d rop .   So to  go  ou t  and spend  a  pro jec ted  s u rp lus  10 

i n  June when  you  have s i x  mon ths  to  go  i s  no t  11 

someth ing  tha t  i s  w ise ,  in  my  op in ion .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Okay .   Bu t  aga in ,  13 

there  are  cap i ta l  funds  tha t  cou ld  be  14 

d i sencumbered  to  dea l  w i th  some o f  t hese  is sues  15 

and I  th ink  we need to  l ook  a t  t ha t .   We  d i dn ' t  16 

j us t  i dent i f y  one poo l  o f  mon ey tha t  wou ld  a l l ow  17 

the  admin i s t ra t i on  to  move  fo rward  and  gove rn  18 

approp r ia te l y ;  we iden t i f i ed  a  few ,  a t  l eas t  19 

th ree  or  f ou r  d i f f e ren t  poo ls  o f  money .   Ea ch 20 

t ime  we speak  to  those  poo ls  o f  money there  is  21 

some a rgumen t  o r  some conten t ion  as  to  why w e 22 

won ' t  do  i t .   No t  why we  can ' t  do  i t ,  why  w e  23 

won ' t  do  i t .   So  I  t h ink  we need  to  look  pa ssed 24 

why we  won ' t  do  i t  and  s ta r t  do ing  the  work  o f  25 
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the  peop le  w i th  tha t  money .   The  money  i s  t here .   2 

P r io r i t i ze .   You 've  c lea r l y  i den t i f i ed  thos e  3 

i ssues  tha t  you  th ink  are  ess ent ia l  o r  t he  4 

admin i s t ra t i on ,  o r  whoever  e l se .   Now we  ar e  5 

see ing  th ings  i n  p iecemeal  t ha t  a re  cons ide red  to  6 

be  essen t ia l ,  and we 've  iden t i f i ed  poo ls  o f  money 7 

tha t  can  address  those  th ings .  8 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    Okay .   So is  i t  9 

c lea r  then  you wou ld  no  longer  have any  pro b lem 10 

w i th  the  p rocess  and  how they  go t  to  th i s  b ody  11 

and how those  cont rac ts  were  eva lua ted  as  l ong  as  12 

the  money came f rom a  d i f f e ren t  p lace?   The  13 

pos i t i on  seems to  be  i ncons is ten t  to  me.  14 

 On  the  one  hand  you a l l  keep  say ing  tha t  15 

you don ' t  wan t  to  pass  any  con t rac ts  becaus e  16 

there  is  no  -  I 'm so r ry ,  what  do  you  ca l l  i t  -  17 

i nves t iga tor  genera l ,  and then  once we  get  passed 18 

tha t  s tage  and we br ing  up  an  i t em tha t  you  know 19 

i s  essen t ia l  and  you  know you  shou ld  be  vo t i ng  20 

fo r ,  t hen you say  there  are  o the r  mon ies  21 

somewhere  e l se  tha t  shou ld  be  pay ing  fo r  i t .    22 

 I ' l l  t e l l  you  what  I  hea r  in  my d i s t r i c t .   23 

When  I  go  around  my d i s t r i c t ,  we  have cap i t a l  24 

p ro jec ts  the re  tha t  seve re ly  impac t  the  hea l th  25 
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and sa fe ty  o f  some o f  the  commun i t ies  there .   And 2 

many  leg is la to rs  on  th is  body  fo rmer ly  3 

represen ted  those areas  and campaigned  very  4 

s t rong ly  fo r  those  p ro jec ts  to  go  fo rward .   Now 5 

tha t  t hey  no  longer  represen t  tha t  a rea  the i r  6 

pos i t i ons  have changed .   The re  a re  no  a l leg a t ions  7 

o f  any ,  any  improp r ie t y  in  the  award ing  o f  t he  8 

cont rac ts  tha t  a re  a t  i ssue there  or  t he  bo nd ing .   9 

So ,  when  I  go  a round  my d i s t r i c t  peop le  say  to  me 10 

how come a l l  o f  a  sudden  they  want  an  11 

i nves t iga tor  genera l ;  when  they  were  i n  cha rge  i t  12 

wasn ' t  such a  h igh  moment  o f  p r i nc ip le .   Whe n 13 

they  had  members  o f  the i r  body  be ing  i nd ic t ed  14 

nobody  asked  fo r  an  inves t iga tor  genera l .   Now 15 

you have  one  con t rac t  in  th i s  body  tha t ' s  16 

ac tua l l y  be ing  i nves t i ga ted  and resu l ted  in  a  17 

c r im ina l  cha rge  and a l l  o f  a  sudden an  18 

inves t iga tor  genera l  i s  neede d .  19 

 Every  day  you  pu t  a r t i c l es  i n  the  paper  20 

abou t  bus  rou tes ,  when  one  o r  two o f  t hem g e t  21 

cu t .   Bu t  then you  vo te  aga ins t ,  l as t  week,  $6  22 

m i l l ion  in  fund ing  tha t  wou ld  have  go t  t h is  23 

coun ty  $60  m i l l i on  i n  ma tch  and no t  a  word  i s  24 

sa id  f rom anyone .  25 
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 I  th ink  the  hypocr isy  o f  t h i s  i s  c lear ,  2 

and I  th ink  the  fac t  t ha t  you r  h is to ry  on  t h is  3 

i ssue is  so  i ncons is ten t  rea l l y  revea ls  i t  t o  be  4 

what  i t  i s  i s  -  i t ' s  a  po l i t i ca l  agenda.   I t ' s  5 

been  we l l  repor ted  tha t  i t ' s  be ing  d ic ta ted  to  6 

you by  o ther  peop le ,  by  po l i t i ca l  bosses ,  an d we  7 

a l l  see  th rough  tha t .   So  I  t h ink  fo r  you t o  ge t  8 

on  a  h igh  ho rse  and ta lk  to  us  about  these th ings  9 

day  a f te r  day  ge ts  a  l i t t l e  b i t  t i resome fo r  10 

everyone .  11 

 I f  we cou ld  j us t  dea l  w i th  the  i tems  in  12 

f ron t  o f  us  i t  wou ld  save us  a  l o t  o f  t ime and  a  13 

l o t  o f  t heate r .  14 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    We l l ,  I  j us t  wan t  to  15 

-  I 'm so r ry ,  Mr .  MacKenz ie ,  L eg is la to r  MacKe nz ie  16 

-  17 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  Bynoe .  18 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    To  tha t  po in t  -  thank  19 

you,  Cha i r .   20 

 I  th ink  the  message has  been  p re t t y  21 

cons is ten t .   The  message  i s  tha t  we are  no t  22 

comfor tab le  g iv ing  you  ye t  ano ther  poo l  o f  23 

cap i ta l  funds  to  move fo rward  un less  we hav e  an  24 

independen t  i nspec to r  genera l .   Un t i l  tha t  t ime,  25 
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we  a re  no t  j us t  go ing  to  app rove  the  cap i ta l  2 

p lan .   We wi l l  l ook  a t  emergency  i tems ,  i tem s 3 

re la ted  to  emergency  responders .   However ,  we are  4 

no t  go ing  to  suppor t  even some o f  the  cont r ac ts  5 

tha t  come fo rward  because we  don ’ t  know tha t  t hey  6 

a re  ve t ted  p roper l y .   Okay .   So I  th ink  our  7 

message has  been  very  cons is ten t  and  very  c lea r  8 

tha t  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  g i ve  you  any  add i t i o na l  9 

money.   However ,  t he re  i s  money tha t  i s  ava i lab le  10 

to  you  fo r  t he  use  o f  address ing  these  emer gency  11 

i t ems,  to  wh ich  you guys  have  pu l l ed  ou t  o f  I  12 

guess  the  cap i ta l  p lan ,  and you shou ld  move  13 

fo rward  in  us ing  tha t  money.  14 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    So  then -  15 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    I  th ink  tha t ' s  p re t t y  16 

c lea r .  17 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    So  then there ' s  18 

no  p rob lem w i th  the  cont rac t i ng  process  tha t  ge ts  19 

those i t ems here ,  i t ' s  t he  p rob lem w i th  whe re  the  20 

money comes f rom.  I t ' s  comple te l y  incons is te n t  t o  21 

say  tha t  cer ta in  i tems  you ' re  go ing  to  cons ide r  22 

and i f  t he re  is  o the r  money ava i lab le  you w i l l  23 

vo te  fo r  t hem -  24 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    There ' s  a  p rob lem 25 
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w i th  the  -  2 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    when  you ' re  3 

say ing  i t ' s  t he  cont rac t ing  p rocess  tha t  yo u  have 4 

a  prob lem wi th .   Because  those  i tems  tha t  y ou 5 

want  to  f i nd  o ther  money  fo r  t o  pay  fo r  go  6 

th rough the  same con t rac t i ng  p rocess .   I t ' s  a  7 

comp le te ly  i ncons is ten t  pos i t i on .  8 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    I t ' s  t he  p rocu rement  9 

p rocess .   Fu r the r ,  l e t  me jus t  be  c lea r ,  we  d id  10 

speak,  l as t  week ,  w i th  the  po l i ce  depar tmen t  a t  11 

l eng th  about  the  body  armor  and i t  was  very  c lea r  12 

to  us  tha t  t he  body  armor  i s  suggested  by  t he  end 13 

users .   I t ' s  suggested  by  the  po l i ce  depar t men t .   14 

There  is  a  p rocess ,  a  me thodo logy  tha t  I  was  15 

comfor tab le  w i th  when I  heard  f rom the  po l i ce  16 

depar tment  d i rec t l y ,  l as t  week ,  as  to  how t he  17 

ves t  was  se lec ted .    18 

 I  th ink  we  can go  back  and  fo r th ,  and I 'm 19 

comfor tab le  do ing  th is  a l l  day .   But ,  as  yo u  20 

ment ioned,  there  a re  some i t ems be fo re  us .   Un t i l  21 

I  th ink  bo th  s ides  dec ide  to  ge t  ser ious  ab out  22 

what  our  cons t i t uents  a re  ask ing  fo r ,  tha t  84  23 

pe rcen t  o f  t he  peop le  tha t  were  po l l ed  abou t  24 

re fo rm wan t  to  see  someth ing  tha t ' s  se r ious .   And 25 
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wh i l e  I  ag ree  tha t  we have  made t remendous 2 

l eng ths  to  th is  po in t  -  and t o  be  ment ioned  tha t  3 

i t  was  rea l l y  w i th  the  p ressu re  o f  t h i s  cau cus  4 

and a t  t he  suggest ions  o f  th i s  caucus  tha t  a  l o t  5 

o f  t hose  changes  were  made  -  I  don ' t  t h ink  w e 6 

shou ld  fa l l  sho r t  o f  rea l l y  do ing  a  comp le t e  j ob .   7 

Jus t  t o  say  tha t  you 've  done  someth ing  doesn ' t  8 

mean  tha t  you  don ' t  do  a l l  t ha t  you can,  an d  I  9 

th ink  tha t  we ' re  fa l l i ng  sho r t  o f  tha t .   Le t ' s  do  10 

someth ing  mean ing fu l .   Le t ' s  no t  was te  our  t ime.  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Thank you.   Mr .  12 

A rno ld ,  I  guess  you ' ve  g iven  you r  p resen ta t i on .  13 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Jus t  on  the  procuremen t  o f  14 

asbes tos .   That  wou ld  be  a  pub l i c l y  b id  con t rac t .   15 

We go w i th  the  l owes t  respons ib le  b idder .   I t  16 

wou ld  no t  be  an  RFP process .   I t  wou ld  be  a  17 

pub l ic ly  b id  con t rac t  th rough  ou r  p rocureme n t  18 

p rocess .  19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Thank you.  20 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?   Ms.  Mereday .  21 

 MS.  MEREDAY:    Meta  Mereday,  Ba ldw in ,  22 

taxpayer  and  one  who  has  a  r i gh t ,  as  do  man y  23 

o the r  res iden ts ,  t o  speak be fo re  th i s  body ,  no t  24 

because someone  le t  me .    25 
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 Some peop le  seem to  fo rge t ,  on  th i s  body ,  2 

tha t  t hey  are  e lec ted  by  the  peop le  and som e 3 

peop le  seem to  be  in  need o f  be ing  i n fo rmed  tha t  4 

those o f  us  who  s i t  ou t  he re  a re  no t  do ing  th i s  5 

fo r  your  en te r ta inment  o r  fo r  my  p leasure ;  i t ' s  6 

to  p ro tec t  my  inves tment .  7 

 Jus t  f rom a  h is to r ica l  backg round,  Deputy  8 

N ico le l l o ,  you  don ' t  know me nor  do  I  know y ou .  9 

I ' l l  t ry  t o  be  respec t fu l  o f  you ,  bu t  I  req u i re  10 

the  same.   So  your  comments  to  me were  h igh l y  11 

unca l l ed  fo r .  12 

 Now wi th  rega rd  to  th i s  i ssue ,  t he  bond 13 

i ssue.   Jus t  f rom a  po in t  o f  persona l  re fe r ence.   14 

I f  you  m ight  reca l l ,  and  the  record  shou ld  15 

d i c ta te ,  t ha t  I  was  in  fu l l  suppor t  o f  t he  to ta l  16 

body  push ing  fo r  t he  buses  because ,  aga in ,  t he re  17 

a re  ind i v idua ls  ou t  he re  who  a re  be ing  18 

de t r imen ta l l y  ha rmed  by  th is  back  and fo r th .   I  19 

unders tand  what  th is  s ide  o f  t he  room is  de a l i ng  20 

w i th  bu t  I  a lso  d i sagree  in  r ega rd  to  those  21 

i ssues  tha t  per ta in  to  the  res iden ts  who  ca nno t  22 

speak fo r  themse lves .   I  am he re  to  be  a  vo i ce  23 

fo r  the  vo ice less .   On  top  o f  tha t  i s  ve ter ans .   24 

Because I  am aga in  appa l led  a t  t he  fac t  tha t  we 25 
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a re  once  aga in  de ta i l i ng  i n fo rma t ion  about  m a jor  2 

cont rac ts  and  the  ve te rans  se rv i ces  in i t ia t i ve  3 

fo r  th is  coun ty  i s  aga in  b lank .   Where  i s  a n  4 

i n i t ia t i ve  tha t  i s  f ocus ing  on  i nvo lv ing  ve teran  5 

bus inesses  i n  th is  p rocess?  Jus t  to  say  i t ' s  6 

go ing  to  go  to  an  open  b id  p rocess ,  to  who?  7 

 We aga in  have  a  b i l l  on  the  books  tha t  I  8 

was pe rsona l l y  i nvo l ved w i th  pu t t i ng  togeth e r  9 

w i th  Leg is la to r  Cur ran  tha t  addressed ve ter an-10 

owned bus inesses  i n  th is  coun ty .   Bu t  jus t  t o  11 

have  i t  on  the  books ,  p robab ly  9 ,000  pages under  12 

a l l  th is  o the r  nonsense,  w i th out  hav ing  any t h ing  13 

ac t i ve  o r  manda ted  to  rea l l y  push i t  t h roug h  so  14 

tha t  we cou ld  c rea te  bus iness  oppor tun i t ies  fo r  15 

ve te ran-owned  bus inesses  and  jobs  fo r  ou r  16 

re tu rn ing  ve terans  and  to  keep  those  ve tera ns ,  17 

who are  among  the  8 ,000-p lus  who  a re  s i t t ing  on  18 

the  cour t  reco rds  fo r  fo rec lo sure ,  who  wou ld  no t  19 

qua l i f y  fo r  t he  v i c t ims fund  when they  ge t  pu t  20 

ou t  o f  t he i r  home,  wh ich  to  me  i s  c r im ina l ,  and 21 

you ' re  go ing  to  s i t  there  and  t r y  to  j udge me and 22 

admonish  me.   How da re  you .   How dare  you.  23 

 Th is  who le  s i tua t i on  r igh t  he re  is  a  24 

fa rce .   I t ' s  r i d icu lous ,  i t ' s  sad,  bu t  most  25 
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impor tan t l y  i t  i s  cos t ly  t o  the  res idents .   Th is  2 

room can ' t  be  f i l l ed  because  mos t  o f  t he  pe op le  3 

who are  impac ted  by  th is  a re  work ing  two  an d  4 

th ree  jobs  j us t  to  t ry  to  s tay  i n  th is  coun ty .  5 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Ma 'am,  your  th ree  6 

m inu tes  are  up .  7 

 MS.  MEREDAY:    So somebody  has  go t  t o  8 

s top  i t ,  whe the r  i t  i s  t h i s  s ide  -  t rus t  me ,  a t  9 

th is  po in t  t hey  are  no t  go ing  to  agree  to  a n  10 

i nspec to r  genera l .   I f  t hey ' re  no t  even go i ng  to  11 

g i ve  you  the  cou r tesy  o f  a  d i scuss ion ,  you n eed 12 

to  move fo rward .  13 

 Th is  s ide .   S ta r t  th ink ing  fo r  you rse lves  14 

and s ta r t  rep resen t ing  you r  cons t i tuency .   15 

Because peop le  a re  t i r ed .   T i red .   I t ' s  abo u t  16 

t ime .   I t  i s  about  t ime tha t  you  s ta r t  spea k ing  17 

your  own  m ind  and represen t ing  you r  cons t i t uency .  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Ms .  Mereday,  cou ld  19 

you wrap  up ,  p lease.  20 

 MS.  MEREDAY:    I  w i l l  wrap  up  when  I 'm  21 

ready  to  wrap  up .  22 

 9 -11  responders .   $500 ,000  wa s  inves ted  23 

i n  th i s  and you  go t  to  f ind  more  money  to  f i x  24 

th is .   And  you wan t  to  au tho r i ze  more  money  to  25 
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t r y  to  do  someth ing ,  t o  do  i t  wrong.    2 

