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Legislature is committed to making its public meetings accessible to 
individuals with disabilities and every reasonable accommodation will be 
made so that they can participate. Please contact the Office of the Clerk of 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   I call the Finance 2 

Committee to order. I ask the Clerk to call the 3 

roll, please.  4 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Thank you, Mr. 5 

Chairman. 6 

 Legislator Siela A. Bynoe? 7 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Here. 8 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Laura 9 

Curran? 10 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Here. 11 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Ranking Member Delia 12 

DeRiggi-Whitton? 13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Here. 14 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Donald 15 

MacKenzie? 16 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE:   Here. 17 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Rose Marie 18 

Walker? 19 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   Here. 20 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Vice Chairman Vincent 21 

Muscarella? 22 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   Here. 23 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Chairman Richard 24 

Nicolello? 25 
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 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Here.  Thank you.  2 

We have a quorum. 3 

 The first two items I'm going to hold; 4 

I'm going to call for executive session after we 5 

call the rest of the items.  I think we're going 6 

to invite all of the legislators who want to 7 

attend to that executive session. 8 

 Starting with 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 9 

108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 10 

118, and 119-2016 - these are resolutions to 11 

authorize the transfer of appropriations 12 

heretofore made within the budget for the year 13 

2016; ordinance supplemental to the annual 14 

appropriation ordinance in connection with the 15 

Department of Health, Medical Examiner, Traffic 16 

Safety Board, District Attorney's office, and 17 

Department of Information Technology. 18 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   So moved. 19 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   Second. 20 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Moved by Legislator 21 

Muscarella, seconded by Legislator Walker. 22 

 All these items went through committee 23 

before.  I just ask that the - most of them went 24 

through committee - I just ask that the minutes 25 
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be incorporated by reference. 2 

 (Whereupon, the following is the minutes 3 

of the April 11, 2016 Health Committee pertaining 4 

to Clerk Items 105, 106, 107, 109, 110, 113, 114, 5 

117, and 118-16.) 6 

 Clerk Item Number 104-16, Number 105-16, 7 

Number 106-16, Number 107-16, Number 109-16, 8 

Number 110-16, Number 113-16, Number 114-16, 9 

Number 117-16, and Number 118-16.  They are all 10 

ordinances supplemental to the annual 11 

appropriation ordinance in connection the 12 

Department of Health. 13 

 May I have a motion, please? 14 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   So moved. 15 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:   Second. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Moved by Legislator 17 

Schaefer, seconded by Legislator Gaylor. 18 

 And we have Ms. Mary Ellen Laurain here. 19 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Good afternoon.  Mary Ellen 20 

Laurain, Department of Health. 21 

 Item 104-16 is a supplemental 22 

appropriation in the amount of $300,000.  This is 23 

for the immunization action plan.  This is 100 24 

percent funded through New York State Department 25 
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of Health, and the mission is to prevent vaccine 2 

preventable diseases. 3 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions from 4 

the legislators? 5 

 (No verbal response.)  6 

 Any public comment? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 Number 105. 9 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Number 105-16 is a 10 

supplemental appropriation for the bathing beach 11 

water quality monitoring and notification 12 

program. This is in the amount of $55,355.  This 13 

allows us to conduct beach water quality 14 

monitoring from May through Labor Day. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any comments or 16 

questions from the Legislators? 17 

 (No verbal response.)  18 

 I can't wait to think about beach 19 

weather. 20 

 MS. LAURAIN:   You'll be getting all of 21 

the notifications from me, hopefully not too 22 

many. 23 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any public comment? 24 

 (No verbal response.)  25 
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 Okay.  Number 106. 2 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Item 106-16 is a 3 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 4 

$15,238. This is for the sexually transmitted 5 

disease intervention services.  This is an 6 

additional COLA award and is funded through New 7 

York State Department of Health.  The mission is 8 

to prevent the spread of sexually transmitted 9 

diseases. 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 11 

comments from the legislators? 12 

 (No verbal response.)  13 

 Any public comment? 14 

 (No verbal response.)  15 

 Clerk Item 107. 16 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Item 107-16 is a 17 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 18 

$523,600.  This is for the tuberculosis public 19 

health campaign.  This is 100 percent funded 20 

through New York State Department of Health.  21 

This is for comprehensive services to prevent the 22 

spread of tuberculosis in Nassau County. 23 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 24 

comments from the legislators? 25 
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 (No verbal response.)  2 

 Any public comment? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 Clerk Item 109-16. 5 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 109-16 is a 6 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 7 

$155,000.  This is for HIV expanded services 8 

grant, also funded through New York State 9 

Department of Health.  This grant helps those 10 

infected with HIV/AIDS who may not be receiving 11 

medical care. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 13 

comments from the legislators? 14 

 (No verbal response.)  15 

 Any public comment? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 Clerk Item 110. 18 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Item 110-16 is a 19 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 20 

$145,955.  This is for drinking water enhancement 21 

program.  This is funded through New York State 22 

Department of Health.  This ensures the safety of 23 

the 46 water districts in Nassau County. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 25 
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comments from the legislators?  Legislator 2 

DeRiggi-Whitton. 3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I'm just 4 

curious.  With this and with 105, do you have a 5 

regular schedule that you check the beaches and 6 

you check with the water districts?  Is it 7 

monthly or? 8 

 MS. LAURAIN:  105 is the beach monitoring 9 

program. 10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Yeah. 11 

 MS. LAURAIN:  We begin that program, 12 

actually I said May but it's actually April we 13 

begin our surveys.  It's for every permitted 14 

beach in Nassau County.   15 

 The ocean beaches are a little less 16 

because of the amount of water and the volume.  17 

The north shore beaches, we're up there a few 18 

times a week and after heavy rain it may even be 19 

more frequent.  After a half inch of rain we will 20 

advise the beaches that they may not want to 21 

open. 22 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   So it's 23 

safe to say the beaches on the north shore are 24 

checked once at week, at least. 25 
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 MS. LAURAIN:   More than once a week.  I 2 

would say, at a minimum, twice a week. 3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay.  And 4 

as far as the water districts go, do we have a 5 

regular schedule with checking the water? 6 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The water districts, we 7 

analyze and review over 200,000 to 300,000 8 

reports annually.  The water districts provide 9 

their own sampling and they must submit it to the 10 

Department of Health for analysis, and then, in 11 

addition, we conduct our own surveillance samples 12 

throughout each district. 13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Do you do 14 

that in a separate lab? 15 

 MS. LAURAIN:  We do that - the water 16 

districts use their own labs, and then we do our 17 

own in our laboratory. 18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay.  19 

Thank you. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any public comment?  21 

Ms. Mereday. 22 

 MS. MEREDAY:   Thank you.  Just in 23 

reference to the drinking water enhancement, in 24 

light of the activities taking place in Flint, 25 
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Michigan, Pennsylvania, Newark, etcetera, and the 2 

fact that we have the issue in Bethpage with the 3 

Grumman plume.  Where can someone get maybe the 4 

information or if there is some type of alert 5 

that the public needs to be aware of ahead of 6 

time.  How has your operation changed in light of 7 

the water crisis that's taking place nationwide? 8 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The water district is 9 

required to immediately provide notification to 10 

their constituents should there be any concern 11 

with the water, whether it be an e-coli or some 12 

type of bacteria.  They are required to do 13 

immediate notification.  And we are very 14 

fortunate that we have not had to do that in a 15 

while.  I've been with the department 26 years, 16 

and I can only remember a few times having to do 17 

that, fortunately. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   I know the water 19 

districts will even notify us if, for some 20 

reason, say they're flushing the hydrants or 21 

whatever and it could cause the water to be 22 

discolored.  They notify you even for that.  I 23 

know they're very, very good about keeping the 24 

residents informed. 25 
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 MS. LAURAIN:   And the spring is when 2 

they do flush because in the winter the water 3 

volume is not as much water is used.  Also, all 4 

the water districts are required to provide an 5 

annual drinking water survey to their 6 

constituents; that usually goes out I believe in 7 

May.  I believe it goes out with the water bill. 8 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Legislator Bynoe. 9 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Thank you, 10 

Chairwoman. 11 

 I have questions along the lines of the 12 

testing and notification to community as well. 13 

 Are the water districts required to 14 

provide you a copy of their notification to 15 

community when there is an issue? 16 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Yes. 17 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I guess my concern is 18 

that -- 19 

 MS. LAURAIN:   To the Department of 20 

Health? 21 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Yes. 22 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Yes. 23 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  My concern is 24 

that out in Lakeview, Malvern, Lynbrook there has 25 
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been an ongoing problem regarding iron in the 2 

water and a severe discoloration, quite frankly.  3 

While the Department of Health has stated that 4 

the water is of good quality and can be consumed 5 

and be used by those residents, it's alarming.  6 

It has a significant quality of life issue.  7 

People will not drink that water.  They are, in 8 

fact, going out to buy water to do everything 9 

under the sun, except, obviously, to wash their 10 

clothes because there is no way to add water to 11 

your machine in that way.  But their tiles, their 12 

bathroom fixtures are becoming discolored.  The 13 

expense of spending the money to buy water.  14 

Quite frankly, they're bathing in this water and 15 

they don't feel comfortable. 16 

 I've been in contact with American Water.  17 

I've had a meeting in my community regarding this 18 

issue.  I want to know, number one, why American 19 

Water had not actually reached out to the 20 

community.  If you have proof that they have, I'd 21 

like to have a copy of it. 22 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Iron is not something that 23 

would require that notification.  Iron, while 24 

it's an aesthetic issue, it doesn't pose a health 25 
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concern so that wouldn't be a requirement of the 2 

water.  But the water is safe to drink.  I can 3 

tell you it's much more regulated, highly 4 

regulated.  I drink the water.  Personally, the 5 

bottled water is not regulated the way our tap 6 

water is. 7 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   So you're drinking 8 

the discolored water? 9 

 MS. LAURAIN:  I have.  I drink my tap 10 

water.  I know it's an aesthetic issue for 11 

people.  I agree with them that they shouldn't 12 

have to have discolored water.  I know the water 13 

district is installing an iron filtration system 14 

which should alleviate that.  15 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   That's a good point. 16 

I'm understanding that even for the water that's 17 

been provided to the community in Lakeview that 18 

they are waiting, I guess, an approval from the 19 

Department of Health so for a water filtration 20 

system that they are going to have. 21 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The Department of Health I 22 

believe approved that system in January; I'd have 23 

to get -- I think you spoke to Mr. Irwin, who is 24 

the Director of Environmental Health. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I believe I did.  And 2 

I received an update from American Water as late 3 

as Friday saying that American Water was waiting 4 

for the Department of Health to make an approval 5 

and they were hopeful that it would arrive by 6 

April 15. 7 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Let me just see if I have 8 

the email of when that was approved. 9 

 The construction of the additional 10 

filters in the Lakeview communities was approved 11 

by the Department of Health January 16, 2016. 12 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Give me one second, 13 

if you wouldn't mind. 14 

 MS. LAURAIN:   But I can certainly have 15 

you speak to Mr. Irwin again about that. 16 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I think that would 17 

probably be best.  I know it's not just the 18 

Lakeview community.  While I'm advocating for 19 

Lakeview in particular, it is -- there are other 20 

areas that are actually affected by this.  I 21 

think the real resolve is to replace the mains, 22 

from what I'm understanding. 23 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Iron is naturally 24 

occurring in the environment.  I want to say it's 25 
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probably ubiquitous in the environment.  You see 2 

it more on the south shore because of the way 3 

Long Island is composed.  You see it much more on 4 

the south shore than you do on the north shore. 5 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   And just for 6 

reference, so that when Mr. Irwin calls, it's 7 

Plant Number 2 and it's the potable iron removal 8 

treatment plant. 9 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The potable water, it is 10 

called - 11 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   And it's awaiting 12 

approval.  That's what's supposed to give some 13 

relief to those families. 14 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Yes.  It will filter it 15 

out.  I know there are other water districts also 16 

installing.   17 

 I spoke to Mr. Irwin this morning about 18 

it, and he did tell me that it was approved on 19 

January 16.  So I will speak to him again, 20 

tomorrow, and have him give you a call. 21 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  Thank you. 22 

 MS. LAURAIN:   You're welcome. 23 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any other 24 

legislators? 25 
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 (No verbal response.)  2 

 Any other public comment? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 I believe that was 110. 5 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Yes, 110. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Clerk Item 113-16. 7 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Clerk Item 113-16 is a 8 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 9 

$23,764 for the Adolescent Tobacco Use Prevention 10 

Act.  This is New York State Department of Health 11 

grant funded.  This is an additional COLA award.  12 

Total funding after this award is $320,068.  This 13 

program allows us to conduct certification checks 14 

to tobacco retailers in the county and complies 15 

with the Tobacco 18 Law. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 17 

comments from the legislators? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 Any public comment?  Ms. Mereday. 20 

 MS. MEREDAY:   I would just want to know 21 

what else is being done.  I wouldn't want to have 22 

to do a research study, but it is clear that 23 

there is a growth in the percentage of young 24 

people who are smoking cigarettes.  I don't know 25 
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if just checking to see who is buying them at the 2 

stores or 7-11 is enough.  I'm just asking is 3 

there something else tied to this program or is 4 

this specifically for this particular aspect? 5 

 MS. LAURAIN:   State grant funds only 6 

allow us to do certain.  Of course, when we go 7 

out and do education, we are health care 8 

providers so we discourage smoking among anybody.   9 

We do have a 96 percent compliance rate.  We 10 

sting all the retailers in the county using 16, 11 

17 year olds. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any other comments? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 Clerk Item 114-16. 15 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 114-16 is a 16 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 17 

$18,784.  This is for our rabies programs.  This 18 

is New York State Department of Health funded, 19 

and this objective, primary objective is to 20 

prevent the spread of rabies in Nassau County. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 22 

comments from the legislators? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 Any public comment? 25 
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 (No verbal response.)  2 

 I just would like to take a minute and 3 

thank you for the information, notifying myself 4 

and Legislator Schaefer right away in regards to 5 

- I'm sure that many of you saw that there was a 6 

rabid raccoon in the Hicksville community. 7 

 MS. LAURAIN:  I could add to that.  Since 8 

that notification, I believe it was last month 9 

sometime, we have enhanced our surveillance in a 10 

radius of where that animal was found, and we 11 

probably submitted 40 specimens or so to New York 12 

State Department of Health, and thus far all have 13 

been negative.  We're hoping that continues. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Thank you. 15 

 Clerk Item 117-16. 16 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 117-16 is a 17 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 18 

$16,751.  This is for the lead poisoning 19 

prevention grant.  This is a COLA award.  Total 20 

funding after this award is $215,176.  This is 21 

grant funded through New York State Department of 22 

Health.  It is to reduce the prevalence of blood 23 

lead levels in children. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 25 
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comments from the legislators? 2 

 (No verbal response.)  3 

 Any public comment? 4 

 (No verbal response.)  5 

 Clerk Item 118-16. 6 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 118-16 is a 7 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 8 

$198,425.  This is also for the childhood lead 9 

poisoning prevention grant, the one I just spoke 10 

about.  This is grant funded through New York 11 

State Department of Health. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 13 

comments from the legislators? 14 

 (No verbal response.)  15 

 Any public comment? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 Hearing none, we'll vote on Clerk Items 18 

104-16, 105-16, 106-16, 107-16, 109-16, 110-16, 19 

113-16, 114-16, 117-16, and 118-16. 20 

 All those in favor signify by saying aye. 21 

 (Aye.) 22 

 Any opposed? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 They move on to Finance. 25 
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 (Whereupon, the following are the minutes 2 

of the April 11, 2016 Public Safety Committee 3 

meeting pertaining to Clerk Items 108, 111, 112, 4 

and 115-16.) 5 

 The first item to come before this 6 

committee is Item 108-16, an ordinance 7 

supplemental to the annual appropriation 8 

ordinance in connection with the Medical 9 

Examiner's Division of Forensic Services. 10 

 Motion from Vincent Muscarella, seconded 11 

by Denise Ford. 12 

 Mr. May is here. 13 

 MR. MAY:   How are you?  Again.  Again.  14 

I came back for more, both today and globally, I 15 

guess.   16 

 We have Ms. Karen Dooling to speak on 17 

this item. 18 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Thank you very much.  19 

Just a thumb nail sketch of what this is about. 20 

 MS. DOOLING:   Sure.  This is a $7,000 21 

no-match grant from the Division of Criminal 22 

Justice Services.  It will be used for the crime 23 

lab, for the chemistry department to expand their 24 

services and the ability to test more drugs.  It 25 
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will be for supplies and overtime for chemists. 2 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   When you say no match, 3 

it means it's coming from where? 4 

 MS. DOOLING:   New York State, Division 5 

of Criminal Justice. 6 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   It's pass-through money 7 

then. 8 

 MS. DOOLING:  Yep. 9 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Okay.  Any questions 10 

from any of the legislators? 11 

 (No verbal response.)  12 

 Any public comment? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 There being none; all in favor indicate 15 

by saying aye. 16 

 (Aye.) 17 

 Any against? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 It passes on to Finance. 20 

 The next item to come before us - there 21 

are two items coming. 22 

 111-16, an ordinance supplemental to the 23 

annual appropriations ordinance in connection 24 

with the Traffic Safety Board. 25 
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 In addition, 115-16, an ordinance 2 

supplemental to the annual appropriations 3 

ordinance in connection with the Traffic Safety 4 

Board. 5 

 And we have? 6 

 MR. MISTRON:  Christopher Mistron, Stop 7 

DWI Coordinator, Nassau County. 8 

 For Number 111 -  9 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Motion by Denise Ford, 10 

seconded by Don MacKenzie. 11 

 Chris, it's all yours. 12 

 MR. MISTRON:   Number 111 is a grant.  13 

It's a pass-through grant that comes from the 14 

governor of Traffic Safety Committee to the New 15 

York State Stop DWI Coordinator's Association.  16 

It's called the DWI Foundation Grant.  It's for 17 

special holiday enforcement that is for all the 18 

departments within Nassau County.  Specifically, 19 

we've geared for July 4, Labor Day, Memorial Day, 20 

and some of the departments also do some of the 21 

smaller ones like St. Patrick's Day, which is not 22 

a smaller one.  These are just special holiday 23 

details for holidays. 24 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Legislator Ford has a 25 
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comment.  I thought you wanted to comment on it. 2 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:   As always, I thank you 3 

very much.  Honestly, Chris, thank you very much.  4 

I know that these programs are very, very 5 

important.  All too often we're still reading 6 

about people who are dying because of drunk 7 

driving.  I think we had a senior couple, I 8 

guess, further east, where somebody was drinking, 9 

hit a car, and they got hit.  So any effort that 10 

can be made. 11 

 I thank the officers that do stands out 12 

in all kinds of weather, regardless, stopping a 13 

lot of people and just trying to check to make 14 

sure that they are not impaired while they're 15 

driving. 16 

 Thank you. 17 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Any other comments from 18 

any of the legislators? 19 

 (No verbal response.)  20 

 Any public comment? 21 

 (No verbal response.)  22 

 There being none; all in favor of 111 23 

indicate by saying aye. 24 

 (Aye.) 25 
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 Any against? 2 

 (No verbal response.)  3 

 It passes unanimously and goes on to 4 

Finance. 5 

 115. 6 

 MR. MISTRON:   115 is for the regular - 7 

I'm sorry.  Was there a motion on that one? 8 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   It's already been 9 

motioned. 10 

 MR. MISTRON:   115 is for the Stop DWI 11 

program itself.  It's a continuous grant program 12 

of sorts from year to year.  It's fully funded 13 

from the fine monies collected for those 14 

convicted of DWI.  It has several components to 15 

it the way in which it is outlined.  The major 16 

one is for enforcement purposes.  Second, monies 17 

are provided to the district attorneys for the 18 

prosecution of DWI specific cases.  Third, we 19 

have monies that are provided to the probation 20 

department for purposes of monitoring those that 21 

are convicted of DWI.  We also have a component 22 

within the program that provides money to drug 23 

and alcohol for working on rehabilitation 24 

programs with individuals that have been 25 
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convicted, as well as administrative education 2 

programs that go into everything from the schools 3 

into the community as well as the administration 4 

of the program. 5 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Any questions from any 6 

legislator? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 Any public comment? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 There being none; all in favor indicate 11 

by saying aye. 12 

 (Aye.) 13 

 Any against? 14 

 (No verbal response.)  15 

 It passes on to Finance. 16 

 The last item for today is Item 112-16, 17 

an ordinance supplemental to the annual 18 

appropriation ordinance in connection with the 19 

District Attorney's Office. 20 

 Mr. McManus. 21 

 MR. MCMANUS:  Thank you.  Bob McManus, 22 

District Attorney's Office. 23 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Motion by Denise Ford, 24 

seconded by Vincent Muscarella. 25 
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 My apologies. Go ahead. 2 

 MR. MCMANUS:   The Nassau County District 3 

Attorney's Office has been nominated by the 4 

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 5 

Animals, the ASPCA, to be a recipient of the 6 

fifth annual ASPCA Scholarship Fund Grant Award. 7 

 This grant award will enable one of our 8 

special investigators, someone who is assigned to 9 

animal cruelty cases when they do come up, to 10 

attend the animal care expo in Las Vegas from May 11 

11 through May 14 of this year, to join more than 12 

2,000 animal care experts and law enforcement 13 

professionals from around the globe to learn new 14 

skills and strategies to combat animal abuse and 15 

cruelty and to investigate crimes related to that 16 

issue. 17 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   There is no excuse to 18 

cruelty to animals or cruelty to anything or 19 

anybody. 20 

 Any questions from any of the 21 

legislators?  Yes.  Legislator Bynoe. 22 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Thank you, Chairman 23 

Dunne.  24 

 One quick question.  Does this cover all 25 
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the costs associated with the travel? 2 

 MR. MCMANUS:  It covers the hotel and the 3 

airfare.  I think it depends on the individual.  4 

It's supposed to cover meals, airfare, and 5 

hotels.  If the individual wants to buy souvenirs 6 

or that kind of thing -- let's put it this way.  7 

I'm sure the investigator is going to have to 8 

spend some of her own money.  I think she's very 9 

proud to be a part of this meeting. 10 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  Thank you. 11 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Any other questions? 12 

 (No verbal response.)  13 

 Any public comment? 14 

 (No verbal response.)  15 

 There being none; all in favor indicate 16 

by saying aye. 17 

 (Aye.) 18 

 Any against? 19 

 (No verbal response.)  20 

 It passes on to Finance.  21 

 (Whereupon, the following is the 22 

continuation of the minutes of the April 11, 2016 23 

Finance Committee meeting.) 24 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Do we have any 25 
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questions on the items that are before the 2 

committee? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 Any public comment? 5 

 (No verbal response.)  6 

 All in favor signify by saying aye. 7 

 (Aye.) 8 

 Those opposed? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 Those items carry unanimously. 11 

 I'm going to ask for a motion to suspend 12 

the rules. 13 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   So moved. 14 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE:   Second. 15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Moved by Legislator 16 

Muscarella, seconded by Legislator Mackenzie. 17 

 All in favor of suspending the rules 18 

signify by saying aye. 19 

 (Aye.) 20 

 Any opposed? 21 

 (No verbal response.)  22 

 The rules are suspended. 23 

 Item 134-2016 is a resolution authorizing 24 

the county executive to execute a grant agreement 25 
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between the County of Nassau, acting on behalf of 2 

the Department of Parks, Recreation and Museums, 3 

and Museums at Mitchel.  4 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 5 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   Second. 6 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Moved by Legislator 7 

Walker, seconded by Legislator Muscarella. 8 

 Any discussion as to this item? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 Public comment? 11 

 (No verbal response.)  12 

 All in favor signify by saying aye. 13 

 (Aye.) 14 

 Those opposed? 15 

 (No verbal response.)  16 

 It carries unanimously. 17 

 Item 137-16 is a resolution amending 448-18 

2001, as amended, entitled "Designating Banks and 19 

Trust Companies for the Deposit of Monies 20 

Received by the County Treasurer." 21 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 22 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE:   Second. 23 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Moved by Legislator 24 

Walker, seconded by Legislator MacKenzie. 25 
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 Any comment? 2 

 (No verbal response.)  3 

 Any discussion? 4 

 (No verbal response.)  5 

 Public comment? 6 

 Legislator Curran. 7 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   On what basis was 8 

this bank selection made? 9 

 MR. MAY:  I don't have the item in front 10 

of me.  Which is the bank that's being added? 11 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   It is Suffolk County 12 

National Bank. 13 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Item 137-2016.  Mr. 14 

Jefferson is behind you. 15 

 MR. JEFFERSON:    Hi.  Good afternoon.  16 

Beaumont Jefferson, County Treasurer. 17 

 The selection of banks are made - from 18 

time to time you have banks who come to the - who 19 

call the treasurer's office and they are 20 

interested in doing business with the county.  In 21 

order for us to make any deposits with a bank, 22 

they have to be on our approved list.  One of the 23 

things that we look for is that they have a 24 

presence in Nassau County, also in New York, and 25 
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we also review the bank's standings.  We use a 2 

website to just verify that the banks are in good 3 

standing and they at least have a four start 4 

rating, four or five star rating. 5 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Thanks. 6 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Any other 7 

discussion? 8 

 (No verbal response.)  9 

 Any public comment?  Ms. Mereday. 10 

 MS. MEREDAY:   Thank you.  I was also 11 

questioning, in terms of the process by which 12 

this - that this took place.  In addition to 13 

asking about the presence in Nassau County, what 14 

are the types of services that they are providing 15 

as it pertains to community reinvestment and 16 

things of that nature?  It's like what is this 17 

overall. 18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Mr. Jefferson, I 19 

don't know if you heard Ms. Mereday's comments.  20 

 MR. JEFFERSON:   Yes.  The website that 21 

we use is borrowfinancial.com.  We do look at the 22 

community reinvestment rating.  On Suffolk 23 

Community Bank that's before you the rating is 24 

outstanding.  That information is public 25 
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information and that's one of the categories that 2 

we look at when we select banks. 3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Thank you. 4 

 MR. JEFFERSON:   You're welcome. 5 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Any other public 6 

comment? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 All in favor signify by saying aye.  9 

 (Aye.) 10 

 Those opposed? 11 

 (No verbal response.)  12 

 The item carries unanimously. 13 

 Item 142-2016 is an ordinance 14 

supplemental to the annual appropriation 15 

ordinance and to transfer appropriations 16 

heretofore made within to reconcile the county's 17 

financial records for the budget year of 2015. 18 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 19 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   Second. 20 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Moved by Legislator 21 

Walker, seconded by Legislator Muscarella. 22 

 The item is before us. 23 

 Ms. D'Alleva, can you tell us what we're 24 

doing here. 25 
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 MS. D'ALLEVA:   This is a customary item 2 

that we do at the end of every fiscal year.  It's 3 

basically produced by the county comptroller 4 

pursuant to the Charter, Section 307, in terms of 5 

clearing all the negative balances by control 6 

center. 7 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   I noticed that some 8 

of the contract lines seem to have been over 9 

budget in 2015, including county attorney, IT, 10 

DPW.  Could you tell us why that happened and 11 

whether the 2016 budget is any more realistic? 12 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I think currently, during 13 

the month 13 process, the county attorney's 14 

office had some additional contracting invoices 15 

that they had to accrue for 2016 that were 16 

unforeseen.  Those contracts were accrued for 17 

2016 in month 13 that we weren't aware of, but 18 

they were accrued with the county comptroller's 19 

office for services that were rendered.  20 

According to accounting principles, we have to 21 

basically account for those services during the 22 

year. 23 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   When you say 2016 - 24 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   2015, I'm sorry.  '15. 25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Any other questions 2 

on these items?  Legislator Curran. 3 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Hi.  About the FIT, 4 

it's $2.87 million.  Weren't we not withholding 5 

local government assistance from towns and 6 

villages for these shortfalls? 7 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Those are the fourth 8 

quarter adjustments that we do make.  The 9 

original appropriation - this has to do with the 10 

appropriation in the budget line.  Because more 11 

students actually went to FIT there was a higher 12 

level of appropriation that was needed, and 13 

that's what this is dealing with. 14 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   So it was more than 15 

expected. 16 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Yes. 17 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Registration. 18 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Yes. 19 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Am I correct 20 

in my understanding that it was local government 21 

assistance from towns and villages? 22 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Sales tax.  Our local 23 

government assistance fourth quarter sales tax is 24 

netted for any outstanding balances that the 25 
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towns have to remit to the county because we pay 2 

on their behalf. 3 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Thank you. 4 

 I have another question about the eight 5 

million in retirement reserve.  My first question 6 

is do you know how much has been deferred in 7 

pension expenses in general? 8 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   We've deferred 9 

approximately, since 2012, approximately $269 10 

million. 11 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   And will this eight 12 

million go to cover some of that? 13 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Yes.  I would say we 14 

could use some of the eight million to prepay 15 

what we've deferred if we choose to. 16 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Eight million to 17 

prepay. 18 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Right. 19 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   But it hasn't 20 

happened yet. 21 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   No, it hasn't happened 22 

yet. 23 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  And all of 24 

these items, have -- so have any of them been 25 
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done already? 2 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I'm sorry.  I don't 3 

understand. 4 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Have they been paid 5 

out already? 6 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Of? 7 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Of all of the items 8 

on the list. 9 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   This item is to correct 10 

the balances of all the accounts in the 2015 11 

budget.  Yeah, some of them probably have 12 

actually been expended.  I guess an example would 13 

be the DE contracts in certain venues that 14 

required additional appropriation could have been 15 

expended and paid through the comptroller's 16 

office.  We would have to check. I'm not really 17 

sure. 18 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  My concern is 19 

what came up before, if this has been done before 20 

we approve it, of any of these items. 21 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   This is done customarily 22 

at the end of every year.  So the comptroller's 23 

office has to clean up the negative balances.  24 

Because the legislature votes and adopts the 25 
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budget according to appropriation by control 2 

center and object code, if any one of those 3 

control centers and object codes actually falls 4 

short, the comptroller's office puts together 5 

this year-end board transfer so that they can 6 

give the trial balance to the auditors, in this 7 

case it's McGladdery, RMS or whatever they call 8 

themselves, and they can audit our books and 9 

issue a CAFR, a year-end CAFR. 10 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Thanks. 11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Any other 12 

discussion? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 Any public comment?  I'm sorry.  15 

Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton. 16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   On the FEMA 17 

fund it's 20,000; do you know what that's for? 18 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   20,000? 19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   20,852.13, 20 

a transfer.  The fund or the transfer, whatever 21 

you want to call it. 22 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I believe this was for - 23 

oh, there was a shortfall in DD expenditures. I 24 

believe it was something to do with generators.  25 
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They had appropriation left over in the salary 2 

line.  Whatever they had appropriated, they 3 

didn't use that funding so they had used it and 4 

they are expenditures for general expenditures on 5 

a PW that they have to cover. 6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   So this 7 

item is including an appropriation for the 15 8 

million funds received from New York State Office 9 

of Emergency Management and FEMA for Super Storm 10 

Sandy expenses. 11 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Yes.  What happened is 12 

that we were required to have a ten percent local 13 

match originally.  FEMA was supposed to only 14 

reimburse us for 90 percent.  Through the 15 

governor's office we were able to secure funding 16 

from CDBGR community block grant funding, so we 17 

were able to secure those funds but the ten 18 

percent local match, the county had sustained 19 

that local match through the major funds.  So we 20 

had already - the $15 million is to ensure that 21 

we can transfer it back and make the major funds 22 

whole. 23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay.  So 24 

we are getting reimbursement from FEMA - 25 
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 MS. D'ALLEVA:   We're getting 2 

reimbursement from the governor's office for our 3 

ten percent local match that we paid out. 4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   And that's 5 

what we're using for these appropriations. 6 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Yes. 7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Have all 8 

the other FEMA lines that have been extended been 9 

reimbursed already? 10 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Currently, in total 11 

expenses, since 2012, we have about $208 million 12 

of expenses.  I believe the county has received, 13 

in cash reimbursement, approximately $175 14 

million.  We have started to go through the 15 

closeout process with our project worksheets.  We 16 

have not closed out any one project worksheet; 17 

so, therefore, there is a $33 million "balance" 18 

that FEMA would still have to pay us. 19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   So we're 20 

still looking for 33 million.  I'm surprised 21 

we're not using this 15 million towards that gap. 22 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   What gap? 23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   The 33 24 

million came out of - 25 
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 MS. D'ALLEVA:   It's a grant.  FEMA said 2 

that they -- at this point we're being reimbursed 3 

for 100 percent of our expenses.  We expended 4 

$208 million.  We will receive $208 million.  We 5 

don't have a gap. 6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   We just 7 

haven't received the 33 million. 8 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   The issue with the 15 9 

million was because there was a ten percent local 10 

shared required match, the county had put up that 11 

money in previous fiscal years.  That 15 million 12 

is actually coming to fund balance now. 13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I've asked 14 

this before.  Can I possibly just get a written 15 

breakdown of what the 33 million that we're 16 

waiting for was pertaining to? 17 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   There are several project 18 

worksheets that were issued over the course of 19 

the three years.  There's probably about 42 of 20 

them.  There are many project worksheets.  Don't 21 

quote me on that number.  There are many project 22 

worksheets.  But the balance is very little, it's 23 

maybe 15 percent of the total.  We're doing very 24 

well in terms of cash receipts. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   It's three 2 

and a half years later.  I know.  We've talked 3 

about it. 4 

 If I could just find out.  5 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Sure. 6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I just want 7 

to see where it is that we're still hoping to get 8 

reimbursed. 9 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   The largest is probably 10 

our debris removal project worksheet, project 11 

worksheet 120.  It's about $9 million that we're 12 

still owed on that. 13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Again, I 14 

would just like to see what it is just so we can 15 

have an idea going forward if there are any 16 

changes we should make to make it easier to get 17 

reimbursed should there be another situation like 18 

this. 19 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   The 15 million is our ten 20 

percent that we put in, which is actually a 21 

little less than ten percent but that's fine. 22 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   They're slightly behind.  23 

It's through 2014 expenditures.  They're 24 

reviewing them.  So we filled out applications to 25 
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get reimbursed for our ten percent local match, 2 

and it's been through the 2014 applications, 3 

that's what that 15 million represents. 4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Thank you.  5 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Legislator Curran. 6 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Have these transfers 7 

been posted in the financial system? 8 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I would have to - I 9 

believe that they may not have been approved in 10 

the financial system but it is initiated through 11 

the comptroller's office yes.  They are 12 

transitioning to handing over the books or they 13 

have already handed over the books for the trial 14 

balance to the auditors to close out the year. 15 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   So that means that 16 

they are?  They have been posted? 17 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I'm not sure if it's 18 

posted and executed, but I believe that since 19 

they handed the trial balances over to the 20 

accounting firm, I believe they may be posted. 21 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   I think - speaking 22 

for the legislature as a body, it kind of renders 23 

us impotent if this is done before we get a 24 

chance to approve it. 25 
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 MS. D'ALLEVA:   It doesn't render you 2 

impotent at all.  Basically, if you do not vote 3 

on this then we would have to reverse anything 4 

that was done in the financial system.  It's not 5 

an issue that way. 6 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Maybe in the 7 

future, I don't know if everyone agrees with me, 8 

I think it would be good for us to be able to 9 

approve this before that happens. 10 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I think by - not sure - 11 

by Charter - actually, the comptroller's office 12 

has to issue a CAFR by June 30.  So this is kind 13 

of like March is - usually by March we have a 14 

year-end board transfer that we present to the 15 

legislature to vote on. 16 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Fair enough.  17 

Thank you. 18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Thank you. 19 

 Any other discussion? 20 

 (No verbal response.)  21 

 Any public comment?  Ms. Mereday. 22 

 MS. MEREDAY:   Yes.  My comment had to do 23 

with - unfortunately I don't have that 24 

information in front of me that you all do.  25 
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Again, you are the stewards of my tax dollars.  2 

But having an operational background, just one 3 

thing that jumped out for me, because there are 4 

so many contract requests in here for legal 5 

counsel, I'm just curious as to how many people 6 

actually work for the county attorney's office, 7 

how many outside contracts do we actually have 8 

that we're funding?  There was no ripple even 9 

when - I'm sorry I don't remember your name - 10 

when the previous speaker mentioned that the 11 

issue about the county attorney invoices had to 12 

be paid, but it was over the budget because they 13 

were unaware - I believe that was actually the 14 

word - that they were unaware of these invoices 15 

but they had to be paid.  And about three hours 16 

ago you were probably drilling the young woman 17 

that was speaking with regards to parks for the 18 

contract that needed a $25,000 increase for 19 

unforeseen expenditures that weren't their 20 

responsibility but it was for them to promote 21 

that to the residents.  I'm unclear.  Is it okay 22 

to reprimand the parks department for unforeseen 23 

circumstances that generated additional costs but 24 

it's a pass to not really get all that aggravated 25 
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about county attorney, additional expenses from 2 

the county attorney's department for invoices 3 

that somebody was not aware of?  I'm unclear. 4 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Ms. D'Alleva, just 5 

clarify your comments earlier. 6 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I think the difference is 7 

in the county attorney's office they already had 8 

contracts in place with the appropriate levels of 9 

funding and terms of the contract.  It's just 10 

that when we were looking at the current 11 

obligation in December, December 31, when we were 12 

ending the year, to us it did not look at spent.  13 

But pursuant to that, they had had invoices that 14 

had come in for services that were rendered but 15 

they had the contracts in place to fund that. 16 

 Also, there are approximately, as of 17 

December there were 59 county attorneys in the 18 

county attorney's office, almost half of what was 19 

in the previous administration. 20 

 In terms of managing expenses and 21 

relating to taxpayers, I do feel that the county 22 

attorney has really done a phenomenal job in 23 

terms of really managing outside contracts, 24 

inside salaries, and headcount to actually give 25 
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us the best efficiencies, in terms of spending. 2 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Thank you.  3 

