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 CHAIRWOMAN SCHAEFER:    I  ca l l  the  2 

P lann ing ,  Deve lopmen t  and Env i ronmen t  Commi t tee  3 

to  o rder .   I ' l l  have  the  c le rk  ca l l  the  ro l l ,  4 

p lease .  5 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Thank you.  6 

 Leg is la to r  Laura  Cur ran?  7 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:    Here .  8 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  Car r i e  9 

So lages?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Rank ing  Member  Judy  12 

Jacobs?  13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Here .  14 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  S teve  15 

Rhoads?  16 

 LEGISLATOR RHOADS:    P resent .  17 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Leg is la to r  Den ise  Fo rd?  18 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Here .  19 

 CLERK PULITZER:    V i ce  Cha i rman Denn is  20 

Dunne?  21 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Here .  22 

 CLERK PULITZER:    Cha i rwoman Laura  23 

Schaefer?  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN SCHAEFER:    Here .  25 
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 CLERK PULITZER:    We have a  quorum.  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN SCHAEFER:    P lease  no te  tha t  3 

Leg is la to r  So lages  i s  p resen t .   We  have a  q uorum.  4 

 We have two i tems on  the  agenda today .   5 

The f i rs t  i t em i s  C lerk  I t em 172-16,  a  reso lu t ion  6 

to  au tho r i ze  the  re lease  o f  t he  su re ty  bond  and 7 

escrow depos i t  cover ing  improvemen ts  on  the  "Map  8 

o f  Ocean  Watch  a t  Freepor t " ,  s i t ua ted  in  9 

F reepor t ,  Town o f  Hempstead,  County  o f  Nassa u,  10 

New York .  11 

 Can I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 12 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  13 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Second.  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN SCHAEFER:    Mot ion  by  15 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Fo rd .  16 

 I s  t he re  anyone  to  speak  on  th is  i tem? 17 

 MR.  KATZ:    Mar t in  Katz ,  Depa r tmen t  o f  18 

Pub l ic  Works ,  D iv i s ion  o f  P lann ing .  19 

 The app l ican t ,  Ocean  Watch  Rea l t y ,  i s  20 

reques t ing  the  re lease  o f  a  su re ty  bond in  the  21 

amount  o f  $463,899 .78  fo r  the  f i na l  subd iv i s ion  22 

map o f  Ocean  Watch  a t  Freepor t ,  wh ich  is  a  61-23 

un i t  condo  deve lopment  tha t  w as approved  by  the  24 

P lann ing  Commiss ion  a  few years  back .  25 
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 P rev ious ly ,  t he  P lann ing  Commiss ion  2 

approved  a  reduc t i on  o f  bond  to  sa id  amount  fo r  3 

those pub l ic  improvements  tha t  were  deemed to  be  4 

100 pe rcen t  comp le te  -  t ha t  i nc luded  g rad in g ,  5 

pav ing ,  s to rm d ra ins ,  ca tch  bas ins ,  d ry  we l l s ,  6 

p lan t i ng  screen ,  s t ree t  l i gh t i ng  and  fenc in g .   7 

The app l ican t ,  A -21-2015 ,  submi t ted  an  8 

app l ica t ion  fo r  the  re lease o f  t he  remain in g  bond 9 

i n  the  amoun t  o f  $463,899.78  and  cash escro w in  10 

the  amount  o f  $53,096.78 .    11 

 A  f i na l  inspec t i on  o f  a l l  pub l i c  12 

improvemen ts  were  made  in  December  2015 by  DPW 13 

Ch ie f  Inspec tor ,  subd iv i s ion  i nspec tor .   Sa id  14 

i nspec to r  de term ined  tha t  a l l  rema in ing  pub l ic  15 

improvemen ts  had  been comp le ted  sa t i s fac tor i l y ,  16 

i n  a  sa t is fac to ry  manner  up  to  county  specs .   A t  17 

a  P lann ing  Commiss ion  hear ing  on  1 /20 /2016 i t  18 

came to  l i gh t  t ha t  one  o f  the  res ident ia l  19 

bu i l d ings  tha t  i s  to  con ta in  severa l  un i ts  had  20 

ye t  to  be  comple ted .   The case  was  ad jou rne d  to  21 

2 /25 /2016.   The  P lann ing  Commiss ion ,  a t  i t s  22 

meet ing  on  2 /25 /2016  ind ica ted  tha t  i t  wou l d  23 

recommend re lease o f  t he  bond  in  the  amount  o f  24 

$463 ,899 .78 ,  bu t  t ha t  i t  wou ld  ho ld  the  cas h  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  7 Planning, Development & Environment Committee – 5-9 -16 

