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County Government Law of Nassau County 

Laws 1936, Chapter 879, as Amended* 

 

AN ACT providing an alterna�ve form of government for certain coun�es and providing for the 
submission of the same to the electors of any such county.  

Became a law June 5, 1936, with the approval of the Governor. Passed on message of necessity three-
fi�hs being present.  

This act became effec�ve in Nassau County January 1, 1938. Amendments thereto by L. 1937, Ch. 618 
were made before such act was approved by the electors.  

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 

Alterna�ve Form of Government  

for Certain Coun�es 

Ar�cle 

I. The County Legislature. (§§ 101-115.)  

I-A.  Local laws. (§ 162.)  

I-B.  The Office of Legisla�ve Budget Review. (§§ 180-184.)  

II. Execu�ve. (§§ 201-209.)  
 

III. Budget. (§§ 201-309.)  

IV.  Comptroller. (§§ 401- 405.)  

IV. County Treasurer. (§§ 501-503.)  
 

V. Department of Assessment. (§§ 601-609.) 
 

VI. Department of Shared Services. (§§ 701-705.)  
 

VII. Department of Police. (§§ 801-804.)  

IX.  Department of Health. (§§ 901-906.)  

X.  Department of Human Services. (§§ 1001-1005.)  

XI.  County Atorney. (§§ 1101-1123.)  

XII.  Department of Public Works. (§§ 1201-1235.)  

XIII.  Department of Civil Service. (§§ 1301-1309.)  

XIV.  Franchises. (§§ 1401-1405.)  



XV.  Districts, Towns, Villages and Ci�es. (§§ 1501-1502.)  

XVI.  Division of Planning. (§§ 1601-1611.)  

XVII.  Fire Commission. (§§ 1701-1707.)  

XVIII.  County Debt Commission. (§§ 1801-1807.)  

XIX.  County Clerk. (§§ 1901-1902.)  

XX.  Sheriff (§§ 1901-2004.)  

XXI.  Miscellaneous Officers. (§§ 2102-2112.)  

XXI-A.  Department of Informa�on Technology. (§§ 2150-2151.)  

XXI-B.  Taxi and Limousine Commission (§§ 2157-2161)  

XXI-C.  Department of Parks, Recrea�on and Museums. (§§ 2164-2165)  

XXII.  General Provisions. (§§ 2201-2220.)  

XXIII.  Elec�ons. (§§ 2301-2305.)  

XXIV.  District Court; Organiza�on and Jurisdic�on. (§§ 2401-2449.)  

XXV.  Repealed XXVI Applica�on of act; when and how opera�ve and effec�ve. (§ 2601-2607.) 

  



II: Execu�ve 

 

§209. Nassau County Bus System.  

1. Defini�ons  

a. “Transporta�on facili�es” shall mean any tangible means of moving people and things from place to 
place or the structures necessary to support the process of moving people and things from place to 
place.  

b. “Bus system” shall mean a bus system, including corresponding paratransit services, which operates 
pursuant to certain routes and schedules.  

c. “Roadway” shall mean any public or private street, highway or road, regardless of loca�on.  

2. Opera�on of a Bus System in Nassau County. There shall be a bus system that will operate on 
roadways within the County and anywhere else authorized by agreement or by State, Federal or Local 
Law or on any other roadway upon which a route operated by the Metropolitan Suburban Bus Authority 
d/b/a Long Island Bus operates as of the enactment of this Local Law. Such system shall be owned by the 
County, provided that the County may, pursuant to sec�on 119-r of the General Municipal Law and Local 
Law 15-1972, contract with any person, corpora�on or public authority for the management, opera�on 
and maintenance of the bus system. Any person, corpora�on or public authority that the County 
contracts with for the management, opera�on and maintenance of the bus system shall be authorized to 
use the transporta�on facili�es owned by the County as provided for in the contract between the County 
and that person, en�ty or public authority.  