Appreciate it.  Thank you, Ms. D'Alleva. 4 

 Any other public comment? 5 

 (No verbal response.)  6 

 All in favor of Item 142-2016 signify by 7 

saying aye. 8 

 (Aye.) 9 

 Those opposed? 10 

 (No verbal response.)  11 

 It passes unanimously. 12 

 The next three items are the executive 13 

session items. 14 

 100-2016 is a resolution authorizing the 15 

county attorney to compromise and settle the 16 

claim of plaintiffs, Joseph Butindari and Civil 17 

Service Employees Association, A.F.S.C.M.E. Local 18 

1000, A.F.L.-C.I.O by its Local 830, as set forth 19 

in the action entitled Joseph Butindari and Civil 20 

Service Employees Association, A.F.S.C.M.E. Local 21 

1000, A.F.L.-C.I.O by its Local 830 v. County of 22 

Nassau, Index No. 000589/14 pursuant to the 23 

County Law, the County Government Law, and the 24 

Nassau County Administrative Code. 25 
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 The second item is Resolution 101-16, a 2 

resolution authorizing the county attorney to 3 

compromise and settle the action Randy Hoskins 4 

a/k/a Randy A. White v. County of Nassau. 5 

 We have the addendum item, 143-2016, a 6 

resolution authorizing the county attorney to 7 

compromise and settle the claims of different 8 

utility companies, as set forth in various 9 

actions pursuant to the County Law. 10 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 11 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   Second. 12 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Moved by Legislator 13 

Walker, seconded by Legislator Muscarella. 14 

 Those items are before the committee. 15 

 Legislator MacKenzie makes a motion to go 16 

into executive session, seconded by Legislator 17 

Walker. 18 

 All in favor of going into executive 19 

session signify by saying aye. 20 

 (Aye.) 21 

 The items are in executive session.  All 22 

legislators are invited. 23 

 (Whereupon, the Finance Committee 24 

recessed into executive session at 4:23 p.m.) 25 
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 (Whereupon, the Finance Committee 2 

reconvened at 5:25 p.m.) 3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    We have several 4 

items to vote on.  First one is Item 100-16. 5 

 All in favor of Item 100-2016, which is 6 

the Butindari settlement signify by saying aye. 7 

 (Aye.) 8 

 Those opposed? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 That carries unanimously. 11 

 101-16 is the settlement related to Randy 12 

Hoskins a/k/a Randy White, all in favor signify 13 

by saying aye. 14 

 (Aye.) 15 

 Those opposed? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 That item carries unanimously. 18 

 The last one is the executive session 19 

item 143 relating to the utility companies. 20 

 Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton has a 21 

question.  I'm sorry.  Legislator Curran. 22 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Hi.  First thing, we 23 

didn't get a copy of the settlement agreement in 24 

the backup for this, and I'm wondering why we 25 
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didn't. 2 

 MS. LOCURTO:   I apologize, Legislator.  3 

I think it was just an oversight.  It just didn't 4 

get to you until today.  We'll address that in 5 

the future. 6 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Thank you. 7 

 I'm willing to vote yes on this to pass 8 

this through, but I would very much like to see 9 

that before the Full Leg in two weeks. 10 

 MS. LOCURTO:   Absolutely. 11 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Thank you very much. 12 

 Also, I have some questions for OMB on 13 

this, not legal.  Oh, wait.  I don't.  Never 14 

mind.  I'm sorry. 15 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   We 16 

were ready, though. 17 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Wait for the next 18 

one.  Stay there. 19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   That was weird. 20 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   I'm sorry.  Sorry 21 

about that. 22 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   Not a 23 

problem. 24 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Now that I've got 25 
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you.  2 

 I'm not getting into the legal because I 3 

know we can't talk about that in public.  But the 4 

settlement for this, how are we going to pay for 5 

this? 6 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   My 7 

understanding is that we're going to be using our 8 

litigation fund.  The 2016 budget included 9 

approximately $20 million as an appropriation in 10 

the litigation fund to cover any potential 11 

judgments. 12 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   So that won't cover 13 

it though, $20 million. 14 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   I 15 

don't know how much I can say about the payment. 16 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I don't want to have to 17 

go into executive session. 18 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Fine. 19 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   It's a total dollar 20 

amount.  How it will be paid - there is 21 

sufficient monies in the litigation fund to cover 22 

the entire amount. 23 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Fair enough.  24 

You're right. 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  54 Finance Committee – 4-11-16 

 My concern is with the other towns, we're 2 

currently dealing with the other towns with 3 

similar kinds of cases and I'm worried there will 4 

not be enough money to pay everything that we 5 

have to pay coming down the pick, with Hempstead 6 

and North Hempstead. 7 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   I 8 

think my only statement to that would be we would 9 

address it if there is some type of settlement 10 

with those.  We may also be litigating those 11 

cases. 12 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Right.  Can we talk 13 

about how much is due in pending judgments 14 

currently being litigated in regard to this sort 15 

of judgment, this sort of case with the Town of 16 

Hempstead? 17 

 MS. LOCURTO:   With the Town of 18 

Hempstead, we have between actual judgments that 19 

have been reduced, it's approximately 25 million.  20 

Of those that have not been reduced to judgment, 21 

it is significantly higher.  We've estimated a 22 

substantial amount for those in excess of the 25 23 

million that just have been reduced to judgment 24 

to date. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Because to me 2 

this is a budget issue.  I'm worried that these 3 

settlements will put at risk, if they have to - 4 

if the litigation fund is depleted it will have 5 

to come out of operating funds and that could put 6 

a hole in our budget for other programs. 7 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   I 8 

will state that we have sufficient funds in our 9 

litigation fund, and it will not deplete the 10 

entire fund. 11 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   So you're confident 12 

that the litigation fund would cover this and 13 

perhaps other towns as well? 14 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   15 

Without knowing how much those other towns would 16 

be, I don't know.  Clearly, that could also be 17 

part of the negotiating factor, how much money 18 

you have available to settle with. 19 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Just another 20 

question.  I don't know if this is an OMB 21 

question.  I'm just wondering if it's fair to 22 

settle with the Town of Oyster Bay before we know 23 

what we have to do with Hempstead and North 24 

Hempstead. 25 
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 MS. LOCURTO:   I think any time that the 2 

county has an opportunity to settle a case that 3 

is favorable and in the best interest of the 4 

county, it is what the county - it is what we 5 

would recommend for the county to do.  I can't 6 

say for certain but it may help us bring 7 

resolution to these cases that have been ongoing 8 

for over 15 years.  So creating certainty and 9 

bringing an end to litigation that only has 10 

created substantial liability, potential 11 

liability for the county, I think it's overall a 12 

good decision, and that's why we're recommending 13 

settlement. 14 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   From what I 15 

understand, this was filed on Friday. 16 

 MS. LOCURTO:   Yes. 17 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   I'm wondering why 18 

this is being rushed.  Here we are on Monday and 19 

we're being asked to vote on this so quickly. 20 

 MS. LOCURTO:   I think once the 21 

opportunity for a real settlement was reached and 22 

struck by all the parties, I think we wanted to 23 

bring it to the legislature as soon as possible 24 

to cut off, if you will - I don't want to go too 25 
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much because we discussed it broadly in executive 2 

session.  These judgments do carry interest on 3 

them.  I don't want to say too much in the public 4 

forum.  But that is a savings.  If the settlement 5 

presents a savings to the county. 6 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   I see that point. 7 

 Back to OMB.  I am very worried, because 8 

this is the Finance Committee, just from the 9 

budgetary point of view that we're not going to 10 

blow a hole in our budget with these sorts of 11 

things since we're not going to be using bonded 12 

money for them, obviously, and that the 13 

litigation fund would cover - I'm not going to 14 

talk about any amounts - but hypothetically could 15 

cover these sorts of things going forward. 16 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   The 17 

administration is very comfortable that we have 18 

sufficient funds in our litigation fund to 19 

address this settlement.  I think you have to 20 

address each potential settlement as they happen. 21 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Thank you. 22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   I just wanted to 23 

say they are all very good points raised by 24 

Legislator Curran.  But I think if we have, what 25 
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I consider to be, a very favorable settlement 2 

before us, I would not want to lose that 3 

settlement by delaying a decision on this. 4 

 Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton. 5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Is it 6 

possible to get a list of all the garbage 7 

districts and copies of all -- that are 8 

litigating just to see where we are and what the 9 

status is for each one? 10 

 MS. LOCURTO:   Legislator, we can provide 11 

that list. 12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Could we 13 

have that before Full Leg? 14 

 MS. LOCURTO:   On the 25th, certainly. 15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Again, I'm 16 

stating also that we really need a copy.  I'm not 17 

going to vote for this because I have not seen a 18 

copy of the decision - settlement, rather, and I 19 

don't, you know, I don't even know what the terms 20 

are.  I haven't read it and neither has my 21 

counsel.  You have to provide us with this 22 

information.  Something that's this much money 23 

can't be an oversight.  It's a very important 24 

part of our day.  You can't neglect to give us 25 
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the information. 2 

 MS. LOCURTO:   I appreciate that, 3 

Legislator.  And I believe everything that was 4 

discussed in executive session outlined all the 5 

terms of the settlement.  If you have any 6 

questions, I'd be more than happy to address them 7 

in executive session again and go through it with 8 

you. 9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   No.  I 10 

would like to just read it.  I appreciate your 11 

efforts, but we really have to have it in hand 12 

before we can vote on it because nothing is 13 

recorded in executive session. 14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   So we will have 15 

that by the Full Leg. 16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Can I just 17 

ask Maurice to come up, please?  Maurice, Mr. 18 

Chalmers, let me apologize. 19 

 MR. CHALMERS:   Maurice Chalmers, OMB. 20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Maurice, 21 

can you give me your most recent account for the 22 

balance that we have in the litigation settlement 23 

account? 24 

 MR. CHALMERS:   It's approximately $20 25 
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million for the 2016 budget. 2 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   And what is 3 

it today? 4 

 MR. CHALMERS:   I could check for you.  I 5 

would probably guess it was close to 20 million.  6 

I can check and give you an exact amount. 7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Do you know 8 

how much of that has been obligated already? 9 

 MR. CHALMERS:   I would have to check and 10 

get back to you and tell you the exact amount. 11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   That's a 12 

different amount from what I heard. 13 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Currently, we're showing 14 

in the current obligation is around 18.  We also 15 

have other settlements that are paid through 16 

payroll that are going to be moving over.  What 17 

we will be having available is approximately 15. 18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   That's the 19 

number I heard, 15.  So we have 15 million 20 

available.  Alright. 21 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   One more quick one.  22 

Thank you. 23 

 With the litigation fund this could 24 

cover, hypothetically, these sorts of things.  25 
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But what if there are other suits and damages 2 

that are unrelated to this, other kinds of suits 3 

and damages?  Are you confident that those could 4 

be covered as well? 5 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   Yes. 6 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Can you explain, 7 

excuse my ignorance, how it is replenished? 8 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   Sure.  9 

The fund is generated by either surpluses that we 10 

anticipate generating during the year, and then 11 

we move the money into the fund. 12 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Surpluses. 13 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   14 

Right.  Because what we are trying to do is build 15 

so that we're not borrowing for these types of 16 

expenses. 17 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Right.  So you're 18 

confident that the litigation fund, we would get 19 

enough in surpluses to cover this sort of thing 20 

plus any other suits and damages that we might 21 

not predict, that we don't know, that come from 22 

left field. 23 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   24 

Correct.  We've been in consultation with the 25 
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county attorney's office, looking at things that 2 

they think they may settle during the year, and 3 

we feel that we have sufficient funding. 4 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Thanks. 5 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Legislator Bynoe. 6 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Good evening.  So on 7 

replenishment, you said it's replenished using 8 

surplus funds, correct? 9 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   10 

Correct. 11 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   So on Item 142-16, 12 

where we did the transfer, anticipating that we'd 13 

be settling this case and that fund would be 14 

close to being depleted, why didn't we consider 15 

moving some of these surplus funds into the 16 

litigation fund? 17 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   As I 18 

stated earlier, the 2016 budget, you, actually as 19 

a body, voted to appropriate $20 million into the 20 

fund. 21 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  Based on the 22 

settlement, we're going to work through a good 23 

portion of that, right? 24 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   That 25 
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is correct. 2 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   So we just did some 3 

transfers and I'm wondering why we didn't 4 

consider moving anything into that account based 5 

on the fact that we knew we were going to work 6 

through a considerable amount of what's currently 7 

existing. 8 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   It's 9 

not necessary at this time.  And as the year goes 10 

on, if we feel that we need to add more money to 11 

that fund at that point we will do so. 12 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Knowing that we have 13 

two other entities, both North Hempstead and the 14 

Town of Hempstead, we think the remaining funds 15 

are going to take care of those? 16 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   17 

Again, each settlement will be handled on its own 18 

merits, and it depends on what is negotiated. 19 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  You'll be 20 

back. 21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   I just have one 22 

brief comment and then we can vote on this, which 23 

is simply that it is completely ridiculous to me 24 

that the county guarantee applies to this case, 25 
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but that's not something that's my call, it was 2 

decided by a judge.  It's completely absurd, and 3 

I think we all agree with that. 4 

 In any event; all in favor signify by 5 

saying aye. 6 

 (Aye.) 7 

 Those opposed? 8 

 (Nay.) 9 

 Abstaining? 10 

 (Abstain.) 11 

 Five-zero-two.  Five ayes, zero nos, and 12 

two abstentions.  Legislator Curran voted for it. 13 

 Motion to adjourn? 14 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 15 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   Second. 16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Moved by Legislator 17 

Walker, seconded by Legislator Muscarella. 18 

 All in favor signify by saying aye.  19 

 (Aye.)  20 

 Those opposed?  21 

 (No verbal response.)  22 

 It passes unanimously. 23 

 We are back into Rules. 24 

  (Whereupon, the Finance Committee 25 
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adjourned at 5:39 p.m.) 2 
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 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   I call to order this 2 

meeting of the Health and Social Services 3 

Committee, and ask the Clerk to take the role. 4 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Thank you. 5 

 Legislator Siela A. Bynoe? 6 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Here. 7 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Judy Jacobs? 8 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Here. 9 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Ranking Member Delia 10 

DeRiggi-Whitton? 11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Here. 12 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator James 13 

Kennedy? 14 

 LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:   Here. 15 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Laura 16 

Schaefer? 17 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   Here. 18 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Vice Chairman C. 19 

William Gaylor III? 20 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:   Present. 21 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Chairwoman Rose Marie 22 

Walker? 23 
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 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Here. 2 

 CLERK PULITZER:   We have a quorum. 3 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Thank you. 4 

 There are ten items on the agenda this 5 

morning.  If it's alright, I'm going to call all 6 

of them together. 7 

 Clerk Item Number 104-16, Number 105-16, 8 

Number 106-16, Number 107-16, Number 109-16, 9 

Number 110-16, Number 113-16, Number 114-16, 10 

Number 117-16, and Number 118-16.  They are all 11 

ordinances supplemental to the annual 12 

appropriation ordinance in connection the 13 

Department of Health. 14 

 May I have a motion, please? 15 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   So moved. 16 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:   Second. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Moved by Legislator 18 

Schaefer, seconded by Legislator Gaylor. 19 

 And we have Ms. Mary Ellen Laurain here. 20 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Good afternoon.  Mary Ellen 21 

Laurain, Department of Health. 22 

 Item 104-16 is a supplemental 23 

appropriation in the amount of $300,000.  This is 24 

for the immunization action plan.  This is 100 25 
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percent funded through New York State Department 2 

of Health, and the mission is to prevent vaccine 3 

preventable diseases. 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions from 5 

the legislators? 6 

 (No verbal response.)  7 

 Any public comment? 8 

 (No verbal response.)  9 

 Number 105. 10 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Number 105-16 is a 11 

supplemental appropriation for the bathing beach 12 

water quality monitoring and notification 13 

program. This is in the amount of $55,355.  This 14 

allows us to conduct beach water quality 15 

monitoring from May through Labor Day. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any comments or 17 

questions from the Legislators? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 I can't wait to think about beach 20 

weather. 21 

 MS. LAURAIN:   You'll be getting all of 22 

the notifications from me, hopefully not too 23 

many. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any public comment? 25 
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 (No verbal response.)  2 

 Okay.  Number 106. 3 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Item 106-16 is a 4 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 5 

$15,238. This is for the sexually transmitted 6 

disease intervention services.  This is an 7 

additional COLA award and is funded through New 8 

York State Department of Health.  The mission is 9 

to prevent the spread of sexually transmitted 10 

diseases. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 12 

comments from the legislators? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 Any public comment? 15 

 (No verbal response.)  16 

 Clerk Item 107. 17 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Item 107-16 is a 18 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 19 

$523,600.  This is for the tuberculosis public 20 

health campaign.  This is 100 percent funded 21 

through New York State Department of Health.  22 

This is for comprehensive services to prevent the 23 

spread of tuberculosis in Nassau County. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  8 Health & Social Services Committee – 4-11-16 

comments from the legislators? 2 

 (No verbal response.)  3 

 Any public comment? 4 

 (No verbal response.)  5 

 Clerk Item 109-16. 6 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 109-16 is a 7 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 8 

$155,000.  This is for HIV expanded services 9 

grant, also funded through New York State 10 

Department of Health.  This grant helps those 11 

infected with HIV/AIDS who may not be receiving 12 

medical care. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 14 

comments from the legislators? 15 

 (No verbal response.)  16 

 Any public comment? 17 

 (No verbal response.)  18 

 Clerk Item 110. 19 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Item 110-16 is a 20 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 21 

$145,955.  This is for drinking water enhancement 22 

program.  This is funded through New York State 23 

Department of Health.  This ensures the safety of 24 

the 46 water districts in Nassau County. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 2 

comments from the legislators?  Legislator 3 

DeRiggi-Whitton. 4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I'm just 5 

curious.  With this and with 105, do you have a 6 

regular schedule that you check the beaches and 7 

you check with the water districts?  Is it 8 

monthly or? 9 

 MS. LAURAIN:  105 is the beach monitoring 10 

program. 11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Yeah. 12 

 MS. LAURAIN:  We begin that program, 13 

actually I said May but it's actually April we 14 

begin our surveys.  It's for every permitted 15 

beach in Nassau County.   16 

 The ocean beaches are a little less 17 

because of the amount of water and the volume.  18 

The north shore beaches, we're up there a few 19 

times a week and after heavy rain it may even be 20 

more frequent.  After a half inch of rain we will 21 

advise the beaches that they may not want to 22 

open. 23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   So it's 24 

safe to say the beaches on the north shore are 25 
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checked once at week, at least. 2 

 MS. LAURAIN:   More than once a week.  I 3 

would say, at a minimum, twice a week. 4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay.  And 5 

as far as the water districts go, do we have a 6 

regular schedule with checking the water? 7 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The water districts, we 8 

analyze and review over 200,000 to 300,000 9 

reports annually.  The water districts provide 10 

their own sampling and they must submit it to the 11 

Department of Health for analysis, and then, in 12 

addition, we conduct our own surveillance samples 13 

throughout each district. 14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Do you do 15 

that in a separate lab? 16 

 MS. LAURAIN:  We do that - the water 17 

districts use their own labs, and then we do our 18 

own in our laboratory. 19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay.  20 

Thank you. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any public comment?  22 

Ms. Mereday. 23 

 MS. MEREDAY:   Thank you.  Just in 24 

reference to the drinking water enhancement, in 25 
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light of the activities taking place in Flint, 2 

Michigan, Pennsylvania, Newark, etcetera, and the 3 

fact that we have the issue in Bethpage with the 4 

Grumman plume.  Where can someone get maybe the 5 

information or if there is some type of alert 6 

that the public needs to be aware of ahead of 7 

time.  How has your operation changed in light of 8 

the water crisis that's taking place nationwide? 9 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The water district is 10 

required to immediately provide notification to 11 

their constituents should there be any concern 12 

with the water, whether it be an e-coli or some 13 

type of bacteria.  They are required to do 14 

immediate notification.  And we are very 15 

fortunate that we have not had to do that in a 16 

while.  I've been with the department 26 years, 17 

and I can only remember a few times having to do 18 

that, fortunately. 19 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   I know the water 20 

districts will even notify us if, for some 21 

reason, say they're flushing the hydrants or 22 

whatever and it could cause the water to be 23 

discolored.  They notify you even for that.  I 24 

know they're very, very good about keeping the 25 
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residents informed. 2 

 MS. LAURAIN:   And the spring is when 3 

they do flush because in the winter the water 4 

volume is not as much water is used.  Also, all 5 

the water districts are required to provide an 6 

annual drinking water survey to their 7 

constituents; that usually goes out I believe in 8 

May.  I believe it goes out with the water bill. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Legislator Bynoe. 10 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Thank you, 11 

Chairwoman. 12 

 I have questions along the lines of the 13 

testing and notification to community as well. 14 

 Are the water districts required to 15 

provide you a copy of their notification to 16 

community when there is an issue? 17 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Yes. 18 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I guess my concern is 19 

that -- 20 

 MS. LAURAIN:   To the Department of 21 

Health? 22 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Yes. 23 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Yes. 24 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  My concern is 25 
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that out in Lakeview, Malvern, Lynbrook there has 2 

been an ongoing problem regarding iron in the 3 

water and a severe discoloration, quite frankly.  4 

While the Department of Health has stated that 5 

the water is of good quality and can be consumed 6 

and be used by those residents, it's alarming.  7 

It has a significant quality of life issue.  8 

People will not drink that water.  They are, in 9 

fact, going out to buy water to do everything 10 

under the sun, except, obviously, to wash their 11 

clothes because there is no way to add water to 12 

your machine in that way.  But their tiles, their 13 

bathroom fixtures are becoming discolored.  The 14 

expense of spending the money to buy water.  15 

Quite frankly, they're bathing in this water and 16 

they don't feel comfortable. 17 

 I've been in contact with American Water.  18 

I've had a meeting in my community regarding this 19 

issue.  I want to know, number one, why American 20 

Water had not actually reached out to the 21 

community.  If you have proof that they have, I'd 22 

like to have a copy of it. 23 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Iron is not something that 24 

would require that notification.  Iron, while 25 
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it's an aesthetic issue, it doesn't pose a health 2 

concern so that wouldn't be a requirement of the 3 

water.  But the water is safe to drink.  I can 4 

tell you it's much more regulated, highly 5 

regulated.  I drink the water.  Personally, the 6 

bottled water is not regulated the way our tap 7 

water is. 8 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   So you're drinking 9 

the discolored water? 10 

 MS. LAURAIN:  I have.  I drink my tap 11 

water.  I know it's an aesthetic issue for 12 

people.  I agree with them that they shouldn't 13 

have to have discolored water.  I know the water 14 

district is installing an iron filtration system 15 

which should alleviate that.  16 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   That's a good point. 17 

I'm understanding that even for the water that's 18 

been provided to the community in Lakeview that 19 

they are waiting, I guess, an approval from the 20 

Department of Health so for a water filtration 21 

system that they are going to have. 22 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The Department of Health I 23 

believe approved that system in January; I'd have 24 

to get -- I think you spoke to Mr. Irwin, who is 25 
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the Director of Environmental Health. 2 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I believe I did.  And 3 

I received an update from American Water as late 4 

as Friday saying that American Water was waiting 5 

for the Department of Health to make an approval 6 

and they were hopeful that it would arrive by 7 

April 15. 8 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Let me just see if I have 9 

the email of when that was approved. 10 

 The construction of the additional 11 

filters in the Lakeview communities was approved 12 

by the Department of Health January 16, 2016. 13 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Give me one second, 14 

if you wouldn't mind. 15 

 MS. LAURAIN:   But I can certainly have 16 

you speak to Mr. Irwin again about that. 17 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I think that would 18 

probably be best.  I know it's not just the 19 

Lakeview community.  While I'm advocating for 20 

Lakeview in particular, it is -- there are other 21 

areas that are actually affected by this.  I 22 

think the real resolve is to replace the mains, 23 

from what I'm understanding. 24 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Iron is naturally 25 
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occurring in the environment.  I want to say it's 2 

probably ubiquitous in the environment.  You see 3 

it more on the south shore because of the way 4 

Long Island is composed.  You see it much more on 5 

the south shore than you do on the north shore. 6 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   And just for 7 

reference, so that when Mr. Irwin calls, it's 8 

Plant Number 2 and it's the potable iron removal 9 

treatment plant. 10 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The potable water, it is 11 

called - 12 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   And it's awaiting 13 

approval.  That's what's supposed to give some 14 

relief to those families. 15 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Yes.  It will filter it 16 

out.  I know there are other water districts also 17 

installing.   18 

 I spoke to Mr. Irwin this morning about 19 

it, and he did tell me that it was approved on 20 

January 16.  So I will speak to him again, 21 

tomorrow, and have him give you a call. 22 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  Thank you. 23 

 MS. LAURAIN:   You're welcome. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any other 25 
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legislators? 2 

 (No verbal response.)  3 

 Any other public comment? 4 

 (No verbal response.)  5 

 I believe that was 110. 6 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Yes, 110. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Clerk Item 113-16. 8 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Clerk Item 113-16 is a 9 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 10 

$23,764 for the Adolescent Tobacco Use Prevention 11 

Act.  This is New York State Department of Health 12 

grant funded.  This is an additional COLA award.  13 

Total funding after this award is $320,068.  This 14 

program allows us to conduct certification checks 15 

to tobacco retailers in the county and complies 16 

with the Tobacco 18 Law. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 18 

comments from the legislators? 19 

 (No verbal response.)  20 

 Any public comment?  Ms. Mereday. 21 

 MS. MEREDAY:   I would just want to know 22 

what else is being done.  I wouldn't want to have 23 

to do a research study, but it is clear that 24 

there is a growth in the percentage of young 25 
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people who are smoking cigarettes.  I don't know 2 

if just checking to see who is buying them at the 3 

stores or 7-11 is enough.  I'm just asking is 4 

there something else tied to this program or is 5 

this specifically for this particular aspect? 6 

 MS. LAURAIN:   State grant funds only 7 

allow us to do certain.  Of course, when we go 8 

out and do education, we are health care 9 

providers so we discourage smoking among anybody.   10 

We do have a 96 percent compliance rate.  We 11 

sting all the retailers in the county using 16, 12 

17 year olds. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any other comments? 14 

 (No verbal response.)  15 

 Clerk Item 114-16. 16 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 114-16 is a 17 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 18 

$18,784.  This is for our rabies programs.  This 19 

is New York State Department of Health funded, 20 

and this objective, primary objective is to 21 

prevent the spread of rabies in Nassau County. 22 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 23 

comments from the legislators? 24 

 (No verbal response.)  25 
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 Any public comment? 2 

 (No verbal response.)  3 

 I just would like to take a minute and 4 

thank you for the information, notifying myself 5 

and Legislator Schaefer right away in regards to 6 

- I'm sure that many of you saw that there was a 7 

rabid raccoon in the Hicksville community. 8 

 MS. LAURAIN:  I could add to that.  Since 9 

that notification, I believe it was last month 10 

sometime, we have enhanced our surveillance in a 11 

radius of where that animal was found, and we 12 

probably submitted 40 specimens or so to New York 13 

State Department of Health, and thus far all have 14 

been negative.  We're hoping that continues. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Thank you. 16 

 Clerk Item 117-16. 17 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 117-16 is a 18 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 19 

$16,751.  This is for the lead poisoning 20 

prevention grant.  This is a COLA award.  Total 21 

funding after this award is $215,176.  This is 22 

grant funded through New York State Department of 23 

Health.  It is to reduce the prevalence of blood 24 

lead levels in children. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 2 

comments from the legislators? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 Any public comment? 5 

 (No verbal response.)  6 

 Clerk Item 118-16. 7 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 118-16 is a 8 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 9 

$198,425.  This is also for the childhood lead 10 

poisoning prevention grant, the one I just spoke 11 

about.  This is grant funded through New York 12 

State Department of Health. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 14 

comments from the legislators? 15 

 (No verbal response.)  16 

 Any public comment? 17 

 (No verbal response.)  18 

 Hearing none, we'll vote on Clerk Items 19 

104-16, 105-16, 106-16, 107-16, 109-16, 110-16, 20 

113-16, 114-16, 117-16, and 118-16. 21 

 All those in favor signify by saying aye. 22 

 (Aye.) 23 

 Any opposed? 24 

 (No verbal response.)  25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  21 Health & Social Services Committee – 4-11-16 

 They move on to Finance. 2 

 Seeing no other business, can I have a 3 

motion to close? 4 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   So moved. 5 

 LEGISLATOR KENNEDY:   Second. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Motion by Legislator 7 

Schaefer, seconded by Legislator Kennedy. 8 

 All those in favor? 9 

 (Aye.)  10 

 The Veterans Committee is next. 11 

 (Whereupon, the Health and Social 12 

Services Committee adjourned at 3:32 p.m.)  13 
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 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Would the clerk call 2 

the role, please? 3 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Thank you. 4 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Thank you. 5 

 CLERK PULITZER:   The Public Safety 6 

Committee. 7 

 Legislator Seila B. Bynoe? 8 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Here. 9 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Minority Leader Kevan 10 

Abrahams? 11 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Here. 12 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Ranking Member Laura 13 

Curran? 14 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Here. 15 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Denise Ford? 16 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:   Here. 17 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Vincent 18 

Muscarella? 19 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   Here. 20 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Vice Chairman Donald 21 

MacKenzie? 22 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE:   Here. 23 
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 CLERK PULITZER:   Chairman Dennis Dunne? 2 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Here. 3 

 CLERK PULITZER:   We have a quorum.  4 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Thank you. 5 

 The first item to come before this 6 

committee is Item 108-16, an ordinance 7 

supplemental to the annual appropriation 8 

ordinance in connection with the Medical 9 

Examiner's Division of Forensic Services. 10 

 Motion from Vincent Muscarella, seconded 11 

by Denise Ford. 12 

 Mr. May is here. 13 

 MR. MAY:   How are you?  Again.  Again.  14 

I came back for more, both today and globally, I 15 

guess.   16 

 We have Ms. Karen Dooling to speak on 17 

this item. 18 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Thank you very much.  19 

Just a thumb nail sketch of what this is about. 20 

 MS. DOOLING:   Sure.  This is a $7,000 21 

no-match grant from the Division of Criminal 22 

Justice Services.  It will be used for the crime 23 

lab, for the chemistry department to expand their 24 

services and the ability to test more drugs.  It 25 
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will be for supplies and overtime for chemists. 2 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   When you say no match, 3 

it means it's coming from where? 4 

 MS. DOOLING:   New York State, Division 5 

of Criminal Justice. 6 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   It's pass-through money 7 

then. 8 

 MS. DOOLING:  Yep. 9 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Okay.  Any questions 10 

from any of the legislators? 11 

 (No verbal response.)  12 

 Any public comment? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 There being none; all in favor indicate 15 

by saying aye. 16 

 (Aye.) 17 

 Any against? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 It passes on to Finance. 20 

 The next item to come before us - there 21 

are two items coming. 22 

 111-16, an ordinance supplemental to the 23 

annual appropriations ordinance in connection 24 

with the Traffic Safety Board. 25 
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 In addition, 115-16, an ordinance 2 

supplemental to the annual appropriations 3 

ordinance in connection with the Traffic Safety 4 

Board. 5 

 And we have? 6 

 MR. MISTRON:  Christopher Mistron, Stop 7 

DWI Coordinator, Nassau County. 8 

 For Number 111 -  9 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Motion by Denise Ford, 10 

seconded by Don MacKenzie. 11 

 Chris, it's all yours. 12 

 MR. MISTRON:   Number 111 is a grant.  13 

It's a pass-through grant that comes from the 14 

governor of Traffic Safety Committee to the New 15 

York State Stop DWI Coordinator's Association.  16 

It's called the DWI Foundation Grant.  It's for 17 

special holiday enforcement that is for all the 18 

departments within Nassau County.  Specifically, 19 

we've geared for July 4, Labor Day, Memorial Day, 20 

and some of the departments also do some of the 21 

smaller ones like St. Patrick's Day, which is not 22 

a smaller one.  These are just special holiday 23 

details for holidays. 24 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Legislator Ford has a 25 
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comment.  I thought you wanted to comment on it. 2 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:   As always, I thank you 3 

very much.  Honestly, Chris, thank you very much.  4 

I know that these programs are very, very 5 

important.  All too often we're still reading 6 

about people who are dying because of drunk 7 

driving.  I think we had a senior couple, I 8 

guess, further east, where somebody was drinking, 9 

hit a car, and they got hit.  So any effort that 10 

can be made. 11 

 I thank the officers that do stands out 12 

in all kinds of weather, regardless, stopping a 13 

lot of people and just trying to check to make 14 

sure that they are not impaired while they're 15 

driving. 16 

 Thank you. 17 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Any other comments from 18 

any of the legislators? 19 

 (No verbal response.)  20 

 Any public comment? 21 

 (No verbal response.)  22 

 There being none; all in favor of 111 23 

indicate by saying aye. 24 

 (Aye.) 25 
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 Any against? 2 

 (No verbal response.)  3 

 It passes unanimously and goes on to 4 

Finance. 5 

 115. 6 

 MR. MISTRON:   115 is for the regular - 7 

I'm sorry.  Was there a motion on that one? 8 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   It's already been 9 

motioned. 10 

 MR. MISTRON:   115 is for the Stop DWI 11 

program itself.  It's a continuous grant program 12 

of sorts from year to year.  It's fully funded 13 

from the fine monies collected for those 14 

convicted of DWI.  It has several components to 15 

it the way in which it is outlined.  The major 16 

one is for enforcement purposes.  Second, monies 17 

are provided to the district attorneys for the 18 

prosecution of DWI specific cases.  Third, we 19 

have monies that are provided to the probation 20 

department for purposes of monitoring those that 21 

are convicted of DWI.  We also have a component 22 

within the program that provides money to drug 23 

and alcohol for working on rehabilitation 24 

programs with individuals that have been 25 
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convicted, as well as administrative education 2 

programs that go into everything from the schools 3 

into the community as well as the administration 4 

of the program. 5 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Any questions from any 6 

legislator? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 Any public comment? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 There being none; all in favor indicate 11 

by saying aye. 12 

 (Aye.) 13 

 Any against? 14 

 (No verbal response.)  15 

 It passes on to Finance. 16 

 The last item for today is Item 112-16, 17 

an ordinance supplemental to the annual 18 

appropriation ordinance in connection with the 19 

District Attorney's Office. 20 

 Mr. McManus. 21 

 MR. MCMANUS:  Thank you.  Bob McManus, 22 

District Attorney's Office. 23 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Motion by Denise Ford, 24 

seconded by Vincent Muscarella. 25 
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 My apologies. Go ahead. 2 

 MR. MCMANUS:   The Nassau County District 3 

Attorney's Office has been nominated by the 4 

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 5 

Animals, the ASPCA, to be a recipient of the 6 

fifth annual ASPCA Scholarship Fund Grant Award. 7 

 This grant award will enable one of our 8 

special investigators, someone who is assigned to 9 

animal cruelty cases when they do come up, to 10 

attend the animal care expo in Las Vegas from May 11 

11 through May 14 of this year, to join more than 12 

2,000 animal care experts and law enforcement 13 

professionals from around the globe to learn new 14 

skills and strategies to combat animal abuse and 15 

cruelty and to investigate crimes related to that 16 

issue. 17 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   There is no excuse to 18 

cruelty to animals or cruelty to anything or 19 

anybody. 20 

 Any questions from any of the 21 

legislators?  Yes.  Legislator Bynoe. 22 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Thank you, Chairman 23 

Dunne.  24 

 One quick question.  Does this cover all 25 
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the costs associated with the travel? 2 

 MR. MCMANUS:  It covers the hotel and the 3 

airfare.  I think it depends on the individual.  4 

It's supposed to cover meals, airfare, and 5 

hotels.  If the individual wants to buy souvenirs 6 

or that kind of thing -- let's put it this way.  7 

I'm sure the investigator is going to have to 8 

spend some of her own money.  I think she's very 9 

proud to be a part of this meeting. 10 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  Thank you. 11 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Any other questions? 12 

 (No verbal response.)  13 

 Any public comment? 14 

 (No verbal response.)  15 

 There being none; all in favor indicate 16 

by saying aye. 17 

 (Aye.) 18 

 Any against? 19 

 (No verbal response.)  20 

 It passes on to Finance.  21 

 That concludes our committee. 22 

 I have a motion from Legislator Curran to 23 

adjourn, seconded by Legislator Ford. 24 

 All in favor of adjourning? 25 
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 (Aye.) 2 

 Any against? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 We are adjourned.  Health is next. 5 

 (Whereupon, the Public Safety Committee 6 

adjourned at 3:10 p.m.)  7 

 8 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSLAVES:   At this time the 2 