escrow in  the  amount  o f  $53,096.78  to  cover  any  2 

damages tha t  may  occur  dur ing  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  3 

the  f i na l  remain ing  bu i l d ing ,  to  roadway ,  4 

s idewa lks ,  ap rons .   The a t to rney  fo r  t he  5 

app l ican t  ag reed  to  th is .  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN SCHAEFER:    Thank  you .  7 

 Leg is la to r  Fo rd  has  a  ques t ion .  8 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you .   D id  they  9 

i nd i ca te  dur ing  the  hear ing  a t  t he  P lann ing  10 

Commiss ion  what  the  ha rdsh ip  was  caused by?  11 

 MR.  KATZ:    The  company is  ho ld ing  the  12 

bond  and  they  a re  pay ing  a  p remium,  wh ich  i s  13 

someth ing  l i ke  $20 ,000  a  mon th  to  ho ld  the  bond,  14 

so  tha t ' s  the  f i nanc ia l  ha rdsh ip .   I t  seems  l i ke  15 

a  lo t ,  bu t  t ha t  was conf i rmed  by  the  a t to rn ey  fo r  16 

the  app l ican t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    The  un i ts  tha t  have  18 

been  comple ted ,  a re  they  ready  fo r  occupanc y?  19 

 MR.  KATZ:    Yes .   Severa l  a re  occup ied  20 

and they  a re  ready  fo r  occupancy .   I t ' s  jus t  t h i s  21 

one rema in ing  bu i l d ing  to  be  comple ted .   Th e  22 

founda t ion  has  been la id .   U t i l i t y  hookups h ave 23 

been  imp lemen ted .   They  have  to  t raverse  ce r ta in  24 

pub l ic  improvements  tha t  p robab ly  won ' t  ge t  25 
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damaged bu t  may  ge t  damaged so  the  agreemen t  2 

wants  to  ho ld  the  escrow in  the  even t  tha t  any  3 

damage  d id  occu r .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Which  wou ld  cover  j us t  5 

i n  case -  6 

 MR.  KATZ:    R igh t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So tha t  we  have  8 

su f f i c ien t  resources  to  cove r  every th ing .  9 

 MR.  KATZ:    Yes .  10 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So the  founda t ion  has  11 

been  poured,  the  u t i l i t i es  a re  i n  p lace ,  bu t  t he  12 

l as t  bu i ld ing  has  no t  techn ica l l y  been  bu i l t ,  the  13 

ou ts ide  has  no t  been  cons t ruc ted ,  r i gh t?  14 

 MR.  KATZ:    Wha t  I  l as t  heard ,  i t  hasn ' t  15 

been  and  I  haven ' t  been to ld  o therw ise  a t  t h is  16 

po in t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   Bu t  d id  they  18 

an t i c ipa te  to  cont inue  w i th  the  cons t ruc t io n?  19 

 MR.  KATZ:    Yes ,  t hey  do .  I  don ' t  have  a  20 

t ime f rame a t  th i s  po in t  in  t ime.   I t ' s  t he  season 21 

to  bu i ld  and  cons t ruc t  so  I  assume,  you kno w.  22 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Do you fee l  t he  53 ,000 23 

he ld  i n  escrow wou ld  tha t  be  su f f i c i en t  to  cover  24 

any th ing?  25 
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 MR.  KATZ:    Acco rd ing  to  the  ch ie f  2 

bu i l d ing  i nspec tor  f rom DPW who d id  inspec t  th is ,  3 

he  sa id  tha t  wou ld  be  more  than su f f i c ien t  t o  4 

cove r  any  poss ib le  damage du r ing  cons t ruc t i on .  5 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Per fec t .   Thank  you  6 

ve ry  much.  7 

 MR.  KATZ:    Thanks .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN SCHAEFER:    Any  o ther  9 

l eg i s la to rs  have  any  ques t ions?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 Any  pub l ic  comment  on  th is  i t em? 12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 There  be ing  none ;  a l l  those in  favor  14 

p lease  say  aye.  15 

 (Aye . )  16 

 Any  aga ins t?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 The ayes  have i t .  19 