 And as  I  sa id  to  you  be fore  when  I  was  3 

s i t t ing  there ,  I  w i l l  g i ve  you  you r  respec t  and 4 

apo log ize  to  you  because  I  was  no t  a l l owed to  -  5 

i t  was  no t  pub l i c  comment  a t  t ha t  po in t .   I  w i l l  6 

g i ve  you  tha t  respec t  and apo log ize  to  you f o r  7 

tha t .  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    You do  no t  have to  9 

apo log ize .  10 

 A l l  in  f avor  o f  217-16  s ign i f y  by  say ing  11 

aye.  12 

 (Aye . )  13 

 Those opposed? 14 

 (Nay . )  15 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:    I  abs ta in .  16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Four - two-one .   Fou r  17 

vo tes  in  the  a f f i rma t i ve ,  two  nega t i ve ,  and  one 18 

abs ten t i on .   19 

 I t em 231-2016 i s  an  ord inance  20 

supp lementa l  to  the  annua l  app ropr ia t i on  21 

o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  Depar tment  o f  22 

Soc ia l  Serv i ces .  23 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  24 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    Second .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  2 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  MacKenz ie .    3 

 The i t em i s  be fo re  the  commi t tee .   Any  4 

d i scuss ion  among  the  l eg is la to rs?  5 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   6 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   8 

 A l l  in  f avor  s ign i fy  by  say in g  aye .  9 

 (Aye . )  10 

 Those opposed?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  13 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  m inutes  14 

o f  t he  Hea l th  and June  27,  2016,  Pub l i c  Saf e ty  15 

Commi t tee  pe r ta in ing  to  C lerk  I t em 231-16. )  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    We have one  i tem on  17 

the  or ig ina l  agenda,  wh ich  i s  C lerk  I t em 23 1-16,  18 

an  o rd inance  supp lemen ta l  to  the  annua l  19 

approp r ia t ion  o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  20 

Depar tment  o f  Soc ia l  Serv i ces .  21 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 22 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  moved .  23 

 LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:    Second.  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    Mot ion  by  Leg is la to r  25 
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Kope l ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Kennedy.  2 

 We have Mr .  Pau l  B roder i ck  he re .  3 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    Leg is la to rs ,  good  4 

a f te rnoon.   Pau l  B roder i ck ,  Depu ty  Commiss i one r ,  5 

Depar tment  o f  Soc ia l  Serv i ces .  6 

 The i t em befo re  you is  a  supp lemen ta l  7 

approp r ia t ion  fo r  $41,400 to  f inance  a  l oca l  re -8 

en t r y  task  fo rce  ca l led  STEERS Program.   Do  you 9 

have  any  ques t ions?  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    Any  ques t ions  by  the  11 

l eg i s la to rs?   Leg is la to r  Bynoe .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    H i ,  Pau l .   How a re  13 

you?  14 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    Good a f te rnoon.  15 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Cou ld  you  te l l  me a  16 

l i t t le  b i t  more  abou t  what  th i s  re -en t ry  ta sk  fo r  17 

s t ra teg i c  p lan  i s  ac tua l l y  supposed to  ach i eve  18 

and who is  go ing  to  be  on  the  task  fo rce?  19 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    Abso lu te l y .   The STEERS 20 

re -en t ry  i s  bas i ca l l y  re in t roduc ing  ind i v id ua ls  21 

tha t  a re  cur ren t ly  i ncarce ra ted  back  i n to  t he  22 

commun i t y .   I t  i s  a  p rog ram wh ich  is  run  by  DOCS,  23 

co r rec t i ona l  se rv i ces .   When  peop le  are  24 

i nca rcera ted  they  are  se lec ted  fo r  t he  p rog ram 25 
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and they  work  w i th  i nd iv idua l s  down he re  in  the  2 

coun ty  to  seek  emp loymen t  and  re in t roduce t hem 3 

back  i n to  the  commun i t y ,  bas i ca l l y  casework  to  4 

he lp  them in teg ra te  back  and ,  I  guess ,  mend  the i r  5 

ways .  6 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Okay .   And  who  i s  7 

go ing  to  be  par t  o f  the  task  fo rce?  8 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    Ac tua l l y ,  r i gh t  now 9 

there  are  funds  in  ou ts ide  con t rac t  w i th  FC A,  and 10 

they  work  in  co l labo ra t i on  w i th  the  Depar tm ent  o f  11 

Soc ia l  Serv i ces  and New York  S ta te  Paro le .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    So r ry .   Th is  amoun t  13 

has  been  reduced  f rom prev ious?  14 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    Ac tua l l y ,  i t ' s  ex tend ing  15 

the  cont rac t .   New York  Sta te  Cor rec t i ons ,  t hey  16 

a re  the  ones  who  ove rsee  the  fund ing  o f  th i s .   17 

They  a re  re -RFP ing  th i s  cont r ac t .   I t  was  en d ing  18 

Ju ly  1 .   They  a re  re -RFP ing,  New York  Sta te  i s .   19 

And I  be l i eve  th is  fo r  a  per iod  o f  Ju l y ,  Au gus t ,  20 

and September ,  and  they  are  l ook ing  to  re -21 

so l i c i t .   Rea l l y ,  i t ' s  an  ex tens ion  o f  t he  22 

cont rac t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Have  we been  ab le  to  24 

i so la te  some da ta  tha t  cou ld  te l l  us  whe the r  we 25 
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a re  ac tua l l y  ach iev ing  our  p ro jec t ions  o r?  2 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    We have  da ta .   I  don ' t  3 

have  any th ing  w i th  me un fo r tunate l y .   Bu t  w e  have 4 

d i f f e ren t  ta rge ts  tha t  we have  to  ach ieve  f o r  New 5 

York  S ta te  wh ich  we can,  by  a l l  means,  share  w i th  6 

you.  7 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    And does  th i s  inc lude 8 

go ing  in to  the  communi ty  a t  a l l  and meet ing  the  9 

fo lks  where  they  res ide?  10 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    Tha t  migh t  be  more  on  11 

the  pa ro le  s ide ,  as  opposed to  more ,  you  kn ow,  12 

f i nd  su i tab le  hous ing ,  su i tab le  employment .   I t ' s  13 

rea l l y  p r imar i l y  emp loymen t ,  t o  t r y  to  ge t  peop le  14 

work ing  in  a  mean ing fu l  manner .  15 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Pa r t  o f  my  concern  i s  16 

tha t  i nd iv idua ls  who  have been  out  o f  the  j a i l  17 

sys tem fo r  some t ime ,  s t i l l  f i nd ing  themse l ves  18 

f l ounder  and  they ' re  no t  rea l l y  ab le  to  conn ec t  19 

i n  and  f ind  emp loyment .   I  wan ted to  know i f  t h i s  20 

wou ld  he lp  those  ind iv idua ls  a t  a l l .  21 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    I t  does .   However ,  I  22 

ment ioned ea r l i e r  tha t  t hey  se lec t  t he  23 

i nd i v idua ls .   Th is  i s  a  subse t  o f  the  popu l a t i on  24 

who are  be ing  re in t roduced  to  the i r  25 
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ne ighborhoods .   No t  everyone  f i t s  in  th i s  2 

p rog ram.   There  is  on l y  so  much vo lume tha t  they  3 

can manage  to  do  case management  fo r .  4 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    I  guess  then  I  wou ld  5 

l i ke  to  see wha t  i s  the  se lec t ion  c r i t e r ia ,  how 6 

you ' re  de term in ing  who  goes  in to  the  p rogra m.  7 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    Le t  me jus t  assure  you 8 

tha t  we don ' t .   We  a re  to ld  who is .   Bu t  we  can 9 

share  tha t  w i th  you.   We can  ge t  t ha t  f rom the  10 

fund ing  source .  11 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Thank you .  12 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:    Madam Cha i rwoman,  13 

ques t ion .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:      Sure .  15 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:    Th i s  g ran t  app l ies  16 

to  d rug  o f fenders  tha t  a re  cu r ren t ly  i n  s ta te  17 

p r isons  be ing  re tu rned  to  the  coun ty ,  i s  th a t  18 

co r rec t?  19 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    I  don ' t  know what  the i r  20 

c r imes  WIA .   We can de f in i te l y  f ind  ou t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:    My unders tand ing  is  22 

i t ' s  t he  chemica l l y  dependen t  o f fenders  tha t  a re  23 

i n  the  s ta te  p r i sons  re tu rn ing  back  to  the  county  24 

tha t  wou ld  ge t  t h i s  ou t reach  k ind  o f  he lp ,  I  25 
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guess .  2 

 These are  s ta te  do l l a rs  we ' re  ta lk ing  3 

abou t ,  cor rec t?  4 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    Tha t  i s  cor rec t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:    Okay .  6 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    I 'm  no t  rea l l y  su re  o f  7 

the i r  c r i t e r i a ,  bu t  I 'm su re  i t  cap tures  ac ross  8 

a l l  t ype  o f  i n f rac t i ons .  9 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:    I 'm  no t  so  su re  o f  10 

tha t .   I  t h ink  i t ' s  on ly  the  chemica l l y  dep enden t  11 

tha t  we are  spec i f i ca l l y  add ress ing  today .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    Tha t  was  my  13 

unders tand ing  a l so .  14 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    I 'm so r ry .   I 'm su re  15 

i t ' s  no t  add ress ing  every  s ing le  person tha t ' s  16 

go ing  to  be  en te red  back  i n to  the  commun i ty  tha t  17 

had a  drug - re la ted ,  chemica l l y -dependent  re l a ted  18 

a r res t .   The re  a re  some o the r  c r i t e r ia  they ' re  19 

us ing  to  then  iden t i f y  wh ich  one  o f  those w i l l  20 

then  be  ass i s ted .   So I  wou ld  l i ke  to  know how 21 

they  do  tha t ,  how i t ' s  de term ined.  22 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    They  cou ld  be  chemica l l y  23 

dependen t  bu t  t ha t  m igh t  no t  be  the  na tu re  o f  24 

the i r  c r ime.   We can  de f in i t e l y  share  in fo r mat ion  25 
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w i th  you  on  tha t .  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    I f  you  cou ld  ge t  3 

tha t  i n fo rma t ion  to  us  as  soon  as  poss ib le ,  and 4 

we  w i l l  make  su re  we  sha re  i t  w i th  eve ryone .  5 

 MR.  BRODERICK:    Abso lu te l y .  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    Thank  you ,  Mr .  7 

B roder ick .  8 

 Any  o the r  ques t i ons  or  comments?  9 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   10 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?   Ms.  Mereday .  11 

 MS.  MEREDAY:    Meta  Mereday,  Ba ldw in .   12 

Aga in ,  Leg is la to r  Bynoe cont inues  to  encour age  me 13 

because she does  ask  the  ques t ions  as  i t  pe r ta ins  14 

to  my tax  do l la rs .   As  I  s i t  back  and I 'm 15 

f rus t ra ted  w i th  the  fac t  t ha t  my  e lec ted  16 

o f f i c i a l s  con t inue  to  jus t  nod  heads  when i t  17 

comes down to  ou r  money and you have  these 18 

ques t ions  tha t  s i t  t he re  bu t  you  jus t  cont in ue  to  19 

pass  i t  a long  as  i f  somebody  e lse  is  go ing  to  be  20 

respons ib le  fo r  i t .    21 

 I  can ' t  see  how you can fund  an  22 

in i t ia t i ve  where  you  don ' t  have a l l  the  23 

i n fo rmat ion  p resen ted  to  you  -  how th i s  mone y is  24 

ac tua l l y  be ing  u t i l i zed ,  wha t  i s  t he  succes s  25 
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ra te?   Wha t  a re  the  benchmarks  i n  p lace?   T he 2 

de te rm inat ion  o f  t he  par t i c i pants .   What  i s  the  3 

l eve l  o f  rec id i v ism wi th in  tha t  g roup se t  i t se l f?   4 

How can you jus t  s i t  t he re  and  jus t i f y ,  we l l ,  5 

we ' re  jus t  go ing  to  move  i t  f o rward?   What  w i l l  6 

i t  t ake  to  ac tua l l y  ge t  tha t  emphas is  in  p la ce  7 

tha t  we have  to  s top  somewhere?  The  b leed i ng  has  8 

to  s top  somewhere .   We have to  l ook  a t  what  we  9 

a re  do ing  w i th  peop le ' s  money  and the i r  l i v es .   10 

You have  to  s top  somewhere .    11 

 And to  have p resen ta t i ons  -  a nd no  12 

o f fense to  the  p resenters .   Bu t  to  have 13 

p resen ta t i ons  tha t  a re  i l l  p repared and you ' re  14 

s t i l l  j us t  vo t i ng  fo r  i t  anyway.   That  j us t  15 

smacks  to  me  o f  an  ongo ing  sys temic  prob lem  16 

w i th in  th i s  body  tha t  does  no t  seem to  ge t  any  17 

re l i e f .  18 

 Hear ings  don ' t  do  i t .   C r imina l  19 

conv ic t i ons  don ' t  do  i t .   The  d i s t r i c t  a t to r ney  20 

coming  here  doesn ' t  do  i t .   You ' re  renew ing  21 

cont rac ts ,  ex tend ing  dea ls .   You ' re  ac t i ng  l i ke  22 

you want  to  do  wha t  i s  r igh t  by  the  peop le  bu t  23 

you are  s t i l l ,  you  know,  embody ing  the  same  24 

nonsense  tha t  i s  cos t i ng  peop le .   The fac t  t ha t  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  51 Finance Committee – 6 - 27- 16 

you have  to  l eg i s la te  abou t  zomb ie  houses .   You 2 

have  to  address  the  issue tha t  we have  to  d o  3 

someth ing  about  re -en t ry .    4 

 Re-ent ry  i s  no t  jus t  about ,  you  know,  5 

he lp ing  them to  mend  the i r  ways  when  they  g e t  ou t  6 

and then  they  s t i l l  don ' t  have  a  j ob  o r  they  7 

don ' t  have  a  job  tha t  g i ves  them enough mon ey so  8 

tha t  t hey  can  s tay  here .   We don ' t  p rov ide  them 9 

enough  resources  so  tha t  t hey  can move  them se lves  10 

f rom the i r  chemica l  dependency .   So they  re pea t  11 

those same bad hab i t s ,  go  back  to  those sam e 12 

scenar ios ,  and  they  look  l i ke  a l l  o f  us .  13 

 What  i s  i t  go ing  to  take  fo r  you  to  14 

rea l i ze  tha t  th i s  b leed ing  has  to  s top?  An d  I  15 

know my words  a re  jus t  bounc ing  in  the  a i r  16 

because you go t  th is  s ide  and  you go t  tha t  s ide .   17 

Bu t  you ' re  k i l l i ng  us .   In  the  meant ime,  you ' re  18 

k i l l i ng  us ,  k i l l i ng  us ,  because we ' re  a l l  o ne 19 

body .  20 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Ma 'am your  th ree  21 

m inu tes  are  up .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    Any  o the r  comments?  23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 Any  o the r  pub l i c  comments?  25 
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 (No ve rba l  response. )   2 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  C le rk  I t em 231-16 3 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  4 