Rules Committee will meet and discuss the various 3 

contracts that come before it.  After the 4 

contracts, we take a recess and come back after 5 

the committees have had an opportunity to meet 6 

and discuss their agendas. 7 

 Mr. Clerk, would you please call the role 8 

for the Rules Committee. 9 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Thank you, Presiding 10 

Officer. 11 

 Deputy Presiding Officer Richard J. 12 

Nicolello? 13 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Here. 14 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Alternate Deputy 15 

Presiding Officer Howard J. Kopel? 16 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Here. 17 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Seila A. 18 

Bynoe? 19 

 (No verbal response.)  20 

 Legislador Carrie Solages? 21 

 Thank you. 22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   No, no.  We're 23 
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only doing the Rules Committee, Mr. Clerk.  Just 2 

the Rules Committee.   3 

 CLERK PULITZER:   No problem.  Sorry. 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   No problem. 5 

 CLERK PULITZER:   So let me start again 6 

then. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   No problem. 8 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Carrie 9 

Solages? 10 

 (No verbal response.)  11 

 Legislator Judy Jacobs? 12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Here. 13 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Howard 14 

Kopel? 15 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Here. 16 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Dennis 17 

Dunne? 18 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Here. 19 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Vice Chairman Richard 20 

Nicolello? 21 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Here. 22 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Chairwoman Norma 23 

Gonsalves? 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Present. 25 
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 CLERK PULITZER:   Ranking Minority Kevan 2 

Abrahams? 3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Here. 4 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Thank you.  We have a 5 

quorum. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    We have a 7 

quorum.  We will begin with the contracts, as 8 

specified.  Before we go to all of the other 9 

contracts, I have three contracts that I'm going 10 

to call and ask for a motion to table. 11 

 Contract E-63, Contract E-64, and 12 

Contract E-66; motion, please? 13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Before we take 14 

that motion, Madam Presiding Officer, may I have 15 

an opportunity?  Just an opportunity to speak on 16 

the contracts that are before us. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Go ahead.  Be my 18 

guest. 19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I understand that 20 

we're taking a motion to table.  I just want to 21 

inquire on the majority side, is this a question 22 

to table?  What we noticed was missing from these 23 

contracts was the political contribution 24 

disclosure form; is that the same reason that 25 
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you're? 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Yes, it is. 3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay.  Just 4 

wanted to confirm that. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay. 6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank you.   7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   You're welcome. 8 

 The motion - who made the motion for E-9 

63, E-64, and E-66?   10 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   So moved. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Deputy Presiding 12 

Officer Nicolello.  Seconded by? 13 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Second. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Seconded by 15 

Legislator Dunne. 16 

 At this time I'm going to ask for a 17 

motion to table. 18 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So moved. 19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 20 

Alternate Deputy Officer Legislator Kopel, made 21 

the motion to table. 22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Seconded by Mr. 24 

Legislator Nicolello. 25 
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 All those in favor of tabling E-63, E-64 2 

and E-66 signify by saying aye. 3 

 (Aye.) 4 

 Any opposed? 5 

 (No verbal response.)  6 

 You got it?  63, 64, and 66.  Was there a 7 

- was that a unanimous vote to table these items?  8 

Okay.  Thank you very much. 9 

 Let's proceed to the regular agenda on 10 

the contracts.  The first one is A-11, a 11 

resolution authorizing the director of Nassau 12 

County Office of Purchasing to award and execute 13 

a contract between the County of Nassau acting on 14 

behalf of Nassau County Correctional Center and 15 

H. Schrier & Co., Inc. 16 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So moved. 17 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 19 

Legislator Kopel, seconded by Legislator 20 

Nicolello. 21 

 And who do we have here to speak on this 22 

item? 23 

 MR. MAY:   I'm going to handle it for the 24 

correction's office today, Madam Presiding 25 
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Officer.  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Go ahead. 3 

 MR. MAY:   This is the groceries 4 

purchasing contract for 114 grocery items for the 5 

jail.  It's for a mix of foods for the inmates as 6 

well as for the officers. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions of 8 

Mr. May? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 There being none; all those in favor of 11 

A-11 signify by saying aye.  12 

 (Aye.) 13 

 Any opposed? 14 

 (No verbal response.)  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   The item - any 16 

abstentions? 17 

 (Abstain.) 18 

 Three.  There are four in favor, zero 19 

again, and three abstentions.  The item passes. 20 

 Item B-5, a resolution authorizing the 21 

county executive to award and execute a contract 22 

between the County of Nassau acting on behalf of 23 

the Nassau County Department of Public Works and 24 

Eldor Traffic Signal Contracting Corp. 25 
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 Motion, please? 2 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 5 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 6 

Nicolello. 7 

 MR. MAY:   I don't see anybody here from 8 

DPW yet.  Can we come back to this at the end of 9 

the contracts? 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I guess.  I guess 11 

I'm going to have to table it. 12 

 MR. MAY:   Or table it. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Huh? 14 

 MR. MAY:   Or you could table it. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I would have to 16 

table it. 17 

 MR. MAY:   Okay. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Motion to table 19 

Item B-5? 20 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 21 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Motion by 23 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 24 

Nicolello. 25 
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 All those in favor of tabling it signify 2 

by saying aye. 3 

 (Aye.) 4 

 Any opposed to tabling? 5 

 (No verbal response.)  6 

 Any abstentions to tabling? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 It's tabled until we get somebody here. 9 

 The next item is E-65, a resolution 10 

authorizing the county executive to execute a 11 

personal services agreement between the County of 12 

Nassau, acting on behalf of the Nassau County 13 

Department of Corrections and the Diocese of 14 

Rockville Centre. 15 

 Motion, please? 16 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So moved. 17 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Second. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 19 

Legislator Kopel, seconded by Legislator Dunne. 20 

 Are you here to speak on this item? 21 

 MR. MAY:   I am.  This is the chaplaincy 22 

services for the jail.  This is obviously with 23 

the Diocese of Rockville Centre; therefore, it is 24 

the Catholic Chaplaincy services.  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions of 2 

Mr. May on this item? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 There being none; all those in favor of 5 

E-65 signify by saying aye. 6 

 (Aye.) 7 

 Any opposed? 8 

 (No verbal response.)  9 

 Any abstentions? 10 

 (No verbal response.)  11 

 Is it unanimous? 12 

 VOICES:   Yes. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  14 

 The next item is Contract E-67, a 15 

resolution authorizing the county executive to 16 

execute a personal services agreement between the 17 

County of Nassau, acting on behalf of the Nassau 18 

County Department of Human Services Offices of 19 

Mental Health, Chemical Dependency, and 20 

Developmental Disability Services and Tomas 21 

Klimas-Mikalauskas. 22 

 Motion, please? 23 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 2 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 3 

Nicolello. 4 

 MR. MAY:   I see behind me Commissioner 5 

Lisa Murphy and Mr. Brian Hall from Human 6 

Services. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  Talk to 8 

us, Commissioner. 9 

 COMMISSIONER MURPHY:   Hello.  This is a 10 

personal services contract for a gentleman that 11 

we have in the Department of Human Services who 12 

is an attorney who is service as our AOT, that's 13 

Kendra's Law, clerk.  He appears in Supreme Court 14 

once a week and also takes care of all of the 15 

paperwork concerning those people who are deemed 16 

to be a threat to themselves or others in our 17 

community, to make sure that they get the 18 

appropriate psychological services. 19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    If I may. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Yes.  Minority 21 

Leader. 22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Yes.  Thank you.  23 

How are you, Ms. Murphy? 24 

 COMMISSIONER MURPHY:   Very good.  25 
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Yourself? 2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I don't have any 3 

direct questions in regard to your contract.  As 4 

you well know, we have been pushing for reforms 5 

in the contract process.  Though our votes of 6 

abstention are not indicative of any of the 7 

future work that any of the vendors would 8 

provide, we continue to abstain.   9 

 One of the things that I wanted to note 10 

for the record and for your purposes as well as 11 

anyone else that comes before us for a contract 12 

today, on April 1, a couple of days ago, the NIFA 13 

board recently passed a resolution recognizing 14 

that the Nassau County contracting process has 15 

come under increased scrutiny and criticism and 16 

had passed a resolution for particular 17 

improvements and reforms in this particular 18 

contract process in this county.  The resolution 19 

goes on to explain that the authorities view 20 

improvements to the county's contracting process 21 

have been slow and largely ineffective.  They 22 

expressively have warned that NIFA will no longer 23 

tolerate delays in improving the contracting 24 

process that universally is accepted and 25 
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necessary and will use all resources at its 2 

disposal and is consistent with its mission to 3 

improve the county's financial position. 4 

 I bring that up because, again, though I 5 

think this particular vendor could be very 6 

valuable to the county, this has not gone through 7 

the proper procurement contract reform that we 8 

have been seeking, and now the independent 9 

financial arm of the county seeks and believes 10 

that is necessary as well. 11 

 So we are going to continue to vote 12 

abstention, but I do not want you to think that 13 

is any indicative of your presentation today or 14 

anything that this particular vendor represents. 15 

 COMMISSIONER MURPHY:  I understand.  I 16 

appreciate your comments.  At the time that we 17 

procured this person for our contract, we did, in 18 

fact, at that time, run those ads that were 19 

appropriate under those procurement processes, in 20 

monster.com, and in other publications.  And he 21 

was the most qualified person, having had some 22 

experience with AOT in the past.  We deemed that 23 

it was important and also mandated, under 24 

Kendra's Law, that we have somebody in the courts 25 
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to represent the county, and that it would have 2 

been a greater liability had we not had someone 3 

in place at that time, and this is why we 4 

proceeded in hiring him at this time through this 5 

contract. 6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I don't disagree 7 

with anything you just said.  I truly believe in 8 

keeping with the mandate, as well as keeping with 9 

the law. It's instrumental.  That's why we truly 10 

believe that the reforms that not only we have 11 

been pushing but NIFA has passed in a resolution 12 

on April 1 are necessary to be incorporated in 13 

the process so that we these contracts have the 14 

proper, gain the proper --  15 

 COMMISSIONER MURPHY:   Vetting process. 16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Yes. 17 

 COMMISSIONER MURPHY:   I do understand.  18 

And going forward we will be sure to make sure 19 

that that does happen. 20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank you, Ms. 21 

Murphy. 22 

 COMMISSIONER MURPHY:   Thank you. 23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I would like to 24 

add on the record that there was a political 25 
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campaign contribution disclosure form signed with 2 

the answer no on the 28th of March. 3 

 COMMISSIONER MURPHY:   That is true. 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I have it here 5 

before me.  I will make it part of the record, 6 

that they did sign the political campaign 7 

contribution disclosure form. 8 

 COMMISSIONER MURPHY:   Thank you. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  Any other 10 

comments? 11 

 (No verbal response.)  12 

 There being none; all those in favor of 13 

E-67 signify by saying aye. 14 

 (Aye.) 15 

 Any opposed? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 Any abstentions? 18 

 (Abstain.) 19 

 Four-zero-three.  The item passes. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you. 21 

 COMMISSIONER MURPHY:   Thank you. 22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you, 23 

Commissioner. 24 

 The next item is E-68, a resolution 25 
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authorizing the county executive to execute an 2 

agreement between the County of Nassau, acting on 3 

behalf of the Office of Management and Budget and 4 

Legal Aid Society of Nassau County.   5 

 Motion, please? 6 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 9 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 10 

Nicolello. 11 

 Okay.  And who do we have? 12 

 MR. MAY:   We have Ms. Lisa Locurto from 13 

the county attorney's office. 14 

 Just a brief programming note.  The DPW 15 

contract, we have Mr. Jeff Lindgren here so any 16 

time you would like to take it up off the table 17 

to reconsider it, we can manage that. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Right now we have 19 

E-68 before us.  And you're here to speak about 20 

E-68, correct? 21 

 MS. LOCURTO:   Yes, Legislator.  Thank 22 

you. 23 

 This is an agreement between the County 24 

and the Legal Aid Society.  In fact, as a 25 
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requirement of County Law 722 the County is 2 

required to provide legal services for the 3 

indigent or those individuals who are unable to 4 

pay for such legal services. 5 

 The reimbursement the county applied for 6 

and received a grant.  We will be 100 percent 7 

reimbursed for the program that is going to be 8 

run by the Legal Aid.  9 

 If you have any further questions, I'd be 10 

happy to answer any. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Minority Leader. 12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank you, Madam 13 

Presiding Officer. 14 

 Ms. Locurto, just a question in regards 15 

to the Legal Aid.  This contract, is it handled 16 

like a sole source or are there other entities 17 

that can provide this service to the county? 18 

 MS. LOCURTO:   The County Law 19 

specifically provides that the county must 20 

provide the service either by paying for itself 21 

or the law provides it can be provided by a bar 22 

association or another entity of sufficient size 23 

to meet that requirement.  The county, since the 24 

inception of the law going back over 20, 25-plus 25 
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years has always contracted with the Nassau 2 

County Bar Association, and we've also contracted 3 

with the Legal Aid Society; that is because there 4 

can be instances where there are conflicts of 5 

interest.  We've complied with the law by 6 

providing that the Bar Association plus another 7 

entity of sufficient size that can be there 8 

should there be conflicts of interest.  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I guess my 10 

question is -- 11 

 MS. LOCURTO:   I guess - I'm sorry to cut 12 

you off. 13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    That's alright. 14 

 MS. LOCURTO:   You're saying is it a sole 15 

source.  Well, the law dictates what the entities 16 

that can be provided, there are only limited 17 

entities by statute - it's either bar association 18 

or an entity such as the Legal Aid Society - so 19 

to an extent it is kind of a sole source. 20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank you. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any other 22 

questions from the legislators? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 There being none; all those in favor of 25 
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E-68 signify by saying aye. 2 

 (Aye.) 3 

 Any opposed? 4 

 (No verbal response.)  5 

 Any abstentions? 6 

 (No verbal response.)  7 

 It's unanimous. 8 

 MS. LOCURTO:   Thank you. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you very 10 

much. 11 

 The next item is E-69, a resolution 12 

authorizing the county executive to execute a 13 

personal services agreement between the County of 14 

Nassau, acting on behalf of the Department of 15 

Social Services and The Leadership Training 16 

Institute, Inc. 17 

 Motion, please? 18 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So moved. 19 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Second. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 21 

Legislator Kopel, seconded by Legislator Dunne. 22 

 Who do we have here to speak on this 23 

item? 24 

 MR. MAY:   Mr. Ed Shank from the 25 
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Probation Department is right here. 2 

 MR. SHANK:   Good afternoon.  This 3 

contract is for the educational services of 4 

juveniles at the juvenile detention center.  The 5 

services to be provided are ongoing educational 6 

services at the center, five days a week, Monday 7 

thru Friday.  The vendor will assess each child's 8 

basic educational skills in reading, writing, and 9 

arithmetic and provide guidance and awareness of 10 

further educational and occupational 11 

opportunities. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions 13 

from the legislators? 14 

 (No verbal response.)  15 

 I see you, Ms. Mereday.  Ms. Mereday.  16 

Three minutes. 17 

 MS. MEREDAY:    Metta J. Mereday, 18 

Baldwin.   19 

 I circled this one, in terms of reading 20 

the synopsis on this.  I had questions with 21 

regard to the aspects of the training, and now 22 

that I know, with more information, that it's 23 

focusing on the juvenile detention center, I'm 24 

even more concerned about what are the aspects of 25 
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this training, does it include any cultural 2 

awareness, sensitivity dynamics, and family 3 

orientation.  Again, I don't know anything about 4 

this organization.  I'm hoping that since all of 5 

you are making the decision about this 6 

organization and their interaction with our 7 

troubled young people that you might have an idea 8 

of who the principles are of this company, what 9 

is their background, what is the makeup?  Is it 10 

diverse?  Is it inclusive?  That sort of thing.  11 

And I was less than three minutes. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you very 13 

much.  We appreciate it. 14 

 Is there anything that you would like to 15 

add? 16 

 MR. SHANK:  It is a not-for-profit agency 17 

in Nassau County.  It has dealt with the youth 18 

for many years.  It has had such things as foster 19 

care services and non-secured detention 20 

facilities in the past as well. 21 

 The agency is -- this is a mandated 22 

services and the state regulations mandate 23 

exactly what they're supposed to be doing.  This 24 

is strictly for the educational services as a 25 
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child would have if they were in a public school. 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you very 3 

much. 4 

 MS. MEREDAY:   Can I finish?  I'm still 5 

within my three minutes. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Ms. Mereday, is 7 

this going to be a back-and-forth?  It really is 8 

not the -- I can't give you the answers to the 9 

questions that you are asking. 10 

 MS. MEREDAY:   But I do have a right to 11 

put it on public record, if I have concerns as a 12 

taxpayer. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   You may put it on 14 

public record.  Let's not take advantage. 15 

 MS. MEREDAY:   Thank you very much, 16 

Presiding Officer.  I would like to ask again, in 17 

terms of getting more detail before anything pops 18 

up in Newsday.  Again, my focus, because we're 19 

talking about our impressionable young people.  20 

And as the gentleman ascertained, if they were 21 

not in trouble or in some kind of incident, they 22 

would already be in public school, and we're 23 

paying high enough taxes for our school 24 

districts.  So I am still concerned about what 25 
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type of organization is working with these young 2 

people?  What is their success rate?  The 3 

mandates, law, all of that, I got it.  But I'm 4 

talking about what is their success rate?  What 5 

is the graduation rate of the students that are 6 

participating in this program?  What is the job 7 

placement rate?  That is what I want to know.  8 

And I would like to think that you would want to 9 

know that since you are representing our 10 

interests. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  Would you 12 

like to add anything to your comments, sir? 13 

 MR. SHANK:   The juveniles that are in 14 

the center are short-term; they are not there for 15 

perhaps a whole semester.  These are juveniles 16 

placed by the court pending disposition of cases. 17 

 The department has had, for the last 18 

several years, an effort to keep children out of 19 

the juvenile detention center.  And, in fact, the 20 

next item up is one of those agreements that do 21 

provide some of those other services. 22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you very 23 

much.  24 

 All those in favor of E-69 signify by 25 
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saying aye. 2 

 (Aye.) 3 

 Any opposed? 4 

 (No verbal response.)  5 

 Any abstentions? 6 

 (Abstain.) 7 

 The item passes four-zero-three. 8 

 I'm going to go back to the item that we 9 

tabled earlier, which is B-5, if I'm correct. 10 

 Motion to un-table B-5? 11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   So moved. 12 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Second. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 14 

Legislator Nicolello, seconded by Legislator 15 

Dunne. 16 

 All those in favor of un-tabling B-5 17 

signify by saying aye. 18 

 (Aye.) 19 

 Any opposed? 20 

 (No verbal response.)  21 

 The item is un-tabled. 22 

 Who do we have, Mr. May? 23 

 MR. MAY:   We have Mr. Jeff Lindgren from 24 

DPW. 25 
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 MR. LINDGREN:  Good afternoon.  Please 2 

excuse my tardiness. 3 

 This contract is between Nassau County 4 

and Eldor Electrical Contract.  It's to rebuild 5 

traffic signals along Roslyn Road.  We will also 6 

be upgrading the size of the signal heads, the 7 

pedestrian facilities, and the communications 8 

back to the traffic management center in 9 

Westbury.  It's approximately $3.9 million with 10 

an 80 percent federal subsidy. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator 12 

Jacobs. 13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Mr. Lindgren, a 14 

question.  You said Roslyn Road. I believe it 15 

reads it's Middle Neck Road. 16 

 MR. LINDGREN:  I apologize.  That's 17 

another one, yes.  My apologies.  That's Middle 18 

Neck Road and Lakeville Road; you're correct. 19 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   I just wanted to 20 

verified for the record. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any other 22 

questions or comments from the legislators? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 There being none; all those in favor of 25 
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B-5 signify by saying aye. 2 

 (Aye.) 3 

 Any opposed? 4 

 (No verbal response.)  5 

 The item - any abstentions? 6 

 (Abstain.)  7 

 Four-zero-three.  8 

 Now we'll go back to the next item, which 9 

is E-70, a resolution authorizing the county 10 

executive to execute a personal services 11 

agreement between the County of Nassau, acting on 12 

behalf of the Department of Social Services, and 13 

Family and Children's Association, Inc. 14 

 Motion, please? 15 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 16 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 18 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 19 

Nicolello. 20 

 Yes, sir. 21 

 MR. SHANK:   Ed Shank, Nassau County 22 

Probation Department. 23 

 This agreement is funding comprehensive 24 

and coordinated services, including evidenced-25 
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based family intervention and respite housing for 2 

youths in lieu of detention in the juvenile 3 

detention center.  It provides for counseling and 4 

community-based supervision services including, 5 

but not limited to:  counseling, case management, 6 

family support and crisis intervention for youths 7 

and their families with an emphasis on the 8 

Hempstead and Uniondale communities. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions or 10 

comments from the legislators? 11 

 (No verbal response.)  12 

 There being none; all those in favor of 13 

E-70 signify by saying aye. 14 

 (Aye.) 15 

 Any opposed? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 Any abstentions? 18 

 (Abstain.) 19 

 Four-zero-three.  20 

 Thank you, Mr. Shank. 21 

 MR. SHANK:   Thank you. 22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   The next item is 23 

E-71, a resolution authorizing the county 24 

executive to execute an amendment to a personal 25 
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services agreement between the County of Nassau, 2 

acting on behalf of the County Department 3 

Information Technology, and Quest Computer 4 

Products, Inc. 5 

 Motion, please? 6 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 7 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Second. 8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 9 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator Kopel. 10 

 Mr. May, who do we have? 11 

 MR. MAY:   We have Mr. David Rich from 12 

TPVA. 13 

 MR. RICH:    Good afternoon.  David Rich, 14 

Assistant Executive Director of Nassau County 15 

Traffic and Parking Violations Agency. 16 

 The amendment before you is to keep 17 

ongoing maintenance for our current information 18 

technology solution.  The application was 19 

installed back in 1995, so in order to keep the 20 

application up and running, we need the 21 

maintenance. 22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions or 23 

comments from the legislators? 24 

 (No verbal response.)  25 
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 There being none; all those in favor of 2 

E-71 signify by saying aye. 3 

 (Aye.) 4 

 Any abstentions? 5 

 (No verbal response.)  6 

 Any nays? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 VOICES:   Abstain. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I just said any 10 

abstentions. 11 

 Four-zero-three. 12 

 Thank you. 13 

 I am going to block a group of contracts 14 

because of the same service that's being 15 

provided, and they are:  E-72, E-73, E-74, E-75, 16 

E-78, E-79, and E-80. 17 

 Motion, please? 18 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So moved. 19 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Second. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 21 

Legislator Kopel, seconded by Legislator Dunne. 22 

 Anyone here to speak on these items?  Mr. 23 

Rich, are you going to speak on these items?  24 

They all have to do with TPVA.  25 
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 MR. RICH:   Yes.  Dave Rich, Nassau 2 

County Traffic and Parking Violations Agency. 3 

 The seven contracts that are in front of 4 

you for one annual contract for our judicial 5 

hearing services for our judicial hearing 6 

officers. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator 8 

Nicolello. 9 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   I know some of 10 

the names on here are very well established 11 

individuals - attorneys, judges, etcetera - and I 12 

have no issue with them being administrative 13 

review officers or judicial hearing officers.  14 

Just a basic question.  Is there any sort of 15 

evaluation process that they go through after 16 

they've been serving for a while?  Do you go back 17 

and see what the comments were from the litigants 18 

or anything like that? 19 

 MR. RICH:   No.  No. 20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   I guess if you're 21 

not receiving anything negative then they 22 

continue on? 23 

 MR. RICH:   Any negative complaints would 24 

be filed with the district court - I forget the 25 
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title.  It used to be Judge Marano, it would be 2 

filed with him, any complaints.  It would be over 3 

and above our agency. 4 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Thank you. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any other 6 

comments or questions? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 There being none; all those in favor of 9 

the various personal agreements - E-72, 73, 74, 10 

75, 78, 79, and 80 - the first 72, dealing with 11 

Daniel Carter; 73, Stephanie Kaurman; 74, John 12 

O'Shea; 75, James Tini; 78, Kenneth Diamond; 79, 13 

Joseph Calabrese; 80, Alan S. Mathers - all those 14 

in favor of those items that were just called 15 

signify by saying aye. 16 

 (Aye.) 17 

 Any opposed? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 Any abstentions? 20 

 (No verbal response.)  21 

 Okay.   22 

 We're going back to E-76, a resolution 23 

authorizing the county executive to execute a 24 

personal services agreement between the County of 25 
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Nassau on behalf of the Board of Elections and 2 

All American Van Lines. 3 

 Motion, please. 4 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 5 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Second. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 7 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator Kopel. 8 

 Mr. May, who do we have? 9 

 MR. MAY:  I don't see anybody from the 10 

Board of Elections here, so I'm just going to 11 

take a stab at this one. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay. 13 

 MR. MAY:   This is a contract for the 14 

trucking services for the voting machines and 15 

election materials for the 2016 election. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I don't know if 17 

you're going to be able to answer any questions, 18 

but I'm going to ask are there any questions? 19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We don't have any 20 

questions.  Actually, I wanted to say welcome 21 

back, Mr. May. 22 

 MR. MAY:   Thank you very much. 23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I know you're 24 

here for a brief time. 25 
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 MR. MAY:   I appreciate it. 2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I just want to - 3 

I remember a contract - oh, Mr. Nedelka is here.  4 

I was going to say I do remember a contract like 5 

this a couple of weeks ago. 6 

 MR. NEDELKA:   Right.  We have three 7 

contracts for truckers for the transporting of 8 

election equipment from the Board of Elections to 9 

the various poll sites around the county.  Two 10 

weeks ago we had one, that was some information 11 

that needed to be attached, so we have one that's 12 

on the table for today.  This one, All American, 13 

is the third of those contracts, they have the 14 

bulk of the routes for the county. 15 

 We've been using All American for several 16 

years.  We're absolutely ecstatic with their 17 

service.  They always come in with a good, 18 

reasonable price, and the county gets a good bang 19 

for the buck with the service. 20 

 The Board of Elections controls the 21 

entire process, from concept to contract, with 22 

the truckers.  Everything is done in a bipartisan 23 

manner.  The bid specs are put together using the 24 

forms the county has for consistency, but when 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  37 Rules Committee – 4-11-16 

the bids come in they are locked up in a dual-2 

locked cabinet so neither one side or the other 3 

can get at the material without the other side 4 

being present.  So everything here is above 5 

board, completely transparent.  As a result of 6 

doing that, we were able to add a new vendor this 7 

year through some competitive bidding. 8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I have a 9 

question. 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Minority Leader. 11 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Mr. Nedelka, when 12 

you came and gave a presentation a couple of 13 

weeks back, I believe that item was tabled. 14 

 MR. NEDELKA:   One of them was sir, yes.  15 

What happened was originally we sent the 16 

documents through, and two of the documents came 17 

back looking for additional information.  18 

Actually, those two we got.  The one that was 19 

tabled had not been sent back for the 20 

information.  We thought it wasn't required but 21 

it turned out that that one slipped through the 22 

cracks when it came back from one of the other 23 

agencies.  So we cured that problem by getting 24 

that document modified, and that's the one that's 25 
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going to come off the table earlier - that's 2 

Nuzzi Brothers.  All American is a new ad. 3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Gotcha.  And this 4 

is for the primary next Tuesday. 5 

 MR. NEDELKA:   Right.  Starts with the 6 

primary April 19.  It will cover the June 28 7 

federal primary, the September 13 state and local 8 

primary, the general election, and then we have, 9 

built into this, as we have for the last few 10 

years, two one-year additional extensions, which 11 

we will opt on unless we feel we can get a better 12 

price by rebidding earlier. 13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay.  And this 14 

process, I know you said it but I just want to 15 

make sure I hear you right.  This process was 16 

handled by the Nassau County Board of Elections. 17 

 MR. NEDELKA:   Right.  Everything is 18 

cleared through both the democratic and 19 

republican commissioners, up to and including the 20 

sign off on the awards after they've been 21 

analyzed. 22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank you. 23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any other 24 

questions or comments from the legislators? 25 
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 (No verbal response.)  2 

 There being none; all those in favor of 3 

E-76 signify by saying aye. 4 

 (Aye.) 5 

 Any opposed? 6 

 (No verbal response.)  7 

 The item passes. 8 

 Any abstentions? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 The item passes seven to zero. 11 

 Moving along. 12 

 E-82, a resolution authorizing the county 13 

executive to execute a personal services 14 

agreement between the County of Nassau, acting on 15 

behalf of the Nassau County Traffic and Parking 16 

Violations Agency and Top Key Court Reporting, 17 

Inc. 18 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So moved. 19 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Second. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 21 

Legislator Kopel, seconded by Legislator Dunne. 22 

 Who do we have here? 23 

 MR. RICH:   Dave Rich, Nassau County 24 

Traffic and Parking Violations Agency, Assistant 25 
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Executive Director. 2 

 This contract is a three year contract 3 

for stenographer services for our hearings and 4 

trials. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any comments or 6 

questions for Mr. Rich? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 There being none; all those in favor of 9 

E-82 signify by saying aye. 10 

 (Aye.) 11 

 Any opposed? 12 

 (No verbal response.)  13 

 Any abstentions? 14 

 (Abstain.) 15 

 Four-zero-three. 16 

 The next item is E-83, a resolution 17 

authorizing the county executive to execute a 18 

personal services agreement between the County of 19 

Nassau, acting on behalf of the Department of 20 

Social Services, and Family and Children 21 

Association Inc. 22 

 Motion, please? 23 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 2 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 3 

Nicolello. 4 

 MR. SHANK:   Ed Shank, Nassau County 5 

Probation Department. 6 

 This contract is also with the Family and 7 

Children's Association.  It is also for juvenile 8 

supervision and treatment services for juveniles.  9 

It does provide for community-based supervision, 10 

including, but not limited to:  counseling, case 11 

management, family and support, crisis 12 

intervention for youth and their families with an 13 

emphasis, again, on the Hempstead and Uniondale 14 

communities.  This is for a different period than 15 

the previous one that was voted on earlier. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions or 17 

comments for Mr. Shank? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 There being none; all those in favor of 20 

E-83 signify by saying aye. 21 

 (Aye.) 22 

 Legislator Solages. 23 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Thank you very 24 

much, Presiding Officer. 25 
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 Good afternoon. 2 

 MR. SHANK:   Good afternoon. 3 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Let me just be 4 

clear here.  The period for which this contract 5 

provides for, has that period of time passed 6 

already? 7 

 MR. SHANK:   Yes, it has.  The 8 

appropriation for the grant wasn't done until 9 

December of last year, that's why this is being 10 

done at this time.  The paperwork for the -- this 11 

one is entirely funded by the State Office of 12 

Children and Family Services, and the grant 13 

funding was only adopted by the legislature in 14 

December of 2015, so I could not put this through 15 

until that was done. 16 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   The State 17 

Legislature? 18 

 MR. SHANK:   No.  The County Legislature, 19 

appropriating the funds as a supplemental.  It 20 

was Item 519-15 on the December 21 calendar.  21 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Were there issues 22 

during the contracting process?  I'm trying to 23 

understand.  This is an ongoing service. 24 

 MR. SHANK:   It is an ongoing service.  25 
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This was originally a bifurcated contract with 2 

the county portion provided by human services in 3 

the past.  The probation had picked up with the 4 

state funding subsequent to that.  The one that 5 

was voted on earlier, all of the funding was in 6 

the same agreement. 7 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Okay.  Thank you 8 

very much. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   And now for the 10 

vote on E-83. 11 

 All those in favor of E-83 signify by 12 

saying aye. 13 

 (Aye.) 14 

 Any against? 15 

 (No verbal response.)  16 

 Any abstentions? 17 

 (Abstain.) 18 

 Four-zero-three. 19 

 MR. SHANK:   Thank you. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you, Mr. 21 

Shank. 22 

 E-84, a resolution authorizing the county 23 

executive to execute an amendment to a personal 24 

services agreement between the County of Nassau, 25 
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acting on behalf of the Nassau County Police 2 

Department and Motorola Inc. 3 

 Motion, please? 4 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 5 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 7 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 8 

Nicolello. 9 

 I see we have Lieutenant behind you. 10 

 LIEUTENANT STEPHANOFF:   Good afternoon.  11 

Lieutenant Greg Stephanoff.  I have with me 12 

Deputy Inspector Robert Torres from our support 13 

services sections. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Welcome.  What 15 

are you going to tell us about this one? 16 

 E-84-16 is a contract amendment to move a 17 

radio tower for the Eighth Precinct community 18 

center, which is the second precinct south.  19 

We're going to build a new building for the 20 

Eighth Precinct community center, and it requires 21 

moving the radio tower to accommodate the 22 

building. 23 

 To give you a history.  Back in 2004, we 24 

had a decision to change our radio system.  We 25 
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had a 1982 radio system that was UHF frequency, 2 

and we were given, from the FCC, a 500 megahertz 3 

band to operate on.  So we upgraded our radio 4 

system from the UHF to the 500 megahertz band.  5 

Because at the time with the UHF we were also 6 

sharing the UHF with New Jersey so it made it 7 

difficult to expand, we had limited resources on 8 

that system, and it was basically an outdated 9 

system. 10 

 Back in July of '04 we put an RFP out for 11 

the new radio system.  We asked for proposals to 12 

design, install, and implement a new public 13 

safety land radio mobile system on the police 14 

department's recently acquired 500 megahertz 15 

frequency that would guarantee 97 percent 16 

portable radio on-street coverage and 95 percent 17 

in-building coverage, along with inter-18 

operability with local villages and city police 19 

agencies and Nassau County's DPW system, 20 

including 71 fire districts. 21 

 Proposals were received from two 22 

nationally recognized firms in the business - 23 

Motorola and M/A Com, were the two companies that 24 

submitted proposals.  There was a cost evaluation 25 
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and technical evaluation team that was put 2 

together.  The two teams were made up of 3 

different members operating independently of each 4 

other.  The teams included members of the Nassau 5 

County Police Department, the County Department 6 

of Public Works, the Police Benevolent 7 

Association, and village police departments.   8 

 After an exhausting five month process, 9 

which included oral presentations and written 10 

clarifications from both vendors, the cost 11 

evaluation team and technical evaluation team 12 

submitted final reports to the contract selection 13 

committee, which also included representatives of 14 

the County Police Department, the County 15 

Department of Public Works, and the Police 16 

Benevolent Association.   17 

 By unanimous vote, Motorola was chosen to 18 

implement this new radio system that we currently 19 

have in place today. 20 

 The item before you is a CA to move, like 21 

I said, the existing radio tower, which is a 22 

radio and data tower - it transmits data to the 23 

MDTs and it also transmits radio systems to the 24 

police radio units in the police cars - to a new 25 
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location to accommodate the new building, the new 2 

construction.  This will include a new tower, 3 

which will be 25 feet higher than the current 4 

tower, which will be able to accommodate future 5 

expansion of the new system as new technology 6 

comes out.  We will also be including a temporary 7 

housing of the equipment in a shelter while the 8 

building is going on so we will have full 9 

functionality of our radio system and our data 10 

MDT system.  Once the building is fully built and 11 

the room is prepared for the new radio equipment, 12 

this contract amendment will also include moving 13 

the equipment from the temporary shelter over to 14 

the new building for a permanent hookup. 15 

 There will be no diminished coverage 16 

before, during, or after the building is 17 

complete.  This new tower and the new equipment, 18 

at a cost of $636,158 will be from the capital 19 

plan. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator Dunne. 21 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    The location of the 22 

temporary shelter is where?  Do you have a 23 

location for that? 24 

 MR. TORRES:  Next to the new tower.  The 25 
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new tower is going to go up. 2 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Same site? 3 

 MR. TORRES:  Same site, yes.  Right next 4 

to the new tower.  It's just temporary until the 5 

building is complete, and then we can move it 6 

into the permanent structure. 7 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    What part has OEM 8 

played in this?   9 

 MR. TORRES:   OEM wasn't a component of 10 

this.  It's physically just the current tower is 11 

in the footprint of the new building, so we just 12 

physically had to move the tower out of the way.  13 

The tower is actually moving about 75 to 80 feet. 14 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    That's all this is, 15 

just moving the tower and putting a new tower in. 16 

 MR. TORRES:   Yes. 17 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Thank you. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any other 19 

questions or comments?  Legislator Jacobs. 20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Yes.  Could I just 21 

ask you one question?  I know, because we have a 22 

large tower at the Second Precinct but it's not 23 

near any residences.  When this new construction 24 

is finished and the tower is permanently placed 25 
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near it, you said there's a difference of maybe 2 

75 feet to where it is now.  Does that bring it 3 

closer to the residences that are there? 4 

 MR. TORRES:   It actually brings it 5 

further away.  Right now the current tower is on 6 

the north side of the site. 7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Right. 8 

 MR. TORRES:   It's actually going to come 9 

more toward the center of the site.  It's 10 

actually going to come away from it. 11 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Okay.  Thank you. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   There being no 13 

other questions or comments; all those in favor 14 

of E-84 signify by saying aye.  15 

 (Aye.) 16 

 Any opposed? 17 

 (No verbal response.)  18 

 Any abstentions? 19 

 (Abstain.) 20 

 The item passes four-zero-three.  21 

 Thank you very much. 22 

 LIEUTENANT STEPHANOFF:   Thank you. 23 

 MR. TORRES:   Thank you. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   The next item is 25 
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E-86, a resolution authorizing the county 2 

executive to execute an amendment to a personal 3 

services agreement between the County of Nassau, 4 

acting on behalf of the Nassau County District 5 

Attorney's Office and Precise Court Reporting 6 

Services. 7 

 Motion, please? 8 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So moved. 9 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 11 