 We ' re  on  to  the  second  i tem,  wh ich  i s  20 

C lerk  I t em 173-16,  a  reso lu t i on  to  au tho r ize  the  21 

re lease o f  t he  sure ty  bond  and  esc row depos i t  22 

cove r ing  improvements  on  the  "Map o f  Ava lon  a t  23 

Garden  C i t y " ,  s i tua ted  i n  Un ionda le ,  Town o f  24 

Hempstead,  Coun ty  o f  Nassau,  New York .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  2 

 LEGISLATOR RHOADS:    Second.  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN SCHAEFER:    Moved  by  4 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Rh oads.  5 

 Mr .  Ka tz ,  a re  you speak ing  on  th is  as  6 

we l l ?  7 

 MR.  KATZ:    Yes ,  I  am.  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN SCHAEFER:    Okay .  9 

 MR.  KATZ:    The  P lann ing  Commiss ion  10 

approved  the  f i na l  map  o f  Ava lon  a t  Garden C i t y  11 

i n  October  o f  2007 .   A t  i t s  hear ing  on  12 

11 /12 /2015 ,  the  P lann ing  Commiss ion  recomme nded 13 

re lease o f  t he  sure ty  bond  in  the  amount  o f  14 

$1 ,175 ,303  and a  cash escrow in  the  amount  o f  15 

$30,411.43  based  on a  f i na l  i nspec t i on  o f  a l l  16 

bonded  pub l i c  improvemen ts  made by  the  Nass au 17 

Coun ty  Depar tmen t  o f  Pub l i c  Works  ch ie f  18 

subd iv is ion  i nspec to r  who ce r t i f ied  tha t  a l l  19 

pub l ic  improvements  were  cons t ruc ted  i n  suc h  a  20 

manner ,  tha t  manner  exceeded app l i cab le  code s,  21 

spec i f i ca t ions  and  s tandards .   Subsequen t ly ,  t he  22 

l eg i s la tu re  and  coun ty  execu t i ve  approved t he  23 

re lease o f  bond  and sa id  esc row in  the  amou n ts  as  24 

s ta ted  above .   I t  was  la te r  de te rm ined  tha t  the  25 
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app l ican t  p rov ided  the  wrong  esc row amount  o n  i t s  2 

bond  esc row re lease app l ica t i on  to  the  P lan n ing  3 

Commiss ion .   The  cor rec t  amoun t  i s  $38 ,411. 43 ,  4 

tha t  was  ver i f i ed  by  the  t reasurer  and  the  amoun t  5 

as  depos i ted  w i th  the  coun ty .   So i t ' s  j us t  a  6 

co r rec t i on  to  someth ing  tha t  was  approved.  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN SCHAEFER:    I  see .   Thank  you .  8 

 Any  ques t ions  f rom the  l eg is la to rs?  9 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   10 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 There  be ing  none ;  a l l  those in  favor  13 

p lease  say  aye.  14 

 (Aye . )  15 

 Any  opposed?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 The ayes  have  i t .  18 

 MR.  KATZ:    Thank you.  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN SCHAEFER:    Thank  you  very  20 

much .  21 

 Mo t ion  to  ad jou rn  P lann ing?  22 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So moved.  23 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Second.  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN SCHAEFER:    So moved by  25 
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Leg is la to r  Fo rd ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Dun ne.   2 

 We a re  ad jou rned .  3 

  (Whereupon ,  the  P lann ing ,  Deve lopmen t  and 4 

the  Env i ronment  Commi t tee  is  ad jou rned  a t  3 :05  5 

p .m. )   6 
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 C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  24 th  day  o f  May,  20 16.  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 