3. Nassau County Bus Transit Commitee  

a. There is hereby established within the Office of the County Execu�ve a Nassau County Bus Transit 
Commitee (hereina�er “Transit Commitee”). The Transit Commitee shall review the budgets, fare 
structures, fees and service proposed by County or the person, en�ty or public authority with which the 
County contracts for the management, opera�on and maintenance of the bus system established 
pursuant to subsec�on 2 of this sec�on, and have the authority to approve, disapprove, propose 
modifica�ons to or nego�ate changes to such budgets, fare structures, fees and service adjustments. 
The Transit Commitee shall meet with the contracted person, en�ty or public authority as needed to 
�mely review and take such ac�ons as permited by this law and make recommenda�ons to the County 
Execu�ve regarding the opera�on of the bus system. The Transit Commitee shall report to the County 
Execu�ve, with a copy of all reports being sent to the County Legislature, in wri�ng not less than once 
per quarter of every calendar year on the performance of the contracted operator, if any, and the 
performance and safety of the bus system generally. The Transit Commitee shall hold II: Execu�ve May 
31, 2017 27 public hearings whenever there is a proposed fare increase or route reduc�on or elimina�on 
whether said fare increase or route reduc�on or elimina�on is proposed by the County or the private 
operator. The number, scope and procedure for conduc�ng the public hearings shall be determined by 
the Transit Commitee but every such public hearing shall be duly and publicly no�ced in the official 
County newspaper as well as on the County website and there shall be a minimum of two public 
hearings, one during the day and one in the evening. The last of said public hearings shall take place no 



sooner than forty-five (45) days prior to any fare increase or route reduc�on or elimina�on. On January 1 
of each year, the County Execu�ve, in consulta�on with the Presiding Officer and Minority Leader of the 
County Legislature, shall have the authority to adjust the powers of the Transit Commitee so as to 
reduce such powers, except that the requirement that the Transit Commitee hold quarterly mee�ngs, 
the Transit Commitee’s powers to control fares, and the total membership of the Transit Commitee may 
not be altered except by Local Law.  

b. The ac�ons of the Transit Commitee shall be subject to all applicable laws, rules and regula�ons 
pertaining to Nassau County boards and commissions and the members and staff thereof, including, but 
not limited to, the Nassau County Code of Ethics, codified as sec�on 2218 of the Nassau County Charter, 
the New York State Freedom of Informa�on Law, codified as Ar�cle 6 of the New York State Public 
Officers Law, and the New York State Open Mee�ngs Law, codified as Ar�cle 7 of the New York State 
Public Officers Law.  

c. The Transit Commitee shall consist of five members, ini�ally appointed no later than February 15, 
2012. The members of the Transit Commitee shall be appointed by, and serve at the pleasure of, the 
County Execu�ve. One member ini�ally appointed to the Transit Commitee shall be appointed on the 
recommenda�on of the Presiding Officer of the County Legislature and one member ini�ally appointed 
to the Transit Commitee shall be appointed on the recommenda�on of the Minority Leader of the 
County Legislature. Each appointee shall, at a minimum, be a Nassau County resident and have 
professional transporta�on experience, or other relevant experience, in the New York Metropolitan 
Transporta�on Council region. Under no circumstances shall any officer or employee of Nassau County 
or any en�ty the County has contracted with to operate the bus system established pursuant to 
subsec�on 2 of this sec�on, or any subcontractor to such en�ty, serve on the Transit Commitee.  

d. All members of the Transit Commitee shall complete, at a minimum, four hours of training each year 
designed to enable such members to effec�vely carry out their du�es. Such training shall be approved by 
the County Atorney and may include, but shall not be limited to, training provided by a regional or 
county agency, board, council or commission, county atorney’s office, state agency, statewide municipal 
associa�on, college or other similar en�ty.  

e. The members of the Transit Commitee may receive a per diem compensa�on from the County, to be 
determined by the County Execu�ve in consulta�on with the Presiding Officer and Minority Leader of 
the County Legislature, for each day spent in the performance of their du�es and they shall be 
reimbursed by the County for their reasonably necessary expenses actually incurred related to their 
du�es as members of the Transit Commitee. A quorum of the Transit Commitee shall consist of no 
fewer than three members. The Transit Commitee shall annually elect a chairperson, and prepare II: 
Execu�ve May 31, 2017 28 writen minutes of each of its mee�ngs. Minutes shall at a minimum record 
all votes and ac�ons taken by the Transit Commitee at each mee�ng, and include copies of all mee�ng 
agendas. The County Execu�ve has the discre�on to assign County staff to assist the Transit Commitee 
in carrying out its du�es. 

(Added by Local Law No 10-2011). 