Legislator Kopel, seconded by Legislator 12 

Nicolello. 13 

 And we have? 14 

 MR. MCMANUS:   Bob McManus, District 15 

Attorney's Office.   16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Welcome. 17 

 MR. MCMANUS:   Good afternoon.  The 18 

District Attorney's Office is required by law to 19 

provide transcripts of our grand jury proceedings 20 

to defendants and their counsel upon request.  21 

This is an extension of an existing agreement 22 

that was the result of a formal RFP and 23 

competitive bidding process.  This vendor was 24 

selected during that process, and we wish to 25 
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continue the agreement because the vendor's 2 

performance has been very satisfactory. 3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions of 4 

Mr. McManus? 5 

 (No verbal response.)  6 

 There being none; all those in favor of 7 

E-86 signify by saying aye. 8 

 (Aye.) 9 

 Any opposed? 10 

 (No verbal response.)  11 

 Any abstentions? 12 

 (No verbal response.)  13 

 It passes unanimously. 14 

 Thank you very much, Mr. McManus. 15 

 The next item is E-87, a resolution 16 

affirming to a special counsel contract entering 17 

into by the Nassau County Attorney and Vecchione, 18 

Vecchione & Connors, LLP. 19 

 Motion, please? 20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   So moved. 21 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Second. 22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 23 

Legislator Nicolello, seconded by Legislator 24 

Dunne. 25 
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 Mr. Locurto. 2 

 MS. LOCURTO:   Good afternoon, Presiding 3 

Officer and legislators.  This is a contract for 4 

legal services.  It was the result of a request 5 

for proposals to provide legal services to 6 

represent the county before the New York State 7 

Worker's Compensation Board.  As stated, they 8 

will represent the county at the board.  They 9 

will provide legal counsel and advice.   10 

 This particular firm was selected in the 11 

RFP process because they provided the lowest bid 12 

and also because of the quality of their service 13 

and their extensive experience and knowledge 14 

specifically in worker's compensation claims and 15 

defenses for other municipalities. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions or 17 

comments for Ms. Locurto? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 There being none; all those in favor of 20 

E-87 signify by saying aye. 21 

 (Aye.) 22 

 Any opposed? 23 

 (Nay.)  24 

 Any abstentions? 25 
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 (No verbal response  2 

 I'm going to assume it's seven nothing.  3 

It's unanimous.  I didn't hear anything.  It's 4 

four-zero-three.  Just four-three, period. 5 

 The next one is E-88, a resolution 6 

authorizing the county executive to execute a 7 

personal services agreement between the County of 8 

Nassau, acting on behalf of the Medical Examiner, 9 

and Dr. Peter Farmer. 10 

 Motion, please? 11 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 12 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 14 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 15 

Nicolello. 16 

 And we have? 17 

 MR. TEMPESTA:   Good afternoon, Madam 18 

Presiding Officer, Legislators.  Kim Tempesta, 19 

Medical Examiner's Office.  The item before you 20 

is for us to renew our contract for a forensic - 21 

neuro-forensic psychologist.  We vitally depend 22 

on his services in helping to determine cause and 23 

manner of death.  This is actually going into the 24 

third year renewal on a five-year contract. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator Kopel. 2 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So, does the county 3 

not employ dedicated pathologists who do this 4 

kind of function?  Do we not have anyone in-house 5 

or is there just not enough demand for it, or 6 

what? 7 

 MS. TEMPESTA:   This is actually a sub-8 

sub specialty in pathology, in the field of 9 

pathology.  This is Manor from Heaven.  Dr. 10 

Farmer is Manor for Heaven for us.  He's rare.  11 

We are very lucky to have him in our catchment 12 

area.  He lives just miles from our agency. 13 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   He's a neuro-14 

pathologist, is that what it is?  And how often 15 

is there call for that? 16 

 MS. TEMPESTA:   Regularly.  Actually, all 17 

the babies that present to us get the full 18 

workup, including a neuropathologist workup.   19 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Are you looking for 20 

shaken baby or that sort of thing? 21 

 MS. TEMPESTA:   He's there to investigate 22 

any of the natural diseases of the brain - 23 

cancer, Alzheimer's, stroke victims. 24 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So there's a fairly 25 
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heavy demand. 2 

 MS. TEMPSESTA:   Yes. 3 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   And what you're 4 

saying is there are no people available for full 5 

time. 6 

 MS. TEMPESTA:   That is correct.  He's 7 

been with us for 35 years.  We have reached out - 8 

if there is anyone willing to do this, and there 9 

really is no one willing to do this.  We are very 10 

fearful of what's going to happen when this man 11 

decides to retire. 12 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Okay.  Let's make 13 

sure he doesn't, I guess.  Okay. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Minority Leader. 15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I'm sorry.  I 16 

didn't catch your name. 17 

 MS. TEMPESTA:   Kim Tempesta, Deputy 18 

Medical Examiner from Administration. 19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Good.  I'm 20 

reading from your memo that you sent to, I guess 21 

it was Deputy County Attorney Mary Norey 22 

(phonetic). 23 

 MS. TEMPESTA:   Yes. 24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Where you had 25 
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specified that - the same that you had specified 2 

on the record - that Dr. Farmer's credentials and 3 

obviously this being something about as close as 4 

you're going to get to a sole source just because 5 

of his expertise and his abilities and his 6 

willingness.  We just wanted to confirm, you 7 

know, within the catchment area, you don't see 8 

any other. 9 

 MS. TEMPESTA:   Absolutely not. 10 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay.  All right.  11 

Thank you very much, Ms. Tempsta. 12 

 MS. TEMPESTA:   Tempest, with an A.  13 

Tempesta. 14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank you. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   There being no 16 

other comments; all those in favor of E-88 17 

signify by saying aye. 18 

 (Aye.) 19 

 Any opposed? 20 

 (No verbal response.)  21 

 Any abstentions? 22 

 (No verbal response.)  23 

 It's seven-nothing.  It's unanimous.  24 

Thank you very much. 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  57 Rules Committee – 4-11-16 

 Thank you, Ms. Tempesta. 2 

 The next item is E-89, a resolution 3 

authorizing the county executive to execute an 4 

amendment to a personal services agreement 5 

between the County of Nassau acting on behalf of 6 

the Nassau County Medical Examiner and Robert 7 

Wass. 8 

 And you're back again. 9 

 Motion, please? 10 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 13 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 14 

Nicolello. 15 

 Ms. Tempesta. 16 

 MS. TEMPESTA:   Once again, we do have 17 

need for the sub-sub specialty.  Mr. Wass brings 18 

to us a level of expertise that's very rare and 19 

very uncommon.  We've reached out within our 20 

regional partners to see if there is anyone like 21 

him.  As it turns out, Suffolk County ME's office 22 

does use him when need arises.  And we have had a 23 

need to use him in the past, three times since we 24 

actually entered into a contract with him.   25 
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 This is just for renewal off of his 2 

contract.  He is there to investigate all sorts 3 

of casualties involving marine, pool, or 4 

electrical failures.  So, once again, we are here 5 

before you to seek approval to renew his 6 

contract. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Minority Leader. 8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank you.  Thank 9 

you, Madam Presiding Officer. 10 

 Just again, I just want to cover through 11 

the skill sets here again. 12 

 Is this very similar to Dr. Farmer, where 13 

you see this as a sole source contract because of 14 

the catchment area as well or are there other 15 

individuals that can provide this service, 16 

similar to what Mr. Robert Wass does? 17 

 MS. TEMPESTA:   I've been in healthcare 18 

close to 30 years, and this is the first of my 19 

learning of this sub-sub specialty.  He is not an 20 

MD.  He actually is someone who has carved out 21 

this niche in investigating casualties that have 22 

to do with electrical equipment failure, scuba 23 

dive equipment failure, any marine types of 24 

casualties.  They are very uncommon.   25 
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 We did reach out to our regional 2 

partners, other Office of Medical Examiner 3 

offices, and no one had anything compared to what 4 

he offers us.  He came highly recommended from 5 

the Suffolk County ME's office, and we have had 6 

no problem heretofore with his reports, analysis 7 

and investigations; they are very thorough and 8 

comprehensive.  We just don't know where to look 9 

outside of him. 10 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay.  Thank you. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   There being no 12 

other questions; all those in favor of E-89 13 

signify by saying aye. 14 

 (Aye.) 15 

 Any opposed? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 Abstentions? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 It's seven to zero. 20 

 Thank you, Ms. Tempesta. 21 

 MS. TEMPESTA:   Thank you. 22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   The next contract 23 

is E-90, a resolution authorizing the county 24 

executive to execute an amendment to a personal 25 
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services agreement between the County of Nassau, 2 

acting on behalf of the Nassau County Office of 3 

Management and Budget, and AJ Consulting 4 

Services, LLC. 5 

 Motion, please? 6 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 9 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 10 

Nicolello. 11 

 Who do we have? 12 

 MR. CONKLIN:   Good afternoon.  Steve 13 

Conklin from the Budget Office. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Welcome. 15 

 MR. CONKLIN:   This is a contract 16 

amendment to extend the term with AJ Consulting 17 

through the end of 2016.  The total dollar amount 18 

payable under the contract would not be 19 

increased.  We are looking to extend the term of 20 

the contract since the vendor, among other 21 

things, continues to help the budget office 22 

analyze the county's tax receipts and is 23 

assisting us in conversations with the state on 24 

that topic.  If at the end of this year we feel 25 
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we still need these services, we'd go out with a 2 

new RFP. 3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions or 4 

comments?   Legislator Jacobs. 5 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Hi.  I was wondering 6 

if I could ask you something.  Why can't the OMB 7 

staff do this type of work, or can they? 8 

 MR. CONKLIN:   We can, but it is kind of 9 

a unique task.  The information that we receive 10 

from the state is a database just of vendors - 11 

like 5,000 lines to database.  It is difficult to 12 

get into conversations with the state on this 13 

topic.  Some of the employees at AJ Consulting, 14 

they have extensive experience working with the 15 

state.  One of their new employees, Michelle 16 

Cummings, who joined the company in 2015 worked 17 

for the New York State Department of Taxation and 18 

Finance, so she is very helpful in those 19 

conversations with the state.  Again, this is not 20 

a topic that's easy to get a lot of information.  21 

They have been very valuable assisting in those 22 

discussions with the state. 23 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Let me ask you this.  24 

It says here that perhaps, as you go forward, 25 
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when this actually expires, this particular 2 

contract, you may choose not to renew or you have 3 

that ability?  What would make it happen?  What 4 

would you need in OMB to make this part of the 5 

daily existence of OMB? 6 

 MR. CONKLIN:   When we first entered into 7 

this contract a few years ago, it was really to 8 

help the budget office with the multi-year plan 9 

process, the 2012-2015 multi-year plan.  They've 10 

been helping us with other topics; this is just 11 

the new topic that they've been helping us with.  12 

They've helped us with different budget 13 

initiatives, looking where to have on expenses, 14 

increased revenues.  It's my understanding that 15 

they've helped in negotiations with employee 16 

contracts, labor union contracts.  This is not 17 

the only thing that they've been helping us on, 18 

but this is a more recent initiative that they've 19 

been helping us with.  It's not their only focus. 20 

 Again, if at the end of this year we need 21 

help in this area or other areas, at that time 22 

we'd go out with a new RFP.  But it is possible 23 

if, at that point, we feel we don't need any more 24 

assistance in this regard. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Let me ask you a 2 

question just for my own information.  Would this 3 

be equivalent to what PFM was a number of years 4 

ago? 5 

 MR. CONKLIN:   We still have a contract 6 

with PFM.  I mean, it's in the area of finance.  7 

PFM, really where their expertise is is helping 8 

us when we go to the market to bonds.  This firm, 9 

as I said, they have a lot of experience working 10 

in governments, where PFM has experience with 11 

clients and governments but they've worked in the 12 

city and the state and so on. 13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Thank you. 14 

 MR. CONKLIN:   You're welcome. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   There being no 16 

other questions or comments; all those in favor 17 

of Contract E-90 signify by saying aye. 18 

 (Aye.) 19 

 Any opposed? 20 

 (No verbal response.)  21 

 Any abstentions? 22 

 (Abstain.) 23 

 Four-zero-three. 24 

 MR. CONKLIN:   Thank you. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you. 2 

 The next contract is E-91, a personal 3 

services agreement between the County of Nassau, 4 

acting on behalf of the Nassau County Department 5 

of Parks, Recreation and Museums, and the 6 

Atlantic Wind Symphony, Inc. 7 

 Motion, please? 8 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 9 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 11 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 12 

Nicolello. 13 

 Ms. Krieb. 14 

 MS. KRIEB:   Good afternoon.  Eileen 15 

Krieb from the Parks Department. 16 

 This is a special service contract for 17 

Atlantic Wind Symphony, who performs traditional 18 

19th Century brass ensembles, concerts at Old 19 

Bethpage Village, which enhances all of our 20 

programs during the entire year.  It's funded 21 

through hotel/motel funding. 22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator 23 

Nicolello. 24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   I just have a 25 
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quick question.  Do you know about how many times 2 

they play at Old Bethpage? 3 

 MS. KRIEB:   It's on Exhibit A.  I think 4 

it's about 25 times.  They mix it up between six 5 

piece and 12. 6 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Great.  Thank 7 

you. 8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   There being no 9 

other questions or comments; E-91, all those in 10 

favor signify by saying aye. 11 

 (Aye.) 12 

 Any opposed? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 Any abstentions? 15 

 (Abstain.) 16 

 Four-zero-three. 17 

 Now, we do have several items that will 18 

be untabled.  I will call a motion to untable the 19 

items, but I will then call each one separately. 20 

 Motion to untable E-5, E-49, E-54, and E-21 

57.  A motion to untable, please? 22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   So moved. 23 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Second. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 25 
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Legislator Nicolello, seconded by Legislator 2 

Dunne. 3 

 All those in favor of untabling those 4 

items signify by saying aye. 5 

 (Aye.) 6 

 Any opposed? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 Those items are untabled. 9 

 The first one is E-5, a personal services 10 

agreement between the County of Nassau, acting on 11 

behalf of the Nassau County District Attorney's 12 

Office, and Fund for the City of New York Center 13 

for Court Innovation. 14 

 Motion, please?  I'm sorry.  I don't need 15 

a motion; I just untabled. 16 

 MR. MCMANUS:  Bob McManus, District 17 

Attorney's Office.  18 

 The Fund for the City of New York, Center 19 

for Court Innovation is a partnership between New 20 

York State Unified Court System and the Fund for 21 

the City of New York.  The Center has an ongoing 22 

formal contractual relationship with the unified 23 

court system, and functions as its research and 24 

development arm.  The Fund for the City of New 25 
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York works with counties on this project 2 

throughout the state.  The organization itself 3 

has worked with New York State courts now for 15 4 

years. 5 

 This particular agreement is to provide 6 

and supervise a full-time dedicated resource 7 

coordinator for the new Nassau County adolescent 8 

part.  The purpose of this program is to ensure 9 

that adolescents, ages 16 and 17, receive the 10 

benefit of appropriate services to reduce the 11 

likelihood that they will be trapped in a cycle 12 

or reoffending.  This program is open to youth 13 

that have committed misdemeanors and non-violent 14 

felonies. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any comments or 16 

questions from the legislators?  Legislator 17 

Kopel. 18 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Good afternoon. 19 

 MR. MCMANUS:   Good afternoon. 20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Is this similar to 21 

54-16, the Hempstead item on Family and 22 

Children's Association? 23 

 MR. MCMANUS:   No, sir.  It's a separate 24 

item. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   I know it's a 2 

separate item.  I said similar.  If it's a 3 

similar kind of program. 4 

 MR. MCMANUS:   This is a much smaller 5 

program than the other program.  I guess you 6 

could say it's similar, except that this 7 

particular program is only for 16 and 17 years 8 

olds, where the other program is for adults and 9 

children, both. 10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So what kind of 11 

services?  This is only for misdemeanors. 12 

 MR. MCMANUS:   That's correct, sir. 13 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   And only non-violent; 14 

would that be right? 15 

 MR. MCMANUS:   That is exactly right. 16 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   They have been doing 17 

this for? 18 

 MR. MCMANUS:   This has been about two 19 

years now since this program began. 20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   And what have been 21 

the results? 22 

 MR. MCMANUS:   We feel the results have 23 

been good.  I don't have any statistics today to 24 

demonstrate the results.  But the program has 25 
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been very successful, in terms of diverting 2 

youthful offenders into programs to prevent their 3 

recurring of criminal activity. 4 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   In other words, how 5 

much is this costing? 6 

 MR. MCMANUS:   Excuse me? 7 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   How much will this 8 

cost? 9 

 MR. MCMANUS:   This particular item, one 10 

second please.  This is $96,743 of forfeiture 11 

funds. 12 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So you are 13 

recommending that we move forward based upon a 14 

gut feeling? 15 

 MR. MCMANUS:  No, sir.  I didn't say a 16 

gut feeling. 17 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Forgive me; I put 18 

words in your mouth.  I agree. In other words, a 19 

few weeks ago we asked for statistics on that 20 

other program, E-54, and they were supplied to us 21 

on the results, in terms of the prevention of 22 

recidivism.  And you don't have anything at all? 23 

 MR. MCMANUS:   In terms of statistics? 24 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Yes. 25 
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 MR. MCMANUS:   I'm checking the backup. 2 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   I really wish, you 3 

know, that when these things are brought to us, 4 

at least I'm speaking for myself, I'd like to 5 

hear why.  When I say why I mean why are we 6 

spending this money, are we getting something for 7 

it, and why do you think so? 8 

 MR. MCMANUS:  What would you like us to 9 

provide, sir? 10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Rates.  Success rate. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Mr. McManus, I 12 

think he's looking for a success rate. 13 

 MR. MCMANUS:  Okay. 14 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   In other words, that 15 

other program showed that they came back with 16 

some statistics to the effect that there was, I 17 

believe, a 17 percent differential in the 18 

recidivism rate between those who participated in 19 

the program and those who did not.  That's the 20 

kind of thing I'd be interested in hearing. 21 

 Does everyone participate in this 22 

program?  Is it a voluntary thing?  How does that 23 

work? 24 

 MR. MCMANUS:   No, sir.  It's basically, 25 
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as I said, 16 and 17 year olds who have -- 2 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   No.  I meant among 3 

the 16 and 17 year olds, do all of these people 4 

participate?  Is participating in the program 5 

mandatory?  How do you select? 6 

 MR. MCMANUS:   I have that for you.  All 7 

cases involving 16 and 17 years old charged with 8 

misdemeanors and, in certain cases, non-violent 9 

felonies are assigned to the adolescent part.  10 

Each defendant is then required to have a 11 

validated assessment by probation, using the 12 

youth assessment screening instrument.  The 13 

research coordinator, which is what this 14 

agreement is for, reviews each assessment and 15 

makes a recommendation to the court regarding 16 

appropriate treatment or alternative referrals. 17 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   We're doing it for 18 

two years.  The City of New York, I'm assuming, 19 

has been doing it for far longer. 20 

 MR. MCMANUS:   No, sir.  This program is 21 

relatively new statewide.  They may have had 22 

similar programs, but the youth adolescent 23 

program is a relatively new program throughout 24 

the state. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   And who are the 2 

people who are selected to actually provide this 3 

guidance?  What are their credentials, their 4 

qualifications? 5 

 MR. MCMANUS:    As I had said, the Fund 6 

for the City of New York - are you referring to 7 

the - 8 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   I guess so.  In other 9 

words, that's just a name and doesn't mean 10 

anything to me. 11 

 MR. MCMANUS:   They have a contractual 12 

arrangement with the New York State Unified Court 13 

System and the Fund for the City of New York, 14 

which is the administrative arm of the courts 15 

within the City.  The Center, meaning the vendor 16 

here, has an ongoing formal contractual 17 

relationship with the Unified Court System and 18 

functions as its research and development arm. 19 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   In other words, the 20 

people that are employed by this outfit, who are 21 

they and what are their qualifications? 22 

 MS. MCMANUS:  What are their what? 23 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   The qualifications of 24 

the people who actually are in the field who are 25 
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actually doing this work, who are actually 2 

meeting with these youngsters. 3 

 MR. MCMANUS:  In terms of the 4 

qualifications of the individuals that work 5 

there, I don't have that information available 6 

for you. 7 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   I would assume that 8 

this outfit should have this information plus the 9 

statistics.  I would imagine that they would have 10 

all that. 11 

 MR. MCMANUS:   They will have the 12 

information regarding the qualifications.  I'm 13 

sure that we have statistics that we can provide 14 

to you. 15 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   I would like to see 16 

both and would like to see that whenever you 17 

come. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Mr. McManus, 19 

would you please get that information to us?  And 20 

the other question I have is how many students, I 21 

should say adolescents, are enrolled in this 22 

program at any given time? 23 

 MR. MCMANUS:   Yes, ma'am.  I'd be happy 24 

to get that information for you as quickly as 25 
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possible. 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I would 3 

appreciate that, and Mr. Kopel would. 4 

 Legislator Jacobs. 5 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Yes.  I just wanted 6 

to clarify something, make sure I'm reading this 7 

correctly.  This is a 100 percent grant from the 8 

state?  9 

 MR. MCMANUS:   It's forfeiture funds. 10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Forfeiture funds.   11 

 MR. MCMANUS:   Yes. 12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Okay.  So it's not 13 

out of the operating or anything like that? 14 

 MR. MCMANUS:   Absolutely not. 15 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Okay.  And this is 16 

the, I assume the state decided to go this way 17 

because this is the recommendation now, in the 18 

21st Century, to try to avoid repeat offenders 19 

with young people. 20 

 MR. MCMANUS:   Yes, ma'am, I would say 21 

that.  Yes. 22 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Thank you very much. 23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   There being no 24 

other comments; all those in favor of -- Ms. 25 
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Mereday, please. 2 

 MS. MEREDAY:   Meta Mereday, Baldwin, New 3 

York.  Again, when I read about this resolution I 4 

had a spark of hope, but of course that was 5 

dashed.  My concern had to do with any part of 6 

this funding or process being utilized for the 7 

veteran's court, or do we still have a veteran's 8 

court in Nassau County?  A lot of the 9 

conversation today has been addressing at-risk 10 

youth, adolescents in trouble, and that sort of 11 

thing.  We are continuing to allocate a lot of 12 

funding and resources, notwithstanding that might 13 

be the need, but I have yet to really see 14 

anything in-depth, or comprehensive, or 15 

alternative, or collaborative that's addressing 16 

the rising issues.  If we look at Lackland Air 17 

Force Base, Fort Hood, etcetera, what is 18 

happening within our veteran community and in our 19 

own community - we have had veterans who have 20 

committed suicide in our own jails.   21 

 I'm still concerned that we are getting 22 

state funding and we are getting federal funding 23 

and we, as a county, not just we as a country, 24 

but we, particular as a county, continue to fail 25 
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to address the diverse needs of our veterans, and 2 

particularly with regard to the veteran's court, 3 

that I haven't heard or seen anything about, so 4 

for all I know it could have started up and just 5 

gone extinct. 6 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    District Attorney 7 

Kathleen Rice instituted the courts when they 8 

first came about, so they do have an - our courts 9 

do have the veteran's court. 10 

 MS. MEREDAY:   I was a part of that.  And 11 

one of the problems with the court, as it 12 

pertained to Nassau County, is that it was not 13 

inclusive of issues derived from DPW and DUI.  I 14 

was a part of the advocacy group that put that 15 

court in process.  Unfortunately, Nassau County, 16 

or whoever within Nassau County, deemed it unwise 17 

to include the aspect of the DUI and the DWI, 18 

which is the largest concern that is impacting 19 

our returning veterans. 20 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Okay.  Ms. Mereday, 21 

we will look into that.  Mr. McManus, is there 22 

any response you can give to us on that or no? 23 

 MR. MCMANUS:   I know that - I concur 24 

that those individuals were not included in the 25 
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program. I know that was a definite decision made 2 

by our office.  But in terms of explaining the 3 

rationale behind it, I don't really have that 4 

information. 5 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    I know the other 6 

counties had it included, and maybe the new 7 

district attorney may include it.  Maybe we'll 8 

look into that, Ms. Mereday.   9 

 Thank you for bringing that to our 10 

attention. 11 

 MS. MEREDAY:  Okay. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   There being no 13 

other questions or comments; all those in favor 14 

of E-5 signify by saying aye. 15 

 (Aye.) 16 

 Any opposed? 17 

 (Nay.) 18 

 The item passes six to one.  19 

 Thank you, Mr. McManus. 20 

 MR. MCMANUS:   Thank you. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Mr. McManus, we 22 

still would like that information.  Okay? 23 

 MR. MCMANUS:    Yes. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you very 25 
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much. 2 

 E-49, a personal services agreement 3 

between the County of Nassau, acting on behalf of 4 

the Nassau County Department of Human Services, 5 

Office of Mental Health, Chemical Dependency and 6 

Development Disabilities Services, and Psch, Inc. 7 

 Motion, please?  I’m sorry.  We don't 8 

need a motion, it was untabled. 9 

 Who is going to speak on this? 10 

 MR. HALL:   Brian Hall, Human Services. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  So what 12 

are you going to tell us? 13 

 MR. HALL:   This is a contract between 14 

Human Services and PSCH.  It's to provide 15 

comprehensive mental health services for mentally 16 

disabled adults, children, and their families 17 

residing in the county.  It's 100 percent grant 18 

funded by New York State.   19 

 This vendor was picked by New York State 20 

Department of Mental Health and assigned to us. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Minority Leader. 22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    How are you, sir? 23 

 MR. HALL:   Good. 24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    The last time 25 
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this was before us it was tabled, and I don't 2 

know if you would be able to share some light on 3 

it.  I thought it was tabled because of New York 4 

State Comptroller DiNapoli's report, which 5 

specified that there was found that the not-for-6 

profit received $150,000 in reimbursements from 7 

the State Office of Mental Health for 8 

inappropriate expenses, including almost 11,000 9 

for alcohol at a two-day executive board retreat 10 

in Montauk; that was part of the comptroller's 11 

report.  I was wondering if you had any light to 12 

shed on the vendor's point of view from the 13 

particular incidents that were raised in the 14 

report. 15 

 MR. HALL:   We've been in touch with the 16 

state, and as of this point now, we haven't 17 

received any further direction, other than the 18 

fact that they had assigned this vendor to us 19 

through the county.  We don't pick.  Some of 20 

these vendors are just given to us automatically 21 

by the state.  The state gives a state aid 22 

letter.  We appropriate the money and give it out 23 

to the agencies who are assigned.  We are like a 24 

go between. 25 
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 At this point, we haven't received 2 

anything from the New York State Department of 3 

Mental Health changing anything, even though 4 

we're aware of what you brought up.  We have been 5 

in touch with the state asking them if they had 6 

any reason to go back on this plan, and so far we 7 

haven't received anything. 8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I understand it's 9 

100 percent New York funded program; however, it 10 

just brings to light the 1.6 million expenses 11 

that were claimed by the agency, according to the 12 

consolidated fiscal report put together by the 13 

New York State comptroller.  It just seems like a 14 

lot of these expenses were not allowable 15 

expenses.  According to the report also, it 16 

specified that almost 98,000 were duplicate, 17 

inappropriate, or unsubstantial charges.  I just 18 

don't see why we would enter into, even though I 19 

know it's 100 percent funded, I just don't see 20 

why we would enter into a contract with an entity 21 

that has this looming over them, according to the 22 

comptroller's report. 23 

 MR. HALL:   Well, I'll be honest with 24 

you.  We've been in touch with them over the last 25 
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several days trying to get something from them, I 2 

guess to sign off saying that they are aware of 3 

these problems and they still want to give us the 4 

money, but we haven't been able to receive 5 

anything with those exact wordings. 6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    You're saying 7 

they; they meaning the state or the agency? 8 

 MR. HALL:   The Department of Mental 9 

Health, New York State Department of Mental 10 

Health.  An ideal thing would have them say we're 11 

aware of what's going on with the comptroller's 12 

office and we still want to give you the funds, 13 

we still want you to give the funds out, or we no 14 

longer want to do it.  At this point, now we 15 

haven't been able to receive that secondary 16 

letter letting us know which way to go.  So far 17 

we are going on the -- they're just giving us the 18 

letter giving us the okay to give the money at 19 

this point. 20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    So they're giving 21 

you a letter indicating that we should go 22 

forward? 23 

 MR. HALL:   They are not acknowledging 24 

the comptroller's report in their letter at this 25 
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point. 2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    And you brought 3 

the comptroller's report to their attention. 4 

 MR. HALL:   Yes. 5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    And their 6 

response is? 7 

 MR. HALL:   There has not been a 8 

response.  The ideal response would be we're 9 

aware of the comptroller's report but we still 10 

want to give you the money or we want to pull it 11 

back; we haven't been able to either one at this 12 

point. 13 

 We are still back with the original 14 

letter telling us they'll give the money, and 15 

that's as far as they've gone with us at this 16 

point. 17 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Excuse me one 18 

second. 19 

 I just think that seems to be, on the 20 

state's part, very dangerous, to be able to not 21 

give the county some level of confidence.  This 22 

entity could very well be working with the 23 

comptroller to explain some of the things that 24 

are in that report.  Without us knowing it -- 25 
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Madam Presiding Officer, I'm just curious with 2 

this was untabled because it doesn't sound to me 3 

that the county has -- at the request of the 4 

department.  Oh. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Let me ask you a 6 

question.  Are you finished, Minority Leader? 7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Yes, I am.  Thank 8 

you. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I have a 10 

question.  And the question is what would be the 11 

ramifications if we did not pass this item today? 12 

 MR. HALL:   I guess the ideal thing would 13 

be if we can get a letter from them solving this 14 

one way or the other. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Just again, to 16 

clarify.  The vendor was selected by the state 17 

not by us. 18 

 MR. HALL:   Yes.  Not by us.  That's 19 

correct. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I hate to do 21 

this.   Possibly by the end of the day we can 22 

revisit it.  I'm going to call for a motion to 23 

table it. 24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   So moved. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Second. 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 3 

Legislator Nicolello, seconded by Legislator 4 

Kopel. 5 

 All those in favor of tabling E-49 6 

signify by saying aye. 7 

 (Aye.) 8 

 Any opposed? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 The item is tabled.  By the end of the 11 

day we can untable it if you come back with 12 

additional information. 13 

 MR. HALL:  I'll be honest with you.  I do 14 

not see the state getting me a letter by the end 15 

of the day telling me --  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Well, you know 17 

what?  I need to know.  I know that the 18 

commissioner was very anxious to see this item 19 

passed today.  Perhaps maybe she can come down 20 

later on and make the case for this item. 21 

 MR. HALL:  Okay. 22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Right now we 23 

tabled it. 24 

 MR. HALL:  Okay. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   It's still here. 2 

 MR. HALL:  Okay. 3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you very 4 

much. 5 

 MR. HALL:   Okay. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   The next item is 7 

E-50, a personal -- I'm sorry -- E-54, a personal 8 

services agreement between the County of Nassau, 9 

acting on behalf of the Nassau County District 10 

Attorney's Office, and Office of Family and 11 

Children's Association. 12 

 Motion, please?  I don't need a motion.  13 

I keep forgetting.  It's untabled. 14 

 Mr. McManus. 15 

 MR. MCMANUS:   I also have the pleasure 16 

of being accompanied by Assistant District 17 

Attorney Dana Boyland, who is the director of re-18 

entry initiative and youth development 19 

programming for the district attorney's office to 20 

answer questions that you might have. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Can you shed some 22 

light on this particular agreement, please? 23 

 MR. BOYLE:   Good afternoon.  I'll start 24 

by giving you some background as to what COTA, 25 
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Counsel of Thought and Action does and what it 2 

hopes to accomplish. 3 

 It is a community initiative focused on 4 

prevention, intervention, and re-entry.  It also 5 

provides alternative to incarceration prosecution 6 

option. 7 

 The target community for our COTA 8 

initiative are really all community members who 9 

need help with criminalgenic concerns.  And what 10 

I mean by that is that there are certain factors 11 

that research has established will often play a 12 

role in your involvement in the criminal justice 13 

system - lack of housing, under education or lack 14 

of education, under employment or lack of 15 

employment, chemical dependency, etcetera; those 16 

are all known criminalgenic factors.  Community 17 

members who are in need of services or resources, 18 

to help them through those issues, are the 19 

communities that we focus on. 20 

 A large percentage of the people, 90 21 

percent or above, are folks who have been 22 

involved in the criminal justice system, no 23 

surprise there, and they actually do have those 24 

needs and we work with them to connect them to 25 
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the resources needed to prevent recidivism, 2 

promote community safety, all of which have a 3 

nexus to law enforcement. 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions or 5 

comments?  Legislator Kopel. 6 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   And I see that you've 7 

supplied us with some statistics over here as 8 

well on this case. 9 

 MS. BOYLE:   Yes, sir. 10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   I’m satisfied with 11 

this this time, and I commend you on that.  I 12 

would like to encourage the administration, 13 

seriously, every time you bring us something 14 

where we have to spend money, and I don't care 15 

where it's funded from, this is what you need to 16 

do.  You need to give us the information telling 17 

us why this is a good way to spend money. 18 

 I'm satisfied with this one. 19 

 MS. BOYLE:   Thank you, sir.  Duly noted. 20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   I'm not dissatisfied 21 

with the last one, in terms of the value of it.  22 

But I just don't have enough information and 23 

that's why I voted against it.  24 

 Thank you. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Minority Leader. 2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Ms. Boyle, it's 3 

been researched in our backup that the business 4 

history form and the principal questionnaire form 5 

are not in the backup; are you aware of that? 6 

 MR. BOYLE:   I'll defer to Mr. McManus on 7 

that. 8 

 MR. MCMANUS:   They were provided, Mr. 9 

Abrahams.  Later, after the contract was 10 

submitted we submitted that information, and I 11 

have copies of it here that I will be happy to -- 12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    If you don't 13 

mind. 14 

 MR. MCMANUS:   Not at all. 15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    If we can just 16 

take a quick look at it. 17 

 MR. MCMANUS:   Certainly. 18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Madam Presiding 19 

Officer, would that be okay?  We haven't seen it.  20 

If we can just take a quick look before we take 21 

the vote that would be helpful.  I'm asking for 22 

30 seconds to take a quick look.  We just need to 23 

take a look to make sure all the questions were 24 

answered, and then we'll be happy to take the 25 
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vote. 2 

 Our counsel has advised us it looks fine. 3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  Therefore, 4 

at this point, we'd be in order to move E-54.  5 

All those in favor signify by saying aye. 6 

 (Aye.) 7 

 Any opposed? 8 

 (No verbal response.)  9 

 Any abstentions? 10 

 (No verbal response.)  11 

 It's all yes?   12 

 VOICES:   Yes. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   The last contract 14 

is E-57, a resolution authorizing the county 15 

executive to execute an amendment to a personal 16 

services agreement between the County of Nassau, 17 

acting on behalf of the Nassau County Department 18 

of Parks, Recreation and Museums, and Ed Moore 19 

Advertising, Inc. 20 

 Ms. Krieb, do you have anything to 21 

enlighten us with or are we already enlightened? 22 

 MR. KRIEB:   Eileen Krieb, Department of 23 

Parks. 24 

 This is merely an amendment to an 25 
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existing contract for an additional funding of 2 

$25,000 for advertising and media promotion for 3 

programs that were developed toward the end of 4 

the year and were going to implement in the 5 

beginning of 2016. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Minority Leader. 7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Ms. Krieb, is 8 

this past work?  Our backup indicates this was 9 

over on March 31, 2016. 10 

 MR. KRIEB:   The contract started.  It 11 

was signed by the vendor in December.  It took a 12 

while to get to this level.  It was for programs, 13 

such as summer camp and the skating rinks that 14 

they brought on -- 15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    So the contract 16 

that they signed in December was for a contract 17 

that they started the work on April 1, 2015? 18 

 MR. KRIEB:   No, no.  We have a contract 19 

already existing.  This is just an amendment to 20 

bring more money into the contract. 21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Alright.  So let 22 

me make sure I understand it.  Basically, our 23 

backup, the term of the agreement is April 1, 24 

2015 to March 31, 2016.  They signed the 25 
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contract, you're saying -- 2 

 MS. KRIEB:  December 15.  The amendment, 3 

not the contract. 4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    The amendment in 5 

December 2015 for April 1, 2016 going forward. 6 

 MS. KRIEB:  They signed the amendment in 7 

December.  The amendment is for January 2016 to 8 

March. 9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Something is not 10 

tying out.  My backup doesn't indicate anything 11 

about January.  It indicates April 1. 12 

 MS. KRIEB:    Do you have the amendment 13 

document?  It says on behalf of January -- 14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We will pull the 15 

contract.  In our backup notes it indicates the 16 

period of the term. 17 

 MS. KRIEB:   The term isn't changing; 18 

it's just the amount of money that we're adding 19 

to it. 20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    So what is the 21 

term? 22 

 MS. KRIEB:   The term is exactly what 23 

you're saying, April 1, 2015 to March 2016, but 24 

all the money has been spent as of December '15 25 
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so we amended it for just the amount of money.  2 