 (Aye . )  5 

 Any  opposed?  6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 Any  abs ten t i ons?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 Then  th i s  w i l l  move on  to  F inance.  10 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  11 

cont inua t ion  o f  the  minu tes  o f  t he  June 27,  2016 ,  12 

F inance Commi t tee  meet ing . )  13 

  CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    The nex t  i tem is  14 

go ing  to  be  an  execu t i ve  sess ion  so  we  w i l l  ho ld  15 

tha t .   We are  go ing  to  ho ld  236-16  i s  a l so  16 

execut ive  sess ion .  17 

 245-16  i s  a  reso lu t i on  au thor i z ing  the  18 

Coun ty  o f  Nassau  to  f i le  an  app l ica t ion  fo r  19 

fede ra l  ass i s tance  w i th  the  U .S.  Depar tment  o f  20 

Hous ing  and Urban Deve lopmen t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  22 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  23 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  24 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Kope l .  25 
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 Any  d i scuss ion?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 A l l  in  f avor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .   6 

 (Aye . )  7 

 Those opposed?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )  9 

 That  i tem ca r r i es  unan imous ly .  10 

 I t em 235-16 is  a  reso lu t ion  a u thor iz ing  11 

the  s ign ing  o f  a  New York  Sta te  Depar tment  o f  12 

T ranspor ta t i on  Supp lemen ta l  Gran t  Ag reement  fo r  13 

funds  to  suppor t  en forcement  o f  h igh  occupa ncy  14 

veh ic le ,  H .O.V. ,  t ra f f i c  l aws  on  the  Long I s land  15 

Expressway .  16 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    So  moved .  17 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  19 

MacKenz ie ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Wa lker .  20 

 That  i tem is  be fore  th is  commi t tee .    21 

 I  d idn ' t  say  th i s  be fo re ,  bu t  we  ask  tha t  22 

the  tes t imony  o f  t he  p rev ious  commi t tees  be  23 

i nco rpora ted  by  re fe rence.  24 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  m inutes  25 
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o f  t he  June 27,  2016 ,  Pub l ic  Safe ty  Commi t t ee  2 

pe r ta in ing  to  C lerk  I t em 235- 16. )  3 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    The f i rs t  i t em to  come 4 

be fo re  th i s  commi t tee  is  I tem 235-16 ,  a  5 

reso lu t i on  au tho r i z ing  the  s ign ing  o f  the  Ne w 6 

York  S ta te  Depar tmen t  o f  T ranspor ta t ion  7 

supp lementa l  g ran t  agreement  fo r  f unds  to  su ppor t  8 

en fo rcemen t  o f  h igh  occupancy  veh ic le  (HOV)  9 

t ra f f i c  laws  on  the  Long  I s land Expressway.  10 

 I  have  a  mot ion  by  Den ise  Fo rd ,  seconded  11 

by  Rose Wa lke r .  12 

 On  th i s  i t em,  yes .  13 

 L IEUTENANT STEPHANOFF:    L ieu tenan t  Greg  14 

S tephano f f  f rom the  po l i ce  depar tmen t .  15 

 I t em 235  -   16 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    The mo t ion  was  by  17 

Den ise  Ford ,  seconded by  Rose  Wa lker .   I 'm sor ry .  18 

 L IEUTENANT STEPHANOFF:    I tem 235-16  i s  a  19 

g ran t  f rom New York  Sta te  fo r  HOV lane  20 

en fo rcemen t .   I t ' s  f o r  $501,800.   Th is  i s  a  -  the  21 

s ta te  supp lemen ted  jus t  fo r  t he  f i rs t  s i x  m onths  22 

fo r  th is  yea r .   Th is  i s  no t  a  fu l l  yea r .   T h is  i s  23 

go ing  to  be  a  s i x -month  gran t .  24 

 Th is  money  i s  go ing  to  be  used  fo r  ex t ra  25 
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pe rsonne l  to  go  ou t  and pa t ro l  t he  HOV to  e n fo rce  2 

the  laws  in  re la t i on  to  the  HOV lanes .   A ls o ,  3 

they  w i l l  do  au to  acc ident ,  any th ing  tha t  c omes 4 

up  i n  those HOV lanes  w i l l  be  en fo rced  as  w e l l .  5 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    And th is  co mes  f rom the  6 

s ta te?  7 

 L IEUTENANT STEPHANOFF:    Yes .  8 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Fu l l y  funded .   Okay.   9 

Any  ques t ions  by  any  o f  the  l eg i s la to rs?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 There  be ing  none ;  a l l  in  f avo r  i nd ica te  14 

by  say ing  aye .  15 

 (Aye . )  16 

 Any  aga ins t?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 Th is  passes  on  to  F inance.  19 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  20 

cont inua t ion  o f  the  minu tes  o f  t he  June 27,  2016 ,  21 

F inance Commi t tee  meet ing . )  22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  d i scuss ion  on  23 

th is  i tem? 24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  56 Finance Committee – 6 - 27- 16 

 Pub l ic  comment?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 A l l  in  f avor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  4 

 (Aye . )  5 

 I t  car r i es  unan imous ly .  6 

 I t em 236-16 is  a lso  an  execut i ve  sess ion  7 

i t em so  we  w i l l  come back  to  tha t .  8 

 I t em 237-16 is  a  reso lu t ion  a u thor iz ing  9 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  to  execu te  a  gran t  agr eemen t  10 

be tween the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau ,  ac t i ng  on  beh a l f  o f  11 

the  Depar tmen t  o f  Pa rks ,  Rec reat ion ,  and  Mu seums,  12 

and the  Af r i can  Amer ican  Genea log ica l  Soc ie ty .  13 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  14 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  16 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Kope l .  17 

 Any  d i scuss ion?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 Pub l ic  comment?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 A l l  in  f avor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 Those opposed? 24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  57 Finance Committee – 6 - 27- 16 

 I t  car r i es  unan imous ly .  2 

 I t em 241-2016 i s  a  reso lu t ion  to  3 

au thor ize  the  t rans fer  o f  app rop r ia t ions  4 

he re to fo re  made  w i th in  the  budge t  fo r  the  y ear  5 

2016 .  6 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    So  moved .  7 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved b y  Leg is la to r  9 

MacKenz ie ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Kope l .  10 

 That  i tem is  be fore  the  commi t tee .  11 

 Any  d i scuss ion?  12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   15 

 A l l  in  f avor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  16 

 (Aye . )  17 

 Those opposed? 18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 That  i tem ca r r i es  unan imous ly .  20 

 Leg is la to r  Wa lke r ,  do  you wan t  to  make  a  21 

mo t ion  to  suspend the  ru les?  22 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Yes .   I ' d  l i ke  to  23 

make  a  mot ion  to  suspend  the  ru les .  24 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Seconded  by  2 

Leg is la to r  Kope l .  3 

 A l l  in  f avor  o f  suspend ing  the  ru les  4 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  5 

 (Aye . )  6 

 Those opposed? 7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   8 

 The ru les  are  suspended.  9 

 We have an  addendum.   We have  anothe r  10 

i t em tha t  i s  go ing  to  go  i n to  execut ive  ses s ion ,  11 

tha t ' s  240 -16.   We w i l l  ca l l  t hem a l l  fo r  12 

execut ive  sess ion  a t  once.  13 

 Next  severa l  i t ems  -  242 ,  243 ,  244 ,  245,  14 

246,  247 ,  248 ,  249 ,  250 -  a re  a l l  o rd inances  15 

supp lementa l  to  the  annua l  app ropr ia t i on  16 

o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  O f f i ce  o f  t he  17 

Coun ty  Execu t i ve ,  Depar tment  o f  Hea l th ,  18 

Depar tment  o f  Soc ia l  Serv i ces ,  and  the  Med i ca l  19 

Examiner ,  D iv is ion  o f  Fo rens ic  Serv i ces .  20 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  21 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  23 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Kope l .  24 

 Those i t ems a re  be fo re  the  commi t tee .    25 
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 Any  d i scuss ion?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 A l l  in  f avor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  6 

 (Aye . )  7 

 Those opposed? 8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 Car r ies  unan imous ly .  10 

 (The  fo l low ing  i s  the  minu tes  o f  t he  June 11 

27 ,  2016 ,  Hea l th  Commi t tee  pe r ta in ing  to  C l e rk  12 

I t ems 242,  243,  244,  245 ,  246 ,  247 ,  248,  24 9 ,  13 

250-16 . )  14 

There  are  s i x  i t ems on  the  addendum.   I  f i r s t  15 

need  a  mot ion  to  suspend  the  ru les .  16 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:    So moved .  17 

 LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:    Second .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    Moved  by  Leg is la to r  19 

Gay lor ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Kennedy .   20 

 A l l  in  f avor  o f  suspend ing  the  ru les?  21 

 (Aye . )  22 

 Aga in ,  t he re  are  s ix  i tems  on  the  agenda .   23 

I 'm go ing  to  pu t  a l l  t he  hea l th  toge ther .  24 

 C lerk  I t em 243-16,  i t  i s  an  o rd inance 25 
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supp lementa l  to  the  annua l  app ropr ia t i on  2 

o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  Depar tment  o f  3 

Hea l th .  4 

 C le rk  I t em 244-16,  C le rk  I tem  245-16 ,  5 

C lerk  I t em 249-16,  and  250-16  are  a l so  a l l  6 

o rd inances  supp lemen ta l  to  the  annua l  7 

approp r ia t ion  o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  8 

Depar tment  o f  Hea l th .  9 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 10 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:    Mot ion .  11 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    Mot ion  by  Leg is la to r  13 

Gay lor ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Kope l .  14 

 MS.  GOETZ:    We have  Mary  E l l en  Laura in .  15 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    Good a f te rnoon .   Mary  16 

E l len  Laura in ,  Depar tmen t  o f  Hea l th .  17 

 I t em 243-16 is  a  supp lemen ta l  18 

approp r ia t ion  i n  the  amoun t  o f  $54 ,172 .   Th i s  i s  19 

fo r  the  ch i l d  and fami ly  sa fe ty  g ran t .   I t ' s  100  20 

pe rcen t  funded th rough  New York  Sta te  Of f i c e  o f  21 

Ch i l d ren  and  Fami l y  Se rv ices .   Th i s  team re v iews  22 

a l l  deaths  o f  ch i l d ren  who  res ide  in  Nassau  23 

Coun ty  and  whose  dea th  i s  unexp la ined or  24 

unexpected .   Th i s  p rog ram jus t  won  a  na t ion a l  25 
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award  fo r  i t s  Sa fe  S leep  Prog ram.  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    Any  ques t ions  by  the  3 

l eg i s la to rs  fo r  Ms .  Laura in?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 C le rk  I t em 244-16.  8 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    I tem 244-16  i s  a  9 

supp lementa l  app ropr ia t i on  i n  the  amount  o f  10 

$43,145.   Th i s  fo r  our  tubercu los i s  pub l ic  hea l th  11 

campaign .   Th is  i s  an  add i t i ona l  COLA award ,  and  12 

i t  i s  funded  th rough  New York  Sta te  Depar tm ent  o f  13 

Hea l th .   To ta l  f und ing  a f te r  t h i s  award  is  14 

$566 ,745 .  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    Any  comments  or  16 

ques t ions  f rom the  l eg is la to rs?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 C lerk  I t em 245-16.  21 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    I tem 245-16  i s  a  22 

supp lementa l  app ropr ia t i on  i n  the  amount  o f  23 

$24,720.   Th i s  i s  fo r  ou r  immuniza t i on  ac t i on  24 

p lan .   I t  i s  funded th rough New York  S ta te  25 
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Depar tment  o f  Hea l th .   I t  i s  a lso  an  add i t i ona l  2 

COLA award .   To ta l  f und ing  a f te r  t he  award  i s  3 

$324 ,720 .   Th is  p rog ram pro tec ts  the  pub l ic  f rom 4 

vacc ine  preventab le  d i seases .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    Any  ques t ions  o r  6 

comments  f rom the  leg i s la to rs?  7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   8 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  9 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   10 

 C lerk  I t em 249-16.  11 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    I tem 249-16  i s  a  12 

supp lementa l  app ropr ia t i on  fo r  t he  H IV  13 

su rve i l l ance  and  par tner  no t i f i ca t ion  in  th e  14 

amount  o f  $283,552 .   Th i s  i s  New York  Sta te  15 

Depar tment  o f  Hea l th  funded,  and  i t  i s  a  ma nda ted 16 

p rog ram.   17 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    Any  ques t ions  o r  18 

comments  f rom the  leg i s la to rs?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 Okay .   C le rk  I t em 250-16 .  23 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    I tem 250-16  i s  a  24 

supp lementa l  app ropr ia t i on  i n  the  amount  o f  25 
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$214 ,775  fo r  the  ch i ldhood  lead po ison  p rev ent ion  2 

g ran t .   Th is  i s  funded  th rough  New York  Sta te  3 

Depar tment  o f  Hea l th  and  p rov ides  comprehens ive  4 

se rv ices  to  reduce  the  p reva lence o f  b lood lead 5 

i n  ch i ld ren  under  age s i x .  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:    Any  ques t ions  o r  7 

comments  f rom the  leg i s la to rs?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 C lerk  I t ems 243 ,  244 ,  245,  249 ,  and 250-12 

16 ,  a l l  those  in  favor  s ign i f y  by  say ing  ay e .  13 

 (Aye . )  14 

 Any  opposed?  15 

 Any  abs ten t i ons?  16 

 These i t ems w i l l  move on  to  the  F inance 17 

Commi t tee .  18 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  19 

cont inua t ion  o f  the  June  27,  2016,  m inu tes  o f  the  20 

F inance Commi t tee  meet ing . )  21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I t ems 251 and 252 22 

a re  reso lu t i ons  to  au tho r i ze  the  t rans fe r  o f  23 

approp r ia t ions  here to fore  made  w i th in  the  b udget  24 

fo r  the  year  2016.  25 
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 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  moved .  2 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    Second .  3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  4 

Kope l ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  MacKenz ie .  5 

 Any  d i scuss ion?  6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 A l l  in  f avor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  10 