We didn't do anything with the term. 3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    That's the term 4 

that I have here. 5 

 MS. KRIEB:  Yes.  Your term is correct.  6 

We're just adding money to the contract. 7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I understand.  8 

But are we basically approving money for the 9 

contract for the period that has already passed? 10 

 MS. KRIEB:   Being that we're in April, 11 

you mean?  Yes.  It happened the first quarter of 12 

this year. 13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    But the contract 14 

originated a year ago. 15 

 MS. KRIEB:  But the contract went through 16 

until March 31, 2016. 17 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I'm saying it was 18 

originated - 19 

 MS. KRIEB:   April 1, 2015. 20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    It commenced on 21 

April 1, 2015. 22 

 MS. KRIEB:   Correct.  So the last 23 

quarter of the contract we didn't have funding. 24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    What's the 25 
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December? 2 

 MS. KRIEB:   The amendment to this 3 

contract for the money was signed by the vendor 4 

in December. 5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    And that 6 

amendment is for what term?  What period? 7 

 MS. KRIEB:  It had nothing to do with the 8 

term.  The term still stays with the original 9 

agreement, which goes to March 2016.  All I'm 10 

doing is increasing it from 100 to 125.   11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator Kopel. 12 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So, if I understand 13 

correctly, you've essentially already spent this 14 

money and now you're coming for approval. 15 

 MS. KRIEB:  We spend the initial $100,000 16 

that was -- 17 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   No.  The additional 18 

money that you're looking to add today, that's 19 

already spent. 20 

 MS. KRIEB:   Yeah, because of the time it 21 

took to get to the calendar.  It was spent 22 

January through March 2016. 23 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Here's what I don't 24 

understand.  Shouldn't you be coming to us to get 25 
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money, additional money before you spend it, 2 

before you need it? 3 

 MS. KRIEB:   Correct.  We should. 4 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   I'm sorry? 5 

 MS. KRIEB:  Theoretically, yes.  But as I 6 

said, the vendor signed this amendment in 7 

December and it didn't get calendared until now, 8 

so it's been circulating for a while. 9 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   The vendor signed it 10 

in December.  When was it given to the vendor? 11 

 MS. KRIEB:   In December, the amendment. 12 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   It was first given to 13 

the vendor in December. 14 

 MS. KRIEB:   The amendment was given to 15 

the vendor. 16 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   The amendment, I 17 

understand.  The work was already -- 18 

 MS. KRIEB:  It hadn't been done in 19 

December. 20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Essentially, isn't 21 

this really just going ahead and doing work 22 

without asking us or awarding money without 23 

asking us? 24 

 MS. KRIEB:  We were seeking approval but 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  95 Rules Committee – 4-11-16 

the programs we were advertising, like the summer 2 

camp, it's timing.  It had to be out early. 3 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   You didn't know about 4 

these things in October or September?  Were these 5 

a surprise? 6 

 MS. KRIEB:   No, they were just new 7 

programs.  The skating rinks and those type of 8 

things, if we don't promote them it doesn't -- 9 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   I’m sorry.  That's 10 

not my question.  I'm sorry.  You didn't know 11 

that these things would be needed back when there 12 

was time to come to us first and ask us? 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Mr. May, do you 14 

want to address that comment?  Because I don't 15 

want to.  I could but I don't want to. 16 

 MR. MAY:   This is my second day back, so 17 

I guess it's okay to start beating me up here. 18 

 I'm sorry.  The question is what exactly, 19 

Legislator Kopel? 20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   The question is the 21 

services -- what you're doing is you're coming to 22 

us asking for retroactive authorization after 23 

you've already gone ahead and spent money. Isn't 24 

that going backwards? 25 
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 MR. MAY:  Yes, chronologically that is 2 

going backwards.  It looks like the vendor signed 3 

it, if I'm reading this right, November 12, 2015, 4 

it was received by I guess the department later, 5 

probably in December, like Ms. Krieb is saying, 6 

and it started the circulation process February 7 

1.  Since it was on the table, I have to imagine 8 

it was in for the Rules Committee meeting in 9 

March.  For whatever reason it was tabled in 10 

March.  It could have been approved -- 11 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Shouldn't it have 12 

been in the Rules Committee in January or 13 

December? 14 

 MR. MAY:  Sure.  It could have been.  15 

Processing time alone is going to take a month.  16 

In an ideal world, yes, it would have been here 17 

in December. 18 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Forgive me.  Maybe I 19 

am trying to give you a hard time, I don't know. 20 

 MR. MAY:   That's fine. 21 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   We're looking for an 22 

ideal world, aren't we?  We have a job here, 23 

which is to authorize money before you spend it. 24 

 MR. MAY:  Correct. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   And over here you've 2 

gone ahead and spent it and now you're coming for 3 

authorization.  It's not an emergency.  It's not 4 

even something that you wouldn't have known about 5 

several months earlier. 6 

 MR. MAY:  I really can't speak to the 7 

timing issues.  It certainly seems like the 8 

contract was sent out to the vendor timely to get 9 

an amendment completed, and for whatever reason 10 

the internal processing took a while. 11 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   The amendment, 12 

shouldn't we authorize actually the amendment 13 

before it's signed? 14 

 MR. MAY:   I'm sorry? 15 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Shouldn't we actually 16 

have not authorized only the money but the actual 17 

signing of the amendment? 18 

 MR. MAY:   No, not by the vendor. 19 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So it has not yet 20 

been signed by the county. 21 

 MR. MAY:   Not at all. 22 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Okay. I understand. 23 

 MR. MAY:   If you guys vote this down 24 

nothing gets paid. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Okay. 2 

 MR. MAY:   We're still coming to you for 3 

authorization.  Nothing is happening without your 4 

approval. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   This is not being 6 

paid until we approve the amendment; correct? 7 

 MR. MAY:   Correct.  Yes.  The additional 8 

money that is part of this amendment would only 9 

be authorized when you guys, as a body, approve 10 

the contract, and then it still, I believe, has 11 

to go to NIFA at this point since this contract 12 

is -- I think the total amount is 125,000.  This 13 

is going to end up going to NIFA anyway.  If you 14 

approve it, it then goes to NIFA, and if they 15 

approve it then it gets executed by the county, 16 

and then these individuals can get paid or this 17 

company can get paid.   18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator 19 

Nicolello. 20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Is there any sort 21 

of procedure or system in place to track this 22 

type of thing?  Money is being spent, certainly 23 

not an emergency item, it's advertising - to 24 

track the spending of money to make sure it's not 25 
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going on when the approval is not in place? 2 

 MR. MAY:   The larger answer to that 3 

question is we have been working on a 4 

computerized or digitized contract routing 5 

process that once it goes live should really 6 

reduce the amount of time it takes for a contract 7 

to go from start to finish.  So when the vendors 8 

sends us back a contract in November, which would 9 

be sort of timely for these services and this 10 

payment, it would much more quickly propagate to 11 

the Rules Committee so that the issue that we're 12 

having here wouldn't happen. 13 

 I understand exactly what you're saying.  14 

And, yes, we're working towards a system where 15 

none of this would happen.  This is obviously not 16 

our ideal scenario for a contract or contract 17 

amendment.  We want everything in place prior to 18 

work being commenced. 19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   We understand 20 

that there are certain services that the county 21 

provides that are more of an emergency nature and 22 

needed for basic functioning.  This is 23 

advertising.  It's kind of difficult to swallow 24 

that we now have to approve this advertising 25 
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after the fact. 2 

 MR. MAY:  I certainly appreciate the 3 

frustration of the body on this.  But Ms. Krieb 4 

is also telling me that there was some of the 5 

additional disclosure forms that were required 6 

last session, which is why this was tabled in the 7 

first place.  That documentation process was new.  8 

These are all obviously excuses and we don't want 9 

to be continuing these practices.  So to the 10 

extent that I can apologize for this not being as 11 

timely as everyone would prefer, I am, and we are 12 

working to address those issues systematically. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator Dunne. 14 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Just to put it in 15 

some proper perspective. 16 

 The advertising for the skating rink and 17 

other venues that became available, became 18 

available late in the year so you had to add 19 

25,000 to the 100,000.  So it's not 125,000 that 20 

we're voting on, just the 25,000 we're voting on 21 

right now. 22 

 MR. MAY:   Correct. 23 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    That's because the 24 

additional venues became available and you can 25 
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put the camps in there and you need to advertise 2 

for it.  Actually, it's just catch-up work.  It's 3 

not really a big failure of the system, it just 4 

got caught up in the timely elements. 5 

 MR. MAY:   Right.  I wouldn't 6 

characterize this as a failure of a system.  It's 7 

just more symptomatic of the existing system that 8 

we're working to streamline and really take care 9 

of.  Obviously, this is not something that we're 10 

happy about. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any other 12 

comments? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 There being none; here we go.  All those 15 

in favor of E-57 please signify by saying aye. 16 

 (Aye.) 17 

 Any opposed? 18 

 (Nay.) 19 

 It goes down.  I think it's two to five.  20 

That's it.  It's down. 21 

 MR. MAY:   I'm sorry.  That was three to 22 

four? 23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   No.  It's two for 24 

and five against. 25 
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 MR. MAY:   Two for and five against? 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   It's two for and 3 

five against.  It's down.  It went down. 4 

 MR. MAY:   Right.  Yeah.  Right.  Okay.  5 

Right.  Yes. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I didn't say 7 

anything.  I did vote for it.  But I will tell 8 

you right now, there is no reason why, after 9 

several months, that we should be asked to vote 10 

on an amendment that could have come to us three 11 

months ago.  And I don't know where the problem 12 

is, but I'm not going to believe it was in parks.  13 

I have to believe that it goes through the system 14 

after parks brings it to us.  And so I think 15 

maybe we better get our ducks in a row and 16 

hopefully make sure that something like this 17 

doesn’t happen again. 18 

 I guess the vendor is going to be out 19 

$25,000 unless we put it before them again.  But 20 

let me tell you something, it must be done, the 21 

process must be correct.  We just can't wait 22 

four, five months before we submit it here.   23 

 So, please, on behalf of the residents in 24 

this county, we owe it to them to be diligent 25 
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about these contracts that are coming to us, and 2 

I think we're trying to do that.  It's very 3 

difficult to vote against projects that are in 4 

the park system that benefits most of our 5 

residents here in Nassau County, but it has to be 6 

done in the right way. 7 

 MR. MAY:   Absolutely. 8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   It could have 9 

been a zero to seven. 10 

 MR. MAY:   If I had the power to change 11 

the timing on this contract I would have.  I 12 

think I'm just taking the medicine today. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I know there's a 14 

lot of paperwork now that's required and often 15 

times there are forms missing and we wait, and 16 

wait and wait until we get the forms.  But you 17 

know what?  The vendors also have to know that 18 

they have to diligent and get the forms to us 19 

ASAP.  When they submit the request then they 20 

should submit all of the forms.  I think we're 21 

clear as to what those forms are at this point. 22 

 MR. MAY:   Yes, absolutely. 23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  You and I 24 

voted for it.  Go ahead. 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  104 Rules Committee – 4-11-16 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Just quickly.  Mr. 2 

May, in my 43 years in Nassau County, I have been 3 

under every administration there's been in 43 4 

years, and from time to time something like this 5 

does come up.  If a simple note would be sent to 6 

the legislative leader, the presiding officer, 7 

saying this is in the works, don't hold it 8 

against us, if somebody would give us a quick 9 

heads up on it, then the reason for the delay 10 

would be a lot easier to explain, because you did 11 

give us a heads up that it is in the process. 12 

 From time to time this has happened.  13 

I've seen it plenty of times.  Not frequent.  14 

Let's make this part of the process then.  This 15 

is going to be late.  Let's get this in right 16 

away.  Get a note to the presiding officer. 17 

 MR. MAY:   Absolutely.  Like I said, 18 

we're really just working to streamline the 19 

entire process. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   We have one 21 

personal services agreement that is also going to 22 

be untabled because we just discovered that the 23 

information that we needed is here, and that's 24 

the personal services agreement E-50.  A motion 25 
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to untable E-50. 2 

 Motion? 3 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 4 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 6 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 7 

Nicolello. 8 

 All those willing - in favor of untabling 9 

E-50 signify by saying aye. 10 

 (Aye.) 11 

 Any opposed? 12 

 (No verbal response.)  13 

 That is untabled. 14 

 E-50 is a personal services agreement 15 

between the County of Nassau, acting on behalf of 16 

the Nassau County Board of Elections and Nuzzi 17 

Brothers Moving Service, Inc. 18 

 Who is going to talk to us about this 19 

item?  You may speak on this item.  I think there 20 

was a missing form, and I believe at this point 21 

everything has been submitted; correct?  Please, 22 

if you want, you can address this particular 23 

personal services agreement. 24 

 MR. NEDELKA:   Yes.  Larry Nedelka from 25 
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the Board of Elections.  This was one of the two 2 

that were up in March.  There was one document, a 3 

section had been accidentally left blank.  It was 4 

called to our attention and we had the vendor 5 

come in right away and fix it.  This is the first 6 

opportunity to have it removed from the table 7 

with this amended form to submit with the rest of 8 

the contract.    9 

 It is a new vendor.  It's the third 10 

vendor we have for voter equipment transportation 11 

to and from the polling places. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  I'm happy 13 

that we're able to do this. 14 

 There are no comments.  I think we'll 15 

agree that the information that was missing has 16 

been given to us.   17 

 All those in favor of E-50 signify by 18 

saying aye. 19 

 (Aye.) 20 

 Any opposed? 21 

 (No verbal response.)  22 

 Any abstentions? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 Guess what?  Thank you, Mr. Nedelka.   25 
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 MR. NEDELKA:   Thank you very much. 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   It passes 3 

unanimously.  4 

 We're going to take a recess.  The next 5 

committee is Public Safety.  We will come back 6 

after the other committees have been able to go 7 

through their agendas, and we will resume the 8 

Rules Committee. 9 

 (Whereupon, the Rules Committee recessed 10 

at 2:53 p.m.) 11 

 (Whereupon, the Rules Committee 12 

reconvened at 5:48 p.m.) 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I'm going to ask 14 

for a motion to suspend the rules. 15 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 16 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Second. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 18 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator Kopel. 19 

 All those in favor of suspending the 20 

rules signify by saying aye. 21 

 (Aye.) 22 

 Any opposed? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 The rules are now suspended. 25 
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 I am going to go through the consent 2 

calendar first.  The testimony from the previous 3 

committees should be incorporated into the Rules 4 

Committee. 5 

 I am going to begin with 100, 101, 103, 6 

104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 7 

114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119, and I believe 8 

that's on the regular agenda.  On the addendum we 9 

have 134, 137, 141, 142, that's it. 10 

 All those in favor of those items that 11 

were just called and went through -- I need a 12 

motion.  13 

 Motion, please? 14 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 17 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 18 

Nicolello. 19 

 All those in favor of those items that 20 

were just called signify by saying aye. 21 

 (Aye.) 22 

 Any opposed? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 Any abstentions? 25 
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 (No verbal response.)  2 

 I would imagine since it's a consent 3 

calendar, it passes unanimously. 4 

 (Whereupon, the following is the minutes 5 

of the April 11, 2016, Health Committee 6 

pertaining to Clerk Items 105, 106, 109, 110, 7 

113, 114, 117, and 118-16.) 8 

 Clerk Item Number 104-16, Number 105-16, 9 

Number 106-16, Number 107-16, Number 109-16, 10 

Number 110-16, Number 113-16, Number 114-16, 11 

Number 117-16, and Number 118-16.  They are all 12 

ordinances supplemental to the annual 13 

appropriation ordinance in connection the 14 

Department of Health. 15 

 May I have a motion, please? 16 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   So moved. 17 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:   Second. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Moved by Legislator 19 

Schaefer, seconded by Legislator Gaylor. 20 

 And we have Ms. Mary Ellen Laurain here. 21 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Good afternoon.  Mary Ellen 22 

Laurain, Department of Health. 23 

 Item 104-16 is a supplemental 24 

appropriation in the amount of $300,000.  This is 25 
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for the immunization action plan.  This is 100 2 

percent funded through New York State Department 3 

of Health, and the mission is to prevent vaccine 4 

preventable diseases. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions from 6 

the legislators? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 Any public comment? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 Number 105. 11 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Number 105-16 is a 12 

supplemental appropriation for the bathing beach 13 

water quality monitoring and notification 14 

program. This is in the amount of $55,355.  This 15 

allows us to conduct beach water quality 16 

monitoring from May through Labor Day. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any comments or 18 

questions from the Legislators? 19 

 (No verbal response.)  20 

 I can't wait to think about beach 21 

weather. 22 

 MS. LAURAIN:   You'll be getting all of 23 

the notifications from me, hopefully not too 24 

many. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any public comment? 2 

 (No verbal response.)  3 

 Okay.  Number 106. 4 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Item 106-16 is a 5 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 6 

$15,238. This is for the sexually transmitted 7 

disease intervention services.  This is an 8 

additional COLA award and is funded through New 9 

York State Department of Health.  The mission is 10 

to prevent the spread of sexually transmitted 11 

diseases. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 13 

comments from the legislators? 14 

 (No verbal response.)  15 

 Any public comment? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 Clerk Item 107. 18 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Item 107-16 is a 19 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 20 

$523,600.  This is for the tuberculosis public 21 

health campaign.  This is 100 percent funded 22 

through New York State Department of Health.  23 

This is for comprehensive services to prevent the 24 

spread of tuberculosis in Nassau County. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 2 

comments from the legislators? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 Any public comment? 5 

 (No verbal response.)  6 

 Clerk Item 109-16. 7 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 109-16 is a 8 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 9 

$155,000.  This is for HIV expanded services 10 

grant, also funded through New York State 11 

Department of Health.  This grant helps those 12 

infected with HIV/AIDS who may not be receiving 13 

medical care. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 15 

comments from the legislators? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 Any public comment? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 Clerk Item 110. 20 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Item 110-16 is a 21 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 22 

$145,955.  This is for drinking water enhancement 23 

program.  This is funded through New York State 24 

Department of Health.  This ensures the safety of 25 
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the 46 water districts in Nassau County. 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 3 

comments from the legislators?  Legislator 4 

DeRiggi-Whitton. 5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I'm just 6 

curious.  With this and with 105, do you have a 7 

regular schedule that you check the beaches and 8 

you check with the water districts?  Is it 9 

monthly or? 10 

 MS. LAURAIN:  105 is the beach monitoring 11 

program. 12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Yeah. 13 

 MS. LAURAIN:  We begin that program, 14 

actually I said May but it's actually April we 15 

begin our surveys.  It's for every permitted 16 

beach in Nassau County.   17 

 The ocean beaches are a little less 18 

because of the amount of water and the volume.  19 

The north shore beaches, we're up there a few 20 

times a week and after heavy rain it may even be 21 

more frequent.  After a half inch of rain we will 22 

advise the beaches that they may not want to 23 

open. 24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   So it's 25 
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safe to say the beaches on the north shore are 2 

checked once at week, at least. 3 

 MS. LAURAIN:   More than once a week.  I 4 

would say, at a minimum, twice a week. 5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay.  And 6 

as far as the water districts go, do we have a 7 

regular schedule with checking the water? 8 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The water districts, we 9 

analyze and review over 200,000 to 300,000 10 

reports annually.  The water districts provide 11 

their own sampling and they must submit it to the 12 

Department of Health for analysis, and then, in 13 

addition, we conduct our own surveillance samples 14 

throughout each district. 15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Do you do 16 

that in a separate lab? 17 

 MS. LAURAIN:  We do that - the water 18 

districts use their own labs, and then we do our 19 

own in our laboratory. 20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay.  21 

Thank you. 22 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any public comment?  23 

Ms. Mereday. 24 

 MS. MEREDAY:   Thank you.  Just in 25 
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reference to the drinking water enhancement, in 2 

light of the activities taking place in Flint, 3 

Michigan, Pennsylvania, Newark, etcetera, and the 4 

fact that we have the issue in Bethpage with the 5 

Grumman plume.  Where can someone get maybe the 6 

information or if there is some type of alert 7 

that the public needs to be aware of ahead of 8 

time.  How has your operation changed in light of 9 

the water crisis that's taking place nationwide? 10 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The water district is 11 

required to immediately provide notification to 12 

their constituents should there be any concern 13 

with the water, whether it be an e-coli or some 14 

type of bacteria.  They are required to do 15 

immediate notification.  And we are very 16 

fortunate that we have not had to do that in a 17 

while.  I've been with the department 26 years, 18 

and I can only remember a few times having to do 19 

that, fortunately. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   I know the water 21 

districts will even notify us if, for some 22 

reason, say they're flushing the hydrants or 23 

whatever and it could cause the water to be 24 

discolored.  They notify you even for that.  I 25 
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know they're very, very good about keeping the 2 

residents informed. 3 

 MS. LAURAIN:   And the spring is when 4 

they do flush because in the winter the water 5 

volume is not as much water is used.  Also, all 6 

the water districts are required to provide an 7 

annual drinking water survey to their 8 

constituents; that usually goes out I believe in 9 

May.  I believe it goes out with the water bill. 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Legislator Bynoe. 11 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Thank you, 12 

Chairwoman. 13 

 I have questions along the lines of the 14 

testing and notification to community as well. 15 

 Are the water districts required to 16 

provide you a copy of their notification to 17 

community when there is an issue? 18 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Yes. 19 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I guess my concern is 20 

that -- 21 

 MS. LAURAIN:   To the Department of 22 

Health? 23 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Yes. 24 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Yes. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  My concern is 2 

that out in Lakeview, Malvern, Lynbrook there has 3 

been an ongoing problem regarding iron in the 4 

water and a severe discoloration, quite frankly.  5 

While the Department of Health has stated that 6 

the water is of good quality and can be consumed 7 

and be used by those residents, it's alarming.  8 

It has a significant quality of life issue.  9 

People will not drink that water.  They are, in 10 

fact, going out to buy water to do everything 11 

under the sun, except, obviously, to wash their 12 

clothes because there is no way to add water to 13 

your machine in that way.  But their tiles, their 14 

bathroom fixtures are becoming discolored.  The 15 

expense of spending the money to buy water.  16 

Quite frankly, they're bathing in this water and 17 

they don't feel comfortable. 18 

 I've been in contact with American Water.  19 

I've had a meeting in my community regarding this 20 

issue.  I want to know, number one, why American 21 

Water had not actually reached out to the 22 

community.  If you have proof that they have, I'd 23 

like to have a copy of it. 24 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Iron is not something that 25 
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would require that notification.  Iron, while 2 

it's an aesthetic issue, it doesn't pose a health 3 

concern so that wouldn't be a requirement of the 4 

water.  But the water is safe to drink.  I can 5 

tell you it's much more regulated, highly 6 

regulated.  I drink the water.  Personally, the 7 

bottled water is not regulated the way our tap 8 

water is. 9 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   So you're drinking 10 

the discolored water? 11 

 MS. LAURAIN:  I have.  I drink my tap 12 

water.  I know it's an aesthetic issue for 13 

people.  I agree with them that they shouldn't 14 

have to have discolored water.  I know the water 15 

district is installing an iron filtration system 16 

which should alleviate that.  17 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   That's a good point. 18 

I'm understanding that even for the water that's 19 

been provided to the community in Lakeview that 20 

they are waiting, I guess, an approval from the 21 

Department of Health so for a water filtration 22 

system that they are going to have. 23 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The Department of Health I 24 

believe approved that system in January; I'd have 25 
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to get -- I think you spoke to Mr. Irwin, who is 2 

the Director of Environmental Health. 3 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I believe I did.  And 4 

I received an update from American Water as late 5 

as Friday saying that American Water was waiting 6 

for the Department of Health to make an approval 7 

and they were hopeful that it would arrive by 8 

April 15. 9 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Let me just see if I have 10 

the email of when that was approved. 11 

 The construction of the additional 12 

filters in the Lakeview communities was approved 13 

by the Department of Health January 16, 2016. 14 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Give me one second, 15 

if you wouldn't mind. 16 

 MS. LAURAIN:   But I can certainly have 17 

you speak to Mr. Irwin again about that. 18 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I think that would 19 

probably be best.  I know it's not just the 20 

Lakeview community.  While I'm advocating for 21 

Lakeview in particular, it is -- there are other 22 

areas that are actually affected by this.  I 23 

think the real resolve is to replace the mains, 24 

from what I'm understanding. 25 
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 MS. LAURAIN:   Iron is naturally 2 

occurring in the environment.  I want to say it's 3 

probably ubiquitous in the environment.  You see 4 

it more on the south shore because of the way 5 

Long Island is composed.  You see it much more on 6 

the south shore than you do on the north shore. 7 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   And just for 8 

reference, so that when Mr. Irwin calls, it's 9 

Plant Number 2 and it's the potable iron removal 10 

treatment plant. 11 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The potable water, it is 12 

called - 13 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   And it's awaiting 14 

approval.  That's what's supposed to give some 15 

relief to those families. 16 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Yes.  It will filter it 17 

out.  I know there are other water districts also 18 

installing.   19 

 I spoke to Mr. Irwin this morning about 20 

it, and he did tell me that it was approved on 21 

January 16.  So I will speak to him again, 22 

tomorrow, and have him give you a call. 23 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  Thank you. 24 

 MS. LAURAIN:   You're welcome. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any other 2 

legislators? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 Any other public comment? 5 

 (No verbal response.)  6 

 I believe that was 110. 7 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Yes, 110. 8 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Clerk Item 113-16. 9 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Clerk Item 113-16 is a 10 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 11 

$23,764 for the Adolescent Tobacco Use Prevention 12 

Act.  This is New York State Department of Health 13 

grant funded.  This is an additional COLA award.  14 

Total funding after this award is $320,068.  This 15 

program allows us to conduct certification checks 16 

to tobacco retailers in the county and complies 17 

with the Tobacco 18 Law. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 19 

comments from the legislators? 20 

 (No verbal response.)  21 

 Any public comment?  Ms. Mereday. 22 

 MS. MEREDAY:   I would just want to know 23 

what else is being done.  I wouldn't want to have 24 

to do a research study, but it is clear that 25 
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there is a growth in the percentage of young 2 

people who are smoking cigarettes.  I don't know 3 

if just checking to see who is buying them at the 4 

stores or 7-11 is enough.  I'm just asking is 5 

there something else tied to this program or is 6 

this specifically for this particular aspect? 7 

 MS. LAURAIN:   State grant funds only 8 

allow us to do certain.  Of course, when we go 9 

out and do education, we are health care 10 

providers so we discourage smoking among anybody.   11 

We do have a 96 percent compliance rate.  We 12 

sting all the retailers in the county using 16, 13 

17 year olds. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any other comments? 15 

 (No verbal response.)  16 

 Clerk Item 114-16. 17 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 114-16 is a 18 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 19 

$18,784.  This is for our rabies programs.  This 20 

is New York State Department of Health funded, 21 

and this objective, primary objective is to 22 

prevent the spread of rabies in Nassau County. 23 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 24 

comments from the legislators? 25 
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 (No verbal response.)  2 

 Any public comment? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 I just would like to take a minute and 5 

thank you for the information, notifying myself 6 

and Legislator Schaefer right away in regards to 7 

- I'm sure that many of you saw that there was a 8 

rabid raccoon in the Hicksville community. 9 

 MS. LAURAIN:  I could add to that.  Since 10 

that notification, I believe it was last month 11 

sometime, we have enhanced our surveillance in a 12 

radius of where that animal was found, and we 13 

probably submitted 40 specimens or so to New York 14 

State Department of Health, and thus far all have 15 

been negative.  We're hoping that continues. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Thank you. 17 

 Clerk Item 117-16. 18 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 117-16 is a 19 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 20 

$16,751.  This is for the lead poisoning 21 

prevention grant.  This is a COLA award.  Total 22 

funding after this award is $215,176.  This is 23 

grant funded through New York State Department of 24 

Health.  It is to reduce the prevalence of blood 25 
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lead levels in children. 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 3 

comments from the legislators? 4 

 (No verbal response.)  5 

 Any public comment? 6 

 (No verbal response.)  7 

 Clerk Item 118-16. 8 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 118-16 is a 9 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 10 

$198,425.  This is also for the childhood lead 11 

poisoning prevention grant, the one I just spoke 12 

about.  This is grant funded through New York 13 

State Department of Health. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 15 

comments from the legislators? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 Any public comment? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 Hearing none, we'll vote on Clerk Items 20 

104-16, 105-16, 106-16, 107-16, 109-16, 110-16, 21 

113-16, 114-16, 117-16, and 118-16. 22 

 All those in favor signify by saying aye. 23 

 (Aye.) 24 

 Any opposed? 25 
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 (No verbal response.)  2 

 They move on to Finance. 3 

 (Whereupon, the following is the minutes 4 

of the April 11, 2016, Public Safety Committee 5 

pertaining to Clerk Items 108, 111, 112, and 115-6 

16.) 7 

 The first item to come before this 8 

committee is Item 108-16, an ordinance 9 

supplemental to the annual appropriation 10 

ordinance in connection with the Medical 11 

Examiner's Division of Forensic Services. 12 

 Motion from Vincent Muscarella, seconded 13 

by Denise Ford. 14 

 Mr. May is here. 15 

 MR. MAY:   How are you?  Again.  Again.  16 

I came back for more, both today and globally, I 17 

guess.   18 

 We have Ms. Karen Dooling to speak on 19 

this item. 20 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Thank you very much.  21 

Just a thumb nail sketch of what this is about. 22 

 MS. DOOLING:   Sure.  This is a $7,000 23 

no-match grant from the Division of Criminal 24 

Justice Services.  It will be used for the crime 25 
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lab, for the chemistry department to expand their 2 

services and the ability to test more drugs.  It 3 

will be for supplies and overtime for chemists. 4 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   When you say no match, 5 

it means it's coming from where? 6 

 MS. DOOLING:   New York State, Division 7 

of Criminal Justice. 8 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   It's pass-through money 9 

then. 10 

 MS. DOOLING:  Yep. 11 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Okay.  Any questions 12 

from any of the legislators? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 Any public comment? 15 

 (No verbal response.)  16 

 There being none; all in favor indicate 17 

by saying aye. 18 

 (Aye.) 19 

 Any against? 20 

 (No verbal response.)  21 

 It passes on to Finance. 22 

 The next item to come before us - there 23 

are two items coming. 24 

 111-16, an ordinance supplemental to the 25 
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annual appropriations ordinance in connection 2 

with the Traffic Safety Board. 3 

 In addition, 115-16, an ordinance 4 

supplemental to the annual appropriations 5 

ordinance in connection with the Traffic Safety 6 

Board. 7 

 And we have? 8 

 MR. MISTRON:  Christopher Mistron, Stop 9 

DWI Coordinator, Nassau County. 10 

 For Number 111 -  11 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Motion by Denise Ford, 12 

seconded by Don MacKenzie. 13 

 Chris, it's all yours. 14 

 MR. MISTRON:   Number 111 is a grant.  15 

It's a pass-through grant that comes from the 16 

governor of Traffic Safety Committee to the New 17 

York State Stop DWI Coordinator's Association.  18 

It's called the DWI Foundation Grant.  It's for 19 

special holiday enforcement that is for all the 20 

departments within Nassau County.  Specifically, 21 

we've geared for July 4, Labor Day, Memorial Day, 22 

and some of the departments also do some of the 23 

smaller ones like St. Patrick's Day, which is not 24 

a smaller one.  These are just special holiday 25 
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details for holidays. 2 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Legislator Ford has a 3 

comment.  I thought you wanted to comment on it. 4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:   As always, I thank you 5 

very much.  Honestly, Chris, thank you very much.  6 

I know that these programs are very, very 7 

important.  All too often we're still reading 8 

about people who are dying because of drunk 9 

driving.  I think we had a senior couple, I 10 

guess, further east, where somebody was drinking, 11 

hit a car, and they got hit.  So any effort that 12 

can be made. 13 

 I thank the officers that do stands out 14 

in all kinds of weather, regardless, stopping a 15 

lot of people and just trying to check to make 16 

sure that they are not impaired while they're 17 

driving. 18 

 Thank you. 19 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Any other comments from 20 

any of the legislators? 21 

 (No verbal response.)  22 

 Any public comment? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 There being none; all in favor of 111 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  129 Rules Committee – 4-11-16 

indicate by saying aye. 2 

 (Aye.) 3 

 Any against? 4 

 (No verbal response.)  5 

 It passes unanimously and goes on to 6 

Finance. 7 

 115. 8 

 MR. MISTRON:   115 is for the regular - 9 

I'm sorry.  Was there a motion on that one? 10 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   It's already been 11 

motioned. 12 

 MR. MISTRON:   115 is for the Stop DWI 13 

program itself.  It's a continuous grant program 14 

of sorts from year to year.  It's fully funded 15 

from the fine monies collected for those 16 

convicted of DWI.  It has several components to 17 

it the way in which it is outlined.  The major 18 

one is for enforcement purposes.  Second, monies 19 

are provided to the district attorneys for the 20 

prosecution of DWI specific cases.  Third, we 21 

have monies that are provided to the probation 22 

department for purposes of monitoring those that 23 

are convicted of DWI.  We also have a component 24 

within the program that provides money to drug 25 
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and alcohol for working on rehabilitation 2 

programs with individuals that have been 3 

convicted, as well as administrative education 4 

programs that go into everything from the schools 5 

into the community as well as the administration 6 

of the program. 7 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Any questions from any 8 

legislator? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 Any public comment? 11 

 (No verbal response.)  12 

 There being none; all in favor indicate 13 

by saying aye. 14 

 (Aye.) 15 

 Any against? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 It passes on to Finance. 18 

 The last item for today is Item 112-16, 19 

an ordinance supplemental to the annual 20 

appropriation ordinance in connection with the 21 

District Attorney's Office. 22 

 Mr. McManus. 23 

 MR. MCMANUS:  Thank you.  Bob McManus, 24 

District Attorney's Office. 25 
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 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Motion by Denise Ford, 2 

seconded by Vincent Muscarella. 3 

 My apologies. Go ahead. 4 

 MR. MCMANUS:   The Nassau County District 5 

Attorney's Office has been nominated by the 6 

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 7 

Animals, the ASPCA, to be a recipient of the 8 

fifth annual ASPCA Scholarship Fund Grant Award. 9 

 This grant award will enable one of our 10 

special investigators, someone who is assigned to 11 

animal cruelty cases when they do come up, to 12 

attend the animal care expo in Las Vegas from May 13 

11 through May 14 of this year, to join more than 14 

2,000 animal care experts and law enforcement 15 

professionals from around the globe to learn new 16 

skills and strategies to combat animal abuse and 17 

cruelty and to investigate crimes related to that 18 

issue. 19 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   There is no excuse to 20 

cruelty to animals or cruelty to anything or 21 

anybody. 22 

 Any questions from any of the 23 

legislators?  Yes.  Legislator Bynoe. 24 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Thank you, Chairman 25 
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Dunne.  2 

 One quick question.  Does this cover all 3 

the costs associated with the travel? 4 

 MR. MCMANUS:  It covers the hotel and the 5 

airfare.  I think it depends on the individual.  6 

It's supposed to cover meals, airfare, and 7 

hotels.  If the individual wants to buy souvenirs 8 

or that kind of thing -- let's put it this way.  9 

I'm sure the investigator is going to have to 10 

spend some of her own money.  I think she's very 11 

proud to be a part of this meeting. 12 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  Thank you. 13 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Any other questions? 14 

 (No verbal response.)  15 

 Any public comment? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 There being none; all in favor indicate 18 

by saying aye. 19 

 (Aye.) 20 

 Any against? 21 

 (No verbal response.)  22 

 It passes on to Finance.  23 

 That concludes our committee. 24 

 (Whereupon, the following is the minutes 25 
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of the April 11, 2016, Finance Committee 2 

pertaining to Clerk Items 100, 101, 105, 106, 3 

107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 4 

117, 118, 119, 134, 137, and 142-16.) 5 

 Starting with 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 6 

108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 7 

118, and 119-2016 - these are resolutions to 8 

authorize the transfer of appropriations 9 

heretofore made within the budget for the year 10 

2016; ordinance supplemental to the annual 11 

appropriation ordinance in connection with the 12 

Department of Health, Medical Examiner, Traffic 13 

Safety Board, District Attorney's office, and 14 

Department of Information Technology. 15 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   So moved. 16 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   Second. 17 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Moved by Legislator 18 

Muscarella, seconded by Legislator Walker. 19 

 All these items went through committee 20 

before.  I just ask that the - most of them went 21 

through committee - I just ask that the minutes 22 

be incorporated by reference. 23 

 (Whereupon, the following is the minutes 24 

of the April 11, 2016 Health Committee pertaining 25 
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to Clerk Items 105, 106, 107, 109, 110, 113, 114, 2 

117, and 118-16.) 3 

 Clerk Item Number 104-16, Number 105-16, 4 

Number 106-16, Number 107-16, Number 109-16, 5 

Number 110-16, Number 113-16, Number 114-16, 6 

Number 117-16, and Number 118-16.  They are all 7 

ordinances supplemental to the annual 8 

appropriation ordinance in connection the 9 

Department of Health. 10 

 May I have a motion, please? 11 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   So moved. 12 

 LEGISLATOR GAYLOR:   Second. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Moved by Legislator 14 