 (Aye . )  11 

 Those opposed? 12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 Those i t ems car ry  unan imous ly .  14 

 I t em 253-2016 i s  a  bond ord in ance 15 

p rov id ing  fo r  a  cap i ta l  expend i tu re  to  f ina nce  16 

the  cap i ta l  p ro jec ts  i dent i f i ed  he re in  w i th in  the  17 

Coun ty  o f  Nassau  and  au tho r i z ing  $11 ,600 ,00 0  o f  18 

bonds o f  t he  County  o f  Nassau  to  f inance  su ch 19 

expend i tu re .  20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  moved .  21 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  23 

Kope l ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Wa lker .  24 

 Th is  i s  an  i t em tha t  obv ious l y  had  much 25 
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deba te  about  a t  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re .   I t  i s  t he  2 

a t ten t ion  o f  the  Major i t y  to  move th is  a lon g  so  3 

tha t  i t ' s  in  a  pos i t ion  fo r  t he  Fu l l  Leg is l a tu re  4 

a t  some po in t  t o  be  moved -  t o  be  passed ,  i n  5 

o the r  words ,  so  to  exped i te  the  process .  6 

 D id  you have  any th ing  to  add ,  Mr .  Arno ld?  7 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    I n  add i t ion  to  my tes t imony 8 

f rom the  l as t  Fu l l  Leg?  No.   Jus t  t ha t  th i s  i s  9 

an  impor tan t  p ro jec t .   I t ' s  assoc ia ted  w i th  the  10 

coun ty 's  consen t  o rder .   Under  our  fue l  s to rage 11 

tanks ,  i t ' s  ho ld ing  up  our  mov ing  fo rward  w i th  12 

work  tha t  i s  requ i red  to  be  done .  13 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Okay .   Thanks .  14 

 Any  ques t ions?  Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -15 

Wh i t ton .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    In  our  17 

p r io r  conversa t i on ,  when  Leg is la to r  MacKenz ie  18 

b rough t  up  a  pro jec t ,  honest l y ,  tha t  con t ra c t ,  19 

a f te r  i t  was  awarded ,  was one  o f  t he  ones  th a t  I  20 

had an  i ssue  w i th .   I 'm a f ra id  tha t  some o f  the  21 

peop le  tha t  were  i nvo lved w i th  the  company were  22 

no t  d i sc losed  p r io r  to  the  vo te .   I t  was  la te r  23 

de te rm ined  tha t  there  were  poss ib le  re la t io ns ,  24 

even  in  the  compt ro l le r ' s  o f f i ce .   I t ' s  jus t  25 
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anothe r  examp le  o f  -  2 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    I 'm so r ry .   I  3 

d idn ' t  b r i ng  up  any  -  name any  person or  any  4 

cont rac ts .   Wha t  con t rac t  a re  you ta lk ing  a bou t?  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    You 6 

ment ioned the  cont rac ts  when  you  men t ioned w i th  7 

your  cap i ta l  p ro jec t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    G&M Land  Mov ing  9 

i s  t he  person  who -  10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No .   The  11 

p r io r  two con t rac ts  were  awarded  to  someone  who 12 

was a  poss ib le  re la t i ve  to  someone  who  work ed in  13 

the  compt ro l l e r ' s  o f f i ce .   So  i t ' s  ano ther  14 

example  o f  why we need  fu r the r  i nves t i ga t ion  i n to  15 

these cont rac ts .  16 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    I t ' s  no t  an  17 

example  o f  any th ing .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I t  19 

de f i n i te ly  i s .  20 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    You shou ldn ' t  21 

make  any  a l l ega t ions  tha t  the re  was any  22 

improp r ie t y  the re  because the re  has  neve r  be en  an 23 

a l lega t ion  o f  any  improp r ie t y  on  those  p r io r  two  24 

cont rac ts ,  number  one.  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  don ' t  2 

know.  3 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    And number  two  -  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  know tha t  5 

he 's  no  longer  i n  the  compt ro l le r ' s  o f f i ce .  6 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    the  cont rac t  7 

tha t ' s  cur ren t l y  was  vo ted  upon is  w i th  a  8 

comp le te ly  d i f f e ren t  company .   So to  t ry  to  9 

assoc ia te  the  two is  reck less .   10 

 I f  you  wan t  to  make a l lega t ions  abou t  11 

peop le  and  accuse them o f  wrongdo ing  on  the  12 

reco rd  tha t ' s  your  own  -  13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  don ' t  14 

take  you r  word  fo r  t ha t ,  MacKenz ie ,  I 'm sor ry .  15 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    bus iness .   But  16 

I 'm no t  go ing  to  a l l ow  you  to  make  a l l egat i ons  17 

abou t  peop le  when there  were  no  a l lega t ions  o f  -  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    There  were  19 

a l lega t ions  o f  -  20 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    wrongdo ing .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    a  22 

re la t i onsh ip  be tween  someone  who  worked in  the  23 

compt ro l le r ' s  o f f i ce  and  someone  who  was  a  24 

p r inc ipa l  in  the  con t rac t ,  okay .    25 
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 Do  you  know who  the  pr inc ipa l s  a re  a t  2 

th is  new company?  Have you seen  tha t  l i s t?   3 

Because I  haven ' t  seen  i t  ye t .   Do  you  know  the  4 

p r inc ipa ls  o f  t ha t  company  tha t  you jus t  5 

ment ioned?   I  haven ' t  go t ten  a  copy  o f  i t .   So  6 

we ' re  hop ing  to  ge t  tha t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    You 'd  have  to  8 

speak to  you r  s ta f f ;  t ha t ' s  no t  my  depar tme n t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  know.   10 

I t ' s  a  ques t i on  o f  who  the  p r inc ipa l s  a re  o f  11 

tha t .  12 

 Jus t  con t inu ing  on .   I  j us t  a l so  wan t  to  13 

ment ion  tha t  I  don ' t  go  ou t  o f  my way by  se nd ing  14 

emai ls  to  e lec ted  o f f i c i a l s  i n  you r  d i s t r i c t ,  15 

okay .   I  r ea l l y  don ' t .   Bu t  speak ing  to  a  l o t  o f  16 

them was  very  i n te res t ing ,  i nc lud ing  22  pho ne 17 

ca l l s  w i thou t  a  phone ca l l  back .   So ,  anywa y .  18 

 The Mayor  o f  Bayv i l l e  ca l l ed  you  22  t imes 19 

be fo re  you  ca l l ed  h im back .   I  don ' t  know.  20 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    I  have  no  idea  21 

what  you ' re  ta l k ing  abou t ,  number  one.  22 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Ask  h im.   23 

Ask  h im.  24 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    Number  two .   I t ' s  25 
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abso lu te ly  un t rue .   I  ac tua l l y  saw the  gent leman  2 

on  Monday n igh t  and no t  a  word  was  men t ione d .   3 

I t ' s  no t  t rue .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    R igh t .   Bu t  5 

you shou ld  ta lk  to  h im  about  tha t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    De l i a ,  I  have no  7 

i dea  wha t  you ' re  ta l k ing  abou t ,  qu i te  f rank l y  -  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Can we  focus  on  9 

th is  i tem? 10 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    and I 'm no t  go ing  11 

to  do  a  ch i l d ish  l i t t l e  deba te  w i th  you.   C an we  12 

ta lk  about  the  i tem? 13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  don ' t  14 

know why  you  sen t  a l l  the  ema i ls  i n to  my  15 

d i s t r i c t ,  bu t  I  though t  tha t  was  ch i ld ish ,  16 

honest ly .   I  have cop ies  o f  t hem i f  you  wan t  17 

them.  Anyway .  18 

 Ge t t ing  back  to  th is  i tem.   I  jus t  wan ted 19 

to  ask  you  abou t  the  -  t he  repor t  tha t  was made 20 

rega rd ing  these  tanks ,  was  th e re  any th ing  i n  21 

there  ind i ca t ing  tha t  there  i s  ac tua l  leaka ge?   22 

I 'm jus t  cur ious .   Tha t  the  tanks  are  ac tua l l y  23 

l eak ing .  24 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    The tanks  are  no t  leak ing  25 
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a t  t h i s  moment .   We ' re  mon i to r ing  them 2 

cont inuous ly .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Okay .   4 

Thank you.   I  apprec ia te  i t .   Thank you ver y  5 

much .  6 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Bu t  tha t  doesn ' t  so l ve  the  7 

po in t  whethe r  they ' re  leak ing  or  no t .   We h ave  a  8 

consen t  o rde r  w i th  the  EPA to  pu t  mon i to r in g  9 

cont ro ls  on  these tanks ,  and  tha t ' s  what  th i s  i s  10 

abou t .   I f  t hese  tanks  were  l eak ing ,  we 'd  b e  i n  11 

much  worse  cond i t i on  w i th  the  EPA.  12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Thank you 13 

ve ry  much.  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  o the r  15 

ques t ions?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 Hear ing  none ;  a l l  in  f avor  s i gn i fy  by  20 

say ing  aye .  21 

 (Aye . )   22 

 Those opposed? 23 

 (Nay . )  24 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:    I ’m  abs ta in ing .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    The i t em passes  2 

four  vo tes  fo r ,  two vo tes  no ,  and one abs te n t i on .   3 

I t  moves  on  the  Ru les  Commi t tee .  4 

 I t em 254-2016 i s  a  bond ord inance 5 

p rov id ing  fo r  a  cap i ta l  expend i tu re  to  f ina nce  6 

the  cap i ta l  p ro jec ts  i dent i f i ed  he re in  w i th in  the  7 

Coun ty  o f  Nassau  and  au tho r i z ing  $6 ,088,000  o f  8 

bonds o f  t he  County  to  f inance  such expend i tu re .  9 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  moved .  10 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  12 

Kope l ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Wa lker .   13 

 Th is  i s  the  coun ty  match  on  the  buses ,  14 

r i gh t?  15 

 MR.  ARNOLD:   Tha t  i s  cor rec t .   Th i s  has  16 

p resen ted  prev ious ly  to  th is  body .   Th is  i s  the  17 

ten  pe rcen t  match  assoc ia ted  w i th  the  count y  bus  18 

p rog ram.  19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Thank you.   I  have  20 

a  ques t ion  fo r  Mr .  Setze r ,  who  I  see  i s  in  the  21 

room.  22 

 MR.  SETZER:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  Mr .  23 

Cha i rman .  24 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Thank you fo r  25 
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jo in ing  us  Mr .  Setze r .  2 

 Jus t ,  cou ld  you  te l l  us  aga in ,  you  wen t  3 

th rough,  to  me,  a  c lea r  p resen ta t i on  o f  the  4 

p rob lems  tha t  w i l l  r esu l t  i f  we don ' t  pass  th i s .   5 

Bu t  cou ld  you  g i ve  us  tha t  i n  a  nu tshe l l  aga in?  6 

 MR.  SETZER:    Yes .   I ' d  be  happy  to .   7 

There  are  qu i te  a  few d i f f e ren t  cap i ta l  i te ms in  8 

these pro jec ts ,  bu t  the  one tha t  I  f ocused on and 9 

the  one tha t  I  t h ink  i s  the  most  u rgen t  i s  t he  28  10 

bus  orde r  tha t ' s  a l ready  been  p laced  w i th  t he  11 

manu fac turer .   These  a re  buses  tha t  w i l l  be  12 

de l i ve red  la te r  th is  yea r  and  they  a re  13 

rep lacemen t  buses .   They  a re  rep lacements  f o r  14 

buses  tha t  a re  a t  leas t  12  yea rs  o ld  and  ha ve a t  15 

l eas t  ha l f  a  mi l l i on  m i les ,  some a re  more .   16 

 The issue tha t  may  no t  be  apparent  t o  17 

everyone  i s  tha t  t he  buses  tha t  a re  be ing  18 

rep laced  have ,  i n  e f fec t ,  an  exp i ra t ion  da t e ,  a  19 

ha rd  exp i ra t i on  da te  tha t  we  canno t  go  pass ed.   20 

Because they  are  compressed na tu ra l  gas  fue led ,  21 

there  are  some federa l  ru les  tha t  app ly ,  th ey  22 

must  be  taken  ou t  o f  serv i ce ,  and so  we mus t  go  23 

ahead w i th  th is ,  I  wou ld  say .  We mus t  go  ah ead  24 

w i th  th i s  p rocu remen t  and we  mus t  fund  i t  s ome 25 
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way.   I  suppose  the  a l te rna t i ve  is  t o  fund i t  ou t  2 

o f  t he  opera t ing  budge t ,  bu t  t ha t  wou ld  hav e  3 

o the r  k inds  o f  consequences tha t  I  t h ink  non e o f  4 

us  i n  the  room here  wou ld  l i ke .  5 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I  saw a  s to ry  in  6 

the  Newsday  th i s  week tha t  ap paren t l y  some b us  7 

rou tes  a re  be ing  res to red ,  as  we  speak .    8 

 MR.  SETZER:    That 's  cor rec t .   Two  rou tes  9 

were  res to red  beg inn ing  th is  morn ing  and  tw o  10 

rou tes  tha t  had  been  e l im ina ted  ea r l ie r  in  the  11 

year  were  rep laced  w i th  a  d i f f e ren t  s t y le  o f  12 

rou te  us ing  a  smal le r  bus .   Yes ,  t ha t ' s  cor rec t .  13 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Obv ious l y ,  we ' ve  14 

had meet ings ,  i n  a  b ipar t i san  fash ion  we  we re  a l l  15 

i n  suppor t  res to ra t i on  o f  those bus  rou tes .  16 

 MR.  SETZER:    Cor rec t .  17 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Bu t  when  I  saw th i s  18 

s to ry  I 'm ques t ion ing  myse l f .   Why  a re  we g o ing  19 

ahead w i th  res to r ing  bus  rou tes  when  the  -  b y  20 

fa i l ing  to  pass  the  ma tch  we ' re  in  j eopardy  o f  21 

runn ing  ou t  o f  buses  a t  the  end o f  t he  year ,  so  22 

to  speak ,  because some o f  them a re  go ing  to  have  23 

to  be  she lved  and we ' re  no t  go ing  to  have t he  new 24 

buses  in  p lace .   How does i t  make sense to  go  25 
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ahead w i th  res to ra t i on  under  those  c i r cumst ances?  2 

 MR.  SETZER:    Mr .  Cha i rman ,  my  purpose  3 

he re  today  i s  t o  k ind  o f  j us t  make  sure  tha t  you  4 

have  a l l  t he  fac ts  i nvo l ved he re .   I  t h ink  tha t ' s  5 

rea l l y  a  po l i cy  ques t i on  tha t  I 'm in  no  pos i t i on  6 

to  comment  on .  7 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    A l l  r i gh t .   8 

Obv ious l y  we  wan t  to  see  the  res to ra t i ons ,  bu t  a t  9 

the  same t ime  we  don ' t  wan t  to  be  in  a  pos i t ion  10 

when  these  buses  -  when the  o lde r  buses  in  o ur  11 

f l ee t  a re  be ing  fo rced  to  go  to  the  s ide  an d  us  12 

no t  hav ing  buses  to  rep lace  them.   Tha t ' s  a  13 

n igh tmare  scenar io  fo r  mos t  o f  us .  14 

 MR.  SETZER:    I  wou ld  say  tha t  mos t  any  15 

course  o f  ac t ion  tha t  I  can  imag ine  tha t  do esn ' t  16 

i nc lude ma in ta in ing  the  cap i ta l  rep lacement  17 

p rog ram as  des igned u l t ima te l y  l eads  to  ser v ice  18 

reduc t ions .   E i the r  we  take  money ou t  o f  the  19 

opera t ing  budge t  o r  we  don ' t  have enough  bu ses  o r  20 

some combina t ion  o f  those th ings .  21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  Walke r .  22 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    I  wou ld  j us t  l i ke  to  23 

make  sure  I  unders tand  th i s  r i gh t .   I f  we d on ' t  24 

move  ahead  w i th  th is  -  and  we  obv ious l y  have  -  25 
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these buses  have  been orde red  to  you r  2 

spec i f i ca t ion .   These buses  a re  coming  in .  3 

 MR.  SETZER:    That 's  cor rec t ,  Leg is la to r .  4 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    W i thout  t h i s  money 5 

you w i l l  t hen  rea l l y  be  fo rced  to  take  i t  o u t  o f  6 

your  ope ra t i ng  budge t .  7 

 MR.  SETZER:    I  th ink  tha t  wou ld  be  the  8 

a l te rna t ive  -  t ha t  wou ld  be  o ne a l te rna t ive  or  9 

the  coun ty  wou ld  have to  f ind  some o ther  so u rce  10 

o f  l oca l  match  fo r  t hese  buses .  11 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Now i f  you  had to  12 

take  the  money ou t  o f  your  ope ra t i ng  budget ,  13 

wou ld  you s t i l l  ge t  the  ma tch  f rom the  fede ra l  14 

gove rnment?  15 

 MR.  SETZER:    No .   These  g ran ts  a re  ten  16 

pe rcen t  coun ty ,  ten  pe rcen t  s ta te ,  80  pe rce n t  17 

fede ra l ,  and  the  county  has  to  p rov ide  the  l oca l  18 

ma tch  in  o rde r  fo r  t he  o ther  do l la rs  to  f lo w .   19 

So ,  no ,  we  wou ld  no t  ge t  any  o f  i t .  20 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So you -  i f  you  took  21 

i t  ou t  o f  you r  ope ra t i ng  budge t  you wou ld  t hen  be  22 

los t  w i thout  the  o ther  mon ies  tha t  you  wou l d  have 23 

rece ived .  24 

 MR.  SETZER:    We wou ld  have to  take  100 25 
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pe rcen t  o f  t he  cos t  o f  t he  buses  ou t  o f  the  2 

opera t ing  budge t ,  wh ich  wou ld  be  about  16  m i l l ion  3 

o r  e lse  we 'd  have to  take  the  loca l  ma tch  o u t  o f  4 

the  opera t ing  budget ,  wh ich  wou ld  be  1 .6  mi l l i on ,  5 

e i ther  o f  wh ich  wou ld  have  a  huge e f fec t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Huge e f fec t .  7 

 MR.  SETZER:    R igh t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So,  bas i ca l l y  we 9 

m igh t  then  have  a  lo t  o f  new buses  tha t  mig h t  no t  10 

be  go ing  anywhere .  11 

 MR.  SETZER:    Yes .   We 'd  have  a  newer  12 

f l ee t  bu t  we  wou ldn ' t  u l t ima te ly  be  ab le  to  13 

opera te  i t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Opera te  the  f lee t ,  15 

r i gh t .   Okay .   Thank  you .  16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  o the r  17 

ques t ions?   Leg is la to r  Bynoe .  18 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Thank you ,  Cha i r .   19 

H i ,  Mr .  Se tze r .  20 

 MR.  SETZER:    He l l o ,  Leg is la to r  Bynoe.  21 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Qu ick  ques t ion .  When  22 

a re  we  requ i red  to  pay  o r  you ,  N ICE Bus,  req u i red  23 

to  pay  fo r  t hose  buses?  24 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Each  ind i v idua l  bus  25 
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i s  about  460 ,000  -  2 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Yeah .   When?  3 

 MR.  SETZER:    Oh .   When?  4 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    When ,  yes .  5 

 MR.  SETZER:    I  th ink  the  requ i remen t  i s  6 

30  days  a f te r  t he  buses  are  de l i ve red  and ac cept  7 

the  cash  has  to  be  the re  to  make  tha t  payme n t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Okay .   And  when are  9 

we  expec t ing  to  take  de l i very?  10 

 MR.  SETZER:    September  th rough December ,  11 

they  w i l l  be  de l i vered  ove r  tha t  per iod  o f  t ime.  12 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    September  th rough 13 

December .  14 

 MR.  SETZER:    O f  th i s  year ,  yes .  15 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Okay .   Thank  you .  16 

 Can I  have  a  copy  o f  -  can  we ,  17 

co l l ec t i ve ly ,  t he  body ,  have  a  copy  o f  cont rac t?  18 

 MR.  SETZER:    The pu rchase  con t rac t  fo r  19 

the  buses?  20 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Yeah .  21 

 MR.  SETZER:    Cer ta in l y .  22 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    Thank you .  23 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -24 

Wh i t ton .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Thank you.  2 

 Do  you  happen  to  have the  numbers  tha t  3 

you had las t  t ime,  l as t  year  fo r  you r  compa ny as  4 

fa r  as  the  expenses and the  p ro f i t ?   Do you  have  5 

tha t  i n fo rma t ion  ye t?  6 

 MR.  SETZER:    I  don ' t  have  i t  w i th  me bu t  7 

I  can  ce r ta in ly  p rov ide  tha t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I f  you  9 

cou ld  send  tha t  to  a l l  o f  us .   I 'm  jus t  cur ious  10 

where  the  pro f i t  i s  th is  yea r  as  opposed  to  las t  11 

year .  12 

 MR.  SETZER:    Cer ta in l y .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    And the  14 

o the r  th ing  tha t  I  have to  j us t  make  a  s ta t ement  15 

abou t ,  R ich  i s  say ing  tha t  th ese  buses  m igh t  no t  16 

a r r i ve  and  the  ear l i es t  you expect  t hem is  17 

somet ime  in  November ,  migh t  no t  a r r i ve  un t i l  18 

December .   So  we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  January  t ha t  we 19 

wou ld  have  to  rea l l y  hand ove r  these  funds .  20 

 MR.  SETZER:    They  w i l l  be  de l i vered  ove r  21 

the  pe r iod  o f  -  they  a re  each  pa id  fo r  22 

i nd i v idua l ly .   They  are  accep ted  by  us  and then 23 

pa id  fo r  i nd i v idua l l y .   The f i rs t  one -  the  24 

de l i ve ry  schedu le  s ta r ts  i n  September ,  so  s ome 25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  79 Finance Committee – 6 - 27- 16 

t ime  in  Oc tober  we  wou ld  owe  payment  fo r  th e  2 

f i rs t  one.  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    And how 4 

l ong  i s  tha t  accep tance process?   How long does  5 

tha t  norma l l y  take?  6 

 MR.  SETZER:    Leg is la to r ,  i t  depends  on  7 

the  cond i t ion  o f  t he  bus  tha t  when  i t ' s  8 

de l i ve red ,  I  wou ld  expec t  th i s  to  go  very  q u ick l y  9 

because these  buses  are  iden t i ca l  to  the  la s t  10 

de l i ve ry  tha t  we  got  ear l i e r  -  o r  las t  year .   The 11 

manu fac turer  knows  exac t ly  wha t  we ' l l  appro ve and 12 

what  we ' l l  accep t ,  so  I  wou ld  expec t  t hem t o  be  13 

accepted  w i th in  a  ma t te r  o f  days  o f  de l i ver y .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Do  you  know 15 

long  i t  took  las t  year  to  ge t  a l l  o f  t he  bu ses  16 

tha t  we orde red ,  l i ke  how many  mon ths  or  ho w long 17 

i t  t ook  when  you  f i r s t  s ta r ted  to  accept  th em to  18 

the  las t  bus  tha t  you go t?  19 

 MR.  SETZER:    I 'm so r ry .   I  don ' t  20 

remember .   I t  was  a  la rger  o rder .   I  t h ink  the re  21 

were  50-some buses  in  tha t  o rder .   Bu t  once  they  22 

began to  be  de l i ve red ,  we go t  a lmost  one  a  day .   23 

I  wou ld  expec t  t ha t  i t  wou ld  be  a  s imi la r  k ind  o f  24 

schedu le  th i s  t ime .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    The bo t tom 2 

l i ne  i s  th is  i s  someth ing  we  cou ld  be  ta lk i ng  3 

abou t ,  l i ke  you  sa id ,  a t  t he  end  o f  the  yea r  i n to  4 

January  poss ib l y  fo r  payment .   I  j us t  wante d  to  5 

c la r i f y  tha t .  6 

 We ' re  hav ing  a  re fe rendum in  November  7 

rega rd ing  the  i nspec to r  genera l ,  so  I 'm hop ing ,  8 

you know,  by  tha t  t ime  we w i l l  be  much  more  9 

comfor tab le  w i th  the  s i t ua t i on  tha t  we ' re  i n .  10 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    I 'm so r ry .   Can 11 

you jus t  c la r i f y  someth ing?  I  m igh t  have m issed  12 

th is  po in t .   When does  the  ma tch ing  have  to  13 

e i ther  be  shown to  be  ava i lab le  o r  be  ava i l ab le?   14 

I t ' s  no t  as  these buses  are  de l i ve red .   Am I  15 

unders tand ing  co r rec t l y?   I t  doesn ' t  go  on  a  bus -16 

by -bus  bas is ,  r i gh t?  17 

 MR.  SETZER:    Leg is la to r ,  I  t h ink  the  18 

answer  to  tha t  ques t ion  is  t ha t  when  the  co unty  19 

f i led  the  gran t  app l ica t ion  w i th  the  federa l  20 

gove rnment  i t  made  a  commi tmen t  tha t  t he  lo ca l  21 

ma tch  wou ld  be  ava i l ab le .   I t ' s  no t  so  much  a  22 

ques t ion  o f  when  but  f rom where  w i l l  t ha t  l oca l  23 

ma tch  be  p rov ided.  24 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  o the r  25 
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d i scuss ion?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 Thank you,  Mr .  Setze r .  4 

 MR.  SETZER:    Thank you.  5 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  pub l ic  comment?  6 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    Jus t  one  c la r i f i ca t i on .  7 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Su re .  8 

 MR.  ARNOLD:    On  the  tes t imony  dur ing  the  9 

tanks ,  Wes t  Shore  Road  Phase  3  was  approved  by  10 

th is  body .   So a l l  t he  p r inc ipa l s  and vendo r  11 

d i sc losu re  were  prov ided .  12 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Okay .  13 

 Ms .  Mereday.   Ms .  D 'A leva .  14 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    I  jus t  a lso  want  to  add 15 

tha t  once the  buses  ge t  de l i ve red  and payme n t  i s  16 

pu t  fo r th ,  we ' re  supposed to  pay  i n  72  hour s ,  so  17 

we  don ' t  rea l l y  have  30  days .   So once  they  are  18 

de l i ve red ,  payment  has  to  be  w i th in  72  hours  i n  19 

o rde r  fo r  us  to  rece ive  the  funds  f rom the  20 

fede ra l  gove rnment .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  Mr .  22 

Se tzer  was  inco r rec t?  23 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    I  be l i eve  so .   Those  a re  24 

the  qua l i f i ca t i ons  fo r  t he  g ran t .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can you 2 

j us t  p rov ide  us  tha t  i n fo rma t ion?  3 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    Su re .  4 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Thank you.  5 

 Any  o the r  ques t i ons  fo r  Ms .  D 'A leva?  6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 Thank you.  8 

 Ms .  Mereday.  9 

 MS.  MEREDAY:    Meta  Mereday,  Ba ldw in ,  New 10 

York .  11 

 Aga in ,  I  s t rong ly  sugges t  tha t  t he  body  12 

take  i n to  cons idera t ion  the  needs o f  t he  13 

res idents ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  those  who requ i re  t h is  14 

t ranspor ta t i on .   Th i s  i s  t he i r  on l y  means o f  15 

t ranspor ta t i on .    16 

 I  ge t  i t .   T rus t  me.   As  you  can  see ,  17 

l ook  a round.   I ’m one o f  t he  few  tha t  comes  he re .   18 

Because I  p re t t y  much work  the  ove rn igh t  sh i f t .   19 

And yes ,  I  do  have  phys i ca l  l im i ta t i ons ,  20 

pa r t i cu la r ly  the  rugs  in  th i s  room,  because  I  am 21 

s i ck  when I  l eave he re  bu t  I  s t i l l  have to  work  22 

overn igh t ,  j us t  so  we have  tha t  c lea r .  23 

 Bu t  we  have to  take  in to  cons ide ra t i on  24 

tha t  agree ing  to  th i s  scenar io  as  i t  r e la te s  to  25 
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the  res idents  who need  the  buses ,  ag ree ing  i n  2 

body  and  unan imous ly  takes  no th ing  away f ro m the  3 

f i gh t  to  have  the  procuremen t  p rocess  overv iew  4 

tha t  i s  so re l y  needed in  th i s  coun ty .  5 

 Aga in ,  I  know I 'm probab ly  j us t  ta lk ing  6 

to  myse l f  on  a  m ic rophone,  wh ich  i s  okay ,  I  ta lk  7 

to  myse l f  o f ten .   I t ' s  a l l  r i gh t .   Somet ime s  I  8 

ag ree.   And s ince  i t ' s  me,  myse l f ,  and  I  th e re  i s  9 

usua l l y  a  sp l i t  dec i s ion .   Aga in ,  as  Norma sa id  10 

ea r l ie r ,  somet imes  you  jus t  need  a  l i t t l e  h umor  11 

once  in  a  wh i le .   That 's  impor tan t .   12 

 One o the r  po in t  I  wanted  to  make  in  te rms 13 

o f  t he  ear l i e r  aspec t  o f  t h i s .   As  I  sa id ,  j us t  14 

today  there  was  a  press  confe rence  a t  the  W h i te  15 

House in  te rms o f  tech  h i r ing  gran ts  tha t  w ere  16 

d i s t r i bu ted .   Four  m i l l i on  do l la rs ,  you  may  no t  17 

know,  went  to  LaGuard ia  A i rpo r t  fo r  p rog ram s  fo r  18 

advanced  t ra in ing  to  ass is t  re -en t ry  cand ida tes ,  19 

l ow income,  ve te rans  and  those  par t i cu la r ly  who 20 

l i ve  i n  h igh  cos t  reg ions ,  t o  p repare  them so 21 

tha t  t hey  cou ld  ge t  jobs  so  t ha t  t hey  can l i ve  i n  22 

these h igh -cos t  reg ions .   LaG uard ia  Communi t y  23 

Co l l ege go t  $4  m i l l i on .   Suf fo lk  Communi ty  24 

Co l l ege go t  $2 .9  m i l l i on .   Wes tches ter  Comm uni ty  25 
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Co l l ege go t  $4  m i l l i on .   Where  i s  Nassau?  Where  2 

i s  Nassau County?  3 

 Las t  yea r  Roches te r  go t  $100, 000  fo r  4 

the i r  ve te rans '  fac i l i t y .   Nassau Coun ty  do esn ' t  5 

even  have a  ve te rans '  fac i l i t y .   Aga in ,  whe re  is  6 

Nassau?  7 

 Le t  us  th ink  about  the  th ings  tha t  we are  8 

do ing  and the  reason  why  we ' re  do ing  i t .   Y ou may 9 

represen t  pa r t i es  -  repub l ican ,  democra t ,  I  ge t  10 

i t  -  bu t  ove ra l l  you  rep resen t  the  peop le .   So  11 

le t ' s  jus t  pu t  t he  i ssues  as ide  in  th i s  ins tance  12 

because the  bus  has  no th ing  to  do  w i th  th is  13 

s i tua t ion .   G ive  those  res iden ts  the  resour ces  14 

tha t  t hey  need so  tha t  t hey  can s tay  i n  Nas sau  15 

Coun ty  and  p rov ide  the  work  tha t  needs  to  g e t  16 

done .  17 

 Thank you.  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Thank you.  19 

 Hear ing  no  fu r ther  pub l i c  comment ;  a l l  i n  20 

favo r  s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  21 

 (Aye . )  22 

 Those opposed? 23 

 (Nay . )  24 

 The i t em passes  by  a  vo te  o f  f i ve  to  two .   25 
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 We now have th ree  execut ive  sess ion  i t ems 2 