Schaefer, seconded by Legislator Gaylor. 15 

 And we have Ms. Mary Ellen Laurain here. 16 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Good afternoon.  Mary Ellen 17 

Laurain, Department of Health. 18 

 Item 104-16 is a supplemental 19 

appropriation in the amount of $300,000.  This is 20 

for the immunization action plan.  This is 100 21 

percent funded through New York State Department 22 

of Health, and the mission is to prevent vaccine 23 

preventable diseases. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions from 25 
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the legislators? 2 

 (No verbal response.)  3 

 Any public comment? 4 

 (No verbal response.)  5 

 Number 105. 6 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Number 105-16 is a 7 

supplemental appropriation for the bathing beach 8 

water quality monitoring and notification 9 

program. This is in the amount of $55,355.  This 10 

allows us to conduct beach water quality 11 

monitoring from May through Labor Day. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any comments or 13 

questions from the Legislators? 14 

 (No verbal response.)  15 

 I can't wait to think about beach 16 

weather. 17 

 MS. LAURAIN:   You'll be getting all of 18 

the notifications from me, hopefully not too 19 

many. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any public comment? 21 

 (No verbal response.)  22 

 Okay.  Number 106. 23 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Item 106-16 is a 24 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 25 
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$15,238. This is for the sexually transmitted 2 

disease intervention services.  This is an 3 

additional COLA award and is funded through New 4 

York State Department of Health.  The mission is 5 

to prevent the spread of sexually transmitted 6 

diseases. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 8 

comments from the legislators? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 Any public comment? 11 

 (No verbal response.)  12 

 Clerk Item 107. 13 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Item 107-16 is a 14 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 15 

$523,600.  This is for the tuberculosis public 16 

health campaign.  This is 100 percent funded 17 

through New York State Department of Health.  18 

This is for comprehensive services to prevent the 19 

spread of tuberculosis in Nassau County. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 21 

comments from the legislators? 22 

 (No verbal response.)  23 

 Any public comment? 24 

 (No verbal response.)  25 
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 Clerk Item 109-16. 2 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 109-16 is a 3 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 4 

$155,000.  This is for HIV expanded services 5 

grant, also funded through New York State 6 

Department of Health.  This grant helps those 7 

infected with HIV/AIDS who may not be receiving 8 

medical care. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 10 

comments from the legislators? 11 

 (No verbal response.)  12 

 Any public comment? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 Clerk Item 110. 15 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Item 110-16 is a 16 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 17 

$145,955.  This is for drinking water enhancement 18 

program.  This is funded through New York State 19 

Department of Health.  This ensures the safety of 20 

the 46 water districts in Nassau County. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 22 

comments from the legislators?  Legislator 23 

DeRiggi-Whitton. 24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I'm just 25 
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curious.  With this and with 105, do you have a 2 

regular schedule that you check the beaches and 3 

you check with the water districts?  Is it 4 

monthly or? 5 

 MS. LAURAIN:  105 is the beach monitoring 6 

program. 7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Yeah. 8 

 MS. LAURAIN:  We begin that program, 9 

actually I said May but it's actually April we 10 

begin our surveys.  It's for every permitted 11 

beach in Nassau County.   12 

 The ocean beaches are a little less 13 

because of the amount of water and the volume.  14 

The north shore beaches, we're up there a few 15 

times a week and after heavy rain it may even be 16 

more frequent.  After a half inch of rain we will 17 

advise the beaches that they may not want to 18 

open. 19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   So it's 20 

safe to say the beaches on the north shore are 21 

checked once at week, at least. 22 

 MS. LAURAIN:   More than once a week.  I 23 

would say, at a minimum, twice a week. 24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay.  And 25 
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as far as the water districts go, do we have a 2 

regular schedule with checking the water? 3 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The water districts, we 4 

analyze and review over 200,000 to 300,000 5 

reports annually.  The water districts provide 6 

their own sampling and they must submit it to the 7 

Department of Health for analysis, and then, in 8 

addition, we conduct our own surveillance samples 9 

throughout each district. 10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Do you do 11 

that in a separate lab? 12 

 MS. LAURAIN:  We do that - the water 13 

districts use their own labs, and then we do our 14 

own in our laboratory. 15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay.  16 

Thank you. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any public comment?  18 

Ms. Mereday. 19 

 MS. MEREDAY:   Thank you.  Just in 20 

reference to the drinking water enhancement, in 21 

light of the activities taking place in Flint, 22 

Michigan, Pennsylvania, Newark, etcetera, and the 23 

fact that we have the issue in Bethpage with the 24 

Grumman plume.  Where can someone get maybe the 25 
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information or if there is some type of alert 2 

that the public needs to be aware of ahead of 3 

time.  How has your operation changed in light of 4 

the water crisis that's taking place nationwide? 5 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The water district is 6 

required to immediately provide notification to 7 

their constituents should there be any concern 8 

with the water, whether it be an e-coli or some 9 

type of bacteria.  They are required to do 10 

immediate notification.  And we are very 11 

fortunate that we have not had to do that in a 12 

while.  I've been with the department 26 years, 13 

and I can only remember a few times having to do 14 

that, fortunately. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   I know the water 16 

districts will even notify us if, for some 17 

reason, say they're flushing the hydrants or 18 

whatever and it could cause the water to be 19 

discolored.  They notify you even for that.  I 20 

know they're very, very good about keeping the 21 

residents informed. 22 

 MS. LAURAIN:   And the spring is when 23 

they do flush because in the winter the water 24 

volume is not as much water is used.  Also, all 25 
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the water districts are required to provide an 2 

annual drinking water survey to their 3 

constituents; that usually goes out I believe in 4 

May.  I believe it goes out with the water bill. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Legislator Bynoe. 6 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Thank you, 7 

Chairwoman. 8 

 I have questions along the lines of the 9 

testing and notification to community as well. 10 

 Are the water districts required to 11 

provide you a copy of their notification to 12 

community when there is an issue? 13 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Yes. 14 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I guess my concern is 15 

that -- 16 

 MS. LAURAIN:   To the Department of 17 

Health? 18 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Yes. 19 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Yes. 20 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  My concern is 21 

that out in Lakeview, Malvern, Lynbrook there has 22 

been an ongoing problem regarding iron in the 23 

water and a severe discoloration, quite frankly.  24 

While the Department of Health has stated that 25 
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the water is of good quality and can be consumed 2 

and be used by those residents, it's alarming.  3 

It has a significant quality of life issue.  4 

People will not drink that water.  They are, in 5 

fact, going out to buy water to do everything 6 

under the sun, except, obviously, to wash their 7 

clothes because there is no way to add water to 8 

your machine in that way.  But their tiles, their 9 

bathroom fixtures are becoming discolored.  The 10 

expense of spending the money to buy water.  11 

Quite frankly, they're bathing in this water and 12 

they don't feel comfortable. 13 

 I've been in contact with American Water.  14 

I've had a meeting in my community regarding this 15 

issue.  I want to know, number one, why American 16 

Water had not actually reached out to the 17 

community.  If you have proof that they have, I'd 18 

like to have a copy of it. 19 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Iron is not something that 20 

would require that notification.  Iron, while 21 

it's an aesthetic issue, it doesn't pose a health 22 

concern so that wouldn't be a requirement of the 23 

water.  But the water is safe to drink.  I can 24 

tell you it's much more regulated, highly 25 
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regulated.  I drink the water.  Personally, the 2 

bottled water is not regulated the way our tap 3 

water is. 4 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   So you're drinking 5 

the discolored water? 6 

 MS. LAURAIN:  I have.  I drink my tap 7 

water.  I know it's an aesthetic issue for 8 

people.  I agree with them that they shouldn't 9 

have to have discolored water.  I know the water 10 

district is installing an iron filtration system 11 

which should alleviate that.  12 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   That's a good point. 13 

I'm understanding that even for the water that's 14 

been provided to the community in Lakeview that 15 

they are waiting, I guess, an approval from the 16 

Department of Health so for a water filtration 17 

system that they are going to have. 18 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The Department of Health I 19 

believe approved that system in January; I'd have 20 

to get -- I think you spoke to Mr. Irwin, who is 21 

the Director of Environmental Health. 22 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I believe I did.  And 23 

I received an update from American Water as late 24 

as Friday saying that American Water was waiting 25 
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for the Department of Health to make an approval 2 

and they were hopeful that it would arrive by 3 

April 15. 4 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Let me just see if I have 5 

the email of when that was approved. 6 

 The construction of the additional 7 

filters in the Lakeview communities was approved 8 

by the Department of Health January 16, 2016. 9 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Give me one second, 10 

if you wouldn't mind. 11 

 MS. LAURAIN:   But I can certainly have 12 

you speak to Mr. Irwin again about that. 13 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I think that would 14 

probably be best.  I know it's not just the 15 

Lakeview community.  While I'm advocating for 16 

Lakeview in particular, it is -- there are other 17 

areas that are actually affected by this.  I 18 

think the real resolve is to replace the mains, 19 

from what I'm understanding. 20 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Iron is naturally 21 

occurring in the environment.  I want to say it's 22 

probably ubiquitous in the environment.  You see 23 

it more on the south shore because of the way 24 

Long Island is composed.  You see it much more on 25 
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the south shore than you do on the north shore. 2 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   And just for 3 

reference, so that when Mr. Irwin calls, it's 4 

Plant Number 2 and it's the potable iron removal 5 

treatment plant. 6 

 MS. LAURAIN:   The potable water, it is 7 

called - 8 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   And it's awaiting 9 

approval.  That's what's supposed to give some 10 

relief to those families. 11 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Yes.  It will filter it 12 

out.  I know there are other water districts also 13 

installing.   14 

 I spoke to Mr. Irwin this morning about 15 

it, and he did tell me that it was approved on 16 

January 16.  So I will speak to him again, 17 

tomorrow, and have him give you a call. 18 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  Thank you. 19 

 MS. LAURAIN:   You're welcome. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any other 21 

legislators? 22 

 (No verbal response.)  23 

 Any other public comment? 24 

 (No verbal response.)  25 
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 I believe that was 110. 2 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Yes, 110. 3 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Clerk Item 113-16. 4 

 MS. LAURAIN:  Clerk Item 113-16 is a 5 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 6 

$23,764 for the Adolescent Tobacco Use Prevention 7 

Act.  This is New York State Department of Health 8 

grant funded.  This is an additional COLA award.  9 

Total funding after this award is $320,068.  This 10 

program allows us to conduct certification checks 11 

to tobacco retailers in the county and complies 12 

with the Tobacco 18 Law. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 14 

comments from the legislators? 15 

 (No verbal response.)  16 

 Any public comment?  Ms. Mereday. 17 

 MS. MEREDAY:   I would just want to know 18 

what else is being done.  I wouldn't want to have 19 

to do a research study, but it is clear that 20 

there is a growth in the percentage of young 21 

people who are smoking cigarettes.  I don't know 22 

if just checking to see who is buying them at the 23 

stores or 7-11 is enough.  I'm just asking is 24 

there something else tied to this program or is 25 
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this specifically for this particular aspect? 2 

 MS. LAURAIN:   State grant funds only 3 

allow us to do certain.  Of course, when we go 4 

out and do education, we are health care 5 

providers so we discourage smoking among anybody.   6 

We do have a 96 percent compliance rate.  We 7 

sting all the retailers in the county using 16, 8 

17 year olds. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any other comments? 10 

 (No verbal response.)  11 

 Clerk Item 114-16. 12 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 114-16 is a 13 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 14 

$18,784.  This is for our rabies programs.  This 15 

is New York State Department of Health funded, 16 

and this objective, primary objective is to 17 

prevent the spread of rabies in Nassau County. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 19 

comments from the legislators? 20 

 (No verbal response.)  21 

 Any public comment? 22 

 (No verbal response.)  23 

 I just would like to take a minute and 24 

thank you for the information, notifying myself 25 
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and Legislator Schaefer right away in regards to 2 

- I'm sure that many of you saw that there was a 3 

rabid raccoon in the Hicksville community. 4 

 MS. LAURAIN:  I could add to that.  Since 5 

that notification, I believe it was last month 6 

sometime, we have enhanced our surveillance in a 7 

radius of where that animal was found, and we 8 

probably submitted 40 specimens or so to New York 9 

State Department of Health, and thus far all have 10 

been negative.  We're hoping that continues. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Thank you. 12 

 Clerk Item 117-16. 13 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 117-16 is a 14 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 15 

$16,751.  This is for the lead poisoning 16 

prevention grant.  This is a COLA award.  Total 17 

funding after this award is $215,176.  This is 18 

grant funded through New York State Department of 19 

Health.  It is to reduce the prevalence of blood 20 

lead levels in children. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 22 

comments from the legislators? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 Any public comment? 25 
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 (No verbal response.)  2 

 Clerk Item 118-16. 3 

 MS. LAURAIN:   Item 118-16 is a 4 

supplemental appropriation in the amount of 5 

$198,425.  This is also for the childhood lead 6 

poisoning prevention grant, the one I just spoke 7 

about.  This is grant funded through New York 8 

State Department of Health. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN WALKER:   Any questions or 10 

comments from the legislators? 11 

 (No verbal response.)  12 

 Any public comment? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 Hearing none, we'll vote on Clerk Items 15 

104-16, 105-16, 106-16, 107-16, 109-16, 110-16, 16 

113-16, 114-16, 117-16, and 118-16. 17 

 All those in favor signify by saying aye. 18 

 (Aye.) 19 

 Any opposed? 20 

 (No verbal response.)  21 

 They move on to Finance. 22 

 (Whereupon, the following are the minutes 23 

of the April 11, 2016 Public Safety Committee 24 

meeting pertaining to Clerk Items 108, 111, 112, 25 
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and 115-16.) 2 

 The first item to come before this 3 

committee is Item 108-16, an ordinance 4 

supplemental to the annual appropriation 5 

ordinance in connection with the Medical 6 

Examiner's Division of Forensic Services. 7 

 Motion from Vincent Muscarella, seconded 8 

by Denise Ford. 9 

 Mr. May is here. 10 

 MR. MAY:   How are you?  Again.  Again.  11 

I came back for more, both today and globally, I 12 

guess.   13 

 We have Ms. Karen Dooling to speak on 14 

this item. 15 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Thank you very much.  16 

Just a thumb nail sketch of what this is about. 17 

 MS. DOOLING:   Sure.  This is a $7,000 18 

no-match grant from the Division of Criminal 19 

Justice Services.  It will be used for the crime 20 

lab, for the chemistry department to expand their 21 

services and the ability to test more drugs.  It 22 

will be for supplies and overtime for chemists. 23 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   When you say no match, 24 

it means it's coming from where? 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  151 Rules Committee – 4-11-16 

 MS. DOOLING:   New York State, Division 2 

of Criminal Justice. 3 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   It's pass-through money 4 

then. 5 

 MS. DOOLING:  Yep. 6 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Okay.  Any questions 7 

from any of the legislators? 8 

 (No verbal response.)  9 

 Any public comment? 10 

 (No verbal response.)  11 

 There being none; all in favor indicate 12 

by saying aye. 13 

 (Aye.) 14 

 Any against? 15 

 (No verbal response.)  16 

 It passes on to Finance. 17 

 The next item to come before us - there 18 

are two items coming. 19 

 111-16, an ordinance supplemental to the 20 

annual appropriations ordinance in connection 21 

with the Traffic Safety Board. 22 

 In addition, 115-16, an ordinance 23 

supplemental to the annual appropriations 24 

ordinance in connection with the Traffic Safety 25 
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Board. 2 

 And we have? 3 

 MR. MISTRON:  Christopher Mistron, Stop 4 

DWI Coordinator, Nassau County. 5 

 For Number 111 -  6 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Motion by Denise Ford, 7 

seconded by Don MacKenzie. 8 

 Chris, it's all yours. 9 

 MR. MISTRON:   Number 111 is a grant.  10 

It's a pass-through grant that comes from the 11 

governor of Traffic Safety Committee to the New 12 

York State Stop DWI Coordinator's Association.  13 

It's called the DWI Foundation Grant.  It's for 14 

special holiday enforcement that is for all the 15 

departments within Nassau County.  Specifically, 16 

we've geared for July 4, Labor Day, Memorial Day, 17 

and some of the departments also do some of the 18 

smaller ones like St. Patrick's Day, which is not 19 

a smaller one.  These are just special holiday 20 

details for holidays. 21 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Legislator Ford has a 22 

comment.  I thought you wanted to comment on it. 23 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:   As always, I thank you 24 

very much.  Honestly, Chris, thank you very much.  25 
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I know that these programs are very, very 2 

important.  All too often we're still reading 3 

about people who are dying because of drunk 4 

driving.  I think we had a senior couple, I 5 

guess, further east, where somebody was drinking, 6 

hit a car, and they got hit.  So any effort that 7 

can be made. 8 

 I thank the officers that do stands out 9 

in all kinds of weather, regardless, stopping a 10 

lot of people and just trying to check to make 11 

sure that they are not impaired while they're 12 

driving. 13 

 Thank you. 14 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Any other comments from 15 

any of the legislators? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 Any public comment? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 There being none; all in favor of 111 20 

indicate by saying aye. 21 

 (Aye.) 22 

 Any against? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 It passes unanimously and goes on to 25 
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Finance. 2 

 115. 3 

 MR. MISTRON:   115 is for the regular - 4 

I'm sorry.  Was there a motion on that one? 5 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   It's already been 6 

motioned. 7 

 MR. MISTRON:   115 is for the Stop DWI 8 

program itself.  It's a continuous grant program 9 

of sorts from year to year.  It's fully funded 10 

from the fine monies collected for those 11 

convicted of DWI.  It has several components to 12 

it the way in which it is outlined.  The major 13 

one is for enforcement purposes.  Second, monies 14 

are provided to the district attorneys for the 15 

prosecution of DWI specific cases.  Third, we 16 

have monies that are provided to the probation 17 

department for purposes of monitoring those that 18 

are convicted of DWI.  We also have a component 19 

within the program that provides money to drug 20 

and alcohol for working on rehabilitation 21 

programs with individuals that have been 22 

convicted, as well as administrative education 23 

programs that go into everything from the schools 24 

into the community as well as the administration 25 
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of the program. 2 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Any questions from any 3 

legislator? 4 

 (No verbal response.)  5 

 Any public comment? 6 

 (No verbal response.)  7 

 There being none; all in favor indicate 8 

by saying aye. 9 

 (Aye.) 10 

 Any against? 11 

 (No verbal response.)  12 

 It passes on to Finance. 13 

 The last item for today is Item 112-16, 14 

an ordinance supplemental to the annual 15 

appropriation ordinance in connection with the 16 

District Attorney's Office. 17 

 Mr. McManus. 18 

 MR. MCMANUS:  Thank you.  Bob McManus, 19 

District Attorney's Office. 20 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Motion by Denise Ford, 21 

seconded by Vincent Muscarella. 22 

 My apologies. Go ahead. 23 

 MR. MCMANUS:   The Nassau County District 24 

Attorney's Office has been nominated by the 25 
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American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 2 

Animals, the ASPCA, to be a recipient of the 3 

fifth annual ASPCA Scholarship Fund Grant Award. 4 

 This grant award will enable one of our 5 

special investigators, someone who is assigned to 6 

animal cruelty cases when they do come up, to 7 

attend the animal care expo in Las Vegas from May 8 

11 through May 14 of this year, to join more than 9 

2,000 animal care experts and law enforcement 10 

professionals from around the globe to learn new 11 

skills and strategies to combat animal abuse and 12 

cruelty and to investigate crimes related to that 13 

issue. 14 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   There is no excuse to 15 

cruelty to animals or cruelty to anything or 16 

anybody. 17 

 Any questions from any of the 18 

legislators?  Yes.  Legislator Bynoe. 19 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Thank you, Chairman 20 

Dunne.  21 

 One quick question.  Does this cover all 22 

the costs associated with the travel? 23 

 MR. MCMANUS:  It covers the hotel and the 24 

airfare.  I think it depends on the individual.  25 
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It's supposed to cover meals, airfare, and 2 

hotels.  If the individual wants to buy souvenirs 3 

or that kind of thing -- let's put it this way.  4 

I'm sure the investigator is going to have to 5 

spend some of her own money.  I think she's very 6 

proud to be a part of this meeting. 7 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  Thank you. 8 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:   Any other questions? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 Any public comment? 11 

 (No verbal response.)  12 

 There being none; all in favor indicate 13 

by saying aye. 14 

 (Aye.) 15 

 Any against? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 It passes on to Finance.  18 

 (Whereupon, the following is the 19 

continuation of the minutes of the April 11, 2016 20 

Finance Committee meeting.) 21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Do we have any 22 

questions on the items that are before the 23 

committee? 24 

 (No verbal response.)  25 
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 Any public comment? 2 

 (No verbal response.)  3 

 All in favor signify by saying aye. 4 

 (Aye.) 5 

 Those opposed? 6 

 (No verbal response.)  7 

 Those items carry unanimously. 8 

 I'm going to ask for a motion to suspend 9 

the rules. 10 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   So moved. 11 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE:   Second. 12 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Moved by Legislator 13 

Muscarella, seconded by Legislator Mackenzie. 14 

 All in favor of suspending the rules 15 

signify by saying aye. 16 

 (Aye.) 17 

 Any opposed? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 The rules are suspended. 20 

 Item 134-2016 is a resolution authorizing 21 

the county executive to execute a grant agreement 22 

between the County of Nassau, acting on behalf of 23 

the Department of Parks, Recreation and Museums, 24 

and Museums at Mitchel.  25 
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 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 2 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   Second. 3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Moved by Legislator 4 

Walker, seconded by Legislator Muscarella. 5 

 Any discussion as to this item? 6 

 (No verbal response.)  7 

 Public comment? 8 

 (No verbal response.)  9 

 All in favor signify by saying aye. 10 

 (Aye.) 11 

 Those opposed? 12 

 (No verbal response.)  13 

 It carries unanimously. 14 

 Item 137-16 is a resolution amending 448-15 

2001, as amended, entitled "Designating Banks and 16 

Trust Companies for the Deposit of Monies 17 

Received by the County Treasurer." 18 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 19 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE:   Second. 20 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Moved by Legislator 21 

Walker, seconded by Legislator MacKenzie. 22 

 Any comment? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 Any discussion? 25 
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 (No verbal response.)  2 

 Public comment? 3 

 Legislator Curran. 4 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   On what basis was 5 

this bank selection made? 6 

 MR. MAY:  I don't have the item in front 7 

of me.  Which is the bank that's being added? 8 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   It is Suffolk County 9 

National Bank. 10 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Item 137-2016.  Mr. 11 

Jefferson is behind you. 12 

 MR. JEFFERSON:    Hi.  Good afternoon.  13 

Beaumont Jefferson, County Treasurer. 14 

 The selection of banks are made - from 15 

time to time you have banks who come to the - who 16 

call the treasurer's office and they are 17 

interested in doing business with the county.  In 18 

order for us to make any deposits with a bank, 19 

they have to be on our approved list.  One of the 20 

things that we look for is that they have a 21 

presence in Nassau County, also in New York, and 22 

we also review the bank's standings.  We use a 23 

website to just verify that the banks are in good 24 

standing and they at least have a four start 25 
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rating, four or five star rating. 2 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Thanks. 3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Any other 4 

discussion? 5 

 (No verbal response.)  6 

 Any public comment?  Ms. Mereday. 7 

 MS. MEREDAY:   Thank you.  I was also 8 

questioning, in terms of the process by which 9 

this - that this took place.  In addition to 10 

asking about the presence in Nassau County, what 11 

are the types of services that they are providing 12 

as it pertains to community reinvestment and 13 

things of that nature?  It's like what is this 14 

overall. 15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Mr. Jefferson, I 16 

don't know if you heard Ms. Mereday's comments.  17 

 MR. JEFFERSON:   Yes.  The website that 18 

we use is borrowfinancial.com.  We do look at the 19 

community reinvestment rating.  On Suffolk 20 

Community Bank that's before you the rating is 21 

outstanding.  That information is public 22 

information and that's one of the categories that 23 

we look at when we select banks. 24 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Thank you. 25 
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 MR. JEFFERSON:   You're welcome. 2 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Any other public 3 

comment? 4 

 (No verbal response.)  5 

 All in favor signify by saying aye.  6 

 (Aye.) 7 

 Those opposed? 8 

 (No verbal response.)  9 

 The item carries unanimously. 10 

 Item 142-2016 is an ordinance 11 

supplemental to the annual appropriation 12 

ordinance and to transfer appropriations 13 

heretofore made within to reconcile the county's 14 

financial records for the budget year of 2015. 15 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 16 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   Second. 17 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Moved by Legislator 18 

Walker, seconded by Legislator Muscarella. 19 

 The item is before us. 20 

 Ms. D'Alleva, can you tell us what we're 21 

doing here. 22 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   This is a customary item 23 

that we do at the end of every fiscal year.  It's 24 

basically produced by the county comptroller 25 
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pursuant to the Charter, Section 307, in terms of 2 

clearing all the negative balances by control 3 

center. 4 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   I noticed that some 5 

of the contract lines seem to have been over 6 

budget in 2015, including county attorney, IT, 7 

DPW.  Could you tell us why that happened and 8 

whether the 2016 budget is any more realistic? 9 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I think currently, during 10 

the month 13 process, the county attorney's 11 

office had some additional contracting invoices 12 

that they had to accrue for 2016 that were 13 

unforeseen.  Those contracts were accrued for 14 

2016 in month 13 that we weren't aware of, but 15 

they were accrued with the county comptroller's 16 

office for services that were rendered.  17 

According to accounting principles, we have to 18 

basically account for those services during the 19 

year. 20 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   When you say 2016 - 21 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   2015, I'm sorry.  '15. 22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Any other questions 23 

on these items?  Legislator Curran. 24 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Hi.  About the FIT, 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  164 Rules Committee – 4-11-16 

it's $2.87 million.  Weren't we not withholding 2 

local government assistance from towns and 3 

villages for these shortfalls? 4 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Those are the fourth 5 

quarter adjustments that we do make.  The 6 

original appropriation - this has to do with the 7 

appropriation in the budget line.  Because more 8 

students actually went to FIT there was a higher 9 

level of appropriation that was needed, and 10 

that's what this is dealing with. 11 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   So it was more than 12 

expected. 13 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Yes. 14 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Registration. 15 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Yes. 16 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Am I correct 17 

in my understanding that it was local government 18 

assistance from towns and villages? 19 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Sales tax.  Our local 20 

government assistance fourth quarter sales tax is 21 

netted for any outstanding balances that the 22 

towns have to remit to the county because we pay 23 

on their behalf. 24 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Thank you. 25 
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 I have another question about the eight 2 

million in retirement reserve.  My first question 3 

is do you know how much has been deferred in 4 

pension expenses in general? 5 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   We've deferred 6 

approximately, since 2012, approximately $269 7 

million. 8 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   And will this eight 9 

million go to cover some of that? 10 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Yes.  I would say we 11 

could use some of the eight million to prepay 12 

what we've deferred if we choose to. 13 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Eight million to 14 

prepay. 15 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Right. 16 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   But it hasn't 17 

happened yet. 18 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   No, it hasn't happened 19 

yet. 20 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  And all of 21 

these items, have -- so have any of them been 22 

done already? 23 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I'm sorry.  I don't 24 

understand. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Have they been paid 2 

out already? 3 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Of? 4 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Of all of the items 5 

on the list. 6 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   This item is to correct 7 

the balances of all the accounts in the 2015 8 

budget.  Yeah, some of them probably have 9 

actually been expended.  I guess an example would 10 

be the DE contracts in certain venues that 11 

required additional appropriation could have been 12 

expended and paid through the comptroller's 13 

office.  We would have to check. I'm not really 14 

sure. 15 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  My concern is 16 

what came up before, if this has been done before 17 

we approve it, of any of these items. 18 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   This is done customarily 19 

at the end of every year.  So the comptroller's 20 

office has to clean up the negative balances.  21 

Because the legislature votes and adopts the 22 

budget according to appropriation by control 23 

center and object code, if any one of those 24 

control centers and object codes actually falls 25 
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short, the comptroller's office puts together 2 

this year-end board transfer so that they can 3 

give the trial balance to the auditors, in this 4 

case it's McGladdery, RMS or whatever they call 5 

themselves, and they can audit our books and 6 

issue a CAFR, a year-end CAFR. 7 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Thanks. 8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Any other 9 

discussion? 10 

 (No verbal response.)  11 

 Any public comment?  I'm sorry.  12 

Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton. 13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   On the FEMA 14 

fund it's 20,000; do you know what that's for? 15 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   20,000? 16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   20,852.13, 17 

a transfer.  The fund or the transfer, whatever 18 

you want to call it. 19 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I believe this was for - 20 

oh, there was a shortfall in DD expenditures. I 21 

believe it was something to do with generators.  22 

They had appropriation left over in the salary 23 

line.  Whatever they had appropriated, they 24 

didn't use that funding so they had used it and 25 
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they are expenditures for general expenditures on 2 

a PW that they have to cover. 3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   So this 4 

item is including an appropriation for the 15 5 

million funds received from New York State Office 6 

of Emergency Management and FEMA for Super Storm 7 

Sandy expenses. 8 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Yes.  What happened is 9 

that we were required to have a ten percent local 10 

match originally.  FEMA was supposed to only 11 

reimburse us for 90 percent.  Through the 12 

governor's office we were able to secure funding 13 

from CDBGR community block grant funding, so we 14 

were able to secure those funds but the ten 15 

percent local match, the county had sustained 16 

that local match through the major funds.  So we 17 

had already - the $15 million is to ensure that 18 

we can transfer it back and make the major funds 19 

whole. 20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay.  So 21 

we are getting reimbursement from FEMA - 22 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   We're getting 23 

reimbursement from the governor's office for our 24 

ten percent local match that we paid out. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   And that's 2 

what we're using for these appropriations. 3 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Yes. 4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Have all 5 

the other FEMA lines that have been extended been 6 

reimbursed already? 7 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Currently, in total 8 

expenses, since 2012, we have about $208 million 9 

of expenses.  I believe the county has received, 10 

in cash reimbursement, approximately $175 11 

million.  We have started to go through the 12 

closeout process with our project worksheets.  We 13 

have not closed out any one project worksheet; 14 

so, therefore, there is a $33 million "balance" 15 

that FEMA would still have to pay us. 16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   So we're 17 

still looking for 33 million.  I'm surprised 18 

we're not using this 15 million towards that gap. 19 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   What gap? 20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   The 33 21 

million came out of - 22 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   It's a grant.  FEMA said 23 

that they -- at this point we're being reimbursed 24 

for 100 percent of our expenses.  We expended 25 
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$208 million.  We will receive $208 million.  We 2 

don't have a gap. 3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   We just 4 

haven't received the 33 million. 5 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   The issue with the 15 6 

million was because there was a ten percent local 7 

shared required match, the county had put up that 8 

money in previous fiscal years.  That 15 million 9 

is actually coming to fund balance now. 10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I've asked 11 

this before.  Can I possibly just get a written 12 

breakdown of what the 33 million that we're 13 

waiting for was pertaining to? 14 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   There are several project 15 

worksheets that were issued over the course of 16 

the three years.  There's probably about 42 of 17 

them.  There are many project worksheets.  Don't 18 

quote me on that number.  There are many project 19 

worksheets.  But the balance is very little, it's 20 

maybe 15 percent of the total.  We're doing very 21 

well in terms of cash receipts. 22 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   It's three 23 

and a half years later.  I know.  We've talked 24 

about it. 25 
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 If I could just find out.  2 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Sure. 3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I just want 4 

to see where it is that we're still hoping to get 5 

reimbursed. 6 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   The largest is probably 7 

our debris removal project worksheet, project 8 

worksheet 120.  It's about $9 million that we're 9 

still owed on that. 10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Again, I 11 

would just like to see what it is just so we can 12 

have an idea going forward if there are any 13 

changes we should make to make it easier to get 14 

reimbursed should there be another situation like 15 

this. 16 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   The 15 million is our ten 17 

percent that we put in, which is actually a 18 

little less than ten percent but that's fine. 19 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   They're slightly behind.  20 

It's through 2014 expenditures.  They're 21 

reviewing them.  So we filled out applications to 22 

get reimbursed for our ten percent local match, 23 

and it's been through the 2014 applications, 24 

that's what that 15 million represents. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Thank you.  2 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Legislator Curran. 3 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Have these transfers 4 

been posted in the financial system? 5 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I would have to - I 6 

believe that they may not have been approved in 7 

the financial system but it is initiated through 8 

the comptroller's office yes.  They are 9 

transitioning to handing over the books or they 10 

have already handed over the books for the trial 11 

balance to the auditors to close out the year. 12 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   So that means that 13 

they are?  They have been posted? 14 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I'm not sure if it's 15 

posted and executed, but I believe that since 16 

they handed the trial balances over to the 17 

accounting firm, I believe they may be posted. 18 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   I think - speaking 19 

for the legislature as a body, it kind of renders 20 

us impotent if this is done before we get a 21 

chance to approve it. 22 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   It doesn't render you 23 

impotent at all.  Basically, if you do not vote 24 

on this then we would have to reverse anything 25 
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that was done in the financial system.  It's not 2 

an issue that way. 3 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Maybe in the 4 

future, I don't know if everyone agrees with me, 5 

I think it would be good for us to be able to 6 

approve this before that happens. 7 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I think by - not sure - 8 

by Charter - actually, the comptroller's office 9 

has to issue a CAFR by June 30.  So this is kind 10 

of like March is - usually by March we have a 11 

year-end board transfer that we present to the 12 

legislature to vote on. 13 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Fair enough.  14 

Thank you. 15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Thank you. 16 

 Any other discussion? 17 

 (No verbal response.)  18 

 Any public comment?  Ms. Mereday. 19 

 MS. MEREDAY:   Yes.  My comment had to do 20 

with - unfortunately I don't have that 21 

information in front of me that you all do.  22 

Again, you are the stewards of my tax dollars.  23 

But having an operational background, just one 24 

thing that jumped out for me, because there are 25 
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so many contract requests in here for legal 2 

counsel, I'm just curious as to how many people 3 

actually work for the county attorney's office, 4 

how many outside contracts do we actually have 5 

that we're funding?  There was no ripple even 6 

when - I'm sorry I don't remember your name - 7 

when the previous speaker mentioned that the 8 

issue about the county attorney invoices had to 9 

be paid, but it was over the budget because they 10 

were unaware - I believe that was actually the 11 

word - that they were unaware of these invoices 12 

but they had to be paid.  And about three hours 13 

ago you were probably drilling the young woman 14 

that was speaking with regards to parks for the 15 

contract that needed a $25,000 increase for 16 

unforeseen expenditures that weren't their 17 

responsibility but it was for them to promote 18 

that to the residents.  I'm unclear.  Is it okay 19 

to reprimand the parks department for unforeseen 20 

circumstances that generated additional costs but 21 

it's a pass to not really get all that aggravated 22 

about county attorney, additional expenses from 23 

the county attorney's department for invoices 24 

that somebody was not aware of?  I'm unclear. 25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Ms. D'Alleva, just 2 

clarify your comments earlier. 3 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I think the difference is 4 

in the county attorney's office they already had 5 

contracts in place with the appropriate levels of 6 

funding and terms of the contract.  It's just 7 

that when we were looking at the current 8 

obligation in December, December 31, when we were 9 

ending the year, to us it did not look at spent.  10 

But pursuant to that, they had had invoices that 11 

had come in for services that were rendered but 12 

they had the contracts in place to fund that. 13 

 Also, there are approximately, as of 14 

December there were 59 county attorneys in the 15 

county attorney's office, almost half of what was 16 

in the previous administration. 17 

 In terms of managing expenses and 18 

relating to taxpayers, I do feel that the county 19 

attorney has really done a phenomenal job in 20 

terms of really managing outside contracts, 21 

inside salaries, and headcount to actually give 22 

us the best efficiencies, in terms of spending. 23 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Thank you.  24 

Appreciate it.  Thank you, Ms. D'Alleva. 25 
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 Any other public comment? 2 

 (No verbal response.)  3 

 All in favor of Item 142-2016 signify by 4 

saying aye. 5 

 (Aye.) 6 

 Those opposed? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 It passes unanimously. 9 

 The next three items are the executive 10 

session items. 11 

 100-2016 is a resolution authorizing the 12 

county attorney to compromise and settle the 13 

claim of plaintiffs, Joseph Butindari and Civil 14 

Service Employees Association, A.F.S.C.M.E. Local 15 

1000, A.F.L.-C.I.O by its Local 830, as set forth 16 

in the action entitled Joseph Butindari and Civil 17 

Service Employees Association, A.F.S.C.M.E. Local 18 

1000, A.F.L.-C.I.O by its Local 830 v. County of 19 

Nassau, Index No. 000589/14 pursuant to the 20 

County Law, the County Government Law, and the 21 

Nassau County Administrative Code. 22 

 The second item is Resolution 101-16, a 23 

resolution authorizing the county attorney to 24 

compromise and settle the action Randy Hoskins 25 
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a/k/a Randy A. White v. County of Nassau. 2 

 We have the addendum item, 143-2016, a 3 

resolution authorizing the county attorney to 4 

compromise and settle the claims of different 5 

utility companies, as set forth in various 6 

actions pursuant to the County Law. 7 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 8 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   Second. 9 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Moved by Legislator 10 