-  be fo re  we go  to  execut ive  s ess ion ,  ac tua l l y ,  3 

I t em 239-16 I  sk ipped be fo re  -  i t ' s  an  o rd in ance  4 

p rov id ing  fo r  a  cap i ta l  expend i tu re  to  f ina nce  5 

the  paymen t  o f  cer ta in  j udgmen ts  o r  comprom ised 6 

o r  se t t l ed  c la ims aga ins t  the  Coun ty  o f  Nass au  7 

and au thor iz ing  $45 mi l l ion  o f  bonds  o f  the  8 

coun ty  to  f i nance sa id  expend i tu re .  9 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  moved .  10 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  12 

Kope l ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Wa lker .   13 

 The i t em i s  be fo re  the  commi t tee .  14 

 W i thou t  ge t t i ng  in to  the  mer i t s  o f  t h i s  15 

under l y ing  case ,  cou ld  you  exp la in  to  us  wh a t  the  16 

$45 mi l l ion  bond  i s  fo r?  17 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Abso lu te l y ,  Leg is la to r .  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Aga in ,  you  don ' t  19 

have  to  ge t  i n to  the  mer i t s  bu t  I  unders tand  i t  20 

has  to  do  w i th  the  appea ls  tha t  a re  go ing  t o  the  21 

Second  C i r cu i t .   P rocedura l l y ,  I  t h ink  you cou ld  22 

pu t  tha t  on  the  reco rd  w i thou t  t ouch ing  any th ing  23 

hav ing  to  do  w i th  the  mer i ts  o f  the  case .  24 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  w i l l  do  tha t .   The 25 
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pu rpose o f  t h is  bond  o rd inance  i s  to  take  t he  2 

p lace  o f  a  pos t i ng  o f  a  supersedeas bond  in  the  3 

c i v i l  l i t i ga t ion  o f  the  Restivo/Halstead  ma t te r .   4 

A f te r  a  second c iv i l  t r i a l  and  ju ry  de te rmi nat ion  5 

o f  $36  m i l l i on ,  the  p la in t i f f  sought  en forc ement  6 

o f  t he  j udgment ,  p lus  a t to rney 's  fees .   Appe a ls  7 

o f  t he  f i r s t  c i v i l  j u ry  t r ia l  and the  secon d  8 

t r ia l  were  made  and they  a re  cur ren t ly  be in g  9 

l i t i ga ted .  10 

 I n  federa l  cour t ,  a  s tay  o f  en fo rcemen t  11 

o f  a  j udgmen t  i s  no t  au tomat i c  even though the  12 

case  i s  on  appea l .   You have  to  seek  a  s tay  f rom 13 

the  fede ra l  cou r t ,  and  fo r  i t  to  be  gran ted  you 14 

no rmal ly ,  c i v i l  l i t i gan ts  wou ld  pos t  a  15 

supersedeas bond .   The  county  cannot  pos t  a  16 

supersedeas bond  because  the re  a re  j us t  too  many  17 

imped iments  to  do ing  tha t ,  one  tha t  i t ' s  ju s t  18 

economica l l y  too  expens ive  and  a lso  i t ' s  no t  19 

feas ib le ,  as  in  o rde r  to  pos t  a  bond  you  wo u ld  20 

have  to  pu t  up  a  fo rm o f  co l l a te ra l  and the re  is  21 

no  asset  t ha t  t he  coun ty  can  pu t  up  as  co l l a te ra l  22 

because i t  obv ious ly  be longs  to  the  pub l ic ,  the  23 

coun ty .   So in  l ieu  o f  pos t i ng  the  bond the  cour t  24 

has  accepted  a  bond ord inance ,  wh ich  w i l l  25 
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demons t ra te  the  coun ty 's  ab i l i t y  t o  pay ,  in  l i eu  2 

o f  a  supersedeas  bond.   Th is  i s  s imi la r ,  to  3 

re f resh  your  reco l lec t ion ,  t o  what  happened  w i th  4 

the  s t r i p  sea rch  l i t iga t ion .   The coun ty  wa s  5 

seek ing  a  bond o rd inance  ins t ead  o f  pos t ing  the  6 

bond .  7 

 The coun ty  i s  no t  ob l i ga ted  to  pay  8 

any th ing  un t i l  a  f ina l  j udgmen t  i s  reached and  9 

there  are  no  fu r ther  appea ls  tha t  a re  taken .   So  10 

the  leg i s la tu re ' s  vo te  today ,  i f  i t  d id  vo t e  i n  11 

the  a f f i rmat i ve ,  i s  on ly  fo r  t he  approva l  12 

au thor i t y  bond sub jec t  t o  ce r ta in  cond i t ion s ,  13 

such  as  the  l i t i ga t i on  be ing  f ina l ,  no  o the r  14 

appea ls  a re  go ing  to  be  taken ,  and  a lso  sub jec t  15 

to  N IFA approva l .   Th i s  i s  s imp ly  to  pu t  in  p lace  16 

a  mechan ism.  17 

 I  th ink  tha t  -  t ha t ' s  requ i red  by  18 

s t ipu la t ion .   19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Requ i red  by  20 

s t ipu la t ion  o r  by  the  cour t?  21 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I t  was  s t ipu la ted  and  so  22 

o rde red by  the  cou r t .  23 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  ques t ions?   24 

Leg is la to r  Cur ran .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:    I  ha te  to  admi t  t h i s  2 

bu t  I 'm no t  a  l awyer ,  and I  d id  no t  comp le te ly  3 

unders tand  every th ing  you sa id .   So cou ld  y ou 4 

p lease  descr ibe  i t  as  i f  I  was  i n  e lemen tar y  5 

schoo l ,  l i ke  an  in te l l igen t  f our th  g rader?  6 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Okay .   When  you  l i t iga te  a  7 

case ,  i f  you  lose  or  i f  you  l ose  the  case a nd say  8 

I  want  to  appea l  t ha t  case ,  no rmal ly  i n  s ta t e  9 

cour t  a  mun ic ipa l i t y  i s  en t i t l ed  to  a  s tay  wh i le  10 

the  appea l  p rocess  i s  p lay ing  ou t ,  because I  11 

shou ldn ' t  have to  pay  un t i l  I  know wha t  the  12 

appea l  cou r t  i s  go ing  to  say .   I n  the  feder a l  13 

cour t  the  ru les  are  s l igh t ly  d i f fe ren t .   Yo u  14 

don ' t  ge t  to  s tay  the  en fo rcemen t  wh i l e  the  15 

appea l  i s  pend ing .   You have  to  make  an 16 

app l ica t ion  and  the  fede ra l  j udge has  to  g r an t  17 

you pe rm iss ion  to  s tay  the  en forcement .   In  one 18 

o f  t he  th ings  you can argue to  say  why  a  s t ay  19 

shou ld  be  in  p lace  i s  you have  to  demons t ra te  to  20 

the  cour t  tha t  t he  l i t igan t ,  a t  the  end o f  t he  21 

appea l ,  has  the  ab i l i t y  to  pay .   How you  22 

demons t ra te  you r  ab i l i t y  t o  pay  is  you  can pos t  a  23 

bond ,  what  they  ca l l  a  supersedeas  bond.   T he 24 

c i v i l  l i t i gan t  says  -  no rmal l y ,  fo r  example ,  you  25 
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wou ld  say  I  pu t  up  co l la te ra l ,  I  pu t  up  my house ,  2 

because i t ' s  a  m i l l i on  do l la r  judgment ,  I  h ave  a  3 

$500 ,000  house o r  whatever  and  I ' l l  pu t  up  my 4 

house as  an  asse t  to  gua rantee  tha t  I  have the  5 

ab i l i t y  to  pay .   We ' re  i n  a  un ique  s i t ua t io n  6 

because we ' re  no t  the  typ i ca l  c i v i l  l i t i gan t ,  7 

we ' re  a  mun ic ipa l i t y .   Our  fund ing  and  our  8 

ab i l i t y  to  pay  i s  e i ther  because  we can bor row,  9 

i f  i t ' s  an  ex t raord ina ry  j udgmen t ,  we can r a ise  10 

taxes  to  pay  ou r  j udgmen ts ,  t hose are  the  m eans 11 

o f  pay ing .   So we have  advoca ted  to  the  cou r t  12 

say ing  we,  one,  we  wan t  a  s tay  because  i t ' s  on  13 

appea l  and  we  don ' t  know the  ou tcome o f  the  14 

appea l .  Maybe  I  u l t ima te ly  don ' t  have to  pa y  the  15 

j udgment  because  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  over tu rne d  on  16 

appea l .   And  I  don ' t  wan t  to  pos t  a  superse deas 17 

bond  because  I 'm  not  t he  t yp i ca l  c iv i l  l i t i g an t .   18 

I 'm a  gove rnmen t .   I  can ' t ,  you  know,  no rma l ly  19 

you cou ld  pu t  up  co l la te ra l  o f  you r  home or  20 

whatever .   Bu t  I  can ' t  pu t  up  because the  c oun ty  21 

asse ts  a re  no t  such tha t  t hey  lend  themse lv es .   22 

P lus ,  the  f i nanc ia l  bu rden  o f  pos t ing  tha t  b ond 23 

and pay ing  fo r  i t  i s  j us t  too  ex t rao rd inary  fo r  24 

the  mun ic ipa l i t y .  25 
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 To  show the  cou r t ,  t o  demons t ra te ,  l ook ,  2 

the  mun ic ipa l i t y  i s  go ing  to  pay  i f  and whe n  3 

there  are  no  fu r ther  appea ls  go ing  to  be  ta ken ,  4 

there  is  no  fu r the r  imped imen t  to  pay ,  t ha t  the  5 

j udgment  i s  f ina l  and we  a re  ob l iga ted  to  p ay ,  we 6 

a re  ask ing  the  cou r t  t o  say  -  we ' re  demonst r a t ing  7 

to  the  cou r t  ou r  good fa i t h  tha t  we ' re  go in g  to  8 

have  -  i n  the  even t  we  have to  pay ,  we ' re  h op ing  9 

we  don ' t  have  to  pay .   But  i n  the  even t  we do 10 

have  to  pay ,  we ' re  go ing  to  c rea te  a  mechan i sm,  11 

wh ich  is  t h i s  bond ing  approva l .   We ' re  go in g  to  12 

have  a  bond in  p lace  approved  tha t  i f  we  ha ve to  13 

pay ,  and  i t ' s  a l l  cond i t ioned .   I f  you  read  the  14 

backup  in  the  bond ,  i t ' s  a l l  cond i t i oned  o f  15 

ce r ta in  th ings  happen ing .   Bu t  i f ,  a t  the  en d o f  16 

the  day ,  we have  to  pay ,  t he  bond is  i n  p la ce  and 17 

ready  to  be  pa id  shou ld  the  coun ty  be  ob l ig a ted  18 

to  pay .  19 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:    Great .   Thank  you  20 

ve ry  much.  21 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    You ' re  we lcome.  22 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:    Wel l  done .  23 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  add i t i ona l  24 

ques t ions?   Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -Whi t ton .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I s  t he re  a  2 

dead l i ne  fo r  the  adopt ion  o f  t h i s  o rd inance ?  3 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I 'm  no t  qu i te  sure  what  4 

you mean  by  a  dead l i ne  -  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I s  t he re  a  6 

day  or  a  da te  tha t  you  have f rom the  cou r ts ?   Is  7 

there  any th ing  i n  wr i t ing  s ta t ing  tha t?  8 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    The  cou r t  has  asked  us  to  9 

pu t  i t  on  the  ca lendar  to  be  p resented  to  t he  10 

l eg i s la tu re  and  tha t ' s  wha t  we ' re  do ing  r ig h t  11 

now,  we ' re  p resent ing  i t  t o  the  leg i s la tu re .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    D id  they  13 

g i ve  you  any  ind ica t ing  as  to  a  da te?  14 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    As  soon  as  prac t i ca l .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    As  soon as  16 

poss ib le?   I s  t ha t  i n  the  orde r?   Do  you  ha ve the  17 

copy  o f  the  o rde r?  18 

 MS.  LOCURTO:     I  p rov ided  i t  to  you r  19 

counse l .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I s  t he re  a  21 

da te  i n  tha t?  22 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    The re  i s  no t  a  spec i f ied  23 

da te .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  have  to  25 
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a l so  j us t  go  back .   I f  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  u se  the  2 

l i t i ga t i on  fund  f rom the  ways  tha t  N IFA 3 

sugges ted ,  I  th ink  th i s  i s  t he  per fec t  exam p le  o f  4 

when  we shou ld  use  i t .   I  th ink  we  shou ld  5 

de f i n i te ly  use  the  l i t iga t ion  fund  fo r  t h is .   I  6 

can ' t  unders tand  why  we wou ldn ' t .  7 

 How much  does  th is  t ype  o f  bond cos t?  8 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:    H i .   9 

E r ic  Naugh ton ,  Deputy  Coun ty  Execu t i ve  fo r  10 

F inance.    11 

 Leg is la to r ,  t h i s  i s  the  exac t  case  where  12 

you shou ld  no t  l i t iga t ion  fund .   The  l i t iga t ion  13 

fund ,  NIFA  ag reed we  wou ld  no t  use  i t  fo r  14 

ex t rao rd inary  t ypes  o f  l i t iga t ion .   A  $45 m i l l ion  15 

paymen t  wou ld  qua l i f y  as  ex t raord ina ry .   Th a t  i s  16 

someth ing  tha t  we shou ld  bond  fo r .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Bu t  how 18 

much  -  t o  ge t  t h is  t ype  o f  bond,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  we 19 

used  i t  fo r  Oys ter  Bay ,  bu t  -  i f  we ' re  ta lk i ng  20 

abou t  th is  t ype  o f  bond -  21 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:    That  22 

was a  d i f f e ren t  example .   Tha t  examp le ,  we saved  23 

money by  be ing  ab le  to  se t t l e  i t  qu i ck ly .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    The bond  25 
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fo r  the  45  m i l l i on  i s  how much?  2 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:    3 

Depend ing  on  the  marke t ,  and  r igh t  now we d on ' t  4 

have  to  go  ou t  f o r  i t  bu t  the  in te res t  ra te  may 5 

be  about  th ree  percent ,  most l y .   Aga in ,  to  pay  6 

fo r  someth ing  o f  t ha t  -  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Th is  i s  fo r  8 

45  m i l l i on ,  we ' re  ta lk ing  th ree  pe rcen t  o f  t he  45  9 

m i l l ion .  10 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:    That  11 

i s  cor rec t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  we ' re  13 

ta lk ing  abou t  ge t t ing  the  bond ,  r i gh t ,  we o n ly  14 

need  th ree  pe rcent  o f  what  we ' re  bond ing  fo r .  15 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:    No .   16 

R igh t  now a l l  t hey ' re  ask ing  fo r  r igh t  now i s  the  17 

bond  o rd inance,  tha t ' s  a l l  t ha t ' s  be  asked fo r  a t  18 

th is  moment .  19 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    De l i a ,  can  I  j us t  20 

i n te r j ec t  to  c la r i f y  someth ing?  I  don ' t  wa n t  to  21 

i n te r rup t  you .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Go  ahead .   23 