Walker, seconded by Legislator Muscarella. 11 

 Those items are before the committee. 12 

 Legislator MacKenzie makes a motion to go 13 

into executive session, seconded by Legislator 14 

Walker. 15 

 All in favor of going into executive 16 

session signify by saying aye. 17 

 (Aye.) 18 

 The items are in executive session.  All 19 

legislators are invited. 20 

 (Whereupon, the Finance Committee 21 

recessed into executive session at 4:23 p.m.) 22 

 (Whereupon, the Finance Committee 23 

reconvened at 5:25 p.m.) 24 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    We have several 25 
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items to vote on.  First one is Item 100-16. 2 

 All in favor of Item 100-2016, which is 3 

the Butindari settlement signify by saying aye. 4 

 (Aye.) 5 

 Those opposed? 6 

 (No verbal response.)  7 

 That carries unanimously. 8 

 101-16 is the settlement related to Randy 9 

Hoskins a/k/a Randy White, all in favor signify 10 

by saying aye. 11 

 (Aye.) 12 

 Those opposed? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 That item carries unanimously. 15 

 The last one is the executive session 16 

item 143 relating to the utility companies. 17 

 Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton has a 18 

question.  I'm sorry.  Legislator Curran. 19 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Hi.  First thing, we 20 

didn't get a copy of the settlement agreement in 21 

the backup for this, and I'm wondering why we 22 

didn't. 23 

 MS. LOCURTO:   I apologize, Legislator.  24 

I think it was just an oversight.  It just didn't 25 
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get to you until today.  We'll address that in 2 

the future. 3 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Thank you. 4 

 I'm willing to vote yes on this to pass 5 

this through, but I would very much like to see 6 

that before the Full Leg in two weeks. 7 

 MS. LOCURTO:   Absolutely. 8 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Thank you very much. 9 

 Also, I have some questions for OMB on 10 

this, not legal.  Oh, wait.  I don't.  Never 11 

mind.  I'm sorry. 12 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   We 13 

were ready, though. 14 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Wait for the next 15 

one.  Stay there. 16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   That was weird. 17 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   I'm sorry.  Sorry 18 

about that. 19 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   Not a 20 

problem. 21 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Now that I've got 22 

you.  23 

 I'm not getting into the legal because I 24 

know we can't talk about that in public.  But the 25 
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settlement for this, how are we going to pay for 2 

this? 3 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   My 4 

understanding is that we're going to be using our 5 

litigation fund.  The 2016 budget included 6 

approximately $20 million as an appropriation in 7 

the litigation fund to cover any potential 8 

judgments. 9 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   So that won't cover 10 

it though, $20 million. 11 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   I 12 

don't know how much I can say about the payment. 13 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   I don't want to have to 14 

go into executive session. 15 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Fine. 16 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   It's a total dollar 17 

amount.  How it will be paid - there is 18 

sufficient monies in the litigation fund to cover 19 

the entire amount. 20 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Fair enough.  21 

You're right. 22 

 My concern is with the other towns, we're 23 

currently dealing with the other towns with 24 

similar kinds of cases and I'm worried there will 25 
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not be enough money to pay everything that we 2 

have to pay coming down the pick, with Hempstead 3 

and North Hempstead. 4 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   I 5 

think my only statement to that would be we would 6 

address it if there is some type of settlement 7 

with those.  We may also be litigating those 8 

cases. 9 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Right.  Can we talk 10 

about how much is due in pending judgments 11 

currently being litigated in regard to this sort 12 

of judgment, this sort of case with the Town of 13 

Hempstead? 14 

 MS. LOCURTO:   With the Town of 15 

Hempstead, we have between actual judgments that 16 

have been reduced, it's approximately 25 million.  17 

Of those that have not been reduced to judgment, 18 

it is significantly higher.  We've estimated a 19 

substantial amount for those in excess of the 25 20 

million that just have been reduced to judgment 21 

to date. 22 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Because to me 23 

this is a budget issue.  I'm worried that these 24 

settlements will put at risk, if they have to - 25 
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if the litigation fund is depleted it will have 2 

to come out of operating funds and that could put 3 

a hole in our budget for other programs. 4 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   I 5 

will state that we have sufficient funds in our 6 

litigation fund, and it will not deplete the 7 

entire fund. 8 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   So you're confident 9 

that the litigation fund would cover this and 10 

perhaps other towns as well? 11 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   12 

Without knowing how much those other towns would 13 

be, I don't know.  Clearly, that could also be 14 

part of the negotiating factor, how much money 15 

you have available to settle with. 16 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Just another 17 

question.  I don't know if this is an OMB 18 

question.  I'm just wondering if it's fair to 19 

settle with the Town of Oyster Bay before we know 20 

what we have to do with Hempstead and North 21 

Hempstead. 22 

 MS. LOCURTO:   I think any time that the 23 

county has an opportunity to settle a case that 24 

is favorable and in the best interest of the 25 
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county, it is what the county - it is what we 2 

would recommend for the county to do.  I can't 3 

say for certain but it may help us bring 4 

resolution to these cases that have been ongoing 5 

for over 15 years.  So creating certainty and 6 

bringing an end to litigation that only has 7 

created substantial liability, potential 8 

liability for the county, I think it's overall a 9 

good decision, and that's why we're recommending 10 

settlement. 11 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   From what I 12 

understand, this was filed on Friday. 13 

 MS. LOCURTO:   Yes. 14 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   I'm wondering why 15 

this is being rushed.  Here we are on Monday and 16 

we're being asked to vote on this so quickly. 17 

 MS. LOCURTO:   I think once the 18 

opportunity for a real settlement was reached and 19 

struck by all the parties, I think we wanted to 20 

bring it to the legislature as soon as possible 21 

to cut off, if you will - I don't want to go too 22 

much because we discussed it broadly in executive 23 

session.  These judgments do carry interest on 24 

them.  I don't want to say too much in the public 25 
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forum.  But that is a savings.  If the settlement 2 

presents a savings to the county. 3 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   I see that point. 4 

 Back to OMB.  I am very worried, because 5 

this is the Finance Committee, just from the 6 

budgetary point of view that we're not going to 7 

blow a hole in our budget with these sorts of 8 

things since we're not going to be using bonded 9 

money for them, obviously, and that the 10 

litigation fund would cover - I'm not going to 11 

talk about any amounts - but hypothetically could 12 

cover these sorts of things going forward. 13 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   The 14 

administration is very comfortable that we have 15 

sufficient funds in our litigation fund to 16 

address this settlement.  I think you have to 17 

address each potential settlement as they happen. 18 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Thank you. 19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   I just wanted to 20 

say they are all very good points raised by 21 

Legislator Curran.  But I think if we have, what 22 

I consider to be, a very favorable settlement 23 

before us, I would not want to lose that 24 

settlement by delaying a decision on this. 25 
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 Legislator DeRiggi-Whitton. 2 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Is it 3 

possible to get a list of all the garbage 4 

districts and copies of all -- that are 5 

litigating just to see where we are and what the 6 

status is for each one? 7 

 MS. LOCURTO:   Legislator, we can provide 8 

that list. 9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Could we 10 

have that before Full Leg? 11 

 MS. LOCURTO:   On the 25th, certainly. 12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Again, I'm 13 

stating also that we really need a copy.  I'm not 14 

going to vote for this because I have not seen a 15 

copy of the decision - settlement, rather, and I 16 

don't, you know, I don't even know what the terms 17 

are.  I haven't read it and neither has my 18 

counsel.  You have to provide us with this 19 

information.  Something that's this much money 20 

can't be an oversight.  It's a very important 21 

part of our day.  You can't neglect to give us 22 

the information. 23 

 MS. LOCURTO:   I appreciate that, 24 

Legislator.  And I believe everything that was 25 
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discussed in executive session outlined all the 2 

terms of the settlement.  If you have any 3 

questions, I'd be more than happy to address them 4 

in executive session again and go through it with 5 

you. 6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   No.  I 7 

would like to just read it.  I appreciate your 8 

efforts, but we really have to have it in hand 9 

before we can vote on it because nothing is 10 

recorded in executive session. 11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   So we will have 12 

that by the Full Leg. 13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Can I just 14 

ask Maurice to come up, please?  Maurice, Mr. 15 

Chalmers, let me apologize. 16 

 MR. CHALMERS:   Maurice Chalmers, OMB. 17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Maurice, 18 

can you give me your most recent account for the 19 

balance that we have in the litigation settlement 20 

account? 21 

 MR. CHALMERS:   It's approximately $20 22 

million for the 2016 budget. 23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   And what is 24 

it today? 25 
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 MR. CHALMERS:   I could check for you.  I 2 

would probably guess it was close to 20 million.  3 

I can check and give you an exact amount. 4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Do you know 5 

how much of that has been obligated already? 6 

 MR. CHALMERS:   I would have to check and 7 

get back to you and tell you the exact amount. 8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   That's a 9 

different amount from what I heard. 10 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   Currently, we're showing 11 

in the current obligation is around 18.  We also 12 

have other settlements that are paid through 13 

payroll that are going to be moving over.  What 14 

we will be having available is approximately 15. 15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   That's the 16 

number I heard, 15.  So we have 15 million 17 

available.  Alright. 18 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   One more quick one.  19 

Thank you. 20 

 With the litigation fund this could 21 

cover, hypothetically, these sorts of things.  22 

But what if there are other suits and damages 23 

that are unrelated to this, other kinds of suits 24 

and damages?  Are you confident that those could 25 
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be covered as well? 2 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   Yes. 3 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Can you explain, 4 

excuse my ignorance, how it is replenished? 5 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   Sure.  6 

The fund is generated by either surpluses that we 7 

anticipate generating during the year, and then 8 

we move the money into the fund. 9 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Surpluses. 10 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   11 

Right.  Because what we are trying to do is build 12 

so that we're not borrowing for these types of 13 

expenses. 14 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Right.  So you're 15 

confident that the litigation fund, we would get 16 

enough in surpluses to cover this sort of thing 17 

plus any other suits and damages that we might 18 

not predict, that we don't know, that come from 19 

left field. 20 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   21 

Correct.  We've been in consultation with the 22 

county attorney's office, looking at things that 23 

they think they may settle during the year, and 24 

we feel that we have sufficient funding. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Okay.  Thanks. 2 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   Legislator Bynoe. 3 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Good evening.  So on 4 

replenishment, you said it's replenished using 5 

surplus funds, correct? 6 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   7 

Correct. 8 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   So on Item 142-16, 9 

where we did the transfer, anticipating that we'd 10 

be settling this case and that fund would be 11 

close to being depleted, why didn't we consider 12 

moving some of these surplus funds into the 13 

litigation fund? 14 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   As I 15 

stated earlier, the 2016 budget, you, actually as 16 

a body, voted to appropriate $20 million into the 17 

fund. 18 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  Based on the 19 

settlement, we're going to work through a good 20 

portion of that, right? 21 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   That 22 

is correct. 23 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   So we just did some 24 

transfers and I'm wondering why we didn't 25 
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consider moving anything into that account based 2 

on the fact that we knew we were going to work 3 

through a considerable amount of what's currently 4 

existing. 5 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   It's 6 

not necessary at this time.  And as the year goes 7 

on, if we feel that we need to add more money to 8 

that fund at that point we will do so. 9 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Knowing that we have 10 

two other entities, both North Hempstead and the 11 

Town of Hempstead, we think the remaining funds 12 

are going to take care of those? 13 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   14 

Again, each settlement will be handled on its own 15 

merits, and it depends on what is negotiated. 16 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Okay.  You'll be 17 

back. 18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:   I just have one 19 

brief comment and then we can vote on this, which 20 

is simply that it is completely ridiculous to me 21 

that the county guarantee applies to this case, 22 

but that's not something that's my call, it was 23 

decided by a judge.  It's completely absurd, and 24 

I think we all agree with that. 25 
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 In any event; all in favor signify by 2 

saying aye. 3 

 (Aye.) 4 

 Those opposed? 5 

 (Nay.) 6 

 Abstaining? 7 

 (Abstain.) 8 

 Five-zero-two.  Five ayes, zero nos, and 9 

two abstentions.  Legislator Curran voted for it. 10 

 (Whereupon, the following is the minutes 11 

of the April 11, 2016, Veterans and Senior 12 

Affairs pertaining to Clerk 141-16.) 13 

 There is one item on the addendum today, 14 

which is Clerk Item 141-16, which is a Local Law 15 

to add Title 82 to the Miscellaneous Laws of 16 

Nassau County in relation to ensuring service-17 

disabled veterans have greater participation in 18 

county contracts. 19 

 May I have a motion? 20 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   So moved. 21 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Second. 22 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Muscarella and Dunne, 23 

second by Dunne. 24 

 The item is before us. 25 
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 Do I have anyone here from the 2 

administration here to speak on behalf? 3 

 MR. MAY:   Yes, Mr. Chairman.  I'm going 4 

to speak on behalf of this item. 5 

 This is a Local Law proposed by the 6 

county executive to help the veterans in our 7 

county establish or better participate in the 8 

contracts process of Nassau County.  It creates a 9 

service-disabled veterans program which is 10 

similar in concept to the MWBE program that we 11 

have, based off of state legislation that was 12 

passed in 2014.  And state certified veteran-13 

owned businesses will be, you know, contacted 14 

during the bid process to let them know that 15 

there are county contracts available and make any 16 

best efforts on behalf of the county to get them 17 

involved in the contract process. 18 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Through the Chair. 19 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Legislator Dunne. 20 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    I want you to relay 21 

back to the administration that we appreciate 22 

this.  We've been fighting for this for a long 23 

time.  We've been asking and asking that it be 24 

included.  I, being a disabled veteran myself, I 25 
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have a lot of friends that are disabled veterans 2 

who own businesses and could be doing work with 3 

the county.  If they just had a little bit of a 4 

leg up, they might be able to get in.  The state 5 

legislation provides for that.  I appreciate it. 6 

 We always have to look to make it better.  7 

This is step one.  Let's secure this and then we 8 

will go from there. 9 

 Please let Mr. Mangano know that we 10 

appreciate that we're opting into this.  It has 11 

my full support. 12 

 MR. MAY:   Excellent.  I'll let him know.  13 

And thank you for all of your support. 14 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Legislator Solages. 15 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Thank you very 16 

much, Chair Gaylor. 17 

 Good afternoon, Mr. May. 18 

 MR. MAY:   Good afternoon. 19 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Is there a 20 

particular percentage, goal of contracts that 21 

will be awarded to this new category of service-22 

disabled veterans? 23 

 MR. MAY:  I believe the goal is six 24 

percent, but of course that's just a baseline.  25 
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As the program goes, we will seek to expand that, 2 

as appropriate. 3 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Six percent of 4 

what? 5 

 MR. MAY:  Excuse me.  I believe it's six 6 

percent of all county contracts. 7 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Of the value of all 8 

county contracts or just a number? 9 

 MR. MAY:   I believe it's just a number, 10 

but I hear what you're saying and it's something 11 

we could certainly look into. 12 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Yes.  I just wanted 13 

to be more clear. 14 

 MR. MAY:   I understand.  You're trying 15 

to clarify.  When we say six percent, six percent 16 

of what?  I understand.  There could be a huge 17 

difference between six percent of a number of 18 

contracts and six percent of the value of 19 

contracts.  I hear what you're saying.  This is 20 

the start of the program.  We can certainly 21 

evaluate when we go on to see if we are reaching 22 

the goals that we want to reach.  Just having six 23 

percent of the contracts may not be enough.  We 24 

may want to look at six percent of the total 25 
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value of contracts.   2 

 Again, this is the very ground floor of 3 

this program.  Like I tell the people who work 4 

with me at my other job at the TLC, everyone is 5 

in at the ground floor.  We have the opportunity 6 

to work through issues at the start.  That's 7 

where we are with this, just right at the 8 

beginning. 9 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Understood, sir. 10 

 In addition, you know, this is all - 11 

these are all great goals.  I agree with my 12 

colleague, Legislator Dunne, that we need to do 13 

more for our veterans.  But what's important here 14 

is how we do this.  And who will be responsible 15 

for monitoring this? 16 

 MR. MAY:   The Office of Minority Affairs 17 

is tasked with monitoring this program and 18 

implementing it. 19 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   So they will be 20 

charged with the best efforts initiative, I 21 

guess. 22 

 MR. MAY:   Correct. 23 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   If I may. 24 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Of course.  Yes, 25 
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Mr. Chairman, of course. 2 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   The Office of Minority 3 

Affairs also monitors the contracts pertaining to 4 

minority-based woman enterprises? 5 

 MR. MAY:   Yes.  They will be doing 6 

similar work to the existing MWBE program, which 7 

is why we felt it was most appropriate to task 8 

that office with this Local Law. 9 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Okay.  Good. 10 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Thank you. 11 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   I have a question. 12 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Go ahead. 13 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   This six percent, 14 

how does it compare to the others?  Is there a 15 

set percentage for women and minority, in terms 16 

of numbers of contracts or values of contracts? 17 

 MR. MAY:   I don’t know.  Let me turn to 18 

my counsel here to see if he has an answer.  The 19 

answer is we believe six percent as well. 20 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   That number is the 21 

same as the others? 22 

 MR. MAY:   Yes. 23 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   This is just to 24 

possibly increase the amount?  Are we saying in 25 
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the past that we don't know if the number has 2 

even been close to six percent? 3 

 MR. MAY:   Which number close to six 4 

percent? 5 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   For the veterans. 6 

 MR. MAY:   We haven't studied it.  This 7 

is a new program. 8 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   So we don't know 9 

what the number has been all along? 10 

 MR. MAY:   We haven't delineated it, in 11 

terms of this program because this program hasn't 12 

existed.  So as we get information on the 13 

program, we will be able to see.  You have to 14 

understand -- 15 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   Statistics haven't 16 

been kept.  Is that what you're saying, we don't 17 

know? 18 

 MR. MAY:   Yes.  But I want to be very 19 

hesitant to how I say yes to that.  It's not that 20 

these numbers existed and we haven't tracked it.  21 

This program, under state law, only recently came 22 

into existence.  The state law was passed in 23 

2014.  The state is responsible for determining 24 

which business qualifies or is certified as a 25 
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service-disabled veteran business.  So this is 2 

all brand new.  It's not like we had a number of 3 

these.  To put it differently, we didn't know 4 

this class of business under the law because it 5 

did not exist before. 6 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   Got it. 7 

 MR. MAY:  So that's why we don't have a 8 

number to track.  It's not that we were just 9 

ignoring the issue.  The designation is new. 10 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   It's a similar 11 

endeavor to the others. 12 

 MR. MAY:   Correct. 13 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   So this is a new 14 

category that we're going - 15 

 MR. MAY:   Correct. 16 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   to be.  Okay.  Are 17 

we hopeful that this office will be tracking it?  18 

Is that the idea? 19 

 MR. MAY:   Yes. 20 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   The Office of 21 

Minority Affairs will keep track. 22 

 MR. MAY:   Yes. 23 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   We'll get 24 

clarification of whether it's the amount of 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  199 Rules Committee – 4-11-16 

contracts or the value of the contracts. 2 

 MR. MAY:   Yes, we can certainly clarify 3 

that. 4 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   If I may, Mr. May.  I 5 

think the way that the local law is written is 6 

that it's a percentage of the contracts, not the 7 

dollar value.  It's the number of contracts. 8 

 MR. MAY:   Correct.  Correct. 9 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Okay.  And this six 10 

percent is in addition to any other percentages 11 

that are already applied for minority or women 12 

based businesses, correct?  It's not being lumped 13 

in with the same six percent. 14 

 MR. MAY:   That is correct.  This will be 15 

a discreet number. 16 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   What I would like to 17 

do is publicly thank the minority, and especially 18 

Legislator Laura Curran who has been working with 19 

me for the last three or four months to try to 20 

get this before the committee.  On behalf of all 21 

of on this side, we thank all of you on that side 22 

as well to make this happen, as well as the 23 

county exec. 24 

 MR. MAY:   Thank you.  We certainly 25 
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appreciate it.  It's very nice when everyone is 2 

working cooperatively towards these same goals.  3 

A lot of good things can get done. 4 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Legislator, a question 5 

up here. 6 

 MR. MAY:   We already said thank you to 7 

everybody. 8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   It's not 9 

over.  I think you're happy to be back, I might 10 

be wrong.   11 

 MR. MAY:   It is a lot of fun being here.  12 

I shouldn't say that on the record, they may hold 13 

me to it. 14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I know 15 

we're harping on a minor detail, but we want to 16 

make sure it goes smooth. 17 

 The six percent participation rate of 18 

state certified business on county contracts is 19 

what's in the backup - in the resolution, rather.  20 

What is the participation rate?  How would we be 21 

able to clarify that? 22 

 MR. MAY:  It would just be six percent of 23 

the total amount of contracts in the county.  I 24 

could take a stab at it.  Typically, our 25 
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contracts, you see the bulk of them, in terms of 2 

the A, B, or E contracts.  Any given year it's 3 

about 500 contracts.  Then there are the blanket 4 

resolution contracts, which are typically social 5 

services contracts.  I’m going to say 6 

conservatively there are probably about 700 7 

contracts that the county enters into on an 8 

annual basis.  Whatever six percent of that is.   9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Forty-two. 10 

 MR. MAY:   There you go. 11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Do we have 12 

any way of an update per quarter just to make 13 

sure we're kind of on goal.  For instance, what 14 

if we are falling short at that number?  Do you 15 

have any idea of what we should do? 16 

 MR. MAY:  Again, it's the ground floor of 17 

a new program and a new process.  We're not going 18 

to know if we've even hit those targets for 19 

probably a full year after the program is in 20 

place.  Then once we have that in place, we can 21 

start an analysis of if there was a shortfall 22 

why.  First thing we have to do is we have to 23 

work off the state certified disabled veterans 24 

business list.  And then we have to see how many 25 
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people have received bids, how did they receive 2 

the bids?  Why didn't they respond to the bids?  3 

There will be a whole series of questions that 4 

would have to be asked, and it's really premature 5 

at this point to say what happened.  Why didn't 6 

we meet our goals when we haven't actually had 7 

the opportunity to attempt to achieve the goals?  8 

I think it would be more apt for this body to ask 9 

the county executive a year from now, a year and 10 

a half from now, whether it's this committee or 11 

this body as a whole, to say, hey, we'd like a 12 

report on how you're doing.   13 

 Again, I think it's premature now.  We 14 

haven't even started. 15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Just 16 

getting back to what the chair mentioned.  Is it 17 

the six percent in addition to what's already the 18 

baseline?  We don't even know what the baseline 19 

is, right, because we don't keep track of it.  So 20 

I don't know how we can be reassured that it's 21 

above what we have now if we don't know. 22 

 MR. MAY:   I think the chair was asking 23 

is the six percent, in addition to the MWBE goal, 24 

and the answer to that is yes. Again, we would 25 
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still have to have the program in place, operate 2 

it, and then do an analysis on our first year 3 

numbers.  It would be like anything else.  If we 4 

were a private company and we were doing sales 5 

and put a new product out, how do you know what 6 

you're going to sell?  You don't.  You put it out 7 

there, see what the numbers are the end of the 8 

year, and then analyze why you hit your targets 9 

or you didn't hit your targets. 10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Are we 11 

going to give preference to anybody that is a 12 

veteran-based company when we're going out to 13 

bid?  Are we going to ask that question in our 14 

RFP or anything? 15 

 MR. MAY:   I don't know that we can do 16 

that. 17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I don't 18 

know if we can, to be honest. 19 

 MR. MAY:   I don't think we can add 20 

points to somebody's RFP based on their status.  21 

I think the idea for getting these numbers in is 22 

to reach out to these businesses in the first 23 

place.  It may be that they are newly established 24 

businesses who aren't familiar with the process.  25 
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I don't know that we can do that. 2 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Do you know 3 

how many businesses that are state certified at 4 

this point?  Do you know how many there are? 5 

 MS. MEREDAY:   There are about 35 service 6 

disabled veterans businesses, and most of them 7 

are not from New York State.  I happen to be an 8 

expert. 9 

 MR. MAY:  I'm not going to testify on her 10 

behalf.  So the number that I'm hearing from the 11 

audience is 35.  I have no way to confirm that 12 

right now.  I could look at the Department of 13 

State website and see what the numbers are that 14 

they have certified.  And as counsel is reminding 15 

me and as I mentioned before, this is a new 16 

program for the state as well.  The law was 17 

signed into effect at the end of 2014, so they 18 

are just getting their ducks in a row. 19 

 Again, this is a brand new program for 20 

everybody. 21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I think 22 

it's great and I'm hoping - I really want to 23 

follow through with it.  If it's true, I've also 24 

heard that the number is low.  To find these 25 
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companies, I don't think we can give them special 2 

preference, as far as RFPs are involved.  I'm 3 

just hoping we can reach our goal because it's 4 

sort of set up that if the companies are not, you 5 

know, known to us and are not local and for them 6 

to come as lowest bid and hit all the other 7 

qualifications, it just seems like a good effort.  8 

 MR. MAY:  Play that scenario out.  Say 9 

there are only 35 disabled veteran service 10 

companies, and let's say all of them get 11 

contracts with the county but we need to hit 46 12 

in order for it to be six percent.  We know the 13 

answer.  Why didn't you reach six percent?  14 

Because there are not enough certified companies 15 

to make that number.  These are all 16 

hypotheticals. 17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I know. 18 

 MR. MAY:  We would have to run the 19 

program and see the result at the end of at least 20 

the first year. 21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I'm just 22 

trying to analyze it going forward.  It just 23 

looks like our pool is very small.  We legally 24 

probably can't give any special preference.  I 25 
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don't know what our number is going in.  I 2 

haven't heard any good feedback, as far as our 3 

history with using veteran companies.  4 

 MR. MAY:  I don't know that the 5 

distinction was every made under state law.  Once 6 

again - 7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   We don't 8 

know.   9 

 MR. MAY:   Right. 10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   We don't 11 

know where we're starting from.  We know the pool 12 

is going to be small, and there's really nothing 13 

we can do to legally promote. 14 

 MR. MAY:   It's a program that started 15 

last year, so we can assume that the number 16 

previous to this, as far as the category, legal 17 

category goes, was zero.  Presumably, we can only 18 

go up from there.  Again, at the end of a year or 19 

two of operation of this program, we will have 20 

better numbers and better information.  Remember, 21 

as this program goes on, the state is going to 22 

certify more and more companies. 23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Right. 24 

 MR. MAY:   I understand your concern, but 25 
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I don't know that it's necessarily appropriate at 2 

this time. 3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I'm not 4 

even really worried about this.  I'm just saying 5 

the six percent might be high for right now. 6 

 MR. MAY:  It might be high.  But let's 7 

challenge ourselves and get it done. 8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I hope we 9 

are successful with it. 10 

 MR. MAY:   Me too. 11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay. 12 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   And so the six percent 13 

matches the state suggested goal as well, 14 

correct? 15 

 MR. MAY:   That is correct. 16 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Do we have any public 17 

comment?  Ms. Mereday, the floor is yours. 18 

 MS. MEREDAY:  Thank you.  Finally.  19 

Finally.  And as I said earlier, this is a start. 20 

But, yes, I do happen to have extensive 21 

background in business development as it pertains 22 

to diverse suppliers, including minority, women, 23 

veterans, disabled, local businesses, etcetera. 24 

 To answer some of the earlier questions 25 
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and concerns.  The federal mandate is only three 2 

percent as it pertains to service-disabled 3 

business, service-disabled veteran businesses, 4 

and that's not by the number of contracts.  5 

Again, you can't say contracts because you don't 6 

know what the contract is for, you don't know 7 

what industry specific it pertains to.  So that 8 

random number does not suggest the inclusion 9 

aspects.   Then if you go by the value of the 10 

contract itself, you've given authorizations to a 11 

wide range of contracting opportunities, ranging 12 

from the millions to a couple thousand dollars.  13 

So one service disabled veteran, if you go by the 14 

percentage of a contract itself, one service 15 

disabled veteran could get a $100 million 16 

contract and you can say our goal was $100 17 

million for service disabled veterans and you 18 

have supported one company.  So you really have 19 

to be specific in that arena. 20 

 The number I mentioned with regard to 35 21 

is a figure that I received about six months ago 22 

when I attended a session that was sponsored by 23 

the New York State - one of the New York City 24 

departments actually but also in conjunction with 25 
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the MTA.  Because of the lack of outreach and 2 

development within New York State, the majority 3 

of those service-disabled businesses do not 4 

reside or do business in New York State.  So the 5 

first thing that we have to do is to generate the 6 

business pool within our community.   7 

 Again, and I'm sure it's on the record, 8 

I'm tired of saying it but sometimes it bears 9 

repeating.  Long Island has the largest veteran 10 

population in New York State and the northeast 11 

corridor.  All of the veterans that live on Long 12 

Island, a majority of them are what we would 13 

considered service-disabled veterans.  Some of 14 

them have service-disabled veteran businesses.  15 

Statistically, less than ten percent of veteran 16 

businesses, including service disabled and 17 

veteran-owned business, less than ten percent 18 

have the capacity to hire anybody, along with 19 

another veteran.  So you've got 90 percent, an 20 

approximate number, 90 percent of veteran-owned 21 

businesses, including both categories, who don't 22 

have the capacity to hire somebody else.  What 23 

does that say?  That says that the majority of 24 

the nation's veteran-owned businesses, even those 25 
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that qualify under the federal mandated three 2 

percent, could not even conduct any outreach of 3 

the contracts that take place.  So it really is a 4 

building from the bottom, so to speak.  That's 5 

not to say that we cannot bring in service-6 

disabled veteran business that are qualified, 7 

which I have been trying to -- I have been 8 

proposing to do.  A lot of the teeth and the 9 

background information for this particular law 10 

was presented to this body, via Legislator Laura 11 

Curran, by me. 12 

 So, that is where we are in terms of what 13 

we need to do.  We need to start the development.  14 

We need to do the outreach.  We need to build the 15 

model.  Now, Nassau County can be an example of 16 

that, in terms of all of the contracting 17 

opportunities that we have bringing in qualified 18 

and established service-disabled veterans who can 19 

hire our student veterans who cannot afford to 20 

stay here.  They can co-partner with the smaller 21 

veteran businesses and service-disabled veteran 22 

businesses that are here so that that business 23 

can grow and hire someone else, so that the 24 

veterans that are about to lose their home can 25 
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keep a job and stay here and contribute to the 2 

taxes.  So it's not just a cookie cutter model. 3 

 I agree that this is a start.  It is 4 

appreciated.  But there is still a great deal of 5 

work to do as opposed to just, again, putting out 6 

a press release, patting ourselves on the back.  7 

And I have to once again address veterans that 8 

are homeless or about to be evicted, student 9 

veterans that have graduated leave here and 10 

trying to keep somebody from staying here. 11 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Absolutely.  And I 12 

think all the legislators on the committee here 13 

will agree with you. 14 

 On behalf of all of your efforts and your 15 

advocating, thank you.  And keep up the good work 16 

for our veterans, please. 17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Can I just 18 

ask one other quick question? 19 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Absolutely. 20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   This is 21 

under the Office of Minority Affairs.  But who 22 

specifically is going to be overseeing it?  Do we 23 

have any type of outreach program?   24 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Mr. May, are you going 25 
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to take that one on? 2 

 MR. MAY:    Sure.  The question was who 3 

is going to be responsible for -- 4 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Getting the word out. 5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Right.  6 

Maybe even being proactive maybe, since we are 7 

all behind this.  Is it the compliance office? 8 

 MR. MAY:   Again, new program, we have to 9 

work out the kinks here.  It's going to be based 10 

out of the Office of Minority Affairs.  We're 11 

also going to have the Office of Purchasing 12 

handle making sure that the registered businesses 13 

all get the bids that go out to all the other 14 

businesses.  So there will be some initial 15 

outreach, as far as bidding on contracts goes as 16 

well. 17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   What are 18 

the outreach efforts?  Are you going to reach out 19 

to veteran halls? 20 

 MR. MAY:   Reaching out to veteran halls 21 

wouldn't necessarily help because they have to be 22 

a state registered, state certified service-23 

disabled veteran owned business. 24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I think it 25 
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would be worthwhile to meet with the veterans 2 

personally, just to put the idea in their head.  3 

There might even be people that aren't certified 4 

that might want to get certified.  Not everyone 5 

watches us on live stream. 6 

 MR. MAY:   My colleague, Deputy County 7 

Executive Eric Naughton, has asked that he be 8 

tagged in. 9 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   One 10 

method that we've decided we're going to use is 11 

we have the list from the state of the certified 12 

disabled veterans.  So working with Constituent 13 

Affairs, Minority Affairs will send out a letter 14 

to them to let them know about our new law and 15 

suggest to them that they meet with our 16 

Purchasing Department, let them know of all of 17 

the opportunities that the county does have so we 18 

can make this very effective. 19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Is that 20 

number approximately what we were mentioning 21 

before, the number of companies in the state that 22 

are certified? 23 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   No.  24 

The list that we've seen from the state, it's 25 
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roughly about 34 pages, we think it's probably 2 

closer to about 200 vendors in the state. 3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay.  4 

Maybe we can just get a copy of it.  Would you 5 

mind sending me a copy of that list?  Would you 6 

mind just forwarding a copy of the list of 7 

vendors? 8 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   Sure. 9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I would 10 

appreciate just taking a look at it. 11 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   Not a 12 

problem. 13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Thank you. 14 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   If you would, just 15 

send it to the chair and then I'll distribute it 16 

to all of the legislators. 17 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   Will 18 

do that. 19 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Thank you much. 20 

 Do we have any other public comment? 21 

 (No verbal response.)  22 

 At this time we'll take a vote. 23 

 All those in favor of passing this item 24 

please signify by saying aye. 25 
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 (Aye.) 2 

 Any opposed? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 The item passes unanimously. 5 

 (Whereupon, the following is the 6 

continuation of the minutes of the April 11, 7 

2016, Rules Committee meeting.) 8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Now we go back to 9 

those items that are rules only.   10 

 I am going to begin with Item 36, which 11 

is a resolution opting into the state legislation 12 

in relation to special retirement plans for 13 

sheriffs, undersheriffs, and deputy sheriffs. 14 

 Motion, please? 15 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So moved. 16 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 18 

Legislator Kopel, seconded by Legislator 19 

Nicolello. 20 

 And who is here to speak on this one? 21 

 MR. MAY:   I'm going to handle this one, 22 

Madam Presiding Officer. 23 

 This is a resolution opting the county 24 

into state law, just as you said.  It allows for 25 
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the sheriff to designate at the beginning of 2 

somebody's employment that they are qualifying 3 

for the 50 percent time accrual for law 4 

enforcement purposes so they qualify for the 20 5 

year retirement. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  Any 7 

questions for Mr. May? 8 

 (No verbal response.)  9 

 Any public comment? 10 

 (No verbal response.)  11 

 There being none; all those in favor of 12 

36 signify by saying aye. 13 

 (Aye.) 14 

 Any opposed? 15 

 (No verbal response.)  16 

 Any abstentions? 17 

 (No verbal response.)  18 

 The item passes unanimously. 19 

 The next item is Item 120, a resolution 20 

to accept a gift offered by a donor to the Nassau 21 

County Police Department. 22 

 I'm going to ask for a motion, please. 23 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 24 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 2 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 3 

Nicolello. 4 

 Okay.  Lieutenant. 5 

 LIEUTENANT STEPHANOFF:   Good afternoon.  6 

Lieutenant Greg Stephanoff.   7 

 This is a donation from the Nassau County 8 

Police Department Foundation to donate 100 t-9 

shirts, valued at $750, for the police youth 10 

academy program. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions of 12 

the Lieutenant? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 Any public comment? 15 

 (No verbal response.)  16 

 There being none; all those in favor of 17 

Item 120 signify by saying aye. 18 

 (Aye.) 19 

 Any opposed? 20 

 (No verbal response.)  21 

 Any abstentions? 22 

 (No verbal response.)  23 

 The item passes unanimously. 24 

 LIEUTENANT STEPHANOFF:   Thank you. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  Thank you, 2 

Lieutenant. 3 

 The next item is Item 129, a resolution 4 

requesting the Legislature of the State of New 5 

York to enact and the governor to approve and act 6 

in relation to disability retirement benefits for 7 

sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, undersheriffs, and 8 

correction officers in Nassau County. 9 

 Motion, please? 10 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 13 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 14 

Nicolello.  15 

 Are you going to talk to this one too? 16 

 MR. MAY:   Yes, I am, Madam Presiding 17 

Officer. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay. 19 

 MR. MAY:   This is an item, a home rule 20 

message requesting that the State Legislature 21 

change retirement disability services for 22 

corrections officers.  Currently, a correction 23 

officer can earn 3/4 disability if they are 24 

assaulted by an inmate in prison, injuries 25 
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leading to disability retirement.  However, the 2 

same offer is not presented to the officers if 3 

they are assaulted by somebody who is not an 4 

inmate.  In other words, if there -- God forbid 5 

this every occurred - if an officer is sitting at 6 

the guard booth, a drunk driver drives into the 7 

guard booth, the officer would have to retire at 8 

one-third, which is basic retirement.  But if 9 

they were assaulted by a drunk driver who was in 10 

custody, they would earn the three-quarters 11 

retirement, disability retirement.  This is just 12 

to give the correction officers disability 13 

retirement protections in case they are injured 14 

while on the job but not by an inmate, if that 15 

makes sense. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions of 17 

Mr. May on this item? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 There being none; all those in favor of 20 

Item 129 signify by saying aye. 21 

 (Aye.) 22 

 Any opposed? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 Any abstentions? 25 
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 (No verbal response.)  2 