I f  i t ' s  okay  w i th  the  Cha i rma n .  24 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  25 
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MacKenz ie .  2 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    The who le  po in t  3 

o f  t h i s  i s  t he  cou r t  i s  a l low ing  us  jus t  to  pass  4 

the  ord inance  wh ich  a l lows  us  to  take  a  bon d  5 

w i thou t  ac tua l l y  t ak ing  the  bond .  6 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:    That  7 

i s  cor rec t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    So  the re  wou ld  be  9 

no  need whatsoever  to  spend any  money un les s  10 

u l t ima te ly  we  los t  t he  appea ls  and  the  case .   And 11 

th is  mechan ism i s  pe rm i t t i ng  us  to  j us t  s im p ly  12 

pass  an  ord inance wh ich  a l lows  us  to  bor row  money 13 

in  the  fu tu re  i f  necessa ry  and  to  sa t i s f y  t he  14 

cour t  tha t  t ha t  au thor i t y  i s  g iven .   I s  tha t  15 

co r rec t?  16 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:    That  17 

i s  abso lu te l y  co r rec t ,  Leg is la to r  MacKenz ie .  18 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    So  th i s  w i l l  19 

cause the  county  i n  the  immed ia te  te rm to  b o r row 20 

no  money  and  cos t  no th ing  o the r  than  pass in g  th i s  21 

o rd inance and  the  two cents  the  paper  cos t .  22 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:    No  23 

bonds wou ld  be  i ssued.  24 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -25 
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Wh i t ton .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Okay .   So 3 

l e t ' s  say  fo r  some reason we  don ' t  w in  and we 4 

have  to  pay  the  45  m i l l i on .   Do you have  to  come 5 

back  to  us  o r  you can jus t  go  ahead and do  i t?  6 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:    I ' l l  7 

de fe r  to  counse l  on  tha t  one .  8 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    No.   We don ' t  come back  to  9 

the  leg i s la tu re .   However ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  sub j ec t  t o  10 

N IFA approva l .   The sa le  o f  any  bond  p rocee ds 11 

wou ld  requ i re  N IFA to  approve .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  us  13 

g i v ing  the  okay  fo r  th is  o rd inance  bas ica l l y  i s  14 

okay ing  the  $45  mi l l ion  in  bo nd ing  shou ld  yo u 15 

use.  16 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I f  necessary .   I t ' s  17 

cond i t ioned,  though.  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  19 

unders tood  what  you sa id .   I  t h ink  we ' re  re a l l y  20 

ac tua l l y  g iv ing  the  okay  to  bond  fo r  t he  45  21 

m i l l ion  shou ld  we no t  be  succ ess fu l .  22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  23 

MacKenz ie .  24 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    I 'm so r ry .   I  25 
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m isunders tood  your  pos i t ion .   I  though t  you  sa id  2 

tha t  t he  cos t  o f  t he  bond ing  wou ldn ' t  be  th a t  3 

much  and  we shou ld  use  the  l i t iga t ion  fund to  pay  4 

fo r  the  cos t  o f  the  bond ing .  So I  was  jus t  t ry ing  5 

to  c la r i f y  what  was go ing  on .   I  know exac t l y  6 

what  th i s  does .   And  I  know tha t  i n  the  7 

even tua l i t y  i f  t hey  lose ,  tha t ' s  g iv ing  au t hor i t y  8 

to  bond fo r  i t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  though t  10 

tha t  t he re  was a  sma l l  amount  tha t  we had to  pay  11 

up f ron t  to  ge t  i t .   I f  t ha t ' s  no t  the  case,  then  12 

tha t ' s  g rea t .   Bu t  we ' re  s t i l l  go ing  ahead and  13 

g i v ing  you  the  45  mi l l ion  shou ld  we lose  w i thout  14 

you coming  back  to  the  l eg is la tu re .  15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  Kope l .  16 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -17 

Wh i t ton ,  t he  on ly  th ing  tha t  I  wou ld  a lso  p o in t  18 

ou t  i s  t ha t  i f  you  go  ahead and spend the  m oney 19 

ou t  o f  t he  bond  fund  -  I 'm  so r ry ,  the  l i t ig a t i on  20 

fund  -  bes ides  fo r  t he  fac t  t ha t  you ' re  21 

decreas ing  the  amoun t  ava i lab le  in  tha t  fun d  fo r  22 

use in  l i t iga t i on  se t t lements  wh ich  i t ' s  ne eded 23 

fo r .   In  the  event  tha t  th is  bond -  in  the  event  24 

tha t  we lose  a l l  t he  appea ls ,  th is  bond cou ld  be  25 
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ca l l ed  upon.   I sn ' t  tha t  r igh t?  2 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:    I f  we 3 

l ose ,  yes ,  t hen  we  cou ld  use  the  bond.  4 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    The bond  wou ld  be  5 

ca l l ed  upon.   We 'd  have to  fund tha t  someho w.   We 6 

wou ldn ' t  have  any  cho ice .   No t  on l y  tha t ,  t hey  7 

cou ld  ac tua l l y ,  I  suppose i f  we d idn ' t  t ake  ca re  8 

o f  i t  immedia te l y ,  pu l l  money  ou t  o f  our  9 

accoun ts .   A l l  k inds  o f  nas ty  s tu f f  can  happ en .   10 

And we  rea l l y  don ' t  have  a  g rea t  dea l ,  as  m uch  as  11 

I  th ink  I ' ve  shown ove r  the  years ,  I  don ' t  l i ke  12 

to  bor row money .   Th is  i s  one  o f  t hose  case s  tha t  13 

I  th ink  tha t  maybe  we jus t  don ' t  have a  cho ice .   14 

Bu t  to  go  ahead  and au thor ize  i t  because  a  15 

j udgment  i s  a  j udgment  and  i t ' s  go t  to  be  p a id  16 

one way or  the  o ther  i f  i t  happens .   Th i s  i s  a  17 

no -cos t  way o f  j us t  hedg ing  ou r  bes t  f o r  th e  t ime 18 

be ing .  19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  20 

MacKenz ie  and  then  Leg is la to r  DeRigg i -Wh i t t on .  21 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    I 'm s o r ry .   I  22 

th ink  tha t  i t  wou ld  make  even  less  sense  to  pay  23 

th is  ou t  o f  ac tua l  cash funds  or  bond premi ums  24 

now because i t ' s  s t i l l  under  appea l .   I sn ' t  the  25 
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who le  po in t  o f  t h i s  to  s top  us  f rom pay ing  now,  2 

g i ve  us  an  oppor tun i ty  to  appea l ,  and in  th e  3 

even t  tha t  we ' re  success fu l  we  won ' t  pay  4 

any th ing .   So  why wou ld  we  pay  now i f  the  c ase  5 

i sn ' t  conc luded?   I 'm no t  su re  why  we wou ld  -  6 

we l l ,  I  th ink  tha t ' s  a lmos t  a  ques t i on .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Le t ' s  say  8 

th is .   I f  the  bond ing  is  app roved fo r  the  45  9 

m i l l ion  -  le t ' s  say ,  hopefu l l y  we can even c ome 10 

in  w i th  a  lesse r  verd i c t ,  maybe we  shou ld  a t  11 

l eas t  cons ide r  us ing  par t  o f  t he  l ega l  f und  to  12 

pay  fo r  a t  l eas t  par t  o f  i t  r a ther  than bon d ing  13 

the  fu l l  amount .   I f  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  use  i t  14 

fo r  any th ing  e l se ,  we shou ld  use  i t  fo r  th i s .  15 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Leg is la to r ,  can  I  j us t  16 

c la r i f y .   The  judgment  -  t he re  was  a  j u ry  17 

de te rm inat ion  and an  award  o f  $36 mi l l ion .   There  18 

i s  a lso  a t to rney 's  fees  on  top  o f  tha t  was 19 

awarded.   We ' re  up  to  $42 mi l l ion .   I f  we l ose  20 

the  appea l  i t ' s ,  a t  a  min imum,  $42  m i l l i on  p lus  21 

there  cou ld  be  add i t iona l  fees  i nc lud ing  th e  22 

a t to rneys '  f ees  tha t  were  incu r red  fo r  t he  23 

appea l .   So  why  we ' re  ask ing  fo r  45 ,  i t ' s  a n  24 

es t ima te  o f  t he  to ta l  amount .    25 
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 So  i t ' s  no t  -  i f  a l l  appea ls  a re  2 

exhaus ted  and  the  coun ty  u l t imate l y  has  to  pay ,  3 

the  f i na l  number  i s  go ing  to  be ,  a t  a  min im um,  42  4 

to  43  mi l l ion ,  upwards ,  based  on  our  es t ima tes ,  5 

o f  up  to  $45  mi l l i on .   So tha t ' s  why  you ' re  be ing  6 

asked fo r  45  mi l l i on .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I f  t hey ' re  8 

success fu l .  9 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  j us t  want  to  c la r i f y  10 

tha t  t he re 's  no  -  the  ve rd ic t  i s  t he  verd ic t .   11 

The number  i s  f i xed .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  when you 13 

appea l  t he  j udge  i s  no t  g i ven  the  op t i on  o f  14 

m i t i ga t i ng  the  award?  15 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Not  under  these  16 

c i rcumstances .   We ' re  e i ther  go ing  to  pay  z e ro  o r  17 

we ' re  go ing  to  pay  -  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Why is  19 

tha t?   I ' ve  neve r  heard  o f  t ha t .   Wa i t .   Yo u ' re  20 

e i ther  go ing  to  ge t  ze ro  o r  45  m i l l i on?  21 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    We ' re  e i the r  go ing  to  w in  22 

the  appea l  and -  because  the  o r ig ina l  c i v i l  t r ia l  23 

number  one ,  the re  was no  l iab i l i t y  f ound  ag a ins t  24 

the  coun ty  o r  t he  named de fendan ts .   So i f  -  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  100  Finance Committee – 6 - 27- 16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Jus t  as  long  as  you 2 

a re  comfor tab le  w i th  th i s  tha t ' s  f ine .  3 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Now we ' re  go ing  i n to  4 

execut ive  sess ion .  5 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Jus t  as  long  as  you 6 

a re  comfor tab le  w i th  con t inu ing .  7 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    R igh t .  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Bu t  I  wou ldn ’ t  9 

s t ray  too  fa r  i n to  any th ing  hav ing  to  do  w i th  the  10 

mer i ts .  11 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Sure .   That  i s  what  i s  on  12 

the  reco rd .   C iv i l  t r i a l  number  one,  j u ry  13 

ve rd ic t ,  no  l iab i l i t y  aga ins t  the  coun ty  wh o  a re  14 

de fendan ts .   Tha t  ve rd ic t ,  t he re  were  th ree  15 

de fendan ts ,  t he  ve rd ic t  was  se t  as ide  fo r  t wo o f  16 

them and  a  second c i v i l  t r ia l  was  orde red.   That  17 

second  c iv i l  t r i a l  resu l ted  i n  a  j u ry  award  o f  18 

$36 mi l l ion .   That  t r i a l  number  one and t r i a l  19 

number  two  a re  be ing  appea led .   We hope tha t  t he  20 

ve rd ic t  in  t r ia l  one ,  wh ich  says  no  l i ab i l i t y  21 

aga ins t  the  coun ty  and  no  l i ab i l i t y  aga ins t  the  22 

de fendan ts ,  s tands .   But  we don ' t  know the  23 

ou tcome o f  t ha t .   The Appe l l a te  Cour t  cou ld  say  24 

second  c iv i l  t r i a l  verd i c t  s tands ,  so  you h ave  to  25 
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pay  money.   Or  the re  cou ld  be  a  th i rd ,  wh ic h  i s  2 

they  cou ld  o rde r  a  comple te l y  new t r ia l  and  i t  3 

cou ld  be  a  comp le te l y  new amount ,  depend ing  on  4 

whethe r  o r  no t  -  wha t  the  ju r y  f inds .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  d id  we 6 

appea l  t he  damage end o f  t h i s  ve rd ic t?  7 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    We appea led  eve ry th ing  -  8 

damages -   9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  wha t  you 10 

sa id  be fore  abou t  i t  be ing  ze ro  or  45  is  ju s t  on  11 

the  l i ab i l i t y ,  bu t  t he  damages  i s  go ing  to  be  12 

a l so  heard  a t  some po in t ,  co r rec t?   Is  i t  13 

b i fu rca ted ,  bas i ca l l y ,  l i ke  we  have the  l ia b i l i t y  14 

and then  -  15 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I 'm  no t  sure .   I t ' s  16 

un l i ke ly  tha t  t hey  w i l l  reduce  i t .   I t  was  a  j u ry  17 

award ,  a  j u ry  f i nd ing  o f  l iab i l i t y  and  they  18 

de te rm ined  the  amoun t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Bu t  we ' re  20 

appea l ing  i t .  21 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  don ' t  know i f  we shou ld  22 

go  fu r ther  w i thout  go ing  i n to  execut ive  ses s ion .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Okay .   When 24 

answer ing  -  a re  we  appea l i ng  the  damages ,  th e  25 
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answer  i s?  2 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We a re .  4 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I f  we ' re  6 

appea l ing  i t ,  we ' re  no t  do ing  i t  f o r  no  rea son ,  7 

we ' re  do ing  i t  t o  see i f  we can ge t  reduced  8 

damages.  9 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I t ' s  un l i ke ly  tha t  they ' re  10 

go ing  to  reduce  the  damages.  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    L i s ten .   12 

I 'm no t  go ing  to  ask  you  to  su rm ise  what  a  j u ry  13 

i s  go ing  to  do  o r  a  judge,  ra the r .   I 'm sor ry ,  a  14 

j udge.   Why a re  we  appea l i ng  i f  i t ' s  un l i ke l y?  15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    The bo t tom l ine  is  16 

the  judge so  ordered  the  s t i pu la t i on  say ing  tha t  17 

$45 mi l l ion  i s  wha t  we  were  requ i red  to  au t hor ize  18 

i n  bond ing .  19 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .   Because  i f  20 

tha t ' s  uphe ld ,  t hen tha t ' s  wha t  we ' re  go ing  to  be  21 

requ i red  to  pay .  22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Jus t  a  ques t ion  fo r  23 

you.   Pe rsona l  i n ju ry  cases  when  they  go  up ,  i n  24 

the  s ta te  cou r t s  the  damages  can  be  reduced  by  25 
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the  cour ts .   I s  tha t  l i ke l y  i n  a  c iv i l  r igh ts  2 

case  tha t  the  Second  C i r cu i t  i s  go ing  to  lo ok  a t  3 

the  damages and  say ,  no ,  i t ' s  anothe r  number ?  4 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    You  a re  cor rec t  i n  your  5 

s ta temen t .  6 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  Bynoe ,  7 

d id  you have  someth ing  to  add?  8 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:    I  was  jus t  suggest ing  9 

tha t  maybe  we  go  in to  execut i ve  sess ion  bec ause I  10 

fe l t  l i ke  we  were  go ing  a  l i t t le  t oo  fa r  de ep.  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    We have  to  go  in to  12 

execut ive  sess ion  w i th  the  o ther  i tems  anyw ay,  so  13 

why don ' t  we  jus t  cont inue  th i s  in  execu t iv e  14 

sess ion .   Bu t  l e t  me  ca l l  the  o the r  i t ems f i rs t .  15 

 I t em 236-16,  a  reso lu t ion  au t hor iz ing  the  16 

coun ty  a t to rney  to  compromise  and se t t le  th e  17 

c la ims  o f  p la in t i f f ,  Ka th leen  McQuade,  as  s e t  18 

fo r th  in  an  ac t i on  en t i t led  Kathleen McQuade v. 19 

The County of Nassau .   Tha t  was 233.   I 'm s o r ry .  20 

 236 is  a  reso lu t ion  au thor iz ing  the  21 

coun ty  a t to rney  to  compromise  and se t t le  the  22 

c la ims  o f  p la in t i f f ,  M ichae l  B resnahan ,  as  se t  23 

fo r th  in  an  ac t i on  en t i t led  Michael Bresnahan v. 24 

The County of Nassau .   25 
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 I t em 240-16 is  a  reso lu t ion  a u thor iz ing  2 

the  coun ty  a t to rney  to  compromise  and se t t l e  the  3 

c la ims  o f  Dav id  Page ,  as  se t  f o r th  i n  an  ac t ion  4 

en t i t l ed  David Page v. The County of Nassau .  5 

 I  wou ld  ask  fo r  a  mo t ion  on  these four  6 

i t ems to  go  i n to  execu t i ve  sess ion .   I 'm  go ing  to  7 

ac tua l l y  back  up  a  second.   I  don ' t  know th a t  I  8 

pu t  those i t ems  be fo re  us .  9 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  12 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Kope l .  13 

 The i t ems are  on  the  tab le .   We have  a  14 

to ta l  o f  f ou r  i t ems on  the  tab le  now.    15 

 I  ask  fo r  a  mot ion  to  go  i n to  execut ive  16 

sess ion .  17 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    So  moved .  18 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  20 

MacKenz ie  moves  to  go  in to  execu t i ve  sess io n ,  21 

seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Walke r .  22 

 A l l  in  f avor  o f  execut ive  sess ion  s ign i f y  23 

by  say ing  aye .  24 

 (Aye . )  25 
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 Those opposed? 2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 We a re  i n  execu t ive  sess ion .  4 

 (Whereupon ,  the  F inance Commi t tee  5 

recessed  in to  execut ive  sess ion  a t  4 :36  p .m . )  6 

 (Whereupon ,  the  F inance Commi t tee  7 

reconvened  a t  5 :26  p .m. )  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I  ca l l  t he  F inance  9 

Commi t tee  back  to  o rde r .   We a re  ou t  o f  exec ut ive  10 

sess ion .   I  am go ing  to  ca l l  t h ree  o f  the  f our  11 

i t ems f i rs t .  12 

 233,  236 ,  and  240-2016 .   Any  fu r ther  13 

d i scuss ion?  14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   15 

 Pub l ic  comment?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 A l l  in  f avor  o f  those th ree  i t ems s ign i f y  18 

by  say ing  aye .  19 

 (Aye . )  20 

 That  car r i es  unan imous ly .  21 

 Now I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  I t em 239-2016.  22 

 Any  fu r the r  d iscuss ion  on  tha t  i tem?  23 

That 's  t he  one invo lv ing  the  $45  m i l l i on  in  24 

bonds.   Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -Wh i t ton .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  jus t  wan t  2 

a  c la r i f i ca t i on  f rom L isa  Locu r to .   I  under s tand  3 

tha t  t he  purpose  o f  the  bond  i s  p re t ty  much  jus t  4 

show good fa i th  and ho ld  o f f  wh i le  we appea l .   I s  5 

tha t  cor rec t?  6 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Have  we 8 

s ta r ted  the  appea l  p rocess  w i th  th is?  9 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .   The  appea ls  have 10 

been  f i l ed  and o ra l  a rgument  was  heard  Apr i l  11 

2016 ,  I  be l i eve  Apr i l  5 ,  2016 .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  we 13 

a l ready  appea led  th i s ,  bas ica l l y .  14 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    The  appea l  has  been  15 

b r ie fed  and the re  has  been  o ra l  a rgument .   The  16 

dec i s ion ,  we  are  s t i l l  awa i t i ng  dec i s ion  on  tha t  17 

appea l .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  we ' re  19 

wa i t ing  fo r  t he  dec i s ion .   I  t hought  when y ou 20 

f i rs t  came up  tha t  you  sa id  we  were  do ing  t h is  to  21 

p ro tec t  us  wh i l e  we were  go in g  to  appea l .  22 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes ,  tha t ' s  t rue .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Bu t  we 've  24 

a l ready  done  i t .  25 
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 MS.  LOCURTO:    We are  s t i l l  i n  t he  appea l  2 

p rocess .   We are  s t i l l  appea l i ng .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We ' re  4 

wa i t ing  fo r  the  dec i s ion .  5 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    And  now we ' re  wa i t i ng  fo r  6 

the  dec i s ion ,  yes .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  have  to  8 

be  hones t .   I  go t  a  comp le te l y  d i f fe ren t  9 

impress ion  f rom your  tes t imony  ear l i e r ,  jus t  10 

say ing  tha t  we were  go ing  to  do  th is  to  res e rve  11 

ou r  r i gh t  to  appea l .   I t  was  bas ica l l y ,  i t  was  my 12 

impress ion  tha t  we  hadn ' t  s ta r ted  the  proce ss  13 

ye t .   We  were  go ing  to  do  th i s  wh i le  we wen t  14 

th rough the  appea l  p rocess .  15 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I 'm  c la r i f y ing  now.   I  16 

hope  you  -  I ' ve  answered  you r  ques t i on ,  tha t  you  17 

unders tand  the  p rocess .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    The orde r  19 

tha t  we ta lked about ,  the  s t i pu la t ion ,  t ha t  was 20 

s igned  about  a  yea r  ago?  21 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    And you ' re  23 

go ing  to  p rov ide  us  w i th  a  copy  o f  t ha t?   O h ,  you 24 

have  i t .   Okay .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  108  Finance Committee – 6 - 27- 16 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  be l ieve  I  a l ready  sa id  2 

on  the  record  tha t  I  a l ready  p rov ided a  cop y  to  3 

your  counse l .   Bu t  I  can  p rov ide  i t  aga in .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I 'm so r ry .   5 

I  fo rgo t  t ha t  my  a t to rney  has  i t .   Bu t  i f  w e  6 

cou ld  jus t  ge t  t he  copy  o f  t he  communica t ion  tha t  7 

was d i scussed ,  as  fa r  as  request ing  the  bon d ing ,  8 

we  d iscussed  tha t  ins ide .  9 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes ,  Leg is la to r .   I  have 10 

your  request  f rom execut ive  sess ion  and we w i l l  11 

p rov ide  i t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We ' re  go ing  13 

to  need tha t  be fore  ou r  nex t  mee t ing .  14 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Before  the  Fu l l  vo te ,  15 

unders tood .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Wh ich  is  i n  17 

two weeks .  18 

 We ' re  go ing  to  ho ld  o f f  on  th i s  un t i l  we  19 

ge t  tha t  i n fo rma t ion .  20 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  21 

fo r  a  vo te  on  the  i t em.  22 

 A l l  in  f avor  s ign i fy  by  say in g  aye .  23 

 (Aye . )  24 

 Those opposed? 25 
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 (Nay . )  2 

 Passes  by  a  vo te  o f  four  to  th ree .  3 

 There  is  one  o ther  i tem o f  bus iness .   4 

There  was an  i t em tha t  was  tab led  in  the  la s t  5 

F inance Commi t tee .    6 

 I t em 197-2016,  a  reso lu t ion  t o  au tho r i ze  7 

the  t rans fer  o f  approp r ia t ions  here to fore  m ade  8 

w i th in  the  budge t  o f  t he  yea r  2016 .  9 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE :    So  moved .  10 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  12 

MacKenz ie ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Wa lker .  13 

 The i t em i s  be fo re  the  commi t tee .   I 'm  14 

so r ry .   That  was  a  mot ion  to  un tab le .   So w e  have 15 

a  mo t ion  to  un tab le .  16 

 A l l  in  f avor  o f  un tab l ing  th i s  i tem 17 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  18 

 (Aye . )  19 

 Those opposed? 20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 I t  car r i es  unan imous ly .   I t ' s  now be fo re  22 

the  commi t tee  aga in .  23 

 Ms .  D 'A leva .  24 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    H i .   I tem 197  is  a  boa rd  25 
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t rans fer  f rom f r inge  benef i t s  and assessmen t  to  2 

o the r  depar tmen ts ,  var ious  depar tmen ts .  3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  ques t ions  on  4 

th is  i tem?  Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -Whi t ton .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Roseanne ,  6 

how is  the re  so  much  ava i l ab le  funds  i n  the  7 

assessment  admin is t ra t ion  sa la r i es?   Do you  know 8 

what  caused tha t  ava i l ab i l i t y?  9 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    There  are  11  vacanc ies  10 

there .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    E leven  12 

vacanc ies  in  the  assessmen t .  13 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    Yeah .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Do  you  have 15 

a  l i s t  o f  the  t i t l es  tha t  a re  vacant?  16 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    I  can  ge t  tha t  f o r  you .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    How many  18 

a re  to ta l  -  how many  in  p lace  do  we have  in  the  19 

assessment  o f f i ce?  20 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    A  l i t t le  ove r  100.  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  we ' re  22 

down  about  ten  percent .  23 

 W i th  the  -  where  we ' re  t rans fe r r ing  to ,  24 

why is  the re  a  need to  pu t  add i t iona l  funds  in  25 
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there?   Were  the re  sa la ry  inc reases ,  o r?  2 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    We l l ,  p redominan t l y  in  3 

assessment ,  ac tua l l y  i t ' s  jus t  go ing  f rom -  4 

they ' re  fund ing  the i r  own sho r t fa l l .   There  were  5 

i ssues  w i th  the i r  genera l  expenses  because o f  6 

ma i l ings  tha t  were  no t  con temp la ted  in  the  7 

o r ig ina l  budget .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    The 9 

ma i l ings  f rom the  assessment  o f f i ce ,  i s  tha t  wha t  10 

you ' re  ta l k ing  about?  11 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    Yes .   There  were  two  new 12 

p rog rams ,  the  DAF fund  and  a l so  the  income and  13 

expense.   The re  were  a  coup le  o f  ma i l i ngs  t ha t  14 

were  no t  p red ica ted  in  the  budge t .   So ,  15 

there fore ,  t here  was  a  sho r t fa l l  i n  the  gen era l  16 

se rv ices  l ine  wh ich  they  a re  fund ing  w i th in  the i r  17 

own depar tmen t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Okay .   So 19 

do  you  know o f fhand i f  any  o f  these increas es  20 

tha t  a re  needed  are  caused  by  ra ises?  21 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    I  be l i eve  the  pub l ic  22 

admin i s t ra to r .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    The pub l ic  24 

admin i s t ra to r .   The 35 ,000  wou ld  be  due to  a  25 
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ra ise?  2 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    I  be l i eve  so ,  yes .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    As  fa r  as  -  4 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    And I  be l i eve  there  was a  5 

p romot ion  in  pu rchas ing  as  we l l .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Fo r  the  7 

30 ,000?  8 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    Yeah .   And  the re  was  a lso  9 

-  10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    These are  11 

a l l  ra ises .  12 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    No ,  they  a re  no t  a l l  13 

ra ises .   A lso ,  i n  pu rchas ing  the re  was  a  14 

te rm inat ion  so  tha t ' s  te rm ina l  l eave  fund in g  tha t  15 

was a l so  no t  p red ica ted  in  the  budge t  and t he  16 

pe rson  le f t  a t  t he  end  o f  Dec ember .    17 

 The increase  fo r  t he  pub l i c  admin i s t ra to r  18 

i s  f o r  t he  admin is t ra to r  h imse l f .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Wa i t .   20 

Le t ' s  go  back .   So  the  pub l i c  admin i s t ra to r ,  t ha t  21 

35 ,000  i s  no t  a  ra ise?  22 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    That  was  a  ra i se .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Okay .   So 24 

tha t ' s  a  ra i se .   You  jus t  sa id  no .  25 
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 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    I  mean t  fo r  pu rchas ing .   2 

Purchas ing  was a  te rmina l  leave.  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  th i s  one 4 

i s  a  ra i se  fo r  t he  $35 ,000 .   The  one  fo r  th e  5 

se rv ice  pu rchas ing  i s  a l so  a  $30 ,000  ra i se?  6 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    No .   Tha t  was  fo r  7 

te rm ina l  l eave.   I  m isspoke be fo re .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    That 's  f o r  9 

te rm ina l  l eave.   Okay .   So  tha t ' s  fo r  leav i ng  10 

a l so .  11 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    No .   I t  was  te rm ina l  12 

l eave.   I t  was  a  te rmina l  leave paymen t .   W hen  13 

someone leaves  and  they  have  t ime accrued o n  the  14 

books ,  we pay  them.   No,  no t  i f  they  weren ' t  15 

p red ica ted  to  have  le f t  be fo re  the  budge t  w as pu t  16 

toge ther .   So  the  pe rson  dec ided  to  leave i n  17 

December .   The budge t  was a l ready  vo ted  on  and  18 

adop ted.   The re fore ,  t ha t  paymen t ,  t ha t  one - th i rd  19 

paymen t  goes  ou t  i n  January  and we  have to  fund 20 

tha t  i f  they  leave  p r io r  t o  the  c lose  o f  th e  21 

year .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:     So  what  23 

abou t  the  Of f i ce  o f  the  Cons t i tuen t  A f fa i rs ?   Is  24 

tha t  a  ra i se  or  i s  t ha t  a  te rm inat ion  pay? 25 
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 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    I ' d  have  to  check  on  2 

tha t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can we  4 

tab le  th is  un t i l  we ge t  tha t  i n fo rma t ion .  5 

 I  make  a  mot ion .  6 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:    Second i t .  7 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    Cons t i tuen t  a f fa i r s  was 8 

ac tua l l y  par t  t imers .  9 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    There  i s  a  mot ion  10 

to  tab le  on  the  f l oo r .  11 

 A l l  in  f avor  o f  the  mo t ion  s ign i fy  by  12 

say ing  aye .  13 

 (Aye . )  14 

 Those opposed? 15 

 (Nay . )  16 

 Go  ahead .   You were  say ing ,  cons t i tuen t  17 

a f fa i r s .  18 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    Cons t i tuen t  a f fa i r s  were  19 

add i t i ona l  pa r t  t imers .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Roseanne ,  21 

i f  you  cou ld  g i ve  us  a  b reakdown one  more  t ime  22 

be fo re  our  nex t  meet ing ,  Fu l l  Leg.   I  under s tand  23 

tha t  i t ' s  a l l  sa la ry ,  p re t ty  much.  24 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    R igh t .   C i v i l  Se rv ice  was 25 
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because a  gran t  fe l l  t h rough .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I f  you  3 

cou ld  jus t  b reak  i t  down  fo r  us ,  i t  wou ld  j us t  -  4 

I  know i t ' s  i tem ized  here ,  bu t  j us t  i t em ize d  as  5 

to  why ,  tha t  wou ld  he lp .  6 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    Okay .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Thanks .  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I f  you  cou ld  9 

p rov ide  tha t  to  bo th  caucuses  we  wou ld  appr ec ia te  10 

tha t .  11 

 MS.  D 'ALLEVA:    Abso lu te ly .  12 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  o the r  13 

d i scuss ion  on  th is  i tem? 14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )  15 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )  17 

 A l l  in  f avor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  18 

 (Aye . )  19 

 Those opposed? 20 

 (Nay . )  21 

 I t  passes  by  a  vo te  o f  f ou r  to  th ree .  22 

 Mo t ion  to  ad jou rn?  23 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  24 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Mo t ion  by  2 

Leg is la to r  Wa lke r ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  K ope l .  3 

 A l l  in  f avor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  4 

 (Aye . )  5 

 The commi t tee  i s  ad jou rned .  6 

 (Whereupon ,  the  F inance Commi t tee  7 

ad journed a t  5 :37  p .m. )  8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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 C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  5 th  day  o f  Ju l y ,  20 16.  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 