 The item passes unanimously. 3 

 Thank you, Mr. May. 4 

 The next three items can be called 5 

together because all three are IMAs. 6 

 The first one is Item 131, which, by the 7 

way, was clocked in at 4:57 on April 6, 2016, 8 

which is a resolution to execute an IMA, an 9 

inter-municipal agreement, with the Village of 10 

Stewart Manor in relation to a project for a 11 

streetscape project on the east side of Covert 12 

Avenue, between the Long Island Rail Road and 13 

Tulip Avenue. 14 

 132, another IMA with the East Meadow 15 

Fire District in relation to obtaining 16 16 

Panasonic "Toughpad" FZ-F1 Devices and related 17 

equipment. 18 

  And the third IMA is Item 133 with the 19 

Mineola Memorial Public Library to renovate the 20 

Mineola Memorial Public Library. 21 

 Motion, please? 22 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   So moved. 23 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 25 
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Legislator Kopel, seconded by Legislator 2 

Nicolello. 3 

 I don't know if we need to talk about 4 

these.  5 

 MR. MAY:  I can briefly describe what the 6 

items are. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Absolutely. 8 

 MR. MAY:   The first one is an IMA with 9 

Stewart Manor for a $100,000 streetscape.  For 10 

the East Meadow Fire District, it is money for 11 

portable data terminals so that the firefighters 12 

have information onsite as opposed to at the 13 

stationhouse, and $10,000 for renovations to the 14 

Mineola Memorial Library. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  Any 16 

questions on these items? 17 

 (No verbal response.)  18 

 There being none; all those in favor 19 

signify by saying aye. 20 

 (Aye.) 21 

 Any opposed? 22 

 (No verbal response.)  23 

 Any abstentions? 24 

 (No verbal response.)  25 
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 There being none, the items pass 2 

unanimously. 3 

 Now for the addendum.  Item 136, an 4 

ordinance for the prevention of fires by 5 

establishing uniform regulations for the control 6 

of fire hazards and for the enforcement of such 7 

regulations. 8 

 Motion, please? 9 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 10 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 12 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 13 

Nicolello. 14 

 I have to say there are several people 15 

who have been here practically all day to speak 16 

on this item, and they are right behind you, Mr. 17 

May. 18 

 MR. MAY:  I know.  I know they're right 19 

behind me. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Mr. Priest is 21 

here. 22 

 MR. MAY:   I'm going to get out of the 23 

way. 24 

 MR. PRIEST:   Good evening, Madam 25 
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Presiding Officer, members of the Legislature.  2 

What is before you in this item is a full 3 

rewrite, for the first time, in many, many years 4 

of the Nassau County Fire Prevention Ordinance.  5 

The Fire Prevention Ordinance is a unique 6 

document in New York State which consistently 7 

helps Nassau County rank among the lowest death 8 

by fire rate of anywhere, especially for such a 9 

populous county in the State of New York. 10 

 I'm here just to introduce it.  I am 11 

going to turn it over to Assistant Chief Michael 12 

Yutaro.  Assistant Chief Michael Yutaro literally 13 

underwent an immense effort to get this done, if 14 

you have any specific questions of him. 15 

 MR. YUTARO:  Good evening, everybody. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Good evening. 17 

 MR. YUTARO:   I know we met with a couple 18 

of you.  I know we met with the minority side.  19 

We also met with the counsels from both the 20 

minority and the majority side.  We discussed and 21 

we gave a brief presentation about the 22 

highlights.  It's a document that's extended from 23 

100-something pages to almost 400 pages.  It 24 

brings us into the 21st Century.  We got a lot of 25 
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input from both fire protection contractors, the 2 

public, the business communities, as well as fire 3 

safety advocates, to try to basically tighten up 4 

the document and make it a document that we can 5 

work with moving forward.   6 

 If you have any questions, I'd be more 7 

than happy to try to answer them. 8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions of 9 

Mr. Yutaro?  Legislator Nicolello. 10 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   I just have a 11 

couple of quick points. 12 

 One of the things that this is doing is 13 

continuing or implementing automatic 14 

extinguishing systems at motor fuel dispensing 15 

locations, gas stations, basically. 16 

 MR. YUTARO:   Yes, sir.  The state opted 17 

not to adopt that part in the new State Code, and 18 

we will be adopting it in our new ordinance. 19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   We think that's a 20 

very good idea.  21 

 Secondly, that requires fire alarm 22 

systems, etcetera, at pet stores and places where 23 

they have animals. 24 

 MR. YUTARO:   Yes.  Again, we have 25 
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adopted that and amended our ordinance to include 2 

that as well, with an adoption period to give 3 

these businesses enough time to comply. 4 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Very good.  Thank 5 

you. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Minority Leader. 7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    More of a 8 

comment.  Just wanted to thank you for your time 9 

on Thursday evening, for spending with members of 10 

the caucus.  We all felt that your presentation 11 

was very well thought out and very well done.  We 12 

were very impressed.  We just wanted to thank you 13 

again for taking the time out.  We plan to vote 14 

in the affirmative for this ordinance.  Thank 15 

you, again. 16 

 MR. YUTARO:   Thank you very much. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Mr. Bivone, who 18 

has been sitting here patiently all afternoon.  19 

Mr. Bivone. 20 

 MR. BIVONE:   Good evening, Presiding 21 

Officer and members of the Legislature.  Richard 22 

M. Bivone.  I have offices at 308 East Meadow 23 

Avenue in East Meadow.  I represent the Long 24 

Island Business Counsel, and, also, I have a 25 
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private consulting firm that we are experts in 2 

building codes and fire safety and have been 3 

working with Nassau County Fire Marshals for many 4 

years. 5 

 We believe in this overhaul of this 6 

ordinance.  The last, if I remember correctly, 7 

was in 1980.  It's a very old ordinance.  8 

Historically, throughout New York State different 9 

types of industry, what they do is they change 10 

their code every three years to keep up with 11 

construction methods and new materials.  We think 12 

it's very important that this ordinance is 13 

changed at this time. 14 

 This will bring the ordinance into 15 

compliance or into line with the New York State 16 

Building Code, as it's very important.  This will 17 

make it easier for the developers, architects, 18 

engineers, and also we believe for the small 19 

businesses that are in Nassau County.   20 

 To date, Chief Tusa and his staff work 21 

very hard.  Actually, Assistant Chief Yutaro has 22 

met with the Long Island Business Counsel twice 23 

to discuss the fact that we are going to have a 24 

new ordinance in place.  I have read the previous 25 
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versions of this new ordinance since it's going 2 

to be coming into the Full Legislature, we hope, 3 

soon, and we are in full support of this 4 

ordinance being passed. 5 

 We thank you, the Legislature, and also 6 

the Fire Marshal's Office, which we think does a 7 

great job, second to none. 8 

 Thank you. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Mr. Bivone, this 10 

will be on the April 25 calendar of the Full 11 

Legislature. 12 

 MR. BIVONE:   At five o'clock or six? 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I’m going to give 14 

you a heads up.   15 

 I have to say thank you to the Fire 16 

Marshal's Office as well.  I know you have been 17 

in communication with both sides of the aisle 18 

over the years, and I would say as recently as 19 

early 2016.  So I thank you for all your hard 20 

work.  It's something that was a long time in 21 

coming.  But you know, sometimes, you know what 22 

they say, anything worthwhile is waiting for.  23 

Guess what?  This is certainly worthwhile.  I'm 24 

sorry you had to wait so long. 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  228 Rules Committee – 4-11-16 

 Thank you for all your help.  Thank you, 2 

Mr. Bivone, for being here so long, and I hope 3 

you got some business done while you were here.  4 

Thank you so much. 5 

 All those in favor -- we have some more?  6 

Okay.  Come on. 7 

 MS. BARBOUR:   Hi.  My name is Melissa 8 

Barbour, and I represent the New York Fire 9 

Counsel, a division of Mechanical Contractors 10 

Association.  The contractors in our association 11 

install, inspect, test, and maintain fire 12 

suppression systems in tens of thousands of 13 

buildings around New York City and Long Island. 14 

 We have reviewed the document.  We've 15 

worked with fire marshal's office.  We applaud 16 

the efforts of the fire marshal's office.  17 

Obviously, this strengthens the requirements both 18 

in installation, inspection, testing, and 19 

maintenance, and also regarding the competency of 20 

the people performing that work. 21 

 We have had some concerns.  We still do, 22 

including some of the requirements.  But we are 23 

in the process of working with the fire marshal's 24 

office in the next week, and we are confident 25 
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that we are going to reach a resolution on those 2 

and look forward to supporting it. 3 

 Thank you. 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you very 5 

much.  I do have a slip here.  I'm sorry, 6 

Melissa.  And thank you too for waiting so long. 7 

 Any other comments from the legislators? 8 

 (No verbal response.)  9 

 There being none; all those in favor of 10 

136 signify by saying aye. 11 

 (Aye.) 12 

 Any opposed? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 Any abstentions? 15 

 (No verbal response.)  16 

 The item passes unanimously. 17 

 Now we're going to move along to - there 18 

are three items that I can call together.  They 19 

are all a gift to the police department. 20 

 Items 138, 139, 140, the resolutions 21 

pertain to a gift offered by donors to the Nassau 22 

County Police Department. 23 

 Motion, please? 24 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  230 Rules Committee – 4-11-16 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 3 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 4 

Nicolello. 5 

 Okay.  Lieutenant. 6 

 LIEUTENANT STEPHANOFF:   Good afternoon.  7 

Lieutenant Greg Stephanoff again.  8 

 138-16 is a donation from the Nassau 9 

County Police Department Foundation to donate 10 

NCPD plaques for the new precincts and policing 11 

center, costing approximately $3,189.  These are 12 

going to be the round NCPD seal that will go 13 

behind the desks when the public walks in. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions of 15 

the Lieutenant? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 There being none; you can move on to the 18 

next one. 19 

 Item 139-16 is to allow the Nassau County 20 

Police Foundation to donate approximately $6,250 21 

to purchase ambulance complete GM service support 22 

package, for a two-year subscription.  This is 23 

the computer that the ambulance will plug into 24 

that can read the computer on the ambulance and 25 
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it can reset the computer.  Without this 2 

software, it would require a trip to the dealer.  3 

So this will get the ambulance back on the street 4 

quicker. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  Any 6 

questions of the Lieutenant on this item? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 There being none; go on to 140. 9 

 Item 140-16 is to allow the Nassau County 10 

Police Department Foundation to donate 11 

approximately $10,000 to host civilian police 12 

academy classes.  It will allow them to run more 13 

classes. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   That's a good 15 

thing. 16 

 Any questions on this item? 17 

 (No verbal response.)  18 

 There being none; all those in favor of 19 

138, 139, 140 signify by saying aye. 20 

 (Aye.) 21 

 Any opposed? 22 

 (No verbal response.)  23 

 Any abstentions? 24 

 (No verbal response.)  25 
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 The items pass unanimously. 2 

 LIEUTENANT STEPHANOFF:   Thank you. 3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you very 4 

much, Lieutenant. 5 

 The next item went through Finance; 6 

however, I'm calling it.  Item 143, a resolution 7 

authorizing the county attorney to compromise and 8 

settle the claims of different utility companies, 9 

as set forth in various actions pursuant to the 10 

County Law, the County Government Law of Nassau 11 

County, and the Nassau County Administrative 12 

Code. 13 

 Motion, please? 14 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 17 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 18 

Nicolello. 19 

 Any further questions regarding this 20 

item? 21 

 (No verbal response.)  22 

 No further questions, so I'm going to 23 

call the item.  All those in favor of 143 signify 24 

by saying aye. 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  233 Rules Committee – 4-11-16 

 (Aye.) 2 

 Any opposed? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 Any abstentions? 5 

 (Abstain.) 6 

 It's six to one.  Six in favor, one 7 

abstention.  It's six-zero-one. 8 

 Item 144, an ordinance to provide 9 

information related to sun safety to lifeguards 10 

assigned to Nassau County outdoor pools, bathing 11 

beaches, and Nickerson Beach. 12 

 I'm going to move it and you're going to 13 

second it.  We have until next month.  We have 14 

two weeks.  You have to second it, otherwise I'm 15 

not calling this thing.  Melanoma Month is next 16 

month. 17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   I will second it.  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   It does what we 19 

want it to do, Judy. 20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Okay. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   All those in 22 

favor of 144 signify by saying aye. 23 

 (Aye.) 24 

 Any opposed? 25 
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 (No verbal response.)  2 

 Any abstentions? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 Okay.  It passes unanimously.  It will go 5 

to the Full Leg on the 25th. 6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   I just want to say 7 

it's a very good thing.  It shouldn't be needed, 8 

but in this day and age, with all we've read 9 

about melanoma and all the things that could 10 

happen, the horrible things that could happen, 11 

it's good that we're passing something that will 12 

give people protection and awareness of the 13 

dangers that they're out in, all of us, all the 14 

time. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   And we're 16 

obligating them to make sure that they do what 17 

they have to do. 18 

 Guess what guys.  Motion to adjourn? 19 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Motion by 22 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator 23 

Nicolello. 24 

 All those in favor signify by saying aye. 25 
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 (Aye.) 2 

 Any opposed? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 We are now adjourned. 5 

 (Whereupon, the Rules Committee adjourned 6 

at 6:09 p.m.) 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 



 
 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  236 

C E R T I F I C A T E 

 

 I, FRANK GRAY, a Shorthand Reporter and 

Notary Public in and for the State of New York, 

do hereby state: 

 THAT I attended at the time and place above 

mentioned and took stenographic record of the 

proceedings in the above-entitled matter; 

 THAT the foregoing transcript is a true and 

accurate transcript of the same and the whole 

thereof, according to the best of my ability and 

belief. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this 26th day of April, 2016. 

 

 

    ___________________________ 
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 CHAIRMAN WINK:   I call the Veterans and 2 

Senior Affairs Committee to order.  I'll ask the 3 

Clerk to call the role. 4 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Thank you, Mr. 5 

Chairman. 6 

 Legislator Ellen Birnbaum? 7 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   Here. 8 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Delia 9 

DeRiggi-Whitton? 10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Here. 11 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Ranking Member Carrie 12 

Solages? 13 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Here. 14 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Vincent 15 

Muscarella? 16 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   Here. 17 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Legislator Dennis 18 

Dunne? 19 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Here. 20 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Vice Chairwoman Rose 21 

Marie Walker? 22 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   Here. 23 

 CLERK PULITZER:   Chairman C. William 24 

Gaylor III? 25 
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 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Present. 2 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   We have a quorum. 3 

 Before we begin, may I have a motion to 4 

suspend the rules? 5 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 6 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Second. 7 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Moved by Legislator 8 

Walker, seconded by Legislator Dunne. 9 

 All in favor of suspending the rules 10 

please signify by saying aye. 11 

 (Aye.) 12 

 The rules have been suspended. 13 

 There is one item on the addendum today, 14 

which is Clerk Item 141-16, which is a Local Law 15 

to add Title 82 to the Miscellaneous Laws of 16 

Nassau County in relation to ensuring service-17 

disabled veterans have greater participation in 18 

county contracts. 19 

 May I have a motion? 20 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   So moved. 21 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Second. 22 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Muscarella and Dunne, 23 

second by Dunne. 24 

 The item is before us. 25 
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 Do I have anyone here from the 2 

administration here to speak on behalf? 3 

 MR. MAY:   Yes, Mr. Chairman.  I'm going 4 

to speak on behalf of this item. 5 

 This is a Local Law proposed by the 6 

county executive to help the veterans in our 7 

county establish or better participate in the 8 

contracts process of Nassau County.  It creates a 9 

service-disabled veterans program which is 10 

similar in concept to the MWBE program that we 11 

have, based off of state legislation that was 12 

passed in 2014.  And state certified veteran-13 

owned businesses will be, you know, contacted 14 

during the bid process to let them know that 15 

there are county contracts available and make any 16 

best efforts on behalf of the county to get them 17 

involved in the contract process. 18 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Through the Chair. 19 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Legislator Dunne. 20 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    I want you to relay 21 

back to the administration that we appreciate 22 

this.  We've been fighting for this for a long 23 

time.  We've been asking and asking that it be 24 

included.  I, being a disabled veteran myself, I 25 
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have a lot of friends that are disabled veterans 2 

who own businesses and could be doing work with 3 

the county.  If they just had a little bit of a 4 

leg up, they might be able to get in.  The state 5 

legislation provides for that.  I appreciate it. 6 

 We always have to look to make it better.  7 

This is step one.  Let's secure this and then we 8 

will go from there. 9 

 Please let Mr. Mangano know that we 10 

appreciate that we're opting into this.  It has 11 

my full support. 12 

 MR. MAY:   Excellent.  I'll let him know.  13 

And thank you for all of your support. 14 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Legislator Solages. 15 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Thank you very 16 

much, Chair Gaylor. 17 

 Good afternoon, Mr. May. 18 

 MR. MAY:   Good afternoon. 19 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Is there a 20 

particular percentage, goal of contracts that 21 

will be awarded to this new category of service-22 

disabled veterans? 23 

 MR. MAY:  I believe the goal is six 24 

percent, but of course that's just a baseline.  25 
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As the program goes, we will seek to expand that, 2 

as appropriate. 3 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Six percent of 4 

what? 5 

 MR. MAY:  Excuse me.  I believe it's six 6 

percent of all county contracts. 7 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Of the value of all 8 

county contracts or just a number? 9 

 MR. MAY:   I believe it's just a number, 10 

but I hear what you're saying and it's something 11 

we could certainly look into. 12 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Yes.  I just wanted 13 

to be more clear. 14 

 MR. MAY:   I understand.  You're trying 15 

to clarify.  When we say six percent, six percent 16 

of what?  I understand.  There could be a huge 17 

difference between six percent of a number of 18 

contracts and six percent of the value of 19 

contracts.  I hear what you're saying.  This is 20 

the start of the program.  We can certainly 21 

evaluate when we go on to see if we are reaching 22 

the goals that we want to reach.  Just having six 23 

percent of the contracts may not be enough.  We 24 

may want to look at six percent of the total 25 
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value of contracts.   2 

 Again, this is the very ground floor of 3 

this program.  Like I tell the people who work 4 

with me at my other job at the TLC, everyone is 5 

in at the ground floor.  We have the opportunity 6 

to work through issues at the start.  That's 7 

where we are with this, just right at the 8 

beginning. 9 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Understood, sir. 10 

 In addition, you know, this is all - 11 

these are all great goals.  I agree with my 12 

colleague, Legislator Dunne, that we need to do 13 

more for our veterans.  But what's important here 14 

is how we do this.  And who will be responsible 15 

for monitoring this? 16 

 MR. MAY:   The Office of Minority Affairs 17 

is tasked with monitoring this program and 18 

implementing it. 19 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   So they will be 20 

charged with the best efforts initiative, I 21 

guess. 22 

 MR. MAY:   Correct. 23 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   If I may. 24 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Of course.  Yes, 25 
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Mr. Chairman, of course. 2 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   The Office of Minority 3 

Affairs also monitors the contracts pertaining to 4 

minority-based woman enterprises? 5 

 MR. MAY:   Yes.  They will be doing 6 

similar work to the existing MWBE program, which 7 

is why we felt it was most appropriate to task 8 

that office with this Local Law. 9 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Okay.  Good. 10 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Thank you. 11 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   I have a question. 12 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Go ahead. 13 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   This six percent, 14 

how does it compare to the others?  Is there a 15 

set percentage for women and minority, in terms 16 

of numbers of contracts or values of contracts? 17 

 MR. MAY:   I don’t know.  Let me turn to 18 

my counsel here to see if he has an answer.  The 19 

answer is we believe six percent as well. 20 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   That number is the 21 

same as the others? 22 

 MR. MAY:   Yes. 23 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   This is just to 24 

possibly increase the amount?  Are we saying in 25 
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the past that we don't know if the number has 2 

even been close to six percent? 3 

 MR. MAY:   Which number close to six 4 

percent? 5 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   For the veterans. 6 

 MR. MAY:   We haven't studied it.  This 7 

is a new program. 8 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   So we don't know 9 

what the number has been all along? 10 

 MR. MAY:   We haven't delineated it, in 11 

terms of this program because this program hasn't 12 

existed.  So as we get information on the 13 

program, we will be able to see.  You have to 14 

understand -- 15 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   Statistics haven't 16 

been kept.  Is that what you're saying, we don't 17 

know? 18 

 MR. MAY:   Yes.  But I want to be very 19 

hesitant to how I say yes to that.  It's not that 20 

these numbers existed and we haven't tracked it.  21 

This program, under state law, only recently came 22 

into existence.  The state law was passed in 23 

2014.  The state is responsible for determining 24 

which business qualifies or is certified as a 25 
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service-disabled veteran business.  So this is 2 

all brand new.  It's not like we had a number of 3 

these.  To put it differently, we didn't know 4 

this class of business under the law because it 5 

did not exist before. 6 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   Got it. 7 

 MR. MAY:  So that's why we don't have a 8 

number to track.  It's not that we were just 9 

ignoring the issue.  The designation is new. 10 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   It's a similar 11 

endeavor to the others. 12 

 MR. MAY:   Correct. 13 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   So this is a new 14 

category that we're going - 15 

 MR. MAY:   Correct. 16 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   to be.  Okay.  Are 17 

we hopeful that this office will be tracking it?  18 

Is that the idea? 19 

 MR. MAY:   Yes. 20 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   The Office of 21 

Minority Affairs will keep track. 22 

 MR. MAY:   Yes. 23 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   We'll get 24 

clarification of whether it's the amount of 25 
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contracts or the value of the contracts. 2 

 MR. MAY:   Yes, we can certainly clarify 3 

that. 4 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   If I may, Mr. May.  I 5 

think the way that the local law is written is 6 

that it's a percentage of the contracts, not the 7 

dollar value.  It's the number of contracts. 8 

 MR. MAY:   Correct.  Correct. 9 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Okay.  And this six 10 

percent is in addition to any other percentages 11 

that are already applied for minority or women 12 

based businesses, correct?  It's not being lumped 13 

in with the same six percent. 14 

 MR. MAY:   That is correct.  This will be 15 

a discreet number. 16 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   What I would like to 17 

do is publicly thank the minority, and especially 18 

Legislator Laura Curran who has been working with 19 

me for the last three or four months to try to 20 

get this before the committee.  On behalf of all 21 

of on this side, we thank all of you on that side 22 

as well to make this happen, as well as the 23 

county exec. 24 

 MR. MAY:   Thank you.  We certainly 25 
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appreciate it.  It's very nice when everyone is 2 

working cooperatively towards these same goals.  3 

A lot of good things can get done. 4 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Legislator, a question 5 

up here. 6 

 MR. MAY:   We already said thank you to 7 

everybody. 8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   It's not 9 

over.  I think you're happy to be back, I might 10 

be wrong.   11 

 MR. MAY:   It is a lot of fun being here.  12 

I shouldn't say that on the record, they may hold 13 

me to it. 14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I know 15 

we're harping on a minor detail, but we want to 16 

make sure it goes smooth. 17 

 The six percent participation rate of 18 

state certified business on county contracts is 19 

what's in the backup - in the resolution, rather.  20 

What is the participation rate?  How would we be 21 

able to clarify that? 22 

 MR. MAY:  It would just be six percent of 23 

the total amount of contracts in the county.  I 24 

could take a stab at it.  Typically, our 25 
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contracts, you see the bulk of them, in terms of 2 

the A, B, or E contracts.  Any given year it's 3 

about 500 contracts.  Then there are the blanket 4 

resolution contracts, which are typically social 5 

services contracts.  I’m going to say 6 

conservatively there are probably about 700 7 

contracts that the county enters into on an 8 

annual basis.  Whatever six percent of that is.   9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Forty-two. 10 

 MR. MAY:   There you go. 11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Do we have 12 

any way of an update per quarter just to make 13 

sure we're kind of on goal.  For instance, what 14 

if we are falling short at that number?  Do you 15 

have any idea of what we should do? 16 

 MR. MAY:  Again, it's the ground floor of 17 

a new program and a new process.  We're not going 18 

to know if we've even hit those targets for 19 

probably a full year after the program is in 20 

place.  Then once we have that in place, we can 21 

start an analysis of if there was a shortfall 22 

why.  First thing we have to do is we have to 23 

work off the state certified disabled veterans 24 

business list.  And then we have to see how many 25 
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people have received bids, how did they receive 2 

the bids?  Why didn't they respond to the bids?  3 

There will be a whole series of questions that 4 

would have to be asked, and it's really premature 5 

at this point to say what happened.  Why didn't 6 

we meet our goals when we haven't actually had 7 

the opportunity to attempt to achieve the goals?  8 

I think it would be more apt for this body to ask 9 

the county executive a year from now, a year and 10 

a half from now, whether it's this committee or 11 

this body as a whole, to say, hey, we'd like a 12 

report on how you're doing.   13 

 Again, I think it's premature now.  We 14 

haven't even started. 15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Just 16 

getting back to what the chair mentioned.  Is it 17 

the six percent in addition to what's already the 18 

baseline?  We don't even know what the baseline 19 

is, right, because we don't keep track of it.  So 20 

I don't know how we can be reassured that it's 21 

above what we have now if we don't know. 22 

 MR. MAY:   I think the chair was asking 23 

is the six percent, in addition to the MWBE goal, 24 

and the answer to that is yes. Again, we would 25 
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still have to have the program in place, operate 2 

it, and then do an analysis on our first year 3 

numbers.  It would be like anything else.  If we 4 

were a private company and we were doing sales 5 

and put a new product out, how do you know what 6 

you're going to sell?  You don't.  You put it out 7 

there, see what the numbers are the end of the 8 

year, and then analyze why you hit your targets 9 

or you didn't hit your targets. 10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Are we 11 

going to give preference to anybody that is a 12 

veteran-based company when we're going out to 13 

bid?  Are we going to ask that question in our 14 

RFP or anything? 15 

 MR. MAY:   I don't know that we can do 16 

that. 17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I don't 18 

know if we can, to be honest. 19 

 MR. MAY:   I don't think we can add 20 

points to somebody's RFP based on their status.  21 

I think the idea for getting these numbers in is 22 

to reach out to these businesses in the first 23 

place.  It may be that they are newly established 24 

businesses who aren't familiar with the process.  25 
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I don't know that we can do that. 2 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Do you know 3 

how many businesses that are state certified at 4 

this point?  Do you know how many there are? 5 

 MS. MEREDAY:   There are about 35 service 6 

disabled veterans businesses, and most of them 7 

are not from New York State.  I happen to be an 8 

expert. 9 

 MR. MAY:  I'm not going to testify on her 10 

behalf.  So the number that I'm hearing from the 11 

audience is 35.  I have no way to confirm that 12 

right now.  I could look at the Department of 13 

State website and see what the numbers are that 14 

they have certified.  And as counsel is reminding 15 

me and as I mentioned before, this is a new 16 

program for the state as well.  The law was 17 

signed into effect at the end of 2014, so they 18 

are just getting their ducks in a row. 19 

 Again, this is a brand new program for 20 

everybody. 21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I think 22 

it's great and I'm hoping - I really want to 23 

follow through with it.  If it's true, I've also 24 

heard that the number is low.  To find these 25 
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companies, I don't think we can give them special 2 

preference, as far as RFPs are involved.  I'm 3 

just hoping we can reach our goal because it's 4 

sort of set up that if the companies are not, you 5 

know, known to us and are not local and for them 6 

to come as lowest bid and hit all the other 7 

qualifications, it just seems like a good effort.  8 

 MR. MAY:  Play that scenario out.  Say 9 

there are only 35 disabled veteran service 10 

companies, and let's say all of them get 11 

contracts with the county but we need to hit 46 12 

in order for it to be six percent.  We know the 13 

answer.  Why didn't you reach six percent?  14 

Because there are not enough certified companies 15 

to make that number.  These are all 16 

hypotheticals. 17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I know. 18 

 MR. MAY:  We would have to run the 19 

program and see the result at the end of at least 20 

the first year. 21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I'm just 22 

trying to analyze it going forward.  It just 23 

looks like our pool is very small.  We legally 24 

probably can't give any special preference.  I 25 
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don't know what our number is going in.  I 2 

haven't heard any good feedback, as far as our 3 

history with using veteran companies.  4 

 MR. MAY:  I don't know that the 5 

distinction was every made under state law.  Once 6 

again - 7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   We don't 8 

know.   9 

 MR. MAY:   Right. 10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   We don't 11 

know where we're starting from.  We know the pool 12 

is going to be small, and there's really nothing 13 

we can do to legally promote. 14 

 MR. MAY:   It's a program that started 15 

last year, so we can assume that the number 16 

previous to this, as far as the category, legal 17 

category goes, was zero.  Presumably, we can only 18 

go up from there.  Again, at the end of a year or 19 

two of operation of this program, we will have 20 

better numbers and better information.  Remember, 21 

as this program goes on, the state is going to 22 

certify more and more companies. 23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Right. 24 

 MR. MAY:   I understand your concern, but 25 
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I don't know that it's necessarily appropriate at 2 

this time. 3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I'm not 4 

even really worried about this.  I'm just saying 5 

the six percent might be high for right now. 6 

 MR. MAY:  It might be high.  But let's 7 

challenge ourselves and get it done. 8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I hope we 9 

are successful with it. 10 

 MR. MAY:   Me too. 11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay. 12 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   And so the six percent 13 

matches the state suggested goal as well, 14 

correct? 15 

 MR. MAY:   That is correct. 16 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Do we have any public 17 

comment?  Ms. Mereday, the floor is yours. 18 

 MS. MEREDAY:  Thank you.  Finally.  19 

Finally.  And as I said earlier, this is a start. 20 

But, yes, I do happen to have extensive 21 

background in business development as it pertains 22 

to diverse suppliers, including minority, women, 23 

veterans, disabled, local businesses, etcetera. 24 

 To answer some of the earlier questions 25 
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and concerns.  The federal mandate is only three 2 

percent as it pertains to service-disabled 3 

business, service-disabled veteran businesses, 4 

and that's not by the number of contracts.  5 

Again, you can't say contracts because you don't 6 

know what the contract is for, you don't know 7 

what industry specific it pertains to.  So that 8 

random number does not suggest the inclusion 9 

aspects.   Then if you go by the value of the 10 

contract itself, you've given authorizations to a 11 

wide range of contracting opportunities, ranging 12 

from the millions to a couple thousand dollars.  13 

So one service disabled veteran, if you go by the 14 

percentage of a contract itself, one service 15 

disabled veteran could get a $100 million 16 

contract and you can say our goal was $100 17 

million for service disabled veterans and you 18 

have supported one company.  So you really have 19 

to be specific in that arena. 20 

 The number I mentioned with regard to 35 21 

is a figure that I received about six months ago 22 

when I attended a session that was sponsored by 23 

the New York State - one of the New York City 24 

departments actually but also in conjunction with 25 
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the MTA.  Because of the lack of outreach and 2 

development within New York State, the majority 3 

of those service-disabled businesses do not 4 

reside or do business in New York State.  So the 5 

first thing that we have to do is to generate the 6 

business pool within our community.   7 

 Again, and I'm sure it's on the record, 8 

I'm tired of saying it but sometimes it bears 9 

repeating.  Long Island has the largest veteran 10 

population in New York State and the northeast 11 

corridor.  All of the veterans that live on Long 12 

Island, a majority of them are what we would 13 

considered service-disabled veterans.  Some of 14 

them have service-disabled veteran businesses.  15 

Statistically, less than ten percent of veteran 16 

businesses, including service disabled and 17 

veteran-owned business, less than ten percent 18 

have the capacity to hire anybody, along with 19 

another veteran.  So you've got 90 percent, an 20 

approximate number, 90 percent of veteran-owned 21 

businesses, including both categories, who don't 22 

have the capacity to hire somebody else.  What 23 

does that say?  That says that the majority of 24 

the nation's veteran-owned businesses, even those 25 
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that qualify under the federal mandated three 2 

percent, could not even conduct any outreach of 3 

the contracts that take place.  So it really is a 4 

building from the bottom, so to speak.  That's 5 

not to say that we cannot bring in service-6 

disabled veteran business that are qualified, 7 

which I have been trying to -- I have been 8 

proposing to do.  A lot of the teeth and the 9 

background information for this particular law 10 

was presented to this body, via Legislator Laura 11 

Curran, by me. 12 

 So, that is where we are in terms of what 13 

we need to do.  We need to start the development.  14 

We need to do the outreach.  We need to build the 15 

model.  Now, Nassau County can be an example of 16 

that, in terms of all of the contracting 17 

opportunities that we have bringing in qualified 18 

and established service-disabled veterans who can 19 

hire our student veterans who cannot afford to 20 

stay here.  They can co-partner with the smaller 21 

veteran businesses and service-disabled veteran 22 

businesses that are here so that that business 23 

can grow and hire someone else, so that the 24 

veterans that are about to lose their home can 25 
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keep a job and stay here and contribute to the 2 

taxes.  So it's not just a cookie cutter model. 3 

 I agree that this is a start.  It is 4 

appreciated.  But there is still a great deal of 5 

work to do as opposed to just, again, putting out 6 

a press release, patting ourselves on the back.  7 

And I have to once again address veterans that 8 

are homeless or about to be evicted, student 9 

veterans that have graduated leave here and 10 

trying to keep somebody from staying here. 11 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Absolutely.  And I 12 

think all the legislators on the committee here 13 

will agree with you. 14 

 On behalf of all of your efforts and your 15 

advocating, thank you.  And keep up the good work 16 

for our veterans, please. 17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Can I just 18 

ask one other quick question? 19 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Absolutely. 20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   This is 21 

under the Office of Minority Affairs.  But who 22 

specifically is going to be overseeing it?  Do we 23 

have any type of outreach program?   24 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Mr. May, are you going 25 
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to take that one on? 2 

 MR. MAY:    Sure.  The question was who 3 

is going to be responsible for -- 4 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Getting the word out. 5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Right.  6 

Maybe even being proactive maybe, since we are 7 

all behind this.  Is it the compliance office? 8 

 MR. MAY:   Again, new program, we have to 9 

work out the kinks here.  It's going to be based 10 

out of the Office of Minority Affairs.  We're 11 

also going to have the Office of Purchasing 12 

handle making sure that the registered businesses 13 

all get the bids that go out to all the other 14 

businesses.  So there will be some initial 15 

outreach, as far as bidding on contracts goes as 16 

well. 17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   What are 18 

the outreach efforts?  Are you going to reach out 19 

to veteran halls? 20 

 MR. MAY:   Reaching out to veteran halls 21 

wouldn't necessarily help because they have to be 22 

a state registered, state certified service-23 

disabled veteran owned business. 24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I think it 25 
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would be worthwhile to meet with the veterans 2 

personally, just to put the idea in their head.  3 

There might even be people that aren't certified 4 

that might want to get certified.  Not everyone 5 

watches us on live stream. 6 

 MR. MAY:   My colleague, Deputy County 7 

Executive Eric Naughton, has asked that he be 8 

tagged in. 9 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   One 10 

method that we've decided we're going to use is 11 

we have the list from the state of the certified 12 

disabled veterans.  So working with Constituent 13 

Affairs, Minority Affairs will send out a letter 14 

to them to let them know about our new law and 15 

suggest to them that they meet with our 16 

Purchasing Department, let them know of all of 17 

the opportunities that the county does have so we 18 

can make this very effective. 19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Is that 20 

number approximately what we were mentioning 21 

before, the number of companies in the state that 22 

are certified? 23 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   No.  24 

The list that we've seen from the state, it's 25 
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roughly about 34 pages, we think it's probably 2 

closer to about 200 vendors in the state. 3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Okay.  4 

Maybe we can just get a copy of it.  Would you 5 

mind sending me a copy of that list?  Would you 6 

mind just forwarding a copy of the list of 7 

vendors? 8 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   Sure. 9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   I would 10 

appreciate just taking a look at it. 11 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   Not a 12 

problem. 13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Thank you. 14 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   If you would, just 15 

send it to the chair and then I'll distribute it 16 

to all of the legislators. 17 

 DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE NAUGHTON:   Will 18 

do that. 19 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Thank you much. 20 

 Do we have any other public comment? 21 

 (No verbal response.)  22 

 At this time we'll take a vote. 23 

 All those in favor of passing this item 24 

please signify by saying aye. 25 
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 (Aye.) 2 

 Any opposed? 3 

 (No verbal response.)  4 

 The item passes unanimously. 5 

 There being no other business in front of 6 

this committee, may I have a motion to adjourn? 7 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 8 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Second. 9 

 CHAIRMAN GAYLOR:   Walker and Dunne. 10 

 All those in favor? 11 

 (Aye.) 12 

 The committee is now adjourned.  We will 13 

be followed by Finance. 14 

 (Whereupon, the Veterans’ Affairs 15 

Committee adjourned at 3:59 p.m.)  16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 



 
 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 

 516-747-7353 

  

  30 

 C E R T I F I C A T E 

 

 I, FRANK GRAY, a Shorthand Reporter and 

Notary Public in and for the State of New York, 

do hereby state: 

 THAT I attended at the time and place above 

mentioned and took stenographic record of the 

proceedings in the above-entitled matter; 

 THAT the foregoing transcript is a true and 

accurate transcript of the same and the whole 

thereof, according to the best of my ability and 

belief. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this 26th day of April, 2016. 

 

 

    ___________________________ 

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 




